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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Regional Development, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

A. whereas thematic concentration, aiming to increase the effectiveness of the European 

Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) and to support regions’ efforts towards 

implementing the Europe 2020 strategy, has purposely focused investments under 

thematic objective 7 on improving the quality of transport infrastructure, including the 

efficient use of existing infrastructure; 

B. whereas cohesion policies need to be stepped up to reverse the growing differences 

between Member States, including by increasing the budget of the European Union; 

C. whereas the Cohesion Fund (CF) and the European Regional Development Fund 

(ERDF) provide support for the development of both the TEN-T network and regional 

and local transport infrastructure not located on the TEN-T, in particular in less 

developed Member States and regions where considerable effort is still needed to close 

missing links, remove bottlenecks and modernise rolling stock; 

D. whereas the transport sector and the infrastructure for that sector are central and 

essential to the development of any country, as well as to the wellbeing of the Member 

States’ population, which is why the transport sector remains a key investment area 

contributing to growth, competitiveness and development by boosting the economic 

potential of every EU region, thus furthering economic and social cohesion, supporting 

the internal market and thereby facilitating cohesion, integration and social and 

economic inclusion, countering imbalances between regions, facilitating access to 

services and training in the most remote regions currently at risk of depopulation, and 

strengthening business start-up and development networks; 

E. whereas the development of the Core Network Corridors includes, as an integral part, 

components such as alternative fuels infrastructure (charging equipment) and intelligent 

and innovative transport systems, and plays an essential role as enabler for the 

decarbonisation of the transport system as a whole; 

F. whereas around EUR 24 billion have been allocated under the 2014-2020 financing 

period through the CEF, especially for rail projects; 

G. whereas the total budget for Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) Transport is EUR 24.05 

billion for the period 2014-2020, of which EUR 11.305 billion is made available 

specifically for projects located within the territories of Member States that are eligible 

for the Cohesion Fund; 

H. whereas sustainable investment plays a critical role not only in tackling capacity 

constraints and deteriorating infrastructure, but also in providing long-term 

maintenance; 

I. whereas Member States face the common challenge of financing transport infrastructure 

with a tight budget and creating a network that better integrates and connects the 
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different transport modes, as well as ensuring efficient transport services and passenger 

safety; 

J. whereas most of the EU funds allocated for transport are managed inside the 

Commission by DGs other than DG Move, a situation which does not favour a 

harmonised approach to the completion of TEN-T; 

1. Notes the still limited progress made in the completion of the strategic parts of the core 

and comprehensive TEN-T networks through projects planned under the ERDF and the 

CF, and a low rate of project selection; regrets the delayed implementation of the 

current programming period, which has had a significant negative impact on railway 

transport investments; invites the Commission therefore to investigate how present 

limitations in implementation could be overcome, and calls on it to propose ways of 

increasing the project selection rate; 

2. Recalls that the Member States were obliged by the regulations and the partnership 

agreements completed with the Commission to present, by the end of 2016, their 

transport strategies up until 2030; calls on the Commission, therefore, to provide 

Parliament with an evaluation of the proposals from national strategies, national 

Operational Programmes and TEN-T, and to elaborate and make public an informal 

strategy for transport based on the national strategies developed by Member States 

under the partnership agreements; calls on the Commission to also draw up, make 

public and continuously update a TEN-T map of the transport projects under 

implementation or proposed under the Member States’ Operational Programmes for 

both the 2007-2013 and 2014-2020 financing periods; calls on the European Court of 

Auditors (ECA) to compile special reports about the implementation of projects across 

Member States regarding project preparation periods, procurement procedures, the cost 

of feasibility studies and engineering, the cost of construction, and economic efficiency; 

calls on the Commission, moreover, to take the ECA’s Special Reports into 

consideration and to evaluate the possibility of sharing best practices in order to 

harmonise procedures and establish standard costs that would allow the better spending 

of EU money;  

3. Calls on the Commission to review its internal administrative rules in order to increase 

DG Move’s involvement in decisions on transport-related projects and procedures; calls 

also on the Commission to evaluate the possibility of improving and strengthening the 

involvement of responsible DGs in transport-related operational programmes in order to 

better implement the TEN-T Regulation; 

4. Calls on the Commission to use the findings of the aforementioned evaluation for post-

2020 transport policy regulations; 

5. Stresses that several Member States are still lagging behind as regards meeting basic EU 

common transport policy targets on reducing emissions, the modal shift towards rail and 

sustainable inland waterways, especially when comparing central and eastern Member 

States with western ones; points out that their specific needs are not always aligned with 

the EU’s investment priorities and calls, therefore, for the necessary support and help 

from the Commission in financing transport projects under the ERDF and the CF and 

for support for the medium- to long-term investment programmes; recommends also 

that the Commission allocate technical assistance to countries falling behind with regard 
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to the achievement of fundamental EU objectives in the transport sector; 

6. Calls for continued and balanced support to the TEN-T core and comprehensive 

networks and horizontal priorities, and invites the Commission and Member States to 

make full use of the potential of the European Regional Development Fund and 

Cohesion Fund for European cross-border infrastructure projects, in order to complete 

the core and comprehensive Trans-European Transport Network, as well as to maintain, 

upgrade and renovate existing infrastructure and better integrate national transport 

networks into cross-border connections in terms of interconnectivity, intermodality and 

interoperability; stresses in this context the need for adequate budget envelopes and 

clearly structured funding programmes under the transport and cohesion policies post 

2020, with a focus on dismantled and abandoned regional cross-border missing links; 

7. Acknowledges the wider application of the blending approach; calls, however, for a 

substantial increase in the exchange of best practice, technical assistance and 

preparatory toolkits for Member States to disseminate information on financial 

instruments; also recalls that financial instruments are not always appropriate to finance 

railway, inland waterways or cross-border projects and that smaller countries face 

difficulties in implementing PPPs; stresses in this context the need to catalyse public 

and private finance with a view to the completion of the TEN-T core network by 2030; 

stresses also the need to maintain a strong grant component in the EU funds as grants 

remain an essential tool in attracting private financing and closing gaps between 

Member States, as well as in guaranteeing a fair balance between public and private 

investors in the sharing of profits and losses; recommends that the Commission 

identifies suitable financial instruments to ensure interconnectivity throughout the EU, 

coupled with more efficient and safer transport services; emphasises, however, that new 

EU financing instruments or new EU funds cannot be created at the expense of 

transport policy funding or any transport-specific financial envelopes; 

8. Emphasises, in the light of the future challenges facing the EU transport policy in the 

global market, particularly with regard to new technologies, ITS and growing market 

competition, the necessity of maintaining at least the same level of funding for EU 

transport investment projects; 

9. Calls for cohesion policy funds to be allocated to the development of multimodal 

infrastructure, including support for the design of multimodal terminals and the 

development of ITS systems for combined transport; 

10. Invites the Commission and Member States to continue the co-financing of projects in 

the next programming period in accordance with the principle of ‘use it or lose it’; 

11. Encourages the Member States and the regions to apply the user and polluter pays 

principle to charging for their road networks, in order to encourage green logistics and 

to generate revenue that can compensate the different public budgets involved; 

12. Supports the allocation of adequate resources to research, programmes and projects 

promoting road safety in Europe, in line with the Valletta Declaration on Road Safety; 

13. Encourages the Commission, the Member States and the regions to step up their support 

for the bicycle infrastructure, such as the further development of the EuroVelo network, 



 

PE616.793v02-00 6/8 AD\1148600EN.docx 

EN 

in combination with European railway connections; 

14. Stresses the need to ensure that resources are made available to support sustainable 

urban mobility, the development of intelligent transport systems, projects for cyclists 

and pedestrians and improved accessibility to transport for persons with a disability. 
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