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During the next meetings the CLIM committee is planning the vote on two important documents, the first being the 
vote on the motion for a resolution on the Green Paper of the Commission on Adapting to climate change in Europe 
- options for EU action (scheduled for 27/03/2008), and the second being the Interim Report on The scientific facts 
of climate change: findings and recommendations for decision-making (scheduled for 1/04/2008). On 26 March we 
will hold our 6th Thematic Session on How to engage other main actors - climate change, adaptation in third 
countries and global security.

GLOBAL CHALLENGE OR THREAT?
by Chairman: Guido Sacconi, MEP

According to the Contribution of 
working Group II to the Fourth 
Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel of Climate 
Change (IPCC), nearly all European 
regions are likely to be negatively 
affected by some future impacts of 
climate change. 

These impacts will pose challenges to 
many economic sectors, but they equally pose a further 
threat to European biodiversity and hamper social 
development. Furthermore, regional scientific observation 
from all continents and many oceans gives evidence of 
nature being affected by climate change mostly due to 
temperature rise. During our many exchange of views with 
experts from all around the globe, we have learned that 
this observed temperature rise is caused by human activity 
and influences physical and biological systems. Adaptive 
measures to prevent damage are needed not only to 
respond to future climate impacts both inside and outside 
Europe, but have to be developed and applied already 
today to attenuate at regional and local level the 
consequences of current levels of global warming due to 
historic gas emisiions. Our motion for a resolution is 
intended to give a positive feedback to the Green Paper of 
the Commission and underlines that such an adaptation 
demands a truly cross-cutting approach and the inclusion 
of wider social, economic and environmental aspects. 

The Interim Report, drafted by CLIM Rapporteur Karl-
Heinz Florenz, focuses on the scientific facts of climate 
change that have been discussed in depth with worldwide 
prominent experts at the committee’s first thematic 
session in September 2007 as well as in the context of the 
Joint Parliamentary Meeting of 1-2 October 2007. On the 

basis of the scientific facts collected the Committee will 
formulate proposals on the EU’s future integrated policy 
on climate change in its final report. 

One of the aspects the final report will deal with is the 
international dimension of climate change policies in 
general, and the question how to engage other main actors 
in particular. We will hold a Thematic Session on this issue 
at the end of March for which our rapporteur, Karl-Heinz 
Florenz, will be seconded by Justas Vincas Paleckis as 
"theme leader".

We are very glad that for this occasiuon Dr. Rajendra K. 
Pachauri, Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, 2007 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 
accepted to deliver the keynote speech in the CLIM 
committee. 

A first panel, composed by Prodipto Ghosh, Member of 
the India's National Council on Climate Change (India), 
and Rubens Born, from Vitae Civilis (Brazil) discuss how
to engage other main actors. 

A second panel, including Amjad Abdulla, from the 
Environment Ministry of the Maldives, Frank Ackermann, 
from the Stockholm Environment Institute (Sweden), and 
Global Development and Environment Institute, Tufts 
University (USA) and Tapani Vaahtoranta, from the 
Finnish Institute for International Affairs (Finland), 
discuss adaptation and security policies in relation to 
climate change. 

We are very pleased that we were able to invite such
prestigious high-profile speakers to our 6th Thematic 
Session and I am very much looking forward to a rich and 
productive input for parliamentary debate.

Recent studies requested by EP's Committees related to climate change

 Options and Implications of Linking the EU ETS with other Emissions Trading Schemes (March 2008)
 State of play of post-Bali negotiations (March 2008)
 Briefing note on US Climate Change Policy (March 2008)
 Burden Sharing - impact of climate change mitigation policies on growth and jobs (March 2008)
 An overview of global greenhouse gas emissions and emissions reduction scenarios for the future

see http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=19411
 Engaging other main actors: Engaging developing countries in climate change negotiations
 Engaging other main actors: Engaging emerging economies - Removing barriers for technology cooperation
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For more information, please contact
CLIM secretariat: - tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 44468 - e-mail: ip-clim@europarl.europa.eu

Link to committee meeting documents: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/organes/clim/clim_meetinglist.htm

CLIMATE CHANGE CREATES SECURITY 
CHALLENGES
by theme-leader: Justas Vincas Paleckis, MEP

Climate change is a "hot" topic and it 
is high on the EU agenda at the 
moment. But until now the 
connection between climate change 
and security policy was not 
emphasised enough. Finally, the 
situation has changed and this 
question will be addressed by the EP 
Temporary Committee on Climate 

Change. A report on this topic was prepared for the EU's 
March summit by Javier Solana and Benita Ferrero-
Waldner, EU's High Representative for Common Foreign 
and Security Policy and External Relations Commissioner. 
The link can not be overrated. "Climate Change should be 
central to Europe's preventive security policy" says the 
report. 

Climate change will hit hardest poor countries in Africa, 
Asia and Central and South America. The first 
consequence for Europe will be an environmental 
migration. At world-wide level, even worse trends are not 
difficult to foresee. In South Asia, almost two billion 
people live in 35 miles coastal area which is likely to be 
threatened by rising sea level, another 1 billion will be 
affected by drop in melt water from the Himalayas. In 
Africa, three-quarters of arable rain-fed land in North 
Africa could be lost. Island countries - like the Seychelles
and the Maldives - may disappear. Water supplies will get 
especially scarce in the Middle East. All these changes will 
trigger huge migration flows, and in the worst case they 
will lead to increased radicalisation of politics and 
population, and raise tensions and conflicts over limited 
resources. 

Either we tackle this problem, or our planet will become 
unbearable to live in, returning to an even worse pre-
European Union situation. For many centuries, until the 
mid-20th, nations and states waged wars against each other 
for new territories, new resources, and rich pieces of land, 
to conquer neighbours. In the second half of the 21 
century, the next generation could experience conflicts and 
wars for drinking water, shrinking swaths and strips of 
land that are impervious to either flooding or burning out 
by the sun.

How can we prevent these catastrophic scenarios, how 
other main world actors can be engage in efforts to stop 
climate change, and what adaptation efforts are necessary 
in third countries will be discussed in the 6th thematic 
session on How to engage other main actors - climate change, 
adaptation in third countries and global security.

AN UNPRECEDENTED INCREASE IN AWARENESS

by keynote speaker: Rajendra Kumar Pachauri
The year 2007 saw an unprecedented increase in awareness 
related to global warming and climate change. This 
explosion of knowledge and awareness resulted from a 
number of factors, not the least of which is the release of 
the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The Norwegian Nobel 

Committee 
highlighted the 
threat of climate
change to global 
peace by 
awarding the 
2007 Nobel 
Peace Prize to 
IPCC and Mr. Al 

Gore. But today we also know on the basis of our reports 
that climate change, if unmitigated, can have serious 
implications for the economic well-being of human 
society. It would be convenient to submerge this reality 
under the financial problems the world is facing this week, 
but we would indeed be doing so at the peril of ignoring 
the world’s most pressing problems.

The IPCC carries out comprehensive assessments of all 
aspects of climate change on an inclusive, transparent and 
objective basis. It accomplishes this by harnessing the best 
talent from round the globe, following a process of 
rigorous peer reviews and final acceptance of all reports by 
governments through a process of consensus.

(extracts from the Speech at  the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, Jan. 2008)

Adaptation is essential to address the impacts resulting 
from the warming which is already unavoidable due to 
past emissions. But, adaptation alone is not expected to 
cope with all the projected effects of climate change, and 
especially not in the long run as most impacts increase in 
magnitude.

There is substantial potential for the mitigation of global 
greenhouse gas emissions over the coming decades that 
could offset the projected growth of global emissions or 
reduce emissions below current levels. There are multiple
drivers for actions that reduce emissions of greenhouse 
gases, and they can produce multiple benefits at the local 
level in terms of economic development and poverty 
alleviation, employment, energy security, and local 
environmental protection.

(extracts from the Acceptance Speech for the Nobel Peace Prize 
Awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Dec. 2007)

Midterm planning of CLIM committee

 Monday, 10.03.2008 (STR): Consideration of amendments to Florenz draft interim report on The scientific facts of climate 
change: findings and recommendations for decision-making

 Wednesday, 26.03.2008, 15h30-19h00: 6th thematic session: How to engage other main actors - climate change, 
adaptation in third countries and global security

 Thursday, 27.03.2008, 9h00-12h30: Vote on resolution on adaptation
 Tuesday, 1.04.2008, 9h00-12h30: Vote in Committee on Florenz draft interim report 
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