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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Recognises that cities, understood as towns, cities and urban and metropolitan areas, as 

well as small and medium-sized cities which are the backbone of EU territories, lack a 

formal role in the institutional framework of the Union, apart from that of their 

representatives in the Committee of the Regions (CoR), which has only an advisory 

role; emphasises, however, that almost all EU policies have a considerable direct or 

indirect impact on cities and that local elected representatives can be (under the 

partnership and multi-level governance principles) a vital intermediary between the EU 

and its citizens, who ought to be tangibly involved in the European integration process, 

via, inter alia, better mutual communication as well as quality information on the 

policies; 

2. Points out that the Leipzig Charter identifies cities as being irreplaceable economic, 

social and cultural assets and states that cities should assume responsibility for 

territorial cohesion; emphasises, therefore, the key role that should be accorded to cities 

in cohesion policy; 

3. Points out that there is no single definition of what constitutes the city in terms of 

population, area, functions, and level of autonomy, except for degree of urbanisation 

and concentration of residents, and that therefore each Member State may and will have 

different approaches to the term; 

4. Observes that the EU is incrementally strengthening the urban dimension of a number 

of its policies, as is shown e.g. by the entire ‘smart cities and communities’ concept 

(European Innovation Partnership), and such initiatives as the Urban Community 

Initiative I (URBAN I), URBAN II, sustainable urban development (Article 7 ERDF), 

the Urban Development Network, Urban Innovative Actions, the European Capital of 

Culture, European Green Capital and European Capital of Innovation, the Covenant of 

Mayors, and the Urban Agenda for the EU; 

5. Emphasises the key role of cities as well as of all local authorities in preparing, 

designing, financing and implementing key Union policies, e.g. tackling climate change, 

through an urban, economic, social and territorial development process enabling cities 

to address new challenges and seize opportunities within the upcoming EU funding 

period, with a view to mobilising available resources towards not only smart and 

sustainable, but also creative cities of the future; also stresses in this context the 

importance of worldwide strategies and initiatives, such as the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals or the Global Covenant of Mayors; 

6. Underlines the potential for an important role of cities in the Union’s external policies 

as a tool of public diplomacy, bringing people from different countries together and 

addressing issues that are for various reasons absent from high-level policy agendas, 

and therefore calls for better financing of the respective Union support mechanisms; 

7. Points out, however, that sometimes cities do not have the appropriate tools and 
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administrative capacity to participate in tendering procedures with a view to obtaining 

EU funds; welcomes, therefore, the establishment of a ‘one-stop shop’ for cities, whose 

website and documents should be available in all the official languages of the Union, 

and calls for better coordination and integration of the instruments and programmes 

dedicated to cities in various EU policies, to be achieved by designating a 

Commissioner who would take a political lead on the matter so as to give strategic 

direction to those policies, in keeping with the growing attention being paid by EU 

policies to urban areas, in that regard also taking into consideration the varied nature of 

the differences among European local authorities and their respective potential; stresses 

the importance of promoting a more balanced approach towards cities, regardless of 

their size, in relation to access to the instruments and programmes concerned, in 

particular by developing advisory capacities; 

8. Welcomes the Urban Agenda for the EU as a new model of multi-level governance 

based on partnership, engaging cities inter alia in the reviewing of existing legislation 

and reflection on the future shape of policies; stresses the need for an integrated and 

comprehensive approach in the practical implementation of the multi-level governance 

laid down by EU acts, in keeping with the fundamental goals of EU policies and noting 

the important complementary role being played by the place-based and bottom-up 

approaches, as exemplified by, for example, Community-Led Local Development 

(CLLD); 

9. Calls for the Urban Agenda to be coordinated, reinforced and formalised; believes that 

it should not remain a voluntary process and that Member States and the Commission 

should acquire more of its ownership and commit to carefully examining and, where 

possible, implementing, the recommendations received; 

10. Calls on partnerships working in the framework of the Urban Agenda to swiftly adopt 

their recommendations and action plans; calls on the Commission, furthermore, to 

demonstrate how such concrete proposals are taken into consideration, in particular with 

reference to better regulation, funding and knowledge, and to incorporate them, where 

appropriate, into future legislative proposals; calls on the Commission to consistently 

report to Parliament on these outcomes; 

11. Underlines that since cities have proved their capacity to efficiently manage integrated 

actions for sustainable urban development, they should be given a greater role in the 

implementation of all relevant policies; 

12. Urges the Commission to introduce a broad-based territorial impact assessment of the 

urban dimension of all relevant EU policies, in order to ensure that all future legislation 

is based on an analysis of the consequences of implementation at local and regional 

level; encourages the stronger and more active involvement of cities, city associations, 

local and regional authorities, the European Economic and Social Committee and the 

CoR, through effective cooperation in this process; 

13. Welcomes the establishment by the Commission of the Urban Data Platform; calls, 

however, on Eurostat and the Commission to gather and compile more detailed data, 

and flow data in particular, with a view to efficiently adjusting the existing policies and 

shaping the future ones; 
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14. Calls on the Member States to ensure that the diversity of their territorial structures is 

fully reflected in their proposals for appointment of CoR members, and to propose, 

where appropriate, the appointment of more representatives of the local level to the 

CoR; 

15. Stresses the importance of associations representing cities, such as EUROCITIES and 

the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR); calls for their closer 

active involvement in relevant Commission expert groups and Council working groups, 

if and when appropriate; also stresses the importance of the role of civil society in the 

political life of the EU and in defining European urban policy; 

16. Is convinced of the need for the role of cities in shaping future EU policies to be 

considerably strengthened; calls on the EU, therefore, especially with a view to long-

term considerations, to reassess the establishment of a European Urban Policy. 
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