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Amendment  1 

Jens Rohde, Pavel Telička 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 4 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

4. Notes that, in 2016, the operational 

costs (Title 3) represented 87,8 % of the 

overall S2R JU budget; further notes that, 

for the operational budget, the S2R JU 

attained a rate of implementation of 100 % 

for the commitment appropriations and a 

rate of payment appropriations of 86,6 % ; 

4. Notes that, in 2016, the operational 

costs (Title 3) represented 87,8 % of the 

overall S2R JU budget including the 

expected un-used appropriations not 

required in the year (Title 4); further notes 

that, for the operational budget, the S2R JU 

attained a rate of implementation of 100 % 

for the commitment appropriations and a 

rate of payment appropriations of 86,6 %; 

notes that the payment appropriations 

were used for the pre-financing of the 

grants resulting from the 2015 and 2016 

calls for proposals; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  2 

Jens Rohde, Pavel Telička 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 7 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

7. Notes that the S2R JU has set up a 

risk management policy but has not yet 

performed a specific anti-fraud assessment; 

notes also that, since only pre-financing of 

projects has been paid in 2016, no ex-post 

controls have been carried out; encourages 

the S2R JU to adopt, as soon as possible, 

an ex-post control strategy; asks the S2R 

JU to provide details on the risk 

management system, and in particular on 

how to avoid conflicts of interest; 

7. Notes that the S2R JU has set up a 

risk management policy but has not yet 

performed a specific anti-fraud assessment, 

nor has it established an action plan for 

the implementation of its own anti-fraud 

strategy; notes also that, since only pre-

financing of projects has been paid in 

2016, no ex-post controls have been 

carried out; encourages the S2R JU to 

adopt, as soon as possible, an ex-post 

control strategy; asks the S2R JU to 

provide details on the risk management 

system, and in particular on how to avoid 
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conflicts of interest; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  3 

Jens Rohde, Pavel Telička 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Is concerned that in its procedure 

for the procurement services, S2R JU sets a 

maximum contract budget, which does not 

seem to be based on a cost estimation 

process and a reasonable market price 

reference system; asks the S2R JU to put in 

place appropriate cost estimation processes 

before launching procurement procedures; 

8. Is concerned that in its procedure 

for the procurement services, S2R JU sets a 

maximum contract budget, which does not 

seem to be based on a cost estimation 

process and a reasonable market price 

reference system; asks the S2R JU to put in 

place appropriate cost estimation processes 

before launching procurement procedures 

in order to ensure the cost-effectiveness of 

its multi-annual service contracts, as 

experience shows that most of the bids 

received were close to the maximum 

budget; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  4 

Maria Grapini 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

8. Is concerned that in its procedure 

for the procurement services, S2R JU sets a 

maximum contract budget, which does not 

seem to be based on a cost estimation 

process and a reasonable market price 

reference system; asks the S2R JU to put in 

place appropriate cost estimation processes 

before launching procurement procedures; 

8. Is concerned that in its procedure 

for the procurement services, S2R JU sets a 

maximum contract budget, which does not 

seem to be based on a cost estimation 

process and a reasonable market price 

reference system; asks the S2R JU to put in 

place appropriate cost estimation processes 

before launching procurement procedures 
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in order to prevent bottlenecks; 

Or. ro 

 

Amendment  5 

Kateřina Konečná 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8a. Stresses that the S2R Joint 

Undertaking should operate in an open 

and transparent manner, providing all 

relevant information available in a timely 

manner to the competent authorities, 

establishing a mechanism for 

consultation with all stakeholders using 

the goods and services of the railway 

sector, and ensuring the adequate 

promotion of its activities, including 

information and awareness-raising 

activities aimed at the wider public. The 

rules of procedure of the bodies of the 

S2R Joint Undertaking should be made 

publicly available. 

Or. cs 

 

Amendment  6 

Kateřina Konečná 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 8 b (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 8b. Notes that, in order to achieve its 

objectives and to ensure the equitable 

participation of other undertakings, in 

particular small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs), and other investors, 

and with a view to modernising the 
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integrated European railway sector, the 

S2R Joint Undertaking should provide an 

EU contribution to its activities 

through open and transparent procedures, 

mainly in the form of grants to members, 

e.g. in the form of public procurement 

contracts or grants awarded following 

open and transparent calls for tenders; 

Or. cs 

 

Amendment  7 

Jens Rohde, Pavel Telička 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 10 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

10. Underlines the importance of 

research and innovation in the rail sector in 

order to achieve a significant reduction of 

the life-cycle cost of the railway transport 

system and to achieve significant increases 

in capacity of the railway transport system, 

in reliability and punctuality, as well as in 

order to remove the remaining technical 

obstacles to interoperability and to reduce 

the negative externalities linked to 

transport; 

10. Underlines the importance of 

research and innovation in the rail sector in 

order to achieve a significant reduction of 

the life-cycle cost of the railway transport 

system and to achieve significant increases 

in capacity of the railway transport system, 

in reliability and punctuality, as well as in 

order to remove the remaining technical 

obstacles to interoperability and to reduce 

the negative externalities linked to 

transport; highlights also that the 

objectives of the S2R JU are to achieve a 

Single European Railway Area and to 

enhance the attractiveness and 

competitiveness of the European railway 

system; 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  8 

Maria Grapini 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 10 
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Draft opinion Amendment 

10. Underlines the importance of 

research and innovation in the rail sector in 

order to achieve a significant reduction of 

the life-cycle cost of the railway transport 

system and to achieve significant increases 

in capacity of the railway transport system, 

in reliability and punctuality, as well as in 

order to remove the remaining technical 

obstacles to interoperability and to reduce 

the negative externalities linked to 

transport; 

10. Underlines the fact that research 

and innovation in the rail sector are 

decisive for the development of a safe and 

globally competitive rail sector and play 

an important role in order to achieve a 

significant reduction of the life-cycle cost 

of the railway transport system and to 

achieve significant increases in capacity of 

the railway transport system, in reliability 

and punctuality, as well as in order to 

remove the remaining technical obstacles 

to interoperability and to reduce the 

negative externalities linked to transport; 

Or. ro 

 

Amendment  9 

Evžen Tošenovský 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 10 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 10a. Recalls that research and 

innovation is not an isolated process 

using a simple rule for process 

management; stresses therefore that it is 

significantly important to identify among 

the research and innovation projects those 

that are capable to bring innovative 

solutions to the market; highlights that 

changes in the Regulation establishing 

the S2R JU 1a and in its Statutes will be 

very important for the next S2R JU 

development in order to improve its 

efficiency; stresses, in particular that 

there is a need to foresee the use of the 

principle of multiannual financing and to 

adopt flexible timetables for publishing 

projects proposals. 

 _________________ 

 1a Council Regulation (EU) No 642/2014 
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of 16 June 2014 establishing the 

Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking, OJ L 177, 

17.6.2014, p.9. 

Or. en 

 

Amendment  10 

Evžen Tošenovský 

 

Draft opinion 

Paragraph 12 a (new) 

 
Draft opinion Amendment 

 12a. Underlines that research and 

innovation projects should be followed by 

a higher Technology Readiness Level 

(TRL) in the demonstration and 

implementation phase; stresses that the 

necessity of complementary financing 

using the relevant funding instruments is 

key to build a competitive railway 

system in the future. 

Or. en 

 


