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From 4-7 February CLIM Members travelled to India and Bangladesh, two countries which are particularly affected 
by climate change because of their disadvantageous geographic location; flat and low-lying topography; high 
population density; high levels of poverty; reliance of many livelihoods on climate sensitive sectors, particularly 
agriculture and fisheries. The highlights of the CLIM sessions on 18 February and on 3 March are the discussion on 
the amendments tabled to the resolution on Adaptation and our 5th thematic session on Sources of emission from 
the industry and energy sector and transport emissions at global level. 

 

DELEGATION VISIT TO INDIA  

by Chairman and head of Delegation:  
Guido Sacconi, MEP 

Because of the growing importance of 
India to the world economy in general 
and to climate change policies in 
particular, the CLIM Committee 
dispatched a delegation of 9 MEPs to 
New Delhi, from 4 - 5 February 2008, 
to learn about the situation relating to 
climate change in your country and the 
initiatives India plans to tackle this issue.  

Recent IPCC reports have shown that the most vulnerable 
sectors to climate change in India are water and 
agriculture, both of which are necessary for improving 
livelihoods. In this contesxt the melting of Himalyan 
glaciers will have a direct impact on the availability of 
water resources in India. Rainfall patterns will also be 
affected, resulting in disruptions to crop production and 
agricultural patters - a sector which has serious impacts on 
low income groups.  

From our meetings and discussions in New Delhi, we have 
understood that awareness of the impact and the effects of 
climate change is taking root in India. This is made clear, 
for instance, by the government's creation of the Prime 
Minister Council's on Climate Policy, which will put 
forward a medium-long term plan on climate change 
issues. At the same time, our hosts also made it clear that, 
for India, the first priority is growth and the fight against 
poverty. They also indicated their readiness to be part of 
an international climate agreement, and stressed the 
paramount importance of technology cooperation and 
technology transfer.  These are certainly extremely positive 
messages. The critical issue remains, however, that -- at 
this stage -- India is not prepared, given its per capita 
emissions, to accept any binding emissions targets. 

DELEGATION VISIT TO BANGLADESH 

by head of Delegation:  
Romana Jordan Cizelj, MEP 

Bangladesh is frequently cited as 
one of the most vulnerable 
countries to climate change. In 
view of the serious 
consequences of natural 
disasters in the region, the 
CLIM Committee delegation 
visited Bangladesh on 6 - 7 
February 2008. The main 
purpose of the visit was to learn 

about the situation relating to climate change in 
Bangladesh and to appreciate at first hand the effects of 
climate change on a country already under threat of natural 
disasters. Bangladesh is one of the countries where climate 
change could have substantial implications for 
development. Many people are endangered by both, 
effects of climate change and poverty. In the wake of our 
visits to the districts of Sirajganj and Khokshabari - areas 
heavily affected by river flooding - it became clear to us 
that Bangladesh needs urgent action, first of all to adapt to 
the effects of unavoidable climate change. We also heard, 
in this vein, strong calls for financial assistance, 
technological cooperation and technology transfer. 
Mitigation and adaptation to climate change are common 
priorities and common tasks: they should therefore 
become key priorities in EU development policy. 

During our visit to Bangladesh, we met with - among 
others - Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, Foreign Affairs 
Advisor and with Mr Raja Debashish Roy, Special 
Assistant to the Chief Advisor, Responsible for Chittagong 
Hill Tracks Affairs and the Ministry of Environment and 
Forest, as well as with the Sirajganj Distric Commissioner 
and with the district community.  

 

 

Recent studies requested by EP's Committees related to climate change 

 Legislation & initiatives at international level & design options for future international climate policy (Dec 2007) 
 Climate Change–induced water stress and its impact on natural and managed ecosystems (Jan 2008) 
 Climate Change Impacts and Responses in Bangladesh (Jan 2008) 
 Climate Change and India: Impacts, Policy Responses and Framework for EU-India Cooperation (Jan 2008) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=18491
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19073
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19195
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19208
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For more information, please contact 
CLIM secretariat: - tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 44468 - e-mail: ip-clim@europarl.europa.eu 

Link to committee meeting documents: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/organes/clim/clim_meetinglist.htm  

 

THE SCIENCE OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
by CLIM-Rapporteur: Karl-Heinz Florenz 

The momentum of the fight against climate change has 
dramatically accelerated in the last 
twelve months, starting with the 
2007 Spring Summit decision to fix 
20% targets to be achieved by 2020 
for emission reductions, use of 
renewables and energy efficiency. 
This decision was then followed by 
other very significant events at 
international level, such as the 
Heiligendamm G8 Summit, the UN 
Security Council's debate on the 

impact of climate change on peace and security, the 
meeting of the world's major emitters convened by the US, 
the Nobel Peace Prize Award to Al Gore and the IPCC 
scientists, Australia’s ratification of the Kyoto Protocol 
and, finally, the adoption of the “Bali action plan” which 
will, hopefully, lead to the conclusion in Copenhagen, in 
December 2009, of a new international climate change 
agreement.  

The establishment of a temporary committee to put 
together different view-points from the many different 
policy areas related to climate change is the European 
Parliament's response and contribution in raising 
awareness on this issue and in placing the challenge of 
climate change very high on the international agenda. 

In its 9 months of work, the CLIM Committee looked at 
many aspects of climate change and had very fruitful 
discussions with high-level personalities and experts. But 
many issues still remain to be further examined. For this 
reason the Conference of Presidents approved an 
extension of the CLIM Committee mandate of 9 more 
months. This will allow to draft, discuss and adopt the 
final report in the CLIM Committee before COP 14 in 
Poznan (December 2008) and to take into account the 
results of the Poznan Conference for the vote in plenary, 
thus making it possible for the European Parliament to 
give a useful input to and a substantial evaluation of the 
negotiations for a post-2012 agreement.  

 

For this reason, it seemed premature and inappropriate to 
draw already now preliminary conclusions and 
recommendations for the future EU’s integrated policy on 
climate change before the work of the committee is 
concluded. Therefore, the CLIM Committee is currently 
working on its Interim Report, which is exclusevely 
dealing with the impacts and effects of climate change. 
This report should be adopted by the committee in view 
of the May 2008 part-session, i.e. before the expiration of 
the current 12 months mandate.  

SOURCES OF EMISSION FROM THE INDUSTRY 

AND ENERGY SECTOR AND TRANSPORT 

EMISSIONS AT GLOBAL LEVEL 

by theme leader: Etelka Barsi-Pataky, MEP 

The 5th thematic session of the 
Temporary Committee on 
Climate Change will be held on 
3 March 2008 on the subject 
"Sources of Emission from the 
Industry and Energy Sector and 
Transport Emission at Global 
Level". In order to best 
examine this topic, we have 
invited several renown experts: 

Mr. Christian AZAR, Professor of Energy and 
Environment, Professor of Sustainable Industrial 
Metabolism, Chalmers University of Technology; Mr. Lars 
Göran JOSEFSSON, President and CEO of Vattenfall; 
and Mr. Felix MATTHES, Dr. rer.pol. Dipl.-Ing., Öko-
Institut (Institute for Applied Ecology); Ms. Jacqueline 
MCGLADE, Executive Director of the European 
Environment Agency; Mr. Jean Cyril SPINETTA, Air 
France - KLM CEO; Mr. Matthias WISSMANN, 
President of VDA; Mr. Jos DINGS, Director of T&E, 
The European Federation for Transport and 
Environment, Richard BRADLEY, Heand of the Energy 
Efficiency and Environment Division of the I.E.A. 

 

 
Planning: Interim Report on the scientific facts of climate change: findings and recommendations for 
decision-making 

• Monday, 10.03.2008 (STR): Consideration of amendments to Florenz draft interim report on The scientific facts of climate 
change: findings and recommendations for decision-making 

• Tuesday, 1.04.2008, 9h00-12h30: Vote in Committee on Florenz draft interim report  
• 19-22 May 2008: Vote in Plenary on Florenz draft interim report 
 
Midterm planning of CLIM committee 

• Monday, 04.02.2008 - Thursday, 07.02.2008: Delegation visit to India and Bangladesh 
• Monday, 18.02.2008 (STR): Consideration of amendments to resolution on adaptation  
• Monday, 3.03.2008, 15h00-18h30: 5th thematic session: Sources of emission from the industry and energy sector and 

transport emissions at global level 
• Wednesday, 26.03.2008, 15h00-18h30: 6th thematic session: How to engage other main actors - climate change, 

adaptation in third countries and global security 
• Thursday, 27.03.2008, 9h00-12h30: Vote on resolution on adaptation 


