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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0468/2019 by Gabriela Ionescu (Romanian) on restricted right to 
vote for European elections

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner deplores that, in several cities across Europe, the right to vote for the European 
elections of Romanian citizens has been restricted by the inadequate arrangements put in 
place by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Romania, resulting in many citizens being unable 
to vote after hours of queuing up.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 November 2019. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 3 February 2020

The Commission has raised this matter with the Romanian authorities and pointed out that these 
issues also arose during previous elections organised at Romanian diplomatic and consular 
missions abroad.

In response, the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs referred to an increase in polling stations 
to accommodate Romanians voting abroad in the 2019 European Parliament elections. They 
also indicated that the Romanian Parliament recently adopted the following four measures to 
facilitate voting by Romanian citizens abroad which had not been in place for the 2019 
European Parliament elections:

- organisation of voting at polling stations abroad over three days;

- introduction of postal voting;
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- replacement of printed electoral lists with electronic lists; and

- establishing polling stations at the written request of at least 100 citizens with the right 
to vote.

It appears that some of these improvements were in place for Presidential elections in Romania 
in November 2019.

Conclusion

The Commission is monitoring the situation and will continue to follow up on this matter with 
the Romanian authorities in order to ensure that Romanian citizens can effectively exercise their 
right to vote at European Parliament elections.

The Commission carefully assesses the European Parliament elections and continuously 
endeavours to ameliorate electoral processes including through the European Cooperation 
Network on Elections. As it did for previous elections, the Commission will produce a report 
on the conduct of the 2019 elections to the European Parliament. The report will be published.

4. Commission reply (REV.), received on 26 August 2022

In its first reply, the Commission gave some indications of the steps taken by the Romanian 
authorities to facilitate voting by Romanian citizens abroad. Reference will therefore only be 
made only to new developments

The Commission's observations

The Romanian authorities updated the Commission on 14 May 2022 by indicating that the 
measures that they put in place in the aftermath of the 2019 European Parliament elections to 
facilitate voting by Romanian citizens abroad were maintained for the 2020 parliamentary 
elections. These measures include the possibility to extend the voting time at the polling station, 
if needed until midnight for voters who are in the perimeter of the voting station or in a row 
outside the voting station at the closing of the voting.

Furthermore, the Romanian authorities indicated that the number of polling stations established 
abroad increased to 835 for the 2019 presidential elections (+394 polling stations compared to 
the 2019 EP elections) and to 738 polling stations for the 2020 parliamentary elections (+331 
polling stations compared to the 2016 parliamentary elections).   

The Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed the Commission that it maintains an active 
approach also in view of the electoral processes to take place in 2024 and it is currently 
undertaking a substantial dialogue with the Permanent Electoral Authority of Romania to 
ensure a thorough preparation of these electoral processes, also based on the lessons learned 
from the previous exercises.

The Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs also informed the Commission that it intends to run 
a close and timely dialogue with the diplomatic missions and consular offices abroad in order 
to identify potential challenges and advance proposals to competent electoral authorities for 
tackling these challenges in due time.
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Following the meeting of the Committee on Petitions on 16 May 2022, the Commission 
requested an updated reply on the specific measures Romania is planning for the next European 
elections. If such measures are not yet decided, the Commission asked for an indication as to 
the envisaged timeline for the adoption of such measures. 

 Conclusion

The European Commission is monitoring the situation and will continue to follow up on this 
matter with the Romanian authorities.


