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TRAN committee meeting
10-11 February 2009, Brussels

Adoption of draft reports

Eurovignette III
Rapporteur: Mr Saïd El Khadraoui (PSE, 
BE)
Codecision procedure, first reading

The TRAN committee voted on the 561 amendments 
and 10 compromise amendments introduced to the 
Directive amending Directive 1999/62/EC on the 
charging of heavy goods vehicles for the use of 
certain infrastructures - Eurovignette III. 

The main results are:
1) Concerning the geographical scope of the 
Directive, TRAN Members decided to apply the 
Directive on TEN-T roads or on any section of their 
road network which customarily carries a significant 
volume of international goods transport.

2) Vehicles covered are HGV, until 31.12.2011: 
above 12 tonnes. From 1.1.2012: above 3, 5 tonnes 
without derogations.

3) Chargeable external costs are air and noise 
emission and congestion under the condition that a 
cost/ benefit analysis and an action plan to reduce 
the congestion is done and that a similar charge is 
applied to all road users. A split vote on this point 
(COMP A) resulted that no costs related to 
greenhouse gas emissions are chargeable. 

4) The methodology and criteria to apply on 
infrastructure charging remains the same as in 
Eurovignette II.  External costs have to follow the 
formula and the maximum amounts of Annex IIIa as 
proposed by the Commission. For the maximum 
amount chargeable for air emissions, TRAN adopted 

COMP I which lowers the chargeable costs for EURO 
VI and foresee O cents for less than Euro VI 
polluting lorries. In exceptional cases Member States 
can apply in mountainous regions and conurbations 
a mark up of max. 25´% compared to the 
infrastructure cost designed to promote sustainable 
mobility. Externals costs can be added to this mark 
up.

5) On the use of revenues, TRAN decided to stronger 
earmark the infrastructure and external costs 
revenues. The revenues for externals costs should 
mainly be spent for reducing the externals costs 
arising from road transport, for measures aimed at 
reducing road transport pollution at source or 
developing alternative infrastructure for transport 
users.

6) Cities will remain free to set regulatory charges 
as TRAN followed the Commission proposal on this 
issue.

The report was adopted by 31:16:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: March I 2009.

Greening Transport
Rapporteur: Mr Georg Jarzembowski 
(EPP-ED, DE)
Own-initiative report

Members adopted 22 amendments including 12 
compromise amendments on Mr Jarzembowski's 
own-initiative report. The compromise amendments, 
drafted by the rapporteur, tried to harmonise the 
different views in the committee, being less critical 
than the original draft report. This concerns for 
instance the appreciation of the steps taken by the 
Commission regarding internalisation of external 
costs.

Other adopted amendments aim inter alia at the 
submission of a supplementary Commission proposal 
for multimodal mobility corridors. Furthermore TRAN 
underlined the need for proposals to internalise 
external costs for all modes of transport, including 
aviation. Concerning rail noise abatement TRAN
acknowledged the Commission's response to the 
need to reduce the noise nuisance from freight 
wagons.

The report was adopted by 26:16:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: March I 2009.

Air Agreement EC-Armenia
Rapporteur: Mr Paolo Costa (ALDE, IT)
Consultation procedure

The TRAN committee approved under the simplified 
procedure the air services agreement with Armenia.
This is one of the agreements negotiated by the 
European Commission under the so-called horizontal
mandate. The main provisions concern, as usual, 
designation clauses (any EU carrier), pricing and 
taxation.



2

The current proposals aim at a decision by the 
Council on the signature and provisional application 
as well as on the conclusion of this Agreement. The 
Council has already signed the Agreement. 
Parliament is entitled to give its opinion on the 
conclusion of this Agreement under the consultation 
procedure. 

The report was adopted by 45:0:1.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: March I 2009.

Air Agreement EC-Israel
Rapporteur: Mr Paolo Costa (ALDE, IT)
Consultation procedure

The TRAN committee approved under the simplified 
procedure the air services agreement with Israel.
This Agreement is similar to the one
abovementioned.

The report was adopted by 44:2:2.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: March I 2009.

Draft report

Action plan on urban mobility 
Rapporteur: Mr Gilles Savary (PSE, FR)
Own-initiative report 

Gilles Savary presented his draft report on an Action 
Plan on Urban Mobility. The Commission's Action 
Plan was originally scheduled for publication in 
autumn. Publication was then delayed several times.  
Though it remains on the Commission's work 
programme for 2009 no firm publication date has 
been provided.  

The rapporteur explained that, while fully respecting 
subsidiarity, the EU can bring added value in this 
field. He advised the committee that the draft report 
reflected the views of the shadow rapporteurs as 
they had been consulted throughout its drafting.  
The report is critical of the Commission for not 
publishing its Action Plan and puts forward a number 
of measures including: 
- a programme for the improvement of statistics 
related to urban mobility, 
- the strengthening of the ITS R&D programme, 
- a requirement for cities with more than 100,000 
inhabitants to have urban transport plans, 
- a transport forum regrouping interesting parties, 
including local authorities,
- an urban mobility observatory (though this should 
not be a new agency),
- the possibility of an urban programme which could 
finance urban transport plans and infrastructure 
development in the Union,
- a users' rights charter, and
- the use of a significant part of the funds in the 
European Economic Recovery programme for urban 
transport projects that are at an advanced stage.

Those shadow rapporteurs who intervened praised 
the rapporteur for the extremely collaborative 

approach he had pursued in the drafting of the 
report. They were also critical of the Commission for 
not acting and argued that, if the Commission does 
not take its right of initiative seriously, then the 
Parliament must seek to influence it. The 
Commission thanked the Parliament for its work and
felt that there was a convergence of ideas between 
the two institutions; in fact the Parliament's work 
was already feeding into the Commission's.

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 18 February 

2009
 Adoption in TRAN: March 2009
 Adoption in plenary: April 2009.

Exchange of views 

with Czech Minister of Transport Mr Petr 
Bendl

Mr Bendl alluded to three cross cutting priorities: 
sustainability, safety and security, and intelligent 
transport in the transport sector. 

The Presidency would seek to advance the 
Eurovignette proposal but emphasised the need for 
pragmatism, while welcoming a system of fees. The 
current road package including cabotage, access to 
the occupation and the 12 day rule for coach drivers, 
and finding a compromise on these was a priority. 

In addition, the aviation package was important and 
progress was being made by Parliament and Council 
on a Single European Sky and the role of the 
European Aviation Safety Agency. A first reading 
agreement on the aviation package was the target.

The Presidency would work to progress passenger 
rights in the maritime sector. As for Marco Polo it 
would be important to ensure a higher rate of 
uptake of budgetary resources. Generally for 
infrastructure the importance of TEN-T investment in 
the current economic climate and the proposal to 
advance € 500 million of investment from 2010 to 
2009 was to be welcomed.

The Presidency wished to develop a Baltic to Adriatic 
corridor. 

In the ensuing debate Members raised a range of 
issues. Opinions were clearly divided on the 
Eurovignette proposal, with some EPP-ED Members 
arguing that is was mistimed. Other Members took a 
strongly opposing view. 

The road and aviation packages were also subjects 
of question and discussion. On aviation its package 
element was emphasised and questions raised about 
national administrations for narrow reasons 
opposing a necessary extension of EASA's 
competences. On the road package the importance 
of the 12 day rule was seen as self-evident. A 
number of Members called for respect of single 
market principles in adopting the cabotage 
Regulation.

A theme which was raised repeatedly and did not 
form part of the President-in-Office's speech was 
safety and especially road safety. Members 
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expressed disappointment that Council in the past 
had not helped to adopt appropriate legislation, 
including current proposals. Other topics raised were 
a real European Maritime Space, modal shift, the 
second stage aviation agreement with the United 
States, working time provisions and slot rights at 
airports. 

In reply the Minister said the Parliament's 
postponement of the Single Sky vote was welcome 
as giving Council time to move to a final position. 
On Eurovignette, transit and periphery countries 
tended to take different approaches. The Minister 
confirmed the priority of rail corridors for the Czech 
Presidency, which also wanted to see a competitive 
rail network.

On cross border transport safety, the Minister said 
there was a judicial overlap which would have to be 
resolved before progress could be made. The 
informal Council meeting in April will address road 
safety.

The Minister linked cabotage to the 12 hour rule in 
seeking an agreement on the road package. He 
undertook to raise the airport slots issues in Council 
and closed by stating he was willing to clarify any 
remaining issues in writing.  

STOA: exchange of views with TRAN 
representatives

Ms Barsi-Pataky (EPP-ED, HU) and Mr El Khadraoui
(PSE, BE), Transport and Tourism committee's STOA 
representatives outlined STOA projects undertaken 
in this parliamentary session with major transport 
implications. These concerned Galileo, new 
technologies in the road and aviation sectors, Tunnel 
Safety and long distance transport in Europe for 
2050.

Plenary 2-5 February 2009, 
Strasbourg

Agenda for sustainable future in general 
and business aviation
Rapporteur: Mr Luis Queiró (EPP-ED, PT)
Own-initiative report

The report by Mr Queiró "broadly welcomed" the 
Commission's Communication of 11 January 2007 
entitled "Agenda for Sustainable Future in General 
and Business Aviation", but stressed that the 
Commission must ensure that proportionality and 
subsidiarity principles are applied "in the design and 
implementation of both existing and future aviation 
legislation". 
  
MEPs ask the Commission to examine the possibility 
of "laying down simplified security procedures and 
screening processes for business aviation 
passengers without in any way compromising their 
security and safety", and suggest that the 
Commission facilitate the exchange of best practice 
on security measures at small and medium-sized 
airports.
  

Pointing out that it is "increasingly difficult" for 
General and Business Aviation to access major and 
regional airports, due to the growing demand from 
commercial air transport, MEPs urge the Commission 
and Member States to optimise the use of existing 
capacity through "better planning" and "the 
deployment of modern technologies", and to use 
helicopters as a "short-haul connecting tool".
They also encourage Member States and regional 

and local authorities to modernise and establish 
small and medium-sized airports and to invest in 
"specific infrastructure necessary for the operation 
and stationing of aircraft in the field of General and 
Business Aviation".

The House believes that the environmental 
performance of smaller aircraft can be "enhanced" 
by "using cleaner fuels and by promoting research, 
technological development and innovation". It 
stresses the importance of initiatives such as "Clean 
Sky" and the Cost Effective Small Aircraft (CESAR) 
project.

In terms of noise pollution, MEPs consider that 
"noise mapping is one of several tools providing for 
a balanced methodology to ensure airport 
development without causing significant noise 
pollution to local citizens".
  
Finally, MEPs call on the Commission to take 
appropriate measures to facilitate access of the EU's 
General and Business Aviation manufacturing 
industry to world markets. They also consider the 
promotion of recreational and sport aviation, 
including of European aeroclubs, as "essential", 
because this sector constitutes "an important source 
of professional skills for the entire aviation sector".

The report was adopted by 524:74:6.

New reports and opinions

Opinion
Budget 2010: Section III - Commission and draft 
mandate for the 2010 draft budget conciliation 
procedure before the Council's first reading
GUE/NGL: Mr Jaromír Kohlicek  
TRAN administrator: Mr Gerard Meehan/ Christopher 
Ford 

TRAN committee 16-17 February
2009

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 16 February, afternoon
 De Grandes/ Ship- source pollution
 Romagnoli/ Common Aviation Area with 

Israel
 Cramer/ 2007 discharge agencies
 Blokland/ Working time mobile road 

transport
 Grosch/ Access to the international road 

haulage market
 Grosch/ International carriage of 

passengers by coach and bus
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Tuesday, 17 February, morning
 Flag State/ Fernandes (vote)
 Insurance of shipowners for maritime 

claims/ Savary (vote)
 Ship-source pollution/ De Grandes (vote)
 Common Aviation Area with Israel/ 

Romagnoli (vote)
 Air Agreement EC- Nepal/ Costa (vote)
 2007 discharge/ Romagnoli (vote)
 2007 discharge agencies/ Cramer (vote)
 Working time mobile road transport/ 

Blokland (vote)
 Jensen/ Intelligent Transport Systems
 Duchon/ Freight Corridors
 Stockmann/ Marco Polo

Tuesday, 17 February, afternoon
 Albertini/ Passenger rights people with 

reduced mobility buses/ coaches
 Teychenné/ Passenger rights people with 

reduced mobility maritime transport
 Ticau/ Occupation of road transport 

services

TRAN committee meetings 2009, 
Brussels
morning = 9.00-12.30
afternoon = 15.00-18.30

Monday, 16 March, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 30 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 31 March, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 31 March, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 2 April, 15h00-18h30

Constituent meetings in week 30 TBC

Tuesday, 1 September, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 2 September, 9h00-12h30 
Wednesday, 2 September, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 5 October, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 6 October, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 6 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 9 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 10 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 10 November, 15h00-18h30

Tuesday, 1 December, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 2 December, 9h00-12h30
Wednesday, 2 December, 15h00-18h30
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