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Amendment 8
Stelios Kouloglou, Konstantinos Arvanitis, Elena Kountoura, Dimitrios Papadimoulis
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, ECR, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
Opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania

Joint motion for a resolution
Citation 7

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

– having regard to Albania’s 
accession to NATO in 2009 and the fact 
that North Macedonia is currently on its 
way currently on its way to becoming the 
30th member of NATO,
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Amendment 9
Stelios Kouloglou, Konstantinos Arvanitis, Elena Kountoura, Dimitrios Papadimoulis, 
Petros Kokkalis
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, ECR, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
Opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania

Joint motion for a resolution
Recital J

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

J. whereas good progress has been 
made in judicial reform in Albania aimed 
at increasing the independence, 
accountability, professionalism and 
efficiency of the country’s judicial 
institutions and aimed at improving 
people’s trust in judicial bodies; whereas 
the reforms are to be considered the most 
comprehensive efforts in this area also 
compared to what all other countries in the 
region will have to accomplish on their 
path towards EU membership; 

J. whereas good progress has been 
made in judicial reform in Albania aimed 
at increasing the independence, 
accountability, professionalism and 
efficiency of the country’s judicial 
institutions and at improving people’s trust 
in judicial bodies; whereas the reforms are 
to be considered the most comprehensive 
efforts in this area also compared to what 
all other countries in the region will have 
to accomplish on their path towards EU 
membership; whereas the General Affairs 
Council conclusions of June 2018 and 
June 2019 underlined that further 
reforms should be adopted regarding the 
rule of law, functioning and indepedence 
of democratic institutions, fighting 
orgnanised crime and corruption and 
protection of ethnic minorities;

Or. en
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Amendment 10
Stelios Kouloglou, Konstantinos Arvanitis, Elena Kountoura, Dimitrios Papadimoulis, 
Petros Kokkalis
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, ECR, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
Opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania

Joint motion for a resolution
Recital I

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

I. whereas North Macedonia, under 
its former name in August 2017, signed the 
so-called ‘Friendship Treaty’ with 
Bulgaria, which put an end to bilateral 
controversies and brought the two 
countries closer through an EU-oriented 
partnership followed by the Prespa 
Agreement with Greece;

I. whereas North Macedonia, under 
its former name in August 2017, signed the 
so-called ‘Friendship Treaty’ with 
Bulgaria, which put an end to bilateral 
controversies and brought the two 
countries closer through an EU-oriented 
partnership, followed by the historic 
Prespa Agreement with Greece, which 
resolved a long-lasting dispute and 
ensured regional cooperation and good 
neighbourly relations in the region;

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Stelios Kouloglou, Konstantinos Arvanitis, Elena Kountoura, Dimitrios Papadimoulis, 
Petros Kokkalis
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, ECR, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
Opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 1

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

1. Expresses its deep disappointment 
at the EU’s failure to agree on opening 
accession talks with North Macedonia and 
Albania due to the blocking of France, 
Denmark and the Netherlands, since both 
countries have made considerable efforts 
and meet the EU’s requirements for 
opening accession negotiations;

1. Expresses its deep disappointment 
at the EU’s failure to agree on opening 
accession talks with North Macedonia and 
Albania due to the blocking of France, 
Denmark and the Netherlands, since both 
countries have made considerable efforts 
and meet the EU’s requirements for 
opening accession negotiations; points out 
that this decision is indicative of the EU’s 
lack of vision and the crisis it currently 
faces;

Or. en
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Amendment 12
Stelios Kouloglou, Konstantinos Arvanitis, Elena Kountoura, Dimitrios Papadimoulis, 
Petros Kokkalis
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, ECR, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
Opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 2

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

2. Commends North Macedonia for its 
historic and satisfactory settlement of 
difficult, open bilateral issues and the 
promotion of good neighbourly relations, 
notably through the Prespa Agreement with 
Greece, and the Treaty on Friendship, 
Good Neighbourliness and Cooperation 
with Bulgaria; calls on the Council to take 
into consideration the positive messages of 
these agreements and the counter-effects of 
its decision on political stability, regional 
cooperation and peaceful co-existence, and 
furthermore compliments the Republic of 
North Macedonia for its contribution to 
peace in the Balkans and for setting a 
shining example of how to find peaceful 
solutions to longstanding disputes; calls for 
the continuation of the Jean Monnet 
Dialogue with the Assembly of North 
Macedonia as a key instrument of support;

2. Commends North Macedonia for its 
historic and satisfactory settlement of 
difficult, open bilateral issues and the 
promotion of good neighbourly relations, 
notably through the historic Prespa 
Agreement with Greece, and the Treaty on 
Friendship, Good Neighbourliness and 
Cooperation with Bulgaria; calls on the 
Council to take into consideration the 
positive messages of these agreements and 
the counter-effects of its decision on 
political stability, regional cooperation and 
peaceful co-existence, and furthermore 
compliments the Republic of North 
Macedonia for its contribution to peace in 
the Balkans and for setting a shining 
example of how to find peaceful solutions 
to longstanding disputes; calls for the 
continuation of the Jean Monnet Dialogue 
with the Assembly of North Macedonia as 
a key instrument of support;
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Amendment 13
Stelios Kouloglou, Konstantinos Arvanitis, Elena Kountoura, Dimitrios Papadimoulis, 
Petros Kokkalis
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, ECR, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
Opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 3

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

3. Welcomes the fact that Albania has 
demonstrated its determination to advance 
on the EU reform agenda and has delivered 
tangible and sustained results, and also 
welcomes the judiciary reforms carried out 
by Albania; fully endorses the 
Commission’s recommendation on Albania 
in recognition of these encouraging reform 
efforts; considers that a swift opening of 
the screening process and accession talks 
would sustain and increase the momentum 
of reform; considers that the opening of 
negotiations would constitute a powerful 
catalyst for implementing reforms and 
consolidating democratic institutions and 
would contribute to enhancing EU 
scrutiny, accountability and full respect for 
the rights of minorities in both Albania and 
North Macedonia;

3. Welcomes the fact that Albania has 
demonstrated its determination to advance 
on the EU reform agenda and has delivered 
tangible and sustained results, and also 
welcomes the judiciary reforms carried out 
by Albania; fully endorses the 
Commission’s recommendation and the 
General Affairs Council conclusions of 
June 2018 and June 2019 on Albania in 
recognition of these encouraging reform 
efforts; considers that a swift opening of 
the screening process and accession talks 
would sustain and increase the momentum 
of reform; considers that the opening of 
negotiations would constitute a powerful 
catalyst for implementing reforms and 
consolidating democratic institutions and 
would contribute to enhancing EU 
scrutiny, accountability and full respect for 
the rights of minorities in both Albania and 
North Macedonia;
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Amendment 14
Stelios Kouloglou, Konstantinos Arvanitis, Elena Kountoura, Dimitrios Papadimoulis, 
Petros Kokkalis
on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, ECR, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
Opening accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

5a. EU enlargement process should 
focus on reforms beneficial to the citizens 
and society of accession countries, assist 
with reforms related to the rule of law, 
fundamental rights, functioning and 
independence of democratic institutions, 
freedom of expression, protection of civil 
and ethnic minorities, sustainable and 
inclusive growth, employment, education 
and environmental protection;

Or. en


