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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 

the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Welcomes the finding of the Court of Auditors that the accounts of the European Railway 

Agency ('the Agency') for the 2015 financial year are legal and regular in all material 

aspects; 

2. Notes that the Agency’s annual budget for 2015 was EUR 26.3 million in commitment 

and payment appropriations and that the average implementation rates were 99.1% in 

commitment (including carry-overs) and 89,78% in payment appropriations (90,59% of 

the appropriations committed in 2015); further notes that 10, 07% carried over to 2016 

mainly concern operational expenditures and that 96,3% of the appropriations carried 

over from 2014 have been executed; 

3. Notes an improvement compared to 2014 with regard to the carry-overs (18,98% for Title 

II compared to 24,53% in 2014 and 29,42% compared to 37,93% in 2014 for Title III); 

welcomes the fact that the indicative ceilings used by the Court of Auditors to assess the 

budget execution at the level of carry-overs (10% for Title 1, 20% for Title 2 and 30% for 

Title 3) have been reached;  

4. Regrets the fact that only 92,6% of the invoices were paid within the set deadline of 

30 days due to the delay in processing invoices by the Agency´s staff, shortage of cash 

and disagreement with suppliers on the content of the invoices; 

5. Regrets that corrective actions regarding the Court’s comments of 2013 regarding the 

double location of the Agency in Lille and Valenciennes have not yet been implemented; 

regrets also that the recommendation on the reinforcement of the recruitment procedures 

have also not yet been implemented; 

6. Regrets that full compliance with the Internal Control Standards has not yet been reached 

and that several activities with priority for 2015 are yet to be finalised, such as for 

example a procedure for job description, a competence management system, an incident 

management procedure; 

7. Notes the results of the second benchmarking exercise on the Agency's posts, with 

21,14% of the jobs dedicated to administrative support and coordination, 64.61% to 

operational tasks and 14,25% to control and financial tasks; regrets the decrease of 

proportion of staff directly affected to operational tasks; 

8. Highlights the Agency’s strategic role in improving competitiveness of rail with other 

modes of transport, by reducing administrative and technical barriers, encouraging 

market entry and ensuring non-discrimination, spending public money more efficiently 

on public rail transport services and through better governance of the infrastructure; 

9. Highlights the Agency's role in ensuring the safety and interoperability of European rail 

system; welcomes the Agency's role in the follow-up of the development, testing and 
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implementation of European Railway Traffic Management System (ERTMS), as well as 

in evaluating the specific ERTMS projects; notes furthermore that a review of the 

Agency's role (e.g. one-stop-shop for vehicle authorisation and safety certification) and 

powers forms part of the Fourth Railway Package; stresses that, as the Agency receives 

greater responsibilities, it will need to be given the necessary financial, material and 

human resources to perform its new and additional tasks effectively and efficiently; notes, 

with concern, the contradiction between the recently approved legislation extending the 

scope of the Agency's mission and the budgetary cuts related to the Agency to be 

implemented within the scope of the multi-annual financial framework 2014-2020; 

10. Supports the initiative taken by the Agency in 2015 to put in place a new process to get 

stronger engagement from Member States and stakeholders in the development of the 

2016 work programme; welcomes the launch of the ERTMS Stakeholder platform and 

recalls that ERTMS is crucial for achieving a Single European Railway Area; stresses, 

therefore, that an optimised coordination of ERTMS development and deployment that 

ensures a single, transparent, stable, affordable, and interoperable ERTMS system 

throughout Europe is a key priority;  

11. Welcomes the proactive approach of the Agency, which has set up a task force in 

preparation for the likely adoption, in 2016, of the Fourth Railway Package and the new 

status of the Agency and its expanding role;  

12. Welcomes the focused programme on the cleaning-up of national rules in order to reduce 

the impact or eliminate the existing barriers between Member States; 

13. Supports the progress of the Agency towards an increased cooperation with the European 

Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) and the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) in 

order to develop a common safety culture; 

14. Recalls the European Parliament's position in budgetary procedure for recovering of total 

amounts relocated from the Connecting Europe Facility to the European Fund for 

Strategic Investments; 

15. Regrets that declarations of interests are still missing for several Members of the Board 

and urges the Agency to make them public without delay; 

16. Welcomes the fact that the Agency has started the implementation of the action plan 

defined in the Agency Antifraud Strategy; deplores the fact, however, that , with the 

exception of management, the attendance rate of staffon training activities on fraud 

prevention was low; 

17. Notes that the Agency has adopted an Integrated Management System based on 

requirements specified in the Internal Control Standards and ISO 9001 series standards; 

18. Notes that the 2015 risk assessment exercise highlighted risks related to the extension of 

the Agency’s mandate in view of the entry into force of the technical pillar of the Fourth 

Railway Package as well as risks regarding potential security issues impacting 

interoperability and innovation challenges affecting railway competitiveness; 

19.  Proposes that Parliament grants discharge to the Executive Director of the Agency in 
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respect of the implementation of the Agency's budget for the financial year 2015. 
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