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Preventing Forced Prostitution at the EURO 2008 
 

In a debate on forced prostitution and trafficking in women for the purpose of 
sexual exploitation on Wednesday's evening, MEPs put the stress on the protection 
of victims and the prevention. They aimed to relaunch the European Parliament's 
"Red card to forced prostitution" campaign -started during the FIFA World Cup 
2006- ahead of this year's European Football Championship, which takes place in 
Austria and Switzerland from 7 to 29 June.  

In an oral question, MEPs asked the Commission about the action plan on best practices, 
standards and procedures for combating and preventing trafficking in human beings (2005/C 
311/01).  

"On the basis of the information submitted by Member States, our impression is that 
although some results have been achieved, still the situation is unsatisfactory both 
concerning criminal proceedings and victims' assistance", said Commissioner Lazlo Kovács, 
speaking on behalf of Commissioner Barrot .  "At the request of the Council, the Commission 
will be delivering a report on its implementation by the end of the year", he added. 

Besides, directive 2004/81/EC provided a reflection period allowing the victim to recover and 
escape influence of traffickers, and a residence permit. "All Member States bound by the 
directive have officially notified the full transposition of the legal instrument to the 
Commission, with the exception of Spain and Luxembourg. The Commission has decided to 
refer these two Member States to the European Court of Justice", explained Mr Kovács. 

In the debate, Manolis Mavrommatis (PPE-DE, EL) underlined that "the European football 
championship is the second biggest sport event in Europe. 2, 5 millions supporters will follow 
the championship. It is necessary to raise public awareness on this issue". 

"Every year, up to 800 000 women become victims of slave traders. This is one of the most 
upsetting violation of human rights nowadays", said Lissy Gröner (PSE, DE). "Two years ago, 
at the football World championship in Germany, a large campaign made sure that the 
expected increase of forced prostitution was prevented". 

Siiri Oviir (ALDE, ET) urged "polices forces to be more efficient when fighting against 
trafficking in women, especially after the enlargement of the Schengen zone, most women 
coming from Eastern and Central Europe". 

"Borders controls and repression is not enough to fight against trafficking in women. The 
protection of victims and the prevention are neglected", said Hiltrud Breyer (VERTS/ALE, DE), 
criticizing the European Commission policy to protect the victims. "This policy has been 
inefficient", she added. 

"Men should also be more involved in prevention campaigns", declared Eva-Britt Svensson 
(GUE/NGL, SV), adding that "women are not for sale". 
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