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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission communication and the objectives of the EU's contribution to 
the COP21 Climate Conference to be held in Paris in December 2015; stresses the need 
for both the Commission and the Member States to enhance the visibility of the transport 
sector throughout the conference, with reference inter alia to initiatives such as the 
'Agenda of Solutions', and to play a leading role in achieving a transparent and binding 
international agreement, recognising the role of non-state actors; invites the Commission 
to actively support initiatives in the field of sustainable urban mobility and public 
transport in the framework of the conference;

2. Invites the Commission to offer its support and expertise to the parties of the COP21 
Conference in setting up their national contributions, while raising awareness regarding 
the role of the transport sector in adopting comprehensive strategies for reducing GHG 
emissions;

3. Recognises that the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) has committed to 
the development of a global market-based mechanism to reduce aviation emissions; 
deplores, however, the lack of progress and ambition until now; draws attention to the fact 
that globally agreed rules within the ICAO and the International Maritime Organisation 
(IMO) are required for aviation and maritime CO2 emission targets to be met; calls on all 
parties, therefore, to commit to an instrument and measures of an effective and structural 
nature guaranteeing reductions of CO2 emissions in aviation; calls on the IMO to speed up 
actions with a view to an agreement being reached to effectively regulate and decrease 
emissions from international shipping by the end of 2016; 

4. Calls for the Paris Protocol to include GHG reduction targets that are consistent with a 
global carbon budget in line with the 2 degree objective for international aviation and 
maritime shipping, and calls on all parties, including the Commission and the Member 
States, to commit within the Paris Protocol to global, quantified GHG reduction targets as 
a top priority, and to work through the ICAO and the IMO with a view to agreement by 
the end of 2016 on a credible instrument that can deliver on achieving the necessary 
reductions; highlights the importance of taking account of the specific situation of island 
and outermost regions, in order to ensure that environmental performance does not affect 
mobility and accessibility in these regions in particular;

5. Recognises that in accordance with the 5th Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, the global carbon budget that is likely to limit the temperature 
increase to below 2°C requires global cumulative emissions between 2011 and 2100 to 
stay below 1010 Gtons of CO2;

6. Believes that without a greater focus on reducing emissions from the transport sector, the 
overall climate targets will be impossible to reach, as transport is the only sector where 
greenhouse gas emissions have continued to grow (by 30 % over the last 25 years); 
stresses that only binding GHG reduction targets, together with the full integration of 
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renewables into the market, a technologically neutral approach to decarbonisation, and a 
more fully integrated transport and investment policy that incorporates modal shift 
policies together with technological advancement as well as transport avoidance (e.g. 
through sustainable logistics, smart urban planning and integrated mobility management) 
will be able to achieve this; 

7. Points out that 94 % of transport – mainly in the road, air and shipping sectors – is 
dependent on fossil fuel and that there is therefore an urgent need for measures to 
accelerate progress towards early achievement of the White Paper targets by 2030, with 
reference to renewable fuels, electricity and low-carbon alternatives; is of the opinion that 
improving the energy efficiency of transport should be one of the top priorities of 
European transport policy; stresses the need to strongly develop the distribution channels 
of new sustainable and emission-free sources of energy in order to support the ambitious 
shift to more sustainable energy and diminish dependency on fossil fuels and imported 
energy;

8. Points out that more than half of the world's population now lives in towns and cities and 
that urban transport is a major contributor to GHG emissions from the transport sector; 
urges the Commission and the Member States, therefore, to actively raise awareness of the 
role of sustainable urban mobility in achieving mitigation commitments; emphasises that 
responsible land use and planning and sustainable transport solutions in urban areas 
contribute efficiently to the aim of reducing CO2 emissions; calls on the Commission to 
take the measures needed to strongly promote public transport, shared mobility solutions 
and walking and cycling possibilities, especially in densely populated areas, and to make 
proposals to improve EU regulation, if needed, in order to promote multimodality and new 
mobility and logistics services; 

9. Stresses that a good energy mix is necessary in the transport sector and can be achieved by 
promoting alternative vehicles running with natural gas and biogas and all policies to 
strengthen sustainable modes of transport, including the electrification of transport and the 
use of intelligent transport systems ; stresses the need to put the emphasis on railways, 
trams, electrified buses, electric cars and e-bicycles, to incorporate the entire lifecycle 
perspective, and to aim for fully exploiting renewable energy sources; strongly encourages 
local public transport authorities and transport operators to become frontrunners in 
introducing low-carbon fleet and technologies; 

10. Emphasises the need for a step-by-step internalisation of climate impact from transport 
within a comprehensive package of measures for ‘getting prices right’ in this sector and 
establishing fair competition between the transport modes; calls on the Commission to 
ensure adequate EU financial instruments and investment funding, including Climate 
funds, for those projects in the transport sector which will have a positive environmental 
impact, while not excluding any mode of transport, and, especially, to encourage the 
development of sustainable urban mobility plans; calls, therefore, for a combination of 
several instruments, including measures to incorporate negative externalities and 
involving funding for research and development and for large-scale clean transport 
technology demonstration projects, and the creation of incentives for these technologies to 
be adopted;

11. Points out that both short- and long-term transport mitigation strategies are essential if 
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deep GHG reduction ambitions are to be achieved;

12. Points out that the use of space-based assets should be considered in the implementation 
of measures to mitigate and adapt to climate change, particularly through the monitoring 
and surveillance of greenhouse gas emissions; urges the Commission to actively 
contribute to a global monitoring system for CO2 and CH4; calls on the Commission to 
promote efforts towards developing an EU system of measuring GHG emissions in an 
autonomous and non-dependent manner, using and expanding the missions of the 
Copernicus programme;

13. Stresses that the EU needs to play its leadership role responsibly, and acknowledges that if 
its ambition and goals are not shared in other regions of the world the EU’s 
competitiveness could be hampered.
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