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Adoption of draft report

International Civil Organisation-EC 
cooperation: security audits and 
inspections
Rapporteur: Mr Paolo Costa (ALDE, IT)
Consultation procedure

Since 2002, ICAO conducts security audits in all its 
Contracting States, including the EC Member States, 
in order to monitor the application of Annex 17 to 
the Chicago Convention. Since 2004, on the basis of 
Regulation (EC) No 2320/2002, the Commission 
conducts security inspections in order to monitor the 
enforcement of this Regulation by Member States. 
Annex 17 and Regulation (EC) No 2320/2002 
contain, to a large extent, similar standards. The 
objective of this Memorandum is to significantly 
reduce the number of individual audits to be carried 
out by ICAO within the territory of the European 
Community. This document proposes a decision by 
the Council on the signature and provisional 
enforcement as well as on the conclusion of this 
Memorandum. Parliament is entitled to give its 
opinion on this Memorandum under the consultation 
procedure. 

The report was adopted by 16:0:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: November 2008.

Adoption of draft recommendation 

Airport charges 
Rapporteur: Mr Ulrich Stockmann (PSE, 
DE)
Codecision procedure, second reading

Common principles for levying charges at 
Community airports are set out in this second-
reading report on a proposed Directive to prevent 
individual airports abusing a dominant position on 
the market. MEPs want the rules to apply to airports 
with an annual throughput of over 5 million 
passengers per year, whereas the Commission had 
proposed one million.

At Parliament's request, the proposal also provides 
for mechanisms for consulting airport users, and for 
resolving disputes between users and airports. MEPs 
say these are necessary to establish a level playing 
field for economic operators and ultimately also 
to safeguard consumer interests.
  
MEPs say (and the Council agrees) that applying the 
rules to smaller airports, with under one million 
passengers a year, would have imposed 
administrative and bureaucratic burdens, to no great 
effect, on airports that are not in competition due to 
geographic and structural factors. However, the 
Directive will apply to the largest airport in each 
Member State, irrespective of passenger numbers.

The committee also saw to it that any differentiation 
in airports' charges will have to be based on 
transparent and objective criteria. The Council 
Common Position, published on 23 June, also makes 
it clear that there should be a national independent 
supervisory body, rather than merely regional ones, 
which is also in line with Parliament's position. The 
Committee also won a tighter definition of an 
"airport network", which means a network that is 
operated by the same management body. 
    
The Council had already given a formal written 
commitment to accept a further series of 
parliamentary amendments if tabled at the second 
reading. These amendments deal with pre-financing 
of airport investments and link pre-financing to ICAO 
policies and the need for safeguards. Firm deadlines 
for the publication of decisions on charges are also 
laid down in the proposal. 

The rapporteur and the committee believe that the 
outcome of the vote should ensure fair and 
transparent competition among airports, without 
undue bias towards competition at airports 
(as opposed to safeguarding consumer interests) or 
towards competition among users who use different 
business models. This means that this co-decision 
procedure may now be concluded.

The report was adopted by 16:0:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: October 2008.



2

Draft opinions

Regional aspects of tourism in coastal 
regions
Draftsman: Mr Francesco Ferrari (ALDE, 
IT)
Opinion to REGI committee

The presentation of the draft opinion was followed 
by mostly positive interventions of Members. The 
inclusion of several missing points in the opinion was 
held to be necessary. In particular, the draft opinion 
should focus more on the importance of 
environmental aspects and on problems of 
sustainable mobility in coastal tourist regions.

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 13 October 

2008
 Adoption in TRAN: November 2008
 Adoption in REGI: November 2008.

Passenger Name Records
Draftswoman: Ms Eva Lichtenberger 
(Verts/ALE/ AT)
Opinion to LIBE committee

The retention of PNR data by law enforcement 
authorities is controversial. There are questions of 
data protection, individual liberty and the right to 
privacy. These must be balanced with the need for 
Member States' law enforcement authorities to do all 
they can, within reason, to protect citizens from the 
terrorist threats they face and to combat criminal 
activities more generally.  

In their proposal the Commission argues that a 
number of Member States have begun to develop 
their own PNR retention systems and the Union 
should therefore act before airlines are faced with 
various different demands and requirements.  The 
Commission proposal applies only to flights to and 
from the EU and not to internal flights, unless they 
form part of an international flight. The collection 
and analysis of PNR data allows European law 
enforcement bodies to identify passengers by 
matching their actions to known profiles, for 
example of drugs/people smugglers or terrorists, 
and then consider action when they pass through 
customs.

At the TRAN October meeting the rapporteur, Eva 
Lichtenberger, introduced her draft opinion for the 
LIBE committee.  She explained that she has put 
forward 20 draft amendments for Members to 
consider.  She is particularly concerned about the 
protection of passengers' rights under the terms of 
this Decision.

The draft opinion was well received by Members, as 
well as the Commission, and discussions centred on 
the scope of the proposal, the protection of personal 
data, relations with third countries and the method 
of data collection.  

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 13 October 

2008

 Adoption in TRAN: November 2008
 Adoption in LIBE: November 2008.

Exchange of views 

Gender mainstreaming in committee work 
Ms Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou (EPP-
ED/EL)

The Women's Rights committee asked the 
responsible Members for gender mainstreaming in 
each committee to fill in their updated questionnaire 
as an input for the second bi-annual report on the 
implementation of gender mainstreaming in 
parliamentary work. Ms Kratsa, responsible Member 
in TRAN, filled in the questionnaire and presented it 
to the committee.  In her speech Ms Kratsa 
highlighted the most gender relevant responsibility 
fields of TRAN, i.e. tourism, urban transport and 
employment. She also drew Members' attention to 
the need for cooperation with the Women's Rights 
committee and called for a higher level of awareness 
concerning gender mainstreaming in TRAN. 
Members were aware of the importance of the 
gender issue, but they were divided as to whether 
the result achieved so far was sufficient or not. They 
underlined that women should receive the same 
salary for the same job and that their needs should 
be taken into account in the context of public 
transport, as most public transport users are 
women.

Members agreed that female Members of the 
committee could not feel any disadvantage in their 
work in TRAN.

Charging of heavy goods vehicles for the 
use of certain infrastructures
Rapporteur: Mr Saïd El Khadraoui (PSE, 
BE)
Codecision procedure, first reading

The rapporteur presented his working document, 
which aims to better explain the current state of 
play, the Commission proposal and the rapporteur's 
vision. On the one hand he announced that he 
intends to stick to the geographical scope, the 
optional character and the earmarking provisions of 
the proposal. On the other hand he wants to 
improve the efficiency of the charging schemes by 
including other externalities, by deleting the caps 
and by gradually eliminating the possibility of time-
based charging schemes. The following debate was -
as expected - controversial. But, as the rapporteur 
pointed out at the end of the debate, the diverging 
views were also motivated by the fact that the 
proposal is very complex and technical. 

Timetable foreseen:
 Draft report in TRAN: November 2008
 Hearing: 2 December 2008
 Adoption in TRAN: January 2009
 Adoption in plenary: March 2009.
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Plenary 22-25 September 2008, 
Brussels 

Third Maritime Package

Community vessel traffic monitoring and 
information system
Rapporteur: Mr Dirk Sterckx (ALDE, BE)
Codecision procedure, second reading 

Investigation of accidents
Rapporteur: Mr Jaromir Kohlíček 
(GUE/NGL, CZ)
Codecision procedure, second reading 

Port State control   
Rapporteur: Ms Dominique Vlasto (EPP-
ED, FR)
Codecision procedure, second reading 

Ship inspection and survey organisations
Rapporteur: Mr Luis de Grandes Pascual 
(EPP-ED, ES)
Codecision procedure, second reading 

Liability of carriers of passengers by boat 
in the event of accidents
Rapporteur: Mr Paolo Costa (ALDE, IT)
Codecision procedure, second reading 

On 24 September the plenary adopted six second 
reading reports related to the third maritime 
package. Parliament adopted many amendments 
from first reading that were not taken into account 
by Council. Furthermore, Parliament adopted a set 
of amendments taking up elements of the two 
remaining proposals of the third maritime package,
flag state requirements and civil liability, on which 
the Council had not delivered Common Positions. In 
doing so, Parliament wanted to give a strong signal 
to Council that it should increase its efforts to 
achieve Common positions on these two 'missing' 
files. Parliament voted amendments en bloc, 
demonstrating the importance it attaches to a 
complete package of eight proposals.

This strategy seems to have been successful to the
extent that the Transport Council reached political 
agreements on both missing files on 9 October in 
Luxembourg. Member States agreed, however, on 
watered down versions of the initial Commission 
proposals. The proposal on civil liability has been 
turned into a Directive requiring ships to be insured.

Parliament and Council will probably enter into 
conciliation soon, with a view to reaching an 
agreement on the whole package this year under 
French presidency.

TRAN committee 3-5 November 
2008

Monday 3 November, afternoon
 Lichtenberger/ Passenger Name Records

 Ferrari/ Regional aspects of tourism in 
coastal regions

 Jarzembowski/ Greening of Transport
 El Khadraoui/ Eurovignette

Tuesday 4 November, morning
 Lichtenberger/ Passenger Name Records 

(vote)
 Ferrari/ Regional aspects of tourism in 

coastal regions (vote)
 Marinescu/ Single Sky
 Marinescu/ EASA 

Tuesday 4 November, afternoon
 TEN-T annual programme Commissioner 

Tajani
 Costa/ EC-USA Civil aviation security 
 Queiro/ General and Business Aviation 
 EP/Arab Week

Wednesday 5 November, morning
 TEN-T coordinators

TRAN committee meetings 2008, 
Brussels

morning = 9.00-12.30
afternoon = 15.00-18.30

Monday 01.12 afternoon
Tuesday 02.12 morning
Tuesday 02.12 afternoon

Monday 08.12, afternoon

TRAN committee meetings 2009, 
Brussels

Tuesday, 20 January, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 21 January, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 21 January, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 22 January, 9h00-12h30

Tuesday, 10 February, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 11 February, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 11 February, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 16 February, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 17 February, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 17 February, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 16 March, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 30 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 31 March, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 31 March, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 2 April, 15h00-18h30

Constituent meetings in week 30 TBC

Tuesday, 1 September, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 2 September, 9h00-12h30 
Wednesday, 2 September, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 5 October, 15h00-18h30
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Tuesday, 6 October, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 6 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 9 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 10 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 10 November, 15h00-18h30

Tuesday, 1 December, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 2 December, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 2 December, 15h00-18h30


	20081007_en.doc

