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Subject:  Petition No 0227/2019 by Dana Mošničková (Czech) on competences of 
bailiffs in the Czech Republic

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner gives multiple examples of the broadening of the bailiffs’ competences in the 
Czech Republic introduced in the national legislation. She is asking for a higher protection of 
debtors and for introducing a common European legislation. The main issues observed by the 
petitioner are the reinforcement of the status of bailiffs (for example granting them immunity) 
and the impossibility to appeal back to the enforcement, risk for debtors of losing protection of 
their personal data when it is published on the Internet and lack of the financial control of 
bailiffs. The petitioner proposes to abolish private bailiffs, to return to the principle of 
territoriality, and to increase the efficiency of enforcement by the courts.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 June 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6). (Former Rule 2016(6))

3. Commission reply, received on 25 November 2019

 According to Czech legislation, a court bailiff is an independent legal professional who 
enforces execution in accordance with the Enforcement Code (Act No 120/2001). In the Czech 
Republic, a bailiff is a public official whose duties are deemed acts of court and who performs 
enforcement and other activities for remuneration.

The Enforcement Code provides that the specific competences of bailiffs, which are of a 
jurisdictional nature, are subject to appeal before the judge. Bailiffs are also liable for 
disciplinary offences involving breaches of their obligations under the law or causing serious 
or repeated detriment to the dignity of the profession. All court bailiffs must belong to the self-
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governing Chamber of Bailiffs. 

It is up to the Czech Republic to provide the regulatory framework for this profession. 

A well-functioning bailiff profession improves the efficiency of the justice system through 
effective enforcement of judgments, which is a key aspect of the rule of law, one of the 
fundamental values upon which the EU is based. 

Conclusion

The Commission supports the efforts of Member States to improve the independence, quality 
and efficiency of their justice systems through a range of tools. These include the annual EU 
Justice Scoreboard, which provides data on a number of indicators relevant for the assessment 
of the quality, independence and efficiency of justice systems in all Member States. The EU 
Justice Scoreboard does not identify any major shortcomings in the efficiency of the justice 
system of the Czech Republic. 

As regards the protection of personal data, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)1 
provides a robust framework setting out rules and principles that apply horizontally whenever 
personal data are processed. The GDPR sets out a modernised governance system, which 
entrusts the monitoring and enforcement of the GDPR to the national supervisory authorities. 
These national supervisory authorities are responsible for monitoring and enforcing the GDPR 
in individual cases.

1 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 
on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the 
free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection 
Regulation) (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1–88.


