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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0240/2019 by Marios Achelleos (Cypriot) on EU financing for 
Christian churches in the northern part of Cyprus

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for immediate funding to restore all Christian churches in the occupied 
territories in the northern part of the Republic of Cyprus, which were looted and/or destroyed 
after the Turkish invasion in 1974.

He considers these churches, and the works of historical value that were stolen, an important 
part of world and European heritage and culture

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 June 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2019

The Commission attributes great importance to the preservation of cultural heritage in Cyprus 
and considers that efforts by both communities to protect the island’s rich cultural heritage 
contribute to trust and reconciliation in Cyprus. 

Since 2006, the Commission has been implementing an aid programme for the Turkish 
Cypriot community under Council Regulation (EC) No 389/20061 with the overall objective 
of facilitating the reunification of Cyprus by encouraging the economic development of the 

1 Council Regulation (EC) No 389/2006 of 27 February 2006 establishing an instrument of financial support for 
encouraging the economic development of the Turkish Cypriot community and amending Council Regulation 
(EC) No 2667/2000 on the European Agency for Reconstruction, OJ L 65, 7.3.2006, p. 5–8.
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Turkish Cypriot community. Under the core objectives of this programme, it supports the bi-
communal Technical Committee on Cultural Heritage operating under the auspices of the 
United Nations, which implements measures to restore and preserve the cultural heritage of 
Cyprus.

Since 2012, the EU has provided some EUR 14.7 million to support projects chosen by the 
Technical Committee. An initial list of 40 buildings in need of emergency conservation was 
drawn up by the Committee, and further buildings have been added:

- of this list, 33 cultural heritage sites have been conserved, structurally supported, 
physically protected or restored island-wide. Fifteen of these projects concerned 
Orthodox, Maronite, Latin and Armenian churches in the northern part of Cyprus, 
including flagship projects like the monasteries of Apostolos Andreas in Karpasia and 
Agios Panteleimonas in Myrtou;

- additionally, 24 sites island-wide benefited from simple, non-structural, small-scale 
works such as internal and external site cleaning, removal of vegetation from roofs and 
walls, minor repairs, replacement of doors, fences and windows. Of these, 14 are 
Christian churches in the northern part of Cyprus;

- work is presently ongoing on six sites, including the churches of Panagia in Askia, 
Agios Artemon in Afanteia, Agios Andronicos in Kythrea, and Agios Philon and Agia 
Triada in Karpasia;

- finally, conservation assessments are ready for a further 72 sites (48 of which are 
churches in the northern part of Cyprus). For 20 of these sites (including 10 churches in 
the northern part of the island), conservation designs have been drawn up already, so 
that work can start soon.

The Commission will soon allocate an additional EUR 2.5 million to the Technical 
Committee. In addition to conservation designs and works, this new funding phase of the 
programme includes new educational and community engagement activities which, it is 
hoped, will increase the opportunities to bring youth and people from all communities of 
Cyprus together, to reconnect and appreciate their common heritage.

Conclusion

The issue raised by the petitioner is being addressed by the Commission. 


