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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

1. Insists on the strategic importance of the multiannual financial framework (MFF) for 

sectors relying on long-term investment such as the transport sector; calls on the 

Commission, therefore, to put forward a proposal and to engage urgently with the Council 

and Parliament to define the post-2020 MFF before the 2019 European elections;  

2. Highlights that transport infrastructures are the backbone of the single market, the basis 

for growth and job creation, and crucial to ensuring the four fundamental freedoms 

pertaining to persons, capital, goods and services; notes that accomplishing a single 

European transport area connected to neighbouring countries requires major transport 

infrastructure, which, in addition to adequate funding, must be treated as a key priority for 

the EU’s competitiveness and for territorial, economic and social cohesion; 

3. Stresses the importance of the goals set by COP 21 (the Paris Agreement) with regard to 

transport in order to combat climate change; stresses that financial means should be 

available to ensure a modal shift from road to rail and to waterborne and inland waterway 

transport, as well as to encourage Member States to invest in smart, sustainable, integrated 

public transport; recommends that attention should also be paid to noise and vibration 

reduction in transport in order to provide citizens with an environment of high quality; 

4. Underlines the need to support the definition and implementation of a strong industrial 

policy aimed at increasing safety, security, public health and environmental protection and 

the global competitiveness of Europe in the transport sector in order to achieve better 

connections and easier travel in all Member States; considers big data a strategic enabler 

for achieving the goals of EU transport policy and highlights the need to protect 

infrastructure that is critical for transport against cyber threats; 

5. Highlights that critical transport infrastructure should be considered of strategic interest 

for the European Union; 

6. Stresses that European added value can be achieved in transport infrastructure projects 

only if the EU has the capacity to include in its next MFF a regulatory framework and 

funding commensurate with its ambitions; 

7. Considers that the share of the total EU budget that is set aside for cohesion policy 

infrastructure projects should be increased post 2020, as the Cohesion Fund and European 

Regional and Development Fund make a major contribution to closing infrastructure and 

socio-economic gaps between regions and improving the average quality of infrastructure, 

reducing the connectivity gap between the more developed areas and the lagging regions; 

8. Considers that the next MFF should provide for an increase in EU funding, including 

structural and investment funds, for projects which contribute, in particular, to the 

completion of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) core network and its 

corridors, as well as funding for the deployment of electric vehicle infrastructure and other 

alternative energy transport solutions; reiterates that financial instruments cannot replace 

grants for TEN-T projects, which must remain the prime instrument of the future 
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Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), as some modes of transport such as rail or waterways 

are not attractive for private investors; 

9. Takes the view that grants should not be used to compensate for losses in projects that are 

economically unsustainable;  

10. Invites the Commission to propose, in the next MFF, coherent and transparent measures to 

facilitate, encourage and coordinate, with the support of the EU agencies, synergies 

between the European structural and investment funds (ESIF), CEF and Horizon 2020 for 

transport-related projects, especially with a view to supporting those projects in cross-

border regions and along the TEN-T; calls for a coordination system in order to optimise 

the synergies of grants and financial instruments; calls for a more active involvement of 

DG MOVE in the coordination of transport infrastructure across different European 

Funds; 

11. Believes that within the context of the next MFF there should be the possibility to further 

develop and extend the existing core and comprehensive TEN-T network corridors, 

including into relevant third countries to support projects of common interest in the 

transport sector; 

12. Stresses that Brexit will not only have a general impact on the budget but also particularly 

sizable direct and indirect effects on European transport policy, especially in aviation and 

sea transport; 

13. Invites the European Coordinators to conduct a thorough assessment of the projects 

completed and the improvements achieved along the TEN-T Corridors during the current 

programming period, and to present it to the Commission and Parliament; calls on the 

Commission to reflect upon this assessment in preparing the next MFF; 

14. Underlines the fact that EU co-funding should include, as a key priority in the European 

Territorial Cooperation (ETC – Interreg), small-scale cross-border infrastructure projects 

for re-establishing regional cross-border missing links; 

15. Stresses the absolute necessity for adequate financing, including for research and 

innovation in the future FP9, in areas such as electric and hydrogen vehicles, driverless 

and connected cars; 

16. Considers that strengthening the governance of EU macro-regional strategies will 

contribute to the development of EU added-value projects; 

17. Highlights the importance of the involvement, within the Danube Strategy, of all riparian 

countries in order to avoid bottlenecks in navigation; calls for the establishment of a top-

down approach in order to ensure efficient implementation of the Danube Strategy, 

especially regarding the navigability of inland waterways; 

18. Considers that an updated and more effective CEF, which covers all modes of transport, 

including road infrastructure and inland waterways, focusing on interconnections and on 

the completion of the network in peripheral areas while using common standards, is 

necessary; stresses that the CEF must benefit from increased financing in order to cover 

all transport needs, including digital solutions, modal shift and clean transport; believes 
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that the CEF should promote pilot programmes for the benefit of all means of 

transportation in order to increase safety, security, environmental protection and EU 

competitiveness; stresses that investment in transport infrastructure is an investment in 

long-term growth and jobs; calls on the Commission, therefore, to put forward a proposal 

for an updated CEF Regulation as soon as possible, so that it can be approved before the 

2019 European elections; 

19. Recalls that nine core network corridors are identified in the annex to the CEF Regulation, 

which includes a list of projects pre-identified for possible EU funding during the period 

2014-2020, based on their added value for TEN-T development and their maturity status; 

believes that an upgraded and more effective CEF should prioritise more direct linkages 

between more core and comprehensive networks and should introduce an emphasis on 

promoting greater links between comprehensive networks, including, for example, 

horizontal priorities such as Motorways of the Sea; believes that this should be reflected in 

any list of pre-identified projects to be included in the next CEF Regulation; 

20. Stresses that funding for completing the single European rail area should be safeguarded 

and considers that greater focus is required on improving safety, completing rail 

connections between Member States and ensuring the maintenance of existing rail 

infrastructure; considers that financing should also be used for noise reduction and 

secondary rail connection renovation; stresses, furthermore, that the European Rail Traffic 

Management System (ERTMS) Commission coordination should aim to incentivise the 

participation of investors and that the deployment of the ERTMS should be brought 

forward in order to further implement common technical standards and maximise the 

benefits in terms of interoperability; stresses that co-funding of the Shift2Rail Joint 

Undertaking should be stepped up; 

21. Reiterates the importance of enabling the full use of the Single European Sky as a crucial 

step forward for European airspace; stresses the need for adequate funding and transparent 

spending, including for airspace users, for the deployment and implementation of 

components of Single European Sky ATM Research (SESAR); calls for financing, as part 

of the SESAR programme, for research into unmanned aircraft air traffic management 

(ATM) and for the completion of the European Digital ATM; reiterates that, within the 

framework of the Single European Sky, effective ATM can cut fuel consumption and 

emissions by 10 %; calls for appropriate financial resources to be allocated to the Clean 

Sky Joint Undertaking;  

22. Underlines the fact that the revision of Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 envisages 

broadening the scope of competence of the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA); 

stresses the importance of allocating adequate funding to the EASA so as to ensure the 

successful uptake of these new responsibilities; 

23. Calls on the Commission to safeguard continued funding for the EU flagship space 

programmes Galileo, the European Geostationary Navigation Overlay (EGNOS) and 

Copernicus; calls for the allocation of the necessary amounts for the Clean Sky Joint 

Undertaking and the future Space technologies for Europe (STEPP) Joint Technology 

Initiative to be safeguarded; asks the Commission to swiftly devise a proposal for the 

future GOVSATCOM, together with the appropriate financing; reiterates the importance 

of achieving global European EGNOS coverage and of ensuring that it is extended to 
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countries that are part of the neighbourhood policy; considers that the proper research 

budget in these sectors is essential in order to ensure European autonomy in access to 

space;  

24. Reiterates the importance of securing appropriate funding for Joint Undertakings, among 

others SESAR, Shift2Rail and Clean Sky; considers that Shift2Rail should prioritise 

interoperability projects and maximise the benefits for interoperability in the Single 

European Rail Area; believes it important to allocate funding that will enable 

infrastructure to be maintained and quality criteria to be respected, in order to guarantee 

greater consumer protection and safety; 

25. Reiterates the importance of safeguarding the necessary funding for the development of 

innovative and effective Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) applications, user-

need-based and value-added services; 

26. Calls on the Commission, in the forthcoming MFF, to support a programme of 

institutional orders of satellite launches for European launchers and a programme to 

monitor space debris; 

27. Underlines the importance of secured funding to achieve an integrated maritime policy, as 

a flagship initiative for cross-sectoral and transnational governance, as well as for 

optimising multimodal connections and shifting to clean and digital transport services and 

sustainable modes of transport, including public transport and inland waterways; stresses 

that the deployment of the River Information Services should be brought forward to 

support cross-border operations; 

28. Calls on the Commission to give fresh impetus to the EU’s role in the Mediterranean Sea 

through a strategy to upgrade and modernise seaports in the Mediterranean, as vital 

European trade hubs; 

29. Recalls that ports function as gateways to trade, energy nodes and industry clusters; 

underlines the position of ports in the European transport network; stresses that funding 

for completing and improving the inland waterway core network, integrated within the 

multimodal network, should be safeguarded; highlights that ports and inland 

waterways require sufficient funding in order to face the current and future challenges for 

providing smart, efficient and sustainable transport systems; recognises that ports and 

inland waterways can play an important role in decarbonising the economy, by offering 

alternative energy solutions; 

30. Stresses that funding should also be provided in the next period for intelligent transport 

system (ITS) and cooperative ITS projects in view of transport needs; 

31. Calls on the Commission to add a specific item to the budget for those ports which have to 

deal with the economic and social burden of the migration crisis; 

32. Stresses the role of European transport agencies in harmonising and integrating the 

various modes of transport in the European Economic Area; calls, in view of the ever 

greater role and workload entrusted to them by legislation, for their operational resources 

to be negotiated accordingly in the future budgetary framework; 
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33. Stresses the importance of shifting towards a sustainable, innovative and digital tourism 

sector, which requires better coordination between tourism and infrastructure projects; 

considers that a specific budget line for tourism should be created in order to move 

towards a genuine European tourism policy; believes that initiatives such as those 

promoting innovative sustainable travel experiences for young people should be welcome; 

considers, however, that they should not replace other cultural initiatives and suggests that 

proper means for adequate financing should be further promoted; 

34. Stresses that the long-term competitiveness and sustainability of European tourism should 

be ensured, including by taking full advantage of innovation in the sector and ICT 

solutions; considers that booking processes should be reviewed and a centralised, 

customer-oriented digital booking system framework should be envisaged;  

35. Encourages the Commission to co-finance the interconnection between the EuroVelo 

network and the EU rail network and thus encourage sustainable tourism through the 

different regions;  

36. Reiterates the importance of safeguarding funds for infrastructure within the framework of 

the Neighbourhood Policy in order to ensure deployment on the TEN-T and cross-border 

infrastructure coordination;  

37. Stresses the need to include the various sectors of transport, particularly the industrial 

component, in thinking at the Commission and by the EEAS and various directorates-

general, with a view to drawing up an economic diplomacy strategy to promote European 

actors in the sector internationally; 

38. Considers that the future MFF should provide maximum predictability and flexibility in 

order to allow the full utilisation of the resources committed within it, ensuring a fair 

distribution in all regions of the Union, which should therefore guarantee that any surplus 

resulting from under-implementation of the EU budget, particularly in a public policy 

sector, and de-commitments resulting from non-implementation, are made available again 

in the budget for the sector concerned; calls on the European Union, in this context, to 

maintain large elements of co-financing when selecting projects under the MFF; stresses 

the importance of a more active involvement of DG MOVE in the coordination of 

transport infrastructure across different European Funds; 

39. Stresses that EU investment in new technologies for sustainable transport, with regard to 

methods of propulsion in particular (i.e. electricity, hydrogen, biofuels, etc.), must be 

based on the principle of technological neutrality, leaving the market and citizens the 

freedom to choose from among the different transport solutions. 
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