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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Is of the opinion that the amounts entered in the Draft Budget (DB) 2015 for heading 1b to
cover the minimum needs and objectives of cohesion policy as set by the Union in the
Treaty and in the policy legislative framework for 2014-2020 should be restored;

2. Notes with concern the clear statement of the 6th Cohesion Report that regional disparities
widened in particular during the crisis years 2008-2011, meaning that efforts of cohesion
policy will have to be significantly increased in order to reach the goals of economic,
social and territorial cohesion as stipulated in Article 174 TFEU;,

3. Notes that 2015 will be the second year of implementation of the new ESI funds cycle;
underscores the need for sufficient commitment and payment appropriations in order to
ensure that the programmes reach the intended number of beneficiaries and thus impact;

4. Notes with concern the decrease in payment appropriations under heading 1b by 5,0% to
EUR 51 601,9 million over 2014, while the so-called increase in commitment
appropriations of +3,6% stems mainly from the proposed mobilisation of the Flexibility
Instrument in 2015 to address the situation of Cyprus;

5. Notes with concern that, while the proposed level of payment appropriations will be
mainly dedicated to covering outstanding commitments and the winding down of
programmes, the Commission declares that the payments backlog will continue to grow
and is expected to reach around EUR 18 billion at the end of 2015, even if DAB No
3/2014 is approved;

6. Requests timely and precise information on the estimates regarding the evolution of
payments claims in 2014 and further clarification on how the Commission intends to
address the unsustainable level of outstanding payments already foreseen for the end of
2014 for heading 1b;

7. Notes with concern that the Commission seems to be unable to honour all payment
requests, calls on the Commission to provide all necessary details if resulting delays in
payments occur;

8. Asks the Commission what measures it intends to introduce in the future to prevent a
permanent gap between commitment appropriations and payment appropriations, and
thereby prevent regular payment backlogs.
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