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Adoption of draft reports

Occupation of road transport services
Rapporteur: Ms Silvia-Adriana ŢICĂU
(PSE, RO)
Codecision procedure: first reading

The committee adopted 119 amendments to the 
Commission's proposal on admission to the 
occupation of Road Transport Operator. Almost half 
of these amendments made linguistic and technical 
changes which aligned the original text to the 
current position of discussions in Council, and this 
with a view to achieving an early agreement.  
However a number of adopted amendments tighten 
provisions on the storage and exchange of data, to 
protect individuals and to make more efficient the 
system of national data registers. The committee 
also removed "minor" infringements from the 
disqualifiers for occupation entrance but asked that 
changes to the annexe of offence types be subject to 
the comitology with scrutiny procedure. The financial 
requirements for entry into the occupation were 
simplified. This report will form part of a package in 
plenary in April with Mr Grosch's reports on common 
rules for access to the international road haulage 
market and the international carriage of passengers 
by coach and bus.

The report was adopted by 30:5:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: April 2008

Protection of pedestrians and other
vulnerable users

Rapporteur: Mr Francesco Ferrari (ALDE, 
IT)
Codecision procedure: first reading

The rapporteur was successful in obtaining a 
majority for almost all the amendments he 
introduced to the proposal. 

With regard to the timetable, the committee agreed 
with his recommendation that the implementation 
for active brake and Phase II requirements should 
be brought forward by one year.  The purpose of 
this amendment is to make up for the 3 year delay 
of the current proposal.  The previous Directive 
2003/102/EC foresaw implementation for Phase II, 
which increases the pedestrian protection, by 
September 2010 for new types of vehicles and 
September 2015 for new vehicles.

With regard to collision avoidance systems, the 
committee agreed with the rapporteur's desire to 
ensure that once such a system is developed, the 
Parliament has the possibility to analyse and judge 
the effective potential of this active safety measure 
and that there will be no automatic trade-off 
between passive safety requirements and anti-
collision systems. So, there will be no modification of 
the Regulation by comitology on this crucial point.

On the issue of frontal protection systems (FPS), the 
committee decided that the safety requirements for 
FPS should be on the same level as  the safety 
requirements for vehicles without FPS installed. The 
new Phase II requirements should therefore also be 
imposed on vehicles with FPS.

There was no majority for amendments which tried 
to reinsert a large part of the more ambitious 
original text on Phase II from Directive 
2003/102/EC. A review of the requirements of this 
Directive, undertaken on behalf of the 
Commission, came to the conclusion that certain 
requirements of this phase were not feasible and the 
Commission was therefore opposed to these 
amendments. Again, the position of Francesco 
Ferrari was that, while these requirements aren't 
currently feasible, developments in increased 
passive safety should be efficiently monitored, so 
that Commission can propose modifications as soon 
as they become feasible.

During the discussion, the Commission expressed its 
support for almost all amendments which were 
voted today.  The way is now open for negotiations 
with the Council in view of a first Reading 
agreement.

The report was adopted by 36:0:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Plenary: June 2008

Draft reports

Minimum level of training of seafarers
Rapporteur: Ms Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou 
(EPP - ED, EL)
Codecision procedure: first reading
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Adaptation to the new regulatory procedure with 
scrutiny, in combination with the need to codify the 
revisions of the International Maritime Organisation 
(IMO) Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, were 
the elements stressed by Ms Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou 
during the debate on her draft report. 

In supporting the Commission’s proposal Ms Kratsa-
Tsagaropoulou cited the need to make the 
Community instrument clear and to have a readily 
understandable text which lays down binding rules 
on training and certification requirements for 
seafarers. She supported the insertion of provisions 
on the new comitology procedure, the regulatory 
committee with scrutiny, in the text of the Directive. 

Members of the Committee put questions on the 
technical amendments tabled by the rapporteur and 
expressed concerns on the effects of globalisation 
and maritime safety. The rapporteur explained that 
the proposed modifications are in line with the 
recasting practice wh ich  aims for the sound 
incorporation of successive amendments to the 
original Directive. 

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 7 April 2008
 Adoption in TRAN: May 2008
 Adoption in plenary: June 2008

Green Paper: towards a new culture for 
urban mobility
Rapporteur: Mr Reinhard RACK (EPP-ED, 
AT)
Own-initiative report 

"Towards a new culture for urban mobility" is the 
title of a recent Commission Green Paper, which 
identifies the major challenges facing European 
cities in the area of transport and proposes a set of 
possible policy options for addressing them. The 
Green Paper forms part of an extensive consultation 
exercise, which will eventually lead to the adoption, 
later this year, of an EU Action Plan on urban 
mobility. The Committee considered it necessary 
that Parliament takes part in this debate and 
decided to draw-up an own initiative report that 
would provide guidance for the Commission in 
elaborating the Action Plan.

Introducing his draft report, the rapporteur stressed 
that action at EU level can indeed bring added value 
and that the EU cannot afford to hide behind the 
principle of subsidiarity. He believes that the Union 
should develop an integrated strategy, which could 
serve as a point of reference for European cities. In 
his view, cities should be able to choose from a wide 
range of instruments so as to put together a tailor-
made policy mix in order to address their specific 
traffic problems. 

In this context, Mr Rack considers that, where the 
EU has legislative power (e.g. environment policy, 
industry policy, regional and cohesion policy), it 
should take into account the particular needs of 
urban transport. Furthermore, the rapporteur calls 
for specific EU rules for standardisation and 
harmonisation in a number of areas (e.g. in relation 
to the establishment of low emission zones, 
interoperability, mobility of people with disabilities, 

etc.). Mr Rack also supports measures to promote 
the exchange of best practices throughout the EU for 
instance with regard to the promotion of alternative 
modes of transport, multi-modality or the 
improvement of public transport.

In relation to financing, the rapporteur emphasised
that there is a shared responsibility between the 
various levels of governance. The EU can make an 
important contribution, for example by using 
structural and cohesion funds. However, the 
Commission should also work to develop new 
instruments to finance measures in the area of 
urban transport.

The draft report was broadly welcomed by Members
from across the political spectrum. Some Members 
expressed their intention to further develop some of 
the points contained in the draft report through 
amendments. Among other things, they referred to 
an increased emphasis on public transport, the 
importance of an appropriate parking policy, the 
promotion of biking and walking, the creation of 
financial incentives for cities to implement 
sustainable solutions (e.g. by linking the EU co-
financing to certain environmental requirements) as 
well as education and research into the potential for 
changing individual behaviour. 

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 3 April 2008
 Adoption in TRAN: May 2008
 Adoption in plenary: June 2008

Exchange of views

Galileo - State of play 
Draftswoman: Ms Anne E. JENSEN (ALDE, 
DK)
Opinion to ITRE committee

The positive results of negotiations with the Council 
and the Commission on the two European 
programmes of satellite radio-navigation, EGNOS 
and Galileo, and the progress made towards a first 
reading agreement between the three institutions 
were debated by Members in TRAN Committee. 

The draftswoman, Anne Jensen, presented the 
results of the negotiations and compared these 
results with the amendments adopted by TRAN in 
January. The structure of the European GNSS 
Supervisory Authority (GSA), funding for the EGNOS 
and Galileo programmes and the overall 
responsibility of the Commission for the 
development of the programmes are remaining 
points to be agreed upon prior to the final vote in 
the ITRE committee in April. The involvement of 
three representatives from ITRE, TRAN and BUDG 
committees in an inter-institutional panel was 
considered the necessary structure for the 
monitoring of the implementation of the 
programmes as well as their mid-term review. 
According to Ms Jensen, the EU has to take 
responsibility for this unique endeavour and the 
risks of its investment. 

The draftswoman and the rapporteur for ITRE, Ms 
Etelka Barsi-Pataky, expressed their satisfaction with 
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the inclusion of several TRAN amendments into the 
negotiated text.  These include amendments on 
applications related to EGNOS and Galileo and the 
interoperability and compatibility of the systems, 
together with the introduction of a new regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny. Members referred to the 
important decisions taken with regard to funding for 
the programmes and the governance structure for 
the programmes.  The Commission representative 
welcomed the results of the negotiations and 
announced the procurement phase on satellites
would commence shortly and reassured the 
committee that the Commission was making every 
effort to ensure the Galileo programme would be 
realised by 2013.

Comitology: 2nd Omnibus Proposal
Draftsman: Mr Georg Jarzembowski (EPP-
ED, DE)
Opinion to JURI committee

In response to the second omnibus of instruments 
linked to the TRAN committee for general alignment 
to the new regulatory procedure with scrutiny (RPS) 
put forward by the Commission, the draftsman, 
Georg Jarzembowski proposed modifying two out of 
the twelve instruments.  The committee endorsed 
this approach.

In approving its opinion in the form of a letter to the 
JURI committee, Members stated that the new RPS 
should be applied to Regulation 725/2004 on 
enhancing ship and port facility security for 
measures related to harmonised procedures 
introduced by the International Ship and Port 
Security Code (ISPS). In addition, they requested 
that the Parliament should dispose of three months 
to react on Directive 2005/65/EC on port security as 
provided for by the new RPS. The remaining ten 
instruments were approved without modification.

The obligation of this general alignment of existing 
EC instruments derives from Article 5a of the 
amended Decision 1999/468/EC which introduces 
the new RPS. It puts the Parliament on an equal 
footing with regard to the control of the 
Commission's implementing powers. The new 
procedure applies for measures of a general scope 
which seek to amend non-essential elements of a 
basic instrument adopted in accordance with 
codecision, inter alia by deleting some of those 
elements or by supplementing the instrument with
new non-essential elements.

Plenary 10-13 March 2008, 
Brussels

Sky marshals, security in civil aviation
Rapporteur: Mr Paolo Costa (ALDE, IT)
Codecision procedure: conciliation

The European Parliament adopted a new Regulation 
that aims to ensure a high level of aviation security 
throughout the EU. It lays down common rules and 
standards, such as screening of passengers and 
cabin baggage, access control and aircraft security 
checks. The Regulation also deals with in-flight-
security measures, such as the deployment of "sky 

marshals" and the carriage of weapons on board an 
aircraft. The conciliation was approved with 583 
votes in favour, 21 against and 35 abstentions. The 
report was adopted with 539 votes in favour, 78 
against and 25 abstentions. 

The Parliament has also succeeded in including an 
article which explicitly recognises that security costs 
could in part be borne by Member States.

Sustainable European transport policy
Rapporteur: Mr Gabriele Albertini (EPP-
ED, IT)
Own-initiative report

Parliament adopted an own-initiative report on 
sustainable European transport policy, which states 
that the problem of urban congestion, which causes 
40% of CO2 emissions and 70% of other pollutant 
emissions from vehicles, needs to be tackled more 
ambitiously, by applying a Europe-wide cooperation 
and coordination strategy. MEPs stated that the
better exploitation of existing infrastructure, 
especially by means of demand management 
measures such as congestion charges and road 
pricing is needed.

New reports and opinions

Reports
Amendment of Directive 2005/35/EC on ship-source 
pollution and on the introduction of penalties for 
infringements
EPP-ED

Agreement between the EC and Pakistan on certain 
aspects of air services
ALDE - Mr Costa

Signing and provisional application of the Agreement 
between the EC and Kazakhstan on certain aspects 
of air services
ALDE - Mr Costa

Implementation of the Single Sky Legislation
EPP-ED

Opinions
Roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles and their 
trailers
EPP-ED - Mr Jarzembowski

Adaptation to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny 
(Part IV)
EPP-ED - Mr Jarzembowski

Lisbon Treaty impact on committees
ALDE - Mr Costa

TRAN Committee meeting:
7-8 April 2008, Brussels

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 7 April, afternoon:
 Safety on Community railways/ Costa 
 European Railway Agency/ Costa
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 Maritime Policy/ Piecyk
 First intelligent car report/ Gurmai

Tuesday, 8 April, morning
 Maritime Policy/ Piecyk vote
 First intelligent car report/ Gurmai vote
 Heavy duty vehicles/ Blokland
 Code of conduct for CRS/ Kirkhope

Tuesday, 8 April, afternoon
 EU Freight transport agenda/ Cramer
 TEN-T financing and Western Balkans

TRAN Committee meetings 2008
Brussels

morning = 9.00-12.30
afternoon = 15.00-18.30

05.05 afternoon
06.05 all day

27.05 afternoon
28.05 all day
29.05 all day

23.06 afternoon
24.06 all day
25.06 morning

14.07 afternoon
15.07 all day

25.08 afternoon

08.09 afternoon
09.09 all day
10.09 morning

06.10 afternoon
07.10 morning

03.11 afternoon
04.11 all day
05.11 morning

01.12 afternoon
02.12 morning

08.12 morning
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