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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Stresses the importance of the use of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights by Member 
States at a national level by national courts and through inclusion in legislative procedures; 
regrets that there has only been a limited attempt at promoting the application of its 
provisions, even though it is an obligation stated in Article 51 of the Charter;

2. Notes with concern that a number of Member States have not fully or correctly 
implemented the Council Framework Decision of 28 November 2008 on combating 
certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law1 and 
its minimum standards on offences of denying, condoning and grossly trivialising 
certain crimes;

3. Emphasises that an independent judiciary, freedom of expression and information and 
media pluralism are crucial components of the rule of law; calls on the Commission to 
enforce these core EU values when infringed by Member States;

4. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to further implement the principles of the 
Pillar of Social Rights to ensure social fundamental rights at EU and national level, such as 
the integration of persons with disabilities, just and fair working conditions, social benefits 
and social assistance;

5. Highlights that further safeguards to ensure privacy and data protection are needed in light 
of the development of new technologies; notes that, aside from ethical implications from 
emerging technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and big data, fundamental rights 
need to be considered;

6. Calls on the Council to urgently conclude the EU ratification of the Istanbul Convention on 
preventing and combating violance against women and domestic violence, on the basis of a 
broad accession, without any limitation; calls on as well the remaining Member States to 
ratify and implement the Convention; expresses its concerns that several Member States 
have incorrectly, or only partially, implemented the convention; calls on the 
Commission to review the implementing legislation.

1 OJ L 328 of 6.12.2008, p. 55-58.


