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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0128/2019 by Boyko Nikiforov (Bulgarian) on alleged violation in 
the rules on voting and counting votes during elections in Bulgaria

1. Summary of petition

In the petitioner’s view, rules on voting and counting votes, enshrined in the Electoral Code in 
Bulgaria, have not being observed in the elections in Bulgaria for years.  He suggests that it 
can be also the case during the upcoming EP elections. He is worried about the correctness of 
sorting of the votes by electoral committees, and blames the courts of not judging whether the 
norms of the law were observed during the elections.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 21 May 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 July 2019

The Commissionʼs observations

Free elections are a basic expression of democracy and it is self-evident that elections in the 
European Union must follow the highest democratic standards. The Commission stresses the 
importance of the engagement of Member States in guaranteeing these democratic standards.

However, the Commission does not have a general power to intervene in electoral matters. It 
is up to Member States to lay down the specific conditions for the conduct of elections and to 
the competent national administrative and judicial authorities to ensure compliance with 
relevant international standards. 
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As it did for previous European elections, the Commission will carefully assess how the 
relevant EU rules and recommendations were applied, and will produce a report assessing the 
conduct of the elections in all Member States and drawing lessons to be learned.

Conclusion

In the light of the above, the Commission does not find that there are grounds raised for it to 
intervene in this case.


