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Subject: Petition No 0357/2019 by Roman Mazur (Polish) on the urgent need for big 
data and artificial intelligence technology in Africa to tackle poverty and 
unemployment

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner claims that research carried out by the Polish University Abroad in London 
(PUNO) indicates that advanced technologies like big data and AI are critical for the socio-
economic development of African nano- and micro-entrepreneurship and can improve the work 
of 300,000,000 self-employed people "on the go" in Africa. He strongly recommends urgent 
update of current EU strategies, programs and projects supporting Africa, with new 
technological issues like the big data analysis and artificial intelligence implementation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 October 2019. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 3 February 2020

The Commissionʼs observations 

The Commission agrees with the petitioner’s view of the role that digitalisation and digital 
technologies can play as a means for economic development and sustainable job creation in 
Africa.

The need to further mainstream digitalisation in EU interventions for sustainable development 
and economic growth has been strongly highlighted in the European Consensus on 
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Development1, which is the shared vision and framework for action for development 
cooperation for the European Union and its Member States. 

In this regard, the Commission prepared in 2017 a Staff Working Document2 with a 
comprehensive and targeted approach aiming at mainstreaming digitalisation into EU 
development policy across four main priority areas: promotion of access to affordable and 
secure broadband connectivity and to digital infrastructure, including the necessary regulatory 
reforms; promotion of digital literacy and skills; fostering of digital entrepreneurship and job 
creation; promotion of use of digital technologies as an enabler for sustainable development.

As a follow-up in July 2019, the Africa-EU Digital Economy Task Force (DETF)3 produced a 
report as a conclusion of its work that largely coincides with the policy areas identified in the 
Staff Working Document and the European Parliament’s Committee on Development Report4.

The relevance of the conclusions of the report from the DETF lies in the fact that the Task Force 
involved a large number of representatives of African Governments, private companies, non-
governmental organisations and academia, who have a clear idea of the potentialities and of the 
challenges and opportunities, which digital development can bring to Africa.

Thanks to the mainstreaming of digitalisation into EU development policy, interventions could 
have a greater transformative potential and could help impact the lives of people by: 
empowering women and girls; boosting productivity and job creation; enhancing democratic 
governance and transparency; and enabling other sectors (such as energy, agriculture, 
governance, education and health) to deliver their full potential. 

Digitalisation is also an important investment opportunity. Financial support should not be 
exclusively borne by public development assistance funds but working together with European 
international financial institutions and the private sector blending would constitute an important 
tool to leverage financial resources.

The President of the Commission observed that the EU has the objective to ensure that the 
European model of development evolves in line with new global realities. In this regard, it is 
her intention that the EU makes the most of the political, economic and investment 
opportunities that Africa, with its growing economies, populations and digital innovations, 
presents. This should create a partnership of equals and mutual interest.

Conclusion

The Commission is already working along the lines suggested by the petitioner, including 
digitalisation and digital technologies as one of the main lines of action of the Development 
Cooperation activities of the Commission.

1 2017/C 210/01.
2 SWD(2017) 157 final.
3 https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/africa#title2
4 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2018-0338_EN.pdf ; (2018/2083(INI))
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