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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for compulsory installation of head-on collision warning systems in trucks 
and cars. He considers that, when a collision is certain to occur, the brakes should be fully 
applied. He claims that, although motor vehicle manufacturers already have the technology 
for such warning systems, not all manufacturers offer these as standard equipment.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 3 June 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2019

Front collision warning systems and advanced emergency braking systems (AEBS) are both 
included in the list of new vehicle safety features that will become mandatory in the EU in the 
near future, following the agreement reached between the European Parliament and the 
Council on the revision of the General Safety Regulation1. In particular, passenger cars and 
light commercial vehicles will have to be fitted with AEBS that can detect cars. In a second 
step, these vehicles will be able to detect pedestrians and cyclists and brake accordingly. 
Furthermore, buses and trucks which must currently already be fitted with AEBS detecting 
cars in front, will also need a front collision warning or collision avoidance functionality 
specifically for pedestrians and cyclists in order to meet the agreed new vehicle safety 
requirements. The implementation and mandatory fitment of the specific safety features 
covering pedestrian and cyclist detection as laid down in the revised General Safety 
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Regulation, have been decided after a detailed assessment of the feasibility and state of 
development of given safety technologies which are presently available on the market.

The Commission has launched a study on the feasibility, costs and benefits of retrofitting 
advanced driver assistance systems. The study will assess which of the safety features 
mandated for new vehicles may be actually retrofitted to vehicles already registered and how 
to promote the installation of the most cost-effective amongst them. 

The Commission notes that regarding these safety features it shall be possible for the driver or 
the system itself to switch them off in case of experiencing false warnings or inappropriate 
interventions as a result of inclement weather conditions, natural or other debris flying on the 
road, low ambient lighting or blinding conditions. Such switch in principle makes it 
impossible to rule out any intentional misuse by drivers. If the switch were to be forbidden, it 
still would not rule out that the driver could then tamper with the system to disable it.

Conclusion

The new safety measures provided for in the revised Regulation will address the safety 
concerns expressed by the petitioner. In addition, the ongoing study will assess the feasibility 
of retrofitting advanced driver assistance systems to existing vehicles.


