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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Underlines that COP21 has highlighted the key role of cities and regions in the energy 
transition and their contribution to climate change mitigation; emphasises the key role of 
cohesion policy in achieving the objectives of the Renewable Energy Directive and of the 
Energy Union;

2. Considers, given the specific features of renewable energy sources and the potential to 
apply them on a range of scales and across many sectors of activity and systems, from the 
smallest to the largest, that European regions, their cities, and their urban, peri-urban, and 
rural areas are the nerve-centres of the transformation to clean societies with low 
emissions of carbon and other pollutants; takes the view that regional-level renewable 
energy sources should be exploited more efficiently; underlines that the increase in the use 
of renewable energy sources serves the objective of making them more affordable and of 
creating more jobs in the green sector;

3. Recalls that dependence on certain non-renewable energy sources has, in addition to its 
climate impact, undeniable geopolitical and security implications;

4. Considers that the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund can contribute to meeting the targets 
under Directive 2009/28/EC and the 2030 Framework for Climate and Energy, as well as 
funding research and innovation in connection with renewable energy generation while 
supporting job creation and economic growth; underlines the importance of thematic 
concentration within cohesion policy, since this should contribute to channelling 
investment towards the low-carbon economy including renewable energies, especially in 
light of the prominent role of the thematic objective ‘Supporting the shift towards a low-
carbon economy in all sectors’; calls on the Member States to increase their efforts and 
make best use of the funding opportunities existing for this purpose, while underlining the 
opportunities for local business development and job creation; recalls the common 
provisions in the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund supporting the eligibility of projects 
related to energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy sources in private 
households, public buildings and enterprises, and believes that regional renewable energy 
market integration, which could be achieved through such funding, would represent an 
important contribution of cohesion policy in that respect;

5. Points to the importance of close and detailed monitoring of the use of EU funding for 
efforts to increase renewables’ share of the energy mix, in order to compile a database to 
be used in assessing future strategies, as well as keeping track of funding and evaluating 
its effectiveness;

6. Points out the Cohesion Fund’s support for district heating, and welcomes the fact that 
renewable energy is increasingly being used in this sector as an alternative to fossil fuels;

7. Considers it disappointing that support for renewable energy sources, which accounted for 
1.1 % of cohesion policy funds for the 2007-2013 period, has risen to just 1.4 % of the 
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same funds for the 2014-2020 period; notes, therefore, the potential for cohesion policy 
funds to do more to help to meet the targets under Directive 2009/28/EC;

8. Notes that in some Member States which are still far from meeting the targets under the 
directive, the mobilisation of the ESI funds to develop renewable energy sources remains 
relatively modest; encourages the national, regional and local authorities, particularly in 
those Member States, to make full use of the potential offered by the ESI funds, and in 
this regard underlines the importance of bottom-up planning of sustainable energy 
measures and exchanging best practices; notes that the different needs, resources and 
levels of development across EU Member States and regions must be taken into 
consideration;

9. Encourages Member States to increase their cooperation in order to achieve their targets, 
in particular by making use of the cooperation mechanisms set up under the Renewable 
Energy Directive;

10. Maintains that the outermost regions, as well as regions with limited or non-existent 
infrastructure interconnections for energy systems (‘energy islands’), can set themselves 
the goal of self-sufficiency in energy, and underlines that the goal of energy security could 
be achieved through both ESIF and EFSI funding, such that, taking into account local 
resources, the energy potential of the regions in question could be fully utilised;

11. Believes also that steps should be taken to encourage, in all EU regions, the greatest 
possible degree of self-generation from renewable sources, starting with public buildings, 
in order to enhance overall self-sufficiency and, thereby, energy security;

12. Encourages European cities and regions to step up measures already in place or devised 
and make additional efforts to ensure clean, sustainable, safe, effective and energy-
efficient transport, using energy from renewable sources, as the progress achieved towards 
the 10 % objective for renewable energies’ share is not fully satisfactory; considers that 
investment in electrical charging point systems, conceived on a regional scale, should 
constitute a priority for all European cities and regions, on the basis of their specificities 
and needs in pursuit of the objective of maximum environment-friendly urban mobility; 
urges the financing of investment in renewable energy-powered public transport in all 
Member States, as well as the provision of additional financial incentives on the local and 
regional level, in order to favour the interconnectedness of urban and peri-urban areas and 
the promotion of greater self- sufficiency, competitiveness, economic growth, improved 
road safety and better conditions of employment;

13. Calls on the Commission, by carrying out quantitative measurements in relation to the ESI 
funding mobilised for the transport sector (EUR 70 billion), to gauge the real impact that 
the Funds have on efforts to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and other pollutants 
and achieve modal shifts in the transport sector;

14. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure that the EU Urban Agenda 
fully encompasses all targets agreed by Member States under Directive 2009/28/EC and 
those agreed by the Council for 2030, which contain an emissions reduction requirement 
with flexibility for Member States to determine their own cost-effective pathways;

15. Calls on the Commission, for the purposes of the new directive which will set the targets 
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to be reached by 2030 under the climate and energy framework, to devise national 
assessment indicators in close consultation with Member States, based on their regional 
specificities, with a view to achieving the EU targets under this framework;

16. Calls on the Commission and the EIB Group to intensify their efforts in promoting the 
EFSI and relevant Infrastructure and Innovation Window investment platforms, in order to 
mobilise investments in Member States with high renewable energy potential.
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