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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0092/2019 by J.E. (Venezuelan) on the violation of constitutional 
rights inVenezuela

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is a Venezuelan national living in Bulgaria and denounces the violation of 
constitutional rights in Venezuela. The petitioner calls for the restoration of democracy in 
Venezuela and for the end of the dictatorship of Nicolas Maduro and the members of his 
government. The petitioner calls for the European Parliament to support the Venezuelan interim 
President Juan Guaido. The petitioner also calls for humanitarian aid, as the situation is 
unsustainable with concerns over lack of food, medicines and increased hyperinflation. She 
seeks to gain support from the European Parliament to expel all staff in the Venezuelan 
Embassy and Consulate in Bulgaria because they have allegedly failed to represent the 
Venezuelans on different accounts. Furthermore, she calls for the release of all political 
prisoners and all the children who have been kidnapped by Nicolas Maduro’s regime forces. 
Finally, the petitioner is asking for the military to discontinue the policy of shooting innocent 
people in the streets who are protesting against Nicolas Maduro.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 May 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6) (Former rule 216(6)).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 October 2019

The European Union believes that a political negotiated solution is the only peaceful and 
sustainable way out of the crisis in Venezuela. The EU is committed to support any democratic 
process in Venezuela which would lead to free and fair presidential elections to take place in 
the country.
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While the expulsion of third-country diplomats is a matter for the Member State concerned, the 
EU has continuously called upon the Venezuelan authorities to respect the rule of law and 
human rights, including the right to due process, and to stop arbitrary detentions. 

As stated in the Declaration by the High Representative/Vice-President (HR/VP) on behalf of 
the EU on 16 July 2019, the EU is ready to apply targeted measures against/to those members 
of the security forces involved in torture and other serious violations of human rights. At 
present, the EU applies such restrictive measures, providing for a travel ban and an assets freeze, 
against 25 Venezuelan officials responsible for serious human rights violations or abuses or the 
repression of civil society and democratic opposition in Venezuela or otherwise for 
undermining democracy and the rule of law in Venezuela.

The EU stands ready to work on further targeted measures to foster a negotiated, peaceful and 
democratic solution. At the same time it recalls that its targeted restrictive measures do not 
affect the population and can be reversed in light of progress made towards the restoration of 
democracy, rule of law and human rights in Venezuela.

The EU is concerned about the humanitarian urgency in Venezuela. It has since 2018 provided 
EUR 127 million to support the population inside the country and to assist migrants and 
refugees, as well as the communities that host them. Another EUR 30 million was announced 
by the HR/VP on 12 September 2019. 

In order to help contribute to opening up the political space to start building a peaceful and 
democratic solution through credible elections, an International Contact Group (ICG) was 
created in early 2019. This Group operates in close contact with the main regional and 
international actors and is fully supporting the work of the Norwegian government for a 
facilitated negotiation process. The EU remains strongly engaged, including through the ICG 
and the Special Adviser for Venezuela appointed earlier this year by the HR/VP.

Conclusion

The EU intends to continue seeking to play a positive role towards the solution of the current 
crisis. All EU actions aim at fostering a peaceful and lasting solution to the Venezuelan crisis 
and addressing the needs of the population.


