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Peter Lundgren, Kristina Winberg
on behalf of the EFDD Group
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Freedom of expression in Turkey: Recent arrests of journalists, media executives and

systematic pressure against media

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 5

Joint motion for a resolution

5. Underlines the importance of press
freedom and respect for democratic values
for the EU enlargement process; stresses
that a number of provisions of the Turkish
legal framework and their interpretation by
members of the judiciary continue to
hamper freedom of expression, including
freedom of the media; recalls that freedom
of expression and media pluralism are at
the heart of European values and that an
independent press is crucial to a
democratic society, as it enables citizens to
take an active part in collective decision-
making processes on an informed basis and
therefore strengthens democracy; urges the
Government of Turkey, in this regard, to
address media freedom as a matter of
priority and provide an adequate legal
framework guaranteeing pluralism in line
with international standards; further calls
for an end to pressure and intimidation
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Amendment

5. Underlines the importance of press
freedom and respect for democratic values;
stresses that a number of provisions of the
Turkish legal framework and their
interpretation by members of the judiciary
continue to hamper freedom of expression,
including freedom of the media; recalls
that freedom of expression and media
pluralism are at the heart of European
values and that an independent press is
crucial to a democratic society, as it
enables citizens to take an active part in
collective decision-making processes on an
informed basis and therefore strengthens
democracy; urges the Government of
Turkey, in this regard, to address media
freedom as a matter of priority and provide
an adequate legal framework guaranteeing
pluralism in line with international
standards; further calls for an end to
pressure and intimidation against critical
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against critical outlets and journalists;
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outlets and journalists;
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