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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Takes note of the proposed draft budget for the EU Transport policy in heading 1a, Title 

6 ‘mobility and transport’; insists that the Union transport policy is essential for the free 

movement of persons and goods, for the global European integration, for the social and 

territorial cohesion of the Union, and for the overall competitiveness; stresses thus that 

this policy needs an ambitious budget for the transport sector in order to maintain the 

credibility of on-going projects and guarantee an appropriate network of infrastructures 

and ensure its correct functioning, as well as its safety, secure long-term investment that 

bolsters European businesses, and mobilise complementary private financing; 

2. Believes the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) to be a vital instrument providing 

significant European added value in terms of optimising the transport network in the 

Union as a whole by linking together and/or modernising new and existing transport 

infrastructure; highlights the crucial role played by CEF in the transport sector for 

achieving the completion of the TEN-T core and comprehensive networks, and points 

out that for long term planning, CEF requires a stable and appropriate financing; regrets 

that, in the past, budget cuts have been made at the detriment of CEF and insists that 

any new cuts in this programme is not acceptable; takes note that the Commission 

proposes for the CEF Transport an increase of 39,4 % and 5,3 % respectively in 

commitments and payments and considers that, taking into account that 2019 is the first 

year of the current multi-annual financial framework where additional financing can be 

requested for projects which started between 2014 and 2016, these amounts are a 

minimum; 

3. Welcomes the relocation of the money from the Cohesion Fund for an amount of EUR 

1.7 billion in 2019 to CEF Transport programme; recalls that these funds are earmarked 

exclusively 'TEN-T' infrastructure projects in the Member States eligible for the 

Cohesion Fund; 

4. Stresses that the Rail Baltica project, based on the European track gauge, is one of the 

most important of its kind in the Union, but that the proposed funding is inadequate; 

calls on the Commission, therefore, to ensure that Union financing is maintained at the 

same unchanging level; 

5. Welcomes that a new CEF Transport call has been launched in May 2018 to support the 

policy orientations of the 3rd Clean Mobility Package and that additional calls will be 

launched in 2019; recalls the success of the 2017 blending call and urges the 

Commission to repeat such a call for the year 2019; stresses, this year again, the 

necessity to ensure the complementarity between CEF and other funds, in particular the 

EFSI for revenue generating projects, to maximise the Union added-value in project 

financing and trigger additional private investment in large scale innovation such as 

ERTMS and digital enhancements; at the same time reminds that, in the domain of CEF 

Transport, financial grants shall remain the main instrument to fund sustainable 

infrastructure and cross-border projects along the TEN-T corridors; 
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6. Recalls the obligations under the Paris agreement; points out that in the near future, 

Europe will have to face increasing challenges linked to transports, such as climate 

change mitigation and increasing demand in freight transport, that will have to include 

energy transition and new forms of mobility, and recalls that such challenges will 

require sufficient funding for Europe to remain inclusive and competitive; stresses 

therefore the fundamental importance to support and allocate adequate funding for 

modal shift, for the realisation of the low-carbon Single European Railway Area , such 

as through the implementation of ERTMS, rail freight, high speed rail, cross-border rail 

connections, for the promotion of motorways of the sea and inland waterways, 

including low-emission ferries, in order to achieve a sustainable transport sector; 

maintains, moreover, that efficient green logistics management encompassing all 

transport modes in the Union can do much to relieve traffic congestion and reduce CO2 

emissions and urges the Commission to promote digitalisation in logistics; 

7. Recalls the importance to foster extensive synergies between CEF Transport and CEF 

Digital in order to maximise the financial leverage for projects aimed at boosting the 

digitalisation of the TEN-T corridors; 

8. Believes that the EU budget contribution to the transport-related agencies should reflect 

their tasks; notes that the budget allocated for EASA is stable, that the budget for 

EMSA has slightly increased and that the budget allocated for ERA has unfortunately 

decreased compared to the previous budget year; recalls that the scope of competence 

for ERA, EASA and EMSA has recently been broadened which requires adequate 

funding and staffing to ensure the successful uptake of their new responsibilities; 

recalls, in that regard, the very significant evolution of the EASA mandate resulting 

from the recent adoption of its revised basic regulation with new competences, such as. 

drones, ATM/ANS, environment, cyber security, research and international presence, 

and therefore the budget proposal on EASA should be increased in terms of human and 

financial resources to be adequately equipped to maintain a high level of safety for 

Union citizens; 

9. Recalls that space is a key sector for the Union, that Galileo and EGNOS are widely 

used in the transport sector and that EGNOS has been fully operational since 2011 for 

the benefit of all transport modes; stresses that Galileo is entirely financed by the EU 

budget and that its full deployment will bring major benefits for the EU economy by 

providing real services to its industries and citizens; takes note that Galileo currently 

operates with 22 satellites and that its full deployment should be achieved by 2020 once 

its 30 satellites will be in orbit; considers therefore, and taking into account the pressing 

challenge of cybersecurity, that it is of the utmost importance that an appropriate budget 

is allocated to secure the next satellites launches; draws attention to the key tasks of the 

European Global Navigation Satellite Systems Agency (GSA) as regards Galileo and 

the European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS); believes that the 

GSA has to be sufficiently staffed to ensure that European satellite navigation system 

programmes (GNSS) operate properly and can be exploited to advantage;  

10. Believes that improving the efficiency of the transport sector and reducing its level of 

emissions are interdependent objectives that research and innovation can greatly 

contribute to achieve in association with the relevant EU Agencies; takes note of the 

proposed stability for the budget allocated under the programme Horizon 2020 to 
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SESAR 2 (both for R&D and for the implementation of Air Traffic Management 

(ATM) system), Shift2Rail, Clean Sky 2 and the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 joint 

undertakings while highlights the importance of ensuring appropriate funding for the 

success of these programmes;  

11. Believes that Union funding to transport infrastructure should take into account the 

following aspects:  

- interconnectivity between the corridors and the comprehensive network and cross- 

border connections;  

- intermodality as a basis for decisions on projects;  

- interoperability as a condition for co-financing transport projects;  

- quality of co-financed projects rather than their quantity or size;  

- participation of citizens in transparent decision-making and monitoring the 

development of large projects of over EUR 1 billion total investment;  

12. Regrets that the Union is not always successful in communicating about the direct 

effects of its policies and financial programmes, including a lack of assessment of those 

effects; points out that, with respect to the transport sector, the overall lack of awareness 

about passengers’ rights in the Union is very concerning and regrets that those 

regulations, especially in the aviation or rail sectors, are not always applied consistently 

across all Member States; underlines that at a time when disinformation campaigns can 

easily be launched, greater support must be devoted to this matter;  

13. Stresses that pilot projects and preparatory actions are useful opportunities for 

Parliament to give a direct financial incentive to initiatives supporting its legislative 

work and for which the Commission is directly accountable; regrets that results 

stemming from those projects and actions are not always consistently reported and asks 

the Commission to present by the end of the mandate a thorough analysis of the projects 

financed under this legislature, as well as guidelines spelling out not just the aims, but 

the method of their selection. 
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