
OUTLINE FOR THE CONFERENCE, 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SAKHAROV PRIZE

16.12.2008 - Strasbourg
17:00-19:00 room N1.3

As part of the celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Sakharov Prize, the CoP decided to organise a conference
with all previous laureates. The title is "20 Years of active support to human rights: Sakharov Laureates tell their story

Laureates

Adem Demaçi, Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo, Oslobodjendje, Taslima Nasreen, Leyla Zana, Wei Jingsheng, Salima 
Ghezali, Basta Ya!, Dom Kamwenho, Belarusian Association of Journalists, RSF, Hauwa Ibrahim, Aliaksandr 
Milinkevich, Salih Mahmoud Osman, (all confirmed)

and
Adam Mascaró Payá, representative of Oswaldo Payá, 
Blanca Reyes, representative of Ladies in White
Zoya Phan, representative of Aung San Suu Kyi

PROJECT:
The presence of such a large number of previous Sakharov Prize Laureates is a unique opportunity to give first hand 
information on how the prize has influenced their lives and work, in a longer or shorter perspective. It would also be a 
possibility to further discuss how the European Parliament can support and protect them. For this, it is proposed to 
organise a round table, moderated by a well-known journalist, dealing with two subjects: Supporting Human 
Rights Defenders: the role of the Sakharov prize / Developing the Human Rights policy of the EU: 
the role of Sakharov Prize winners.

Given the number of panellists, and the variety of situations they are working in, it is important to avoid long
statements, but to ask then to share personal experiences, based on direct questions from the moderator.

Participants would include MEPs, NGO representatives, students and journalists.

STRUCTURE of the event:

Introduction- (10-15 min)
(After a brief welcome and introduction by the moderator, there would be a short statement by Mr Sakharov's widow, 
Elena Bonner, which would give the historic background to the Sakharov Prize) 

Supporting Human Rights Defenders: the role of the Sakharov prize (45 min)
1. Presentation by the moderator
2. Discussion.
3. Concluding remarks by Mrs Flautre, Chair of the Sub-Committee on Human Rights. 

Developing the Human Rights policy of the EU: the role of Sakharov Prize winners (45 min)
1. Presentation by the moderator 
2. Discussion
3. Concluding remarks by Vice-President Morgantini.
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Closing event (10 minutes)
Launching of the Sakharov Network by President Pöttering. It would be an occasion to declare the support of the 
European Parliament for maintaining contacts between laureates, so that they can take common actions and jointly 
act as ambassadors for freedom of thought. 
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