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Subject: Petition No 0167/2019 by L. B. (German), on behalf of Handicap Lexikon, 
signed by one other person, on the ban on plastic drinking straws

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner considers the ban on disposable tableware to be sensible, but does not agree 
that it should apply to plastic drinking straws. People with disabilities and older people need 
to use them because of difficulties in swallowing. Alternatives such as reusable paper or metal 
straws are neither realistic nor hygienic.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 3 June 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2019

The Directive on Single Use Plastic1 does not prohibit the placing on the market of straws as 
such, but of the plastic single-use version of straws. Plastic single-use straws are a major 
contributor to marine litter.

The restrictions to the placing on the market apply to those single-use plastic items for which 
alternatives are already available, either multi-use, or non-plastic alternatives. In principle, re-
usable (made of steel, glass, bamboo or even plastics) or paper straws offer the same 
functionality as a single-use plastic straw, including for people with disabilities.

1 Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European Parliament and the Council of 5 June 2019 on the 
reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the marine environment, O.J. 12.6.2019, 
L155, p. 1.
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However, it is worth pointing out that the Directive foresees an exception for straws intended 
and used for medical purposes (see Part B to the Annex, point 4, reference to, inter alia, 
Directive 93/42/EEC2). This may be relevant in those cases where the above-mentioned 
alternatives are not considered appropriate for disabled people, considering their specific 
impact on teeth and hygiene conditions, as referred to in the petition.

The Commission will be developing guidance on the single-use plastic products covered by 
the Directive. The guidance will also include an assessment of the exceptions, such as the one 
mentioned in the previous point, to provide more clarity on the definitions and scope of the 
Directive. The Guidelines should be available by July 2020.

Conclusion

The Commission would like to highlight that re-usable or non-plastic alternatives to plastic 
straws exist, which offer the same functionality including for people with disabilities. 
However, where for specific medical reasons, these cannot function as appropriate 
alternatives, the Directive provides for an exception for plastic straws intended and used for 
medical purposes (provided the conditions of the EU regulations on medical devices are 
complied with). 

The Commission Guidelines on the Single Use Plastic products, foreseen for July 2020, will 
also include an assessment of the exceptions, such as the one for straws used for medical 
purposes.

2 Council Directive 93/42/EEC of 14 June 1993 concerning medical devices, OJ L 169, 12.7.1993, p. 1–43.


