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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0287/2019 by V.J.M.F. (Portuguese) on an alleged breach of 
fundamental rights by the Portuguese Central Bank 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner alleges that the Portuguese Central Bank issues public alerts that include 
personal data of ordinary citizens, without any notification and without giving them the 
possibility to object or challenge this publication. The petitioner argues that this has 
irreversible effects on the dignity and reputation of the persons in question and their families, 
who are deprived of the right to defend themselves.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 June 2018. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
216(6)

3. Commission reply, received on 25 November 2019

The Commission’s observations

The Commission, within its competences, is strongly committed to ensuring the respect of the 
right to human dignity, the right to good administration and the right to an effective remedy and 
to a fair trial, which are enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, 
respectively Articles 1, 41 and 47. 

However, according to Article 51 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights, the provisions of the 
Charter are addressed to Member States only when they are implementing Union law.

Moreover, Article 6(1) of the Treaty of the European Union states that, “[t]he provisions of the 
Charter shall not extend in any way the competences of the Union as defined in the Treaties”. 
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On the basis of the information provided by the petitioner, it does not appear that the matter 
referred to is related to the implementation of EU law. In such cases, it is for Member States, 
including their judicial authorities, to ensure that fundamental rights are effectively respected 
and protected in accordance with their national legislation and international human rights 
obligations, including the European Convention on Human Rights. 

Conclusion

As the Charter of Fundamental Rights is not applicable to the case at hand, the Commission is 
not in a position to follow up on this case.

The petitioner could seek redress at national level, including before the courts, and if he 
considers that his rights guaranteed by the European Convention on Human Rights have been 
violated, he may lodge a complaint with the European Court of Human Rights, once national 
remedies have been exhausted.


