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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on the Internal Market and 

Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 

into its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas the transport sector has been at the forefront in the development and deployment 

of standards that are necessary for the creation of the Single European Transport Area; 

1. Welcomes the Commission communication on ICT Standardisation Priorities for the Digital 

Single Market; believes that encouraging EU-wide standardisation will contribute to the 

dismantling of barriers in the internal market, achieving EU policy objectives and 

addressing current challenges in the transport and tourism sectors, such as: 

a. achieving climate, environmental and energy efficiency goals by developing and 

supporting sustainable transport and tourism solutions, such as electric and hybrid cars, 

alternative fuels and door-to-door intermodal chain services, and by supporting 

initiatives like Clean Sky; 

b. improving safety by further supporting automation and boosting the efficiency of 

transport traffic management systems both at local and international levels, such as the 

European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS), European global satellite-based 

navigation systems (EGNOS and Galileo), River Information Services (RIS), Intelligent 

Transport Systems (ITS), the Vessel Traffic Management Information System (VTMIS) 

and the new generation European air traffic management system (SESAR); 

c. bringing about a competitive Single European Transport Area by dismantling obstacles, 

by promoting the integration of systems across all modes of transport, through 

strengthened interoperability, intermodality and interconnectivity, and by including 

transport solutions that are emerging from the collaborative economy; 

d. increasing the attractiveness, accessibility, quality and choice of transport and tourism 

services for all passengers and consumers, by providing them with more user-friendly 

and customised products and information; 

2. Points out that innovation in the transport and tourism sectors provides enormous 

opportunities and has a positive impact on both society and EU businesses, especially SMEs 

and start-ups, and insists on the need to develop new standards, where possible by pursuing 

a cross-domain approach, and to uphold standardisation in order to ensure the proper 

implementation of EU initiatives in the field of digitalisation, such as Cooperative 

Intelligent Transport Systems (C-ITS) and the development of transport applications within 

the EU Satellite Navigation Systems (Galileo and EGNOS); 

3. Notes that ICT standardisation will be beneficial for the development of transport- and 

tourism-related services and multimodal transport solutions; calls on the Commission, 

together with the European Standardisation Organisations (ESOs), to attach greater 

importance to this development when implementing its priority action plan for ICT 

standardisation, and in particular to explore the potential role of standardisation to support 

the technological changes and new business models emerging in the tourism sector; calls 

on the Commission to take swift action to promote the development of integrated smart 
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ticketing and information services and new mobility concepts such as Mobility-as-a-

Service; 

4. Calls on the Commission and Member States to promote, facilitate financing for and 

expedite the deployment of the necessary infrastructure, including through modernising, 

converting and retrofitting, for the market uptake of new technologies supported by 

European standards (e.g. alternative fuels infrastructure), in compliance with safety, health 

and environmental requirements; highlights that infrastructure is a long-term investment 

and that its standardisation should therefore ensure maximum interoperability and allow for 

future technological developments and their application; 

5. Underlines that given the context of global competition and the international nature of 

transport, the development of international standards is indispensable both to ensure 

interoperability and to broaden market opportunities for the EU industries; calls on the 

Commission to actively continue promoting the development of European standards at 

international fora; 

6. Regrets the fact that differences between national standards, such as those in the freight and 

logistics sector, remain a barrier to the internal market, and therefore calls on the 

Commission and the ESOs to develop appropriate standards to harmonise conditions at 

national level whenever deemed necessary, with a view to removing any possible barriers 

to the internal market; underlines the need to seek a cross-modal harmonisation of standards 

in this respect; 

7. Points out, moreover, that in addition to preventing market fragmentation, standardisation 

can significantly contribute to reducing the administrative burden and transport costs for all 

businesses (e.g. e-documents) and for SMEs in particular, and can facilitate the proper 

enforcement of EU legislation (e.g. digital tachographs, electronic toll systems); 

8. Calls on the Commission, furthermore, to pay attention to and provide assistance for 

candidate countries’ efforts to harmonise their standards with European standards, in order 

to minimise existing bottlenecks; 

9. Believes that ‘open standards’ in ICT prevent a lock-in of consumers, reduce costs, foster 

competition and innovation and guarantee interoperability; stresses the importance of open, 

transparent and inclusive standardisation processes; encourages the Commission and the 

ESOs to further promote open standards as a pillar of the Single European Transport Area 

architecture, while fully respecting the specific needs of the transport sector; 

10. Strongly believes that open data remains an essential element, particularly in the transport 

sector, for reaping all the benefits of the Digital Single Market, such as the promotion and 

development of multimodal transport; stresses, therefore, that more legal certainty, mainly 

in terms of ownership and responsibility, is required; calls on the Commission, therefore, to 

publish, without any further delay, a roadmap for the development of standards aimed at 

the harmonisation of publicly funded transport data and programming interfaces in order to 

boost data-intensive innovations and the provision of new transport services; 

11. Takes note of the cybersecurity concerns and the specificities of the threats in the transport 

sector; urges the Commission to address these specificities when adopting its 

recommendations on cybersecurity standards that are expected by the end of 2017, as a first 



 

AD\1122508EN.docx 5/7 PE597.623v02-00 

 EN 

step towards a comprehensive strategy on cybersecurity in the transport sector; 

12. Encourages the Commission to compile statistics with a view to better evaluating the impact 

of digitalisation and ICT on transport and tourism; 

13. Points out that the standardisation process in Europe must include standards that improve 

barrier-free accessibility to transport and transport services for people with disabilities and 

older people. 
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