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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committees 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into the motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that European territorial cooperation, including cooperation across the EU’s 
external borders, is important for the regions in the Arctic; highlights that EU funding 
supporting the cooperation creates added value and should be maintained post-2020; 
notes that this cooperation has, in addition to a regional impact, important geopolitical 
and security implications; therefore calls on the Commission to develop a full-fledged 
EU Arctic Strategy taking into account all aspects of the cooperation;

2. Calls for the EU to be granted full observer status in the Arctic Council, with the 
support of current EU Members, in order to reinforce Arctic cooperation and to tackle 
the common challenges affecting the Arctic; in this context, invites Russia and Canada, 
as Arctic states invested in, and dependent on, their Arctic regions for, inter alia, 
economic and strategic reasons, to be more forthcoming in ensuring the EU obtains full 
observer status; asks that Parliament be kept fully informed about this process;

3. Highlights the vital role the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) have in 
developing the European Arctic and in creating sustainable growth and quality jobs 
targeted towards future-oriented sectors, and the need for responsible and respectful 
development of the Arctic's natural resources; draws attention to the permanent 
handicaps that need to be offset (Article 174 TFEU); highlights the long-term 
importance of the strategy in different areas, such as the digital agenda, climate change, 
blue growth etc.;

4. Underlines that cooperating closely with the regions and sub-regions, including 
overseas countries and territories, in the European Arctic is essential when building the 
EU-Arctic policy and EU funding for the area, as the regions, local communities and the 
indigenous population which are the final beneficiaries of policies relating to the Arctic, 
have strong expertise in the key topics; considers therefore that their views and opinions 
should be heard and taken into account;

5. Is of the opinion that a European Arctic stakeholder forum should be set up to enhance 
collaboration, coordination, complementarity and synergies between the different EU 
funding programmes and supports further efforts in this regard that could set an 
example also for other regions in and outside the EU; calls on the Commission to 
include within this forum all relevant regional organisations with the responsibility of 
delivering and monitoring the delivery of the ESI funding; furthermore, urges the 
Commission to ensure that the Arctic stakeholder forum’s work is kept to schedule and 
within budget;

6. Notes that in the Arctic region, the EU cooperates in sensitive areas, such as 
environmental protection, energy, transport and fisheries; emphasises, at the same time 
that – despite serious challenges – there are also valuable opportunities and assets in the 
Arctic and, therefore, it should be seen as a place for research, ecotourism, sustainable 
industry, green technology and know-how, areas that have the potential to benefit many 
companies – especially SMEs – which thrive on innovative business models and 
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innovative technologies; notes these opportunities, challenges and risks when investing 
in their current and potential socio-economic development;

7 Underlines that common challenges to the Arctic region, in particular the Arctic's fragile 
environment and the impact of climate change, can only be tackled in cooperation 
between all levels of governance, including the international one and by involving 
relevant stakeholders, in particular the civil society; recalls the responsibility taken by 
the Union in stepping up efforts to combat climate change; considers therefore that the 
Arctic region should contribute to sustainable development and mitigation of climate 
change in particular; stresses that ESIF should be used in this respect, taking into 
account the necessity of a faster transition towards a more sustainable development; 
recalls the effects of global warming on this region, and of changes in its ecosystem that 
will have consequences not only at a local but also on a global scale; underlines the 
need to closely monitor the effects of climate change in the region;

8. Stresses the importance of research cooperation in the Arctic, as it plays a key role, not 
only because it contributes to achieving a better understanding of the processes and 
phenomena taking place, but also because it serves, first of all, as a basis for developing 
proposals to adapt to the new situation; suggests, in this context, exploring the 
possibilities of developing cyber connectedness within the Arctic region and recalls that 
partnerships for research and innovation with regions in the Arctic should be enhanced; 
notes that – next to ESIF – financing instruments such as the EFSI, InnovFin, TEN-T or 
the Enterprise Europe Network could contribute to the identification of investment and 
research priorities in the region;

9. Stresses the importance of protecting the culture and fragile ecosystem for the 
inhabitants of the Arctic region; draws attention to the ongoing and direct impact of 
factors originating from inside and outside the region; calls for the Commission to 
embrace the proposal for the creation of a sanctuary in the international waters of the 
Arctic aimed at avoiding any further exacerbation of environmental problems and 
protecting the biodiversity and endangered ecosystems in the Arctic region;

10. Notes the proposal to establish the EU Arctic Information Centre and reaffirms its 
support for it, with a permanent office in Rovaniemi, Finland, with the aim of making 
information on the Arctic more accessible and available in all Member States, including 
on the projects funded by the EU; calls on the Commission to take the necessary action 
to set up the centre.
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