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Subject: Petition No 0378/2019 by J.H. (British) on the obligatory introduction of a 
black data-recorder box in new vehicles from 2022

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that the new proposal for legislation that makes it obligatory for new 
vehicles to have a black data-recorder box is an intrusion into the privacy of individuals. This 
instrument would collect details on the driver’s actions and location, which the petitioner 
considers an infringement of civil liberties. Drivers will not be allowed to decide whether they 
want the box to be installed in their vehicles, despite the fact that the installation of these boxes 
is an invasion of privacy.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 October 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6) (former Rule 216(6)).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 November 2019

The Event Data Recorder (EDR) is one of the vehicle systems to become mandatory for all new 
models of passenger cars and vans from mid-2022 onward, following the recent adoption of the 
revised General Vehicle Safety Regulation1. Thanks to the newly introduced vehicle safety 
systems, it is expected that the number of road accidents, hence fatalities and severe injuries, 
will significantly fall over the years to come.

The EDR is a system that records and stores crash-related vehicle data over a limited timeframe. 
It is not allowed to continuously log or monitor driving data, as it is explicitly only allowed to 
record and store specific vehicle safety system’s critical parameters shortly before and 

1 See http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0391_EN.html?redirect#title1

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0391_EN.html?redirect#title1
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immediately after a serious crash that results in airbag deployment. Typical EDR data include: 
speed, breaking, position and tilt of the vehicle on the road, the state and rate of activation of 
all safety systems and relevant input parameters of the on-board active safety and accident 
avoidance systems.

Furthermore, the data stored by the EDR have to be anonymised, i.e. there will be no possibility 
of identifying the individual vehicle or its owner/holder on the basis of the stored data. The data 
have also to be protected against manipulation and misuse.

Moreover, the EDR data can be made available to national authorities of the Member States 
only for the purpose of conducting road safety analysis and to assess the effectiveness of 
specific road safety policy measures and not for law enforcement purposes. In-depth accident 
data is indispensable for a comprehensive monitoring of the safety performance of vehicles and 
for further improving performance. 

Finally, any processing of personal data by vehicle safety systems have to be carried out strictly 
in accordance with the EU standards on data protection, and in particular with the provisions of 
the General Data Protection Regulation2.

Conclusion

The petitioner is requesting intervention in an area that is covered by EU legislation and that 
was established for vehicle and road safety reasons. The Commission notes that the 
requirements for the newly mandated vehicles safety systems, including the EDR, strictly 
adhere to the principle of privacy and any processing of personal data by those systems must 
be carried out in accordance with EU standards on data protection.

2 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of 
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing 
Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation) (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1–
88.


