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to people affected by the 2017 fires in Portugal

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner presents the desperate situation of numerous persons affected by the forest fires 
of 2017 in Portugal, who have not been able to obtain financial assistance from the 
Portuguese authorities despite the existence of substantial national and EU funding. He states 
that thousands of people, both Portuguese and EU citizens residing in Portugal, are still 
homeless, in need of medical care and that many of them have lost their entire livelihoods. 
Nevertheless, the petitioner argues, they have not been able to claim the financial aid they 
were entitled to due to restrictive and ill-conceived legislation as well as due to bad 
communication of their rights by the relevant Portuguese authorities.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 April 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6) (former rule 216(6)0.

3. Commission reply, received on 24 July 2019

The petitioner previously introduced a complaint referenced CHAP(2019)157 where the 
Commission replied under reference Ares(2019)1663947 sent on 10 April 2019.

However, as the petitionerʼs new request in this petition does not provide any additional 
information, the Commission’s previous reply under reference Ares(2019)1663947 remains 
valid and up to date. 

Conclusion
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The Commission reiterates its reply to the above-mentioned complaint under reference 
Ares(2019)1663947 and based on the information available to the Commission.

4. Further reply from the Commission, received on 11 November 2019

The petitioner previously introduced a complaint referenced CHAP(2019)157 to which the 
Commission replied in detail under reference Ares(2019)1663947 sent on 10 April 2019.

The national aid schemes referred to by the petitioner are financed mainly by the Portuguese 
national budget, and not by European Funds. Only the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD) and the EU Solidarity Fund (EUSF) may intervene within these aid 
schemes. European Funds - through the Operational Programme of the Centro Region – have 
financed assistance to small and medium-sized enterprises affected by the fires. 

Under the Rural Development Programme for mainland Portugal, measures exist for the 
prevention and restoration of the agricultural production potential damaged by natural 
disasters. An additional measure for forest areas aims at restoring the forestry potential 
affected by forest fires or other natural disasters. The dedicated EAFRD resources totalling 
over EUR 114 million aim at the prevention of natural catastrophes and calamities, restoring 
the agricultural and forestry production potential, protection of forests against biotic and 
abiotic agents and the “mutual fund for calamities". 

Moreover, the Commission awarded over EUR 50.6 million assistance from the EUSF to 
Portugal in order to help cover the costs of the emergency and recovery operations. EUSF 
assistance is however limited to a number of essential emergency and recovery measures, 
including the restoration of infrastructure, temporary accommodation, funding of rescue 
services, securing preventive infrastructure, protection of cultural heritage, and cleaning up 
disaster-stricken areas. The EUSF may not compensate private losses. The responsibility for 
implementing and monitoring the EUSF contribution, including its geographic allocation and 
the selection of individual operations, is the sole responsibility of the Portuguese authorities. 

In the case of the 2017 fires, the Portuguese authorities decided to allocate the EUSF 
contribution to the restoration of transport infrastructure (such as roads), the restoration of 
water and waste water infrastructure, the restoration of municipal infrastructures, the cost of 
the rescue services, the replacement of damaged fire combat, surveillance, monitoring and 
communication equipment, and the cleaning of forests and water courses. These operations 
help improve the living conditions of the population at large in the areas affected by the fires.

Based on the information available to the Commission, the Portuguese authorities are using 
the contributions from European Funds in full respect of EU rules. Other recovery measures 
that the Portuguese authorities carry out without an EU financial contribution do not fall 
under the responsibility of the Commission.

However, as the petitionerʼs new request in relation to this petition does not provide any 
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additional information, the Commission’s previous reply remains valid and up-to-date. 

Conclusion

The Commission reiterates its reply to the afore-mentioned complaint, based on the 
information at its disposal.


