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Executive summary

This document provides a summary of the activities of the Subcommittee on Human Rights 
(DROI) in the 6th parliamentary term (2004-2009). It provides details of the wide range of issues 
covered in different geographical regions, a variety of thematic issues, as well as important events 
in the human rights field. This report summarises the most important contributions to the work of 
the European Parliament made by the subcommittee during these five years.
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Introduction

The European Parliament has become an increasingly important voice on human rights and 
democracy issues. It contributes to the drafting, implementation and evaluation of EU policies in 
the field of human rights through its resolutions, reports, missions to third countries, human rights 
events, interparliamentary delegations and joint parliamentary committees with third countries, 
oral and written questions, special hearings on specific issues and its annual Sakharov Prize award 
procedure. The President of the European Parliament also regularly takes up human rights issues 
with the representatives of third countries.

The Subcommittee on Human Rights, which was reconstituted in 2004 at the start of the 6th 
parliamentary term under the chairmanship of Ms Hélène Flautre (Verts/ALE), has become a 
focal point for discussions on human rights in the European Parliament. It has taken many 
parliamentary initiatives in this sphere and has provided a permanent forum for discussions on the 
human rights situation and the development of democracy in non-EU countries, with other EU 
institutions, UN Special Rapporteurs and representatives of the UNDP, the Council of Europe, 
government representatives, human rights activists and NGOs. It has conducted delegation visits 
to individual third countries seeking EU membership (Turkey and Croatia). One of the main goals 
of the Subcommittee has been to contribute to the mainstreaming of human rights issues into all 
aspects of the EU's external relations and the relevant EP activities. It has done so inter alia by 
drafting guidelines for all the EP's interparliamentary delegations with third countries.

Great efforts have been made to monitor and evaluate the implementation of EU instruments in the 
human rights field. In this regard, the Subcommittee has put particular emphasis on the 
implementation of the EU financial instrument 'European Initiative on Democracy and Human 
Rights' and of the EU Guidelines on human rights matters. During the sixth parliamentary term, 
the focus has been particularly on the guidelines on the death penalty, the guidelines on torture and 
the guidelines on human rights dialogues.
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Main issues covered

1. Areas of responsibility and membership

- Responsibilities

The Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) was reconstituted in 2004 as a subcommittee of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

The subcommittee's main responsibilities  are set out in Section I(5) of Annex VI of the Rules of 
Procedure of the European Parliament:

'- issues concerning human rights, the protection of minorities and the promotion of democratic 
values in third countries: In this context the committee [on foreign affairs] is assisted by a 
subcommittee on human rights. Without prejudice to the relevant rules, members from other 
committees and bodies with responsibilities in this field shall be invited to attend the meetings of 
the subcommittee.'

- Membership Annex I

The Subcommittee consisted of 32 Members of the European Parliament, who could be 
represented by 32 substitute members, The main decisions concerning the work of the 
Subcommittee (agendas, delegations, issues to be discussed) were taken by its Enlarged Bureau, 
which consisted of the Chair, Hélène Flautre, the four Vice-Chairs - Richard Howitt (PSE), Patrick 
Gaubert (PPE-DEPPE-DE), Sarah Ludford (ALDE) and Jozef Pinior (PSE) - and the seven 
coordinators, each representing one political group: Laima Andrikienė (PPE-DEPPE-DE) who 
replaced Simon Coveney in 2007; Raimon Obiols i Germa (PSE) who replaced Elena Valenciano 
in 2007; Marco Cappato (ALDE); Raul Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE); Vittorio Agnoletto 
(GUE/NGL); Inese Vaidere (UEN); and Irena Belohorska (NI).

2. Evaluating the implementation of EU human rights instruments : making the 
Commission and Council accountable

One of the main tasks of the Subcommittee has been to analyse and take appropriate follow-up 
action on the implementation of the different instruments available at EU level in the field of 
human rights and democracy promotion, namely financial instruments, human rights guidelines, 
human rights dialogues, and EP and Council reports.

Besides analysing and assessing EU policy in the field of human rights and democracy, the 
Subcommittee’s role is also to make the Commission and Council accountable. The Subcommittee 
has therefore made every effort to ensure that constant dialogue is maintained with the 
Commission and the Council. The Subcommittee expressed its point of view on their actions in the 
field of human rights, monitored the extent to which they achieved priorities in the field of human 
rights, often set by common agreement, and encouraged them to act when a common strategy or 
joint action was required. 
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The Commission was represented at all our meetings by the human rights unit of the External 
relations (RELEX) DG (B1).

The successive Presidencies-in-office have regularly taken part in the Subcommittee's meetings,
represented either by the Chair of COHOM or another official of the presiding Member State. On 
behalf of Javier Solana, Mr Michael Matthiessen, and from 2007 Dr Riina Kionka, the Personal 
Representative for Human Rights of the High Representative for the CFSP, have been present on 
numerous occasions and remained actively involved in the work of the subcommittee. From 2004 
onwards the Chair of the Subcommittee was also invited to participate in the meetings of the 
Council Working Group on Human Rights (COHOM) and in informal lunch meetings of the 
Council Working Group on Peace and Security (COPS).

Also from 2004 onwards, the Subcommittee introduced a new procedure enabling individual 
Members to ask questions to the Commission on specific human rights issues.

A total of 96 questions were tabled in the period 2004-2009, mostly focusing on certain countries 
(Cuba, China, North Africa, Turkey, etc.) or horizontal human rights issues, such as impunity, the 
death penalty and certain violations of specific human rights.

3. EU guidelines on human rights

The EU has adopted eight sets of guidelines in the field of human rights promotion, dealing with
the protection of human rights defenders, the prevention of torture, the fight against the death 
penalty, the protection of children in armed conflict, structured dialogues on human rights with 
third countries, International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and, more recently, the protection of the 
rights of the child (in 2007) and violence against women and girls (in 2008).

In 2005 the Subcommittee held an exchange of views on the guidelines for the protection of 
human rights defenders and held a meeting with Ms Hina Jilani, UN Special Rapporteur on 
Human Rights Defenders.

In 2006 the Subcommittee received a study on the implementation of the guidelines on torture. In 
its conclusions, this study made several specific recommendations to the Commission on how to 
revise and increase the effectiveness of all human rights guidelines. As a result of this, several 
positive improvements were implemented: the guidelines were revised and updated, EU 
delegations and officials received training on the effective use of the guidelines and several sets of 
guidelines were translated into Arabic, Chinese, Farsi and Russian. However, there is still much to 
be done to further improve the implementation of the guidelines.

4. Human rights dialogues and consultations

Based upon a compilation of six studies commissioned by the Subcommittee on the different EU 
bilateral human rights dialogues and consultations (with China, Russia, the ACP, the 
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Neighbourhood countries, Latin America and Iran) and a legal opinion by the EP Legal service, an 
EP report1 was prepared by Elena Valenciano Martínez-Orozco (PSE)to  evaluate the functioning 
of EU human rights dialogues and consultations with third countries. This report provided a 
detailed analysis of the different kinds of human rights dialogues and consultations, such as the 
structured dialogue with China, the consultations with Russia, the new Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement based dialogue with Uzbekistan and the political dialogue and possible 
'Article 96 consultations' conducted with African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. The 
document included recommendations to improve these dialogues, in particular by increasing their 
transparency and publicity as well as developing EU inter-institutional coherence and enhancing 
the role of the EP.

The Subcommittee has organised regular 'in camera' briefings on the preparations for and 
debriefings on the results of the main dialogues, with a special focus on China, Russia and 
Uzbekistan as well as the Southern Neighbourhood countries, sometimes also inviting the 
representatives of the EU Troika and the Chair of the relevant interparliamentary delegation to an 
exchange of views as part of the Subcommittee's ordinary meetings.

As a follow-up to the recommendations of the Valenciano report a new practice of informal 
confidential debriefings on the dialogue rounds was introduced, in which Troika representatives 
provided information to interested MEPs on a confidential basis. In the period 2007-2008, a total 
of five such meetings took place, on dialogues with China, the African Union, Egypt, Israel and 
Uzbekistan. This new procedure enabled the EP to be better informed about and to have greater 
influence over EU human rights dialogues and consultations. Besides this, the secretariat was 
regularly invited to attend the legal seminar at the time of the EU-China dialogues and the EU's 
meeting with NGOs prior to consultations with Russia.

5. Human rights clauses

In the first DROI/AFET own-initiative report2 on the human rights clauses in the EU's agreements 
with third countries 2006 by Vittorio Agnoletto, in which the EP analysed the functioning and 
shortcomings of the human rights and democracy clauses in agreements with third countries, and 
made proposals for improving their efficiency. One of the main proposals was to develop a more 
effective mechanism regarding the procedure for consultations based on Articles 9 and 96 of the 
Cotonou Agreement.

6. Sanctions as part of the EU human rights policy

In 2008 the Subcommittee drafted a report3 on EU sanctions in the field of human rights 
(rapporteur: Hélène Flautre), in which Parliament calls on the European Union to improve the way 
it uses sanctions as a foreign policy instrument, highlighting the need for greater coherence in the 
                                               
1 European Parliament resolution of 6 September 2007 on the functioning of the human rights dialogues and 
consultations on human rights with third countries (2007/2001(INI)), P6_TA(2007)0381.
2 European Parliament resolution of 14 February 2006 on the human rights and democracy clause in European Union 
agreements (2005/2057(INI)), P6 TA (2006)0056.
3 European Parliament resolution of 4 September 2008 on the evaluation of EU sanctions as part of the EU's actions 
and policies in the area of human rights (2008/2031(INI)), P6_TA-PROV(2008)0405.
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use of sanctions, including through better analysis and impact assessments, and to make EU 
sanctions more effective, e.g. through in-depth analysis of each specific situation prior to the 
adoption of sanctions and clear and specific benchmarks as conditions for the lifting of sanctions. 
Alongside the reports on Human Rights Clauses and Dialogues, this report constitutes a 
fundamental element of the 'trilogy' assessing the main human rights instruments of EU foreign 
policy and a basis for future scrutiny by the EP of developments in this respect.

During a discussion in the Subcommittee in early 2009, the Commission stated that Members 
would receive relevant information regarding recently imposed or prolonged sanctions. The other 
institutions considered that the usefulness of a network of independent experts required further 
examination. The Commission announced, as regards sanctions legislation (blacklisting and de-
listing), that it would make proposals or take action as necessary to bring the listing procedures in 
line with relevant case-law.

7. The EIDHR and budgetary control

The European Parliament, via the Subcommittee's working group on the EIDHR, has used its 
budgetary powers to increase substantially the resources earmarked for programmes dealing with 
democracy and human rights financed under a separate budget chapter, created at the initiative of 
the EP, the 'European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights' (EIDHR).

During the negotiations on the new financial instruments for external assistance, the European 
Parliament identified the need for a separate regulation for EU action on democracy and human 
rights as one of the main priorities, in order to guarantee visibility and flexibility, and stressed the 
importance of having an instrument which can work without the consent of the authorities of third 
countries. During autumn 2006, intense and fruitful interinstitutional negotiations took place, with 
the Chair, Hélène Flautre (Verts/ALE), and Edward McMillan-Scott (PPE-DEPPE-DE) as co-
rapporteurs for the European Parliament. These led to the introduction of the new ad hoc 
measures, providing specific support to human rights defenders, and allowing support to be given 
to support non-registered civil society organisations.

Through the process of democratic scrutiny of the new European Instrument for Democracy and 
Human Rights, finally established on 20 December 20064, the EP is actively taking part in the 
oversight of the implementation of this instrument. A specific working group has been set up 
within the Subcommittee to this effect. Between 2007 and 2009, the working group held six
meetings.

The EIDHR budget resources, which for the period of 2007-2013 amount to €1,104 million, 
provide assistance in the area of cooperation aimed at enhancing respect for and observance of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, promoting and consolidating democracy and democratic 
reform in third countries, providing support and solidarity to human rights defenders and victims 
of repression and abuse, and strengthening civil society active in the field of human rights and 

                                               
4 Regulation (EC) No 1889/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council, 20.12.2006, OJ L 386, 29.12.2006, 
p.1  (http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/eidhr/working-documents_en.htm).
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democracy promotion; supporting and strengthening the international and regional framework in 
this area; building confidence in and enhancing the reliability of electoral processes, in particular 
through election observation missions, and through support for local civil society organisations 
involved in these processes.

8. Mainstreaming human rights

The EP as a whole draws on the work of the Subcommittee to formulate its positions concerning 
the promotion of human rights in third countries, in connection with both the UN's work and the 
ratification of new international agreements
The Subcommittee also has as a role to play in mainstreaming EU policy concerning the 
promotion of human rights and democracy through the different bodies of the European 
Parliament, inter alia through the interparliamentary delegations, joint parliamentary committees 
and multilateral parliamentary assemblies.
In order to achieve this objective, the Subcommittee has systematically ensured that the 
Chairpersons of the different delegations dealing with the countries analysed in the Subcommittee 
are invited to its meetings, along with the different rapporteurs working on specific countries. 

In July 2005, the Chair, Hélène Flautre, met the members of the Conference of Delegation 
Chairmen. The aim of this meeting was to present the Chairs of EP delegations with examples of 
best practices for the implementation of EU human rights policy, and more specifically of the EU 
guidelines for human rights. It was agreed that a best practices guide should be proposed to the 
members on how to implement and follow-up the EU policy on the promotion of human rights and 
democracy during their visits to third countries. As a result, in January 2006, the Conference of 
Presidents adopted and endorsed the 'Specific guidelines for human rights action of MEPs in their 
visits to third countries'.

9. Cases of violation of individuals' human rights 

During the 6th parliamentary term, numerous individual cases raised by Parliament included 
political prisoners, prisoners of conscience, journalists, cyberdissidents, scientists, trade unionists 
and human rights defenders in jail, harassed or under threat.

The most famous cases included the Bulgarian nurses and the Palestinian doctor in Libya, the 
murder of Anna Politkovskaya in Russia, the house arrest of Sakharov laureate Aung San Suu Kyi 
in Burma, the imprisonment of Dr Ayman Nour in Egypt and Hu Jia in China. The full list of cases 
is included in Annex I to the Annual Report on Human Rights, adopted each year by Parliament.

The cases were either raised in a letter to the authorities signed by the President of Parliament, by 
the AFET or DROI chairs and/or by the relevant EP delegation chair, , or in a discussion in a
Subcommittee meeting, or included in a human rights urgency resolution (see below). Confidential 
demarches have also sometimes been conducted by the President and his Private Office.

This work relies on ad hoc cooperation between the Human Rights Unit, the Commission desk 
officer and its delegation in the country concerned, as well as individual MEPs and if necessary 
the EP Legal service and sometimes the EU Presidency. A great deal of information is also 
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received from NGO's.

Main mechanisms

1. Urgency resolutions Annex IX

An important aspect of Parliament's activities are the parliamentary resolutions on human rights 
violations in specific countries and, in particular, on individual cases which are dealt with in the 
monthly plenary debates on urgent subjects. The Council, the Commission and the relevant 
Governments are urged to take action. The reactions of the governments concerned suggest that 
they are sensitive to criticism by the European Parliament. The Human Rights Unit provides input 
to the political groups' human rights advisors, as they are responsible for drafting the resolutions 
on subjects selected by the Conference of Presidents (urgency procedure, Rule 115).

During the five-year period of reporting, Parliament adopted more than 250 resolutions on human 
rights related issues.

Topics for urgent procedure can result from a hearing in the Sub-Committee on Human Rights or 
indeed be followed up in that framework or by an ad hoc 'fact finding', parliamentary delegation. 
The issues raised in this way can also be taken up in inter-parliamentary meetings or in meetings 
between ambassadors and the President.

From 2004 to 2009, the countries most frequently the subject of EP human rights resolutions were 
(non-exhaustive list):

China (including Tibet): 15
Russia (including Chechnya):13
Burma/Myanmar: 12
Iran: 12
Belarus: 11
Sudan (including Darfur): 10
USA: 9
Zimbabwe: 7
Palestine: 6
Democratic Rep. of Congo: 5
Cambodia: 5

The impact study commissioned by the Subcommittee provides an in-depth analysis of the impact 
of these resolutions on human rights violator third countries, on individuals and groups mentioned, 
and on causes and norms. Based on the recommendation of the study, the Subcommittee 
monitored the follow-up to these resolutions, recording the reactions of third-country governments 
and the actions of European institutions.

Apart from this, there were several debates with the Commission and Council which did not lead 
to the adoption of resolutions. The preparation of EU summits with third countries regularly 
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provides an occasion for the adoption of resolutions including references to human rights issues. 
The summits with Russia and China have provided Parliament with the opportunity to express 
very strong views on human rights issues in Chechnya and Tibet, for example.

2. Reports Annex III

Between 2004 and 2009 the Subcommittee drafted eleven EP reports, which were discussed and 
then adopted by the Foreign Affairs Committee. Following the final adoption in plenary these 
reports became EP resolutions, positions of the whole assembly. Besides the five annual reports on 
human rights and the report on the Human Rights Council (rapporteur: Ms Andrikiené), other
reports which constituted the core work of the Subcommittee's activities in the period 2004-2009
were those  on human rights clauses (rapporteur: Mr Agnoletto), human rights dialogues 
(rapporteur: Ms Valenciano) and sanctions (rapporteur: Ms Flautre).

Annual report
At around the same time as the EU annual report on human rights is published by the Council -
into which significant input is provided by the Subcommittee on its own activities - the European 
Parliament begins drafting an annual report on the human rights situation in the world and EU 
human rights policy.

In 2005 it was drafted by Simon Coveney (PPE-DEPPE-DE), and the resolution on the Council's 
2004 annual report provided an overview of the main human rights concerns in individual 
countries organised by regions, and discussed nine specific thematic issues in depth. These were:
human rights and the fight against terrorism, children's rights, the impact of conflict on women 
and children, the death penalty, trafficking in human beings and human organs, child prostitution 
and child labour, the role of international business in human rights, impunity and the role of the
International Criminal Court.

On the basis of an analysis of the EP annual reports adopted over the last ten years, and following 
the impact study's suggestion that  this report be transformed into a genuine tool aimed at 
evaluating the implementation of EU instruments in the field of human rights and democracy, in 
2006 the rapporteur, Richard Howitt, introduced a new approach to the annual report: it became an 
analysis of the European Union's human rights work in all its forms and proposals to make it more 
effective. Topics discussed included the EU's activities in international organisations, the 
mainstreaming of human rights into other policy areas, including trade and the EU HR dialogues 
with third countries.

Simon Coveney (PPE-DEPPE-DE), who followed Mr Howitt's horizontal approach , was again 
rapporteur of the annual report in 2007. In 2008 the report was drafted by Marco Cappato (ALDE) 
and in 2009 by Raimond Obiols i Germa (PSE).

Opinions Annex IV
From 2004 to 2009, in addition to its own reports, the Subcommittee drafted and forwarded its 
position in the form of opinions to the parliamentary reports of other committees. Of its ten 
opinions, seven were addressed to the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
(LIBE). The remaining three were sent to the Committee on Development (DEVE), the Committee 
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on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO) and the Committee on International Trade (INTA).

3. Hearings and other events Annex V

In the reporting period the Subcommittee on Human Rights organised over forty hearings and 
exchanges of views on human rights issues. The hearings focused on the human rights situation in 
a specific country or geographic region, or a horizontal human rights issue such as the death 
penalty, the protection of human rights defenders, torture, children's rights, transitional justice, 
corporate social responsibility, and the ICC.

An annual hearing was devoted to human rights in Turkey and another to the EU Neighbourhood 
Policy with a special focus on the implementation of human rights issues in the National Action 
Plans of Eastern ENP countries (Moldova-2005, Azerbaijan-2007, Armenia-2008), and one or two 
Southern ENP countries (Morocco-2005, Egypt-2006, Israel-2006, Jordan-2007, Tunisia-2008).

Human rights issues in China, Russia, Uzbekistan/Central Asia came up regularly on the agenda of 
Subcommittee meetings. The human rights situation in Cuba, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Cambodia, Laos, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal, feminicides in Mexico and Guatemala, 
and the protection of minorities in Vojvodina/Serbia were also discussed.

In 2004 and 2005 the most important exchanges of views in the Subcommittee were the debates on 
Mr McMillan-Scott's report on the EIDHR, the assessment of the Commission's activities in the 
field of human rights, the impact of the various EU instruments, and the Commission's EIDHR 
programming document for 2005 to 2006.

2005 being the year of the Mediterranean, the tenth anniversary of the Barcelona Process and the 
year of the first plenary session of the Euro Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly, the 
Subcommittee held one public hearing on enforced disappearances in the Mediterranean region 
(more particularly in Algeria) and another on the freedom of expression and the development of 
parliamentary democracy in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

Besides its regular public hearings, the Subcommittee has participated in several major awareness-
raising events in the field of human rights.

In March 2007 the findings of the major DROI study 'Beyond Activism - The impact of the 
resolutions and other activities of the European Parliament in the field of human rights outside the 
European Union' by the European Inter-University Centre in Venice was presented in a seminar 
format, with the participation of the President of the European Parliament.

As a major event, the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was 
commemorated in cooperation with the United Nations and the Commission on the EP's premises 
by an important conference, with the participation of high-level personalities and human rights 
defenders from all over the world.

Besides organising the annual plenary session on human rights (Sakharov week) in December in 
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Strasbourg, the Human Rights Unit actively coordinated the organisation of the conference '20 
years of active support for human rights: Sakharov laureates tell their story' on the 20th 
Anniversary of the Sakharov Prize in December 2008 (for further details, see the section on the 
Sakharov Prize). At this conference the President of Parliament, as well as Ms Elena Bonner, the 
widow of Dr Andrei Sakharov and the laureates present agreed to establish the Sakharov network,
in order to mutually support one another's human rights activities.

4. Cooperation with other committees

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
Issues concerning human rights within the European Union fall within the remit of the Committee 
on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE), which looks into the situation as regards 
respect for fundamental rights in the EU.

The Subcommittee cooperated closely with this committee to monitor the external impact of 
internal policies, especially with regard to the issues of asylum and migration and the human rights 
aspects of trafficking in people and organs. In 2007, on the basis of the work of a temporary 
committee Parliament adopted the Fava report, analysing and strongly condemning the rendition
of EU and other citizens for torture in secret detention centres. As a follow-up on the topic of 
illegal renditions by the CIA, the LIBE Committee organised a meeting in May 2007 with Mr 
Chertoff, Secretary for Homeland Security issues in the USA and with the German Presidency in 
order to obtain more information on these issues. The Subcommittee on Human Rights was 
represented by Sarah Ludford at that meeting. An important joint hearing took place in this regard 
in July 2006 with Dick Marty of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, concerning his 
second report on CIA secret flights and renditions.

A series of DROI debates focused on the promotion and protection of fundamental rights in 
relation to the establishment of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency. This was followed up by a 
debate with the director of the agency in 2008.

Committee on Development (DEVE)
Besides the Subcommittee on Human Rights, a working group within the Committee on 
Development holds regular meetings on human rights in developing countries or on specific 
subjects such as child soldiers or child slaves with both human rights NGOs and representatives of 
the governments concerned, most recently concerning the north of Uganda and the more specific 
subjects of the situation of the Dalits in India. The two bodies, in cases of common concern, 
organise joint meetings or public hearings. In June 2007, for instance, such a hearing analysed the 
human rights situation in Ethiopia two years after the elections which were monitored by the EU.

Another special joint meeting was organised by Parliament's Conference of Presidents in June 
2007, to voice Parliament's concerns about the long-lasting conflict situation in Darfur (Sudan). 
On this occasion, Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Jody Williams 
addressed Parliament and called on its Members to take concrete steps and act in order to stop the 
armed conflict and end the suffering of the people of Darfur. As a follow-up to this meeting, on 
the initiative of the Committee on Development, Parliament adopted a resolution on 12 July 2007,
in which it expressed its concern at the human rights situation in Darfur. Member States, the 
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Council and the Commission were called on to assume their responsibilities and make every 
possible effort to provide effective protection for the people affected by the crisis.

Interparliamentary delegations
Furthermore, Parliament's inter-parliamentary delegations regularly discuss human rights issues 
with partner parliaments from all over the world. The Subcommittee, besides drafting human 
rights mainstreaming guidelines for all the EP's interparliamentary delegations with third 
countries, invited the chairs of the delegations to its meetings in order to participate in debates 
about the specific countries within their remits.

ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly
The main forum for political dialogue between the EP and parliamentarians from African, 
Caribbean and Pacific countries is the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly. Human rights are a 
regular agenda item at meetings of its joint ACP-EU Bureau and its Political Affairs Committee. 
During the reporting period , debates were held, with the assistance of the Human Rights Unit, on 
inter alia the situation in Zimbabwe, the DRC, the Horn of Africa, Sudan/Darfur, Fiji and
Mauritania, and reports were drawn up on illegal migration, on freedom of association and on the 
death penalty in the ACP-EU partnership.

The Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA)
The Euro-Mediterranean Assembly provides opportunities for parliamentary dialogue on human 
rights issues and democracy with Mediterranean countries. In this context, a hearing was held on 
freedom of expression and the development of parliamentary democracy in the Euro-
Mediterranean region. In 2007, the plenary session was held in Tunisia, and devoted special 
attention to the theme 'Dialogue between Cultures'. The different committees of the Assembly met 
more frequently and dealt with issues such as the Arab-Israeli conflict, terrorism, poverty 
reduction and improving the situation of women in the Euro-Mediterranean countries. The 
Committee on Political Affairs, Security and Human Rights has established the practice of 
including a standing item on human rights on every agenda.

EuroLat Parliamentary Assembly 
The Subcommittee also cooperated with the EuroLat Parliamentary Assembly, which provides 
opportunities for parliamentary dialogue on human rights and democracy issues with Latin 
America.

EU national parliaments
In June 2008, the EU Member States' parliamentary committees on human rights held a meeting in 
the European Parliament in the framework of a meeting of the Subcommittee, with a special focus 
on the fight against torture as a key priority for the EU, on the occasion of the International Day in 
support of Victims of Torture. In the presence of Mr Manfred Nowak, UN Special Rapporteur on 
Torture, the members present approved a declaration on this issue, stating inter alia that Member 
States should finance centres for the rehabilitation of torture victims and should sign OPCAT.

Activities of the DROI Chair
As an additional activity to reinforce the Subcommittee's work in the field of human rights, the 
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Chair, Hélène Flautre, has regularly held bilateral confidential meetings with human rights 
defenders, ambassadors and representatives of civil society, to which Enlarged Bureau members, 
and representatives of political groups and of the Human Rights Unit were also invited. Such
meetings focused on information exchange and providing support to all those fighting for human 
rights.

5. Sakharov Prize

Since 1988, in the spirit of Andrei Sakharov, the European Parliament has awarded the annual 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought in order to honour individuals or organisations for their 
efforts on behalf of human rights and fundamental freedoms and against oppression and injustice. 
Parliament awarded the 2004 Sakharov prize for Freedom of Thought to the Belarusian 
Association of Journalists. .

Of substantial significance during 2004 was the special ceremony for the 1995 Sakharov Prize 
laureate Leyla Zana, the former Kurdish MP. When Parliament awarded her the prize, Leyla Zana 
had already been in prison for one year and was unable to collect the Prize personally. After 
spending 10 years in prison, she was finally released on 9 June 2004 and could address the plenary 
of the European Parliament at this special ceremony, which took place on 14 October 2004.

In 2005, the Prize was awarded to the Ladies in White in recognition of their action in favour of 
political prisoners in Cuba, to Hauwa Ibrahim in recognition of her work as a lawyer defending 
women and children accused under Sharia law in Nigeria, and to Reporters without Borders in
recognition of their fight for press freedom in the world.

In order to increase the general impact of the Sakharov Prize, based on the suggestion of the 
impact study, Parliament reformed the statute of the Sakharov award procedure in 2006. The 
Human Rights Unit actively participated in this process. One of the major improvements was the 
more transparent nomination of candidates by not only political groups but also MEPs in a group 
of 40. The new rules stated that there could only be one final winner and the Development 
Committee and the Foreign Affairs Committee became jointly responsible for his/her election by 
secret ballot.

In the following year, 2006, Aliaksandr Milinkevich was awarded the prize for his fight for 
democratic rights and political freedoms in Belarus. Mr Milinkevich led mass demonstrations 
against the unfair presidential elections held in March 2006 and was detained several times for 
encouraging people to insist upon their fundamental right to freedom of expression and assembly.

The 2007 Prize was awarded to Salih Mahmoud Osman, a lawyer in Sudan, for his fight for 
victims of the massacres in Darfur.

The first time this prize was presented, the publicity around the award ceremony was regrettably 
rather limited. In 2008, this was no longer the case, not only owing to the increased media 
coverage in this digital age of round-the-clock broadcasting, but also because it was the 20th 
anniversary year. On this occasion, the President of the Parliament invited all living previous 
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winners, and most of them attended the plenary session on 17 December 2008. However, 
regrettably, some could not attend, including the Ladies in White and Oswaldo Paya from Cuba, 
who were denied travel permits, the 1990 Burmese laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, assigned to house 
arrest, and the 2008 laureate Hu Jia, imprisoned by the Chinese authorities.

On 26 November 2007, Hu Jia had spoken to the Members of the European Parliament via 
conference call during a  Subcommittee on Human Rights public hearing, looking at the situation 
on China in the run-up to the 2008 Olympic Games. As a direct result of his address, he was 
arrested and charged with 'inciting subversion of state power' and sentenced to three-and-a-half 
years in prison. During the 2008 award ceremony in his honour on 17 December 2008 a pre-
recorded video message was screened, with a moving message on his behalf, which his wife had 
recorded on her home computer.

6. Delegation visits Annex VII

The Subcommittee has the possibility of organising its own delegation missions. Members of the 
Subcommittee also participate in ad hoc delegations of the EP. 

In the 6th parliamentary term the Subcommittee members participated in delegations to numerous 
events, including the annual EU-NGO Human Rights Forum, the third World Congress against the 
Death Penalty and multilateral conferences organised by the OSCE. In addition, the Subcommittee 
sent a delegation to Turkey each year. Another delegation visited Croatia in 2007.

By participating in election observation missions, members of the Subcommittee make a further 
contribution to strengthening human rights and democracy in third countries.

UN Human Rights Council (HRC)

A major body for cooperation in the human rights field is the new United Nations Human Rights 
Council (HRC) in Geneva, whose creation the Subcommittee followed with great interest and 
expectation: an EP delegation went to Geneva first in 2004 and after that every year, once, to the 
main session, or twice when issues of particular importance were discussed. Members usually met 
with the EU Presidency and Member States' and other ambassadors, Special Rapporteurs and non-
governmental organisations. The EP consistently reiterated its support for a strong Council, 
capable of successfully addressing human rights violations throughout the world, at a time when 
the various rules of procedure and working methods were being defined. In 2007 DROI members 
also attended the UN General Assembly Third Committee session as part of a fact-finding mission.

Cooperation with the UN Annex VI

In anticipation of the delegation visit to the HRC, the Subcommittee has held regular exchanges of 
views with its President-in-Office and other key officials, such as UN special rapporteurs. The 
close dialogue with the President of the HRC focused in particular on the Universal Periodic 
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Review, the membership criteria and the mandates of the Special Rapporteurs.
In 2005 an exchange of views took place with the then UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Ms Louise Arbour. Her successor, Ms Navanethem Pillay, addressed members in 2008 at the 
conference to mark the 60th anniversary of the UDHR.
In spring 2008 DROI members took part in an ad hoc EP delegation visit to the UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, which was addressed by Ms Flautre. The Chair of the UNPFII also 
visited the European Parliament and attended a DROI hearing.

Relations with the Council of Europe

The Subcommittee has also maintained regular dialogue with the OSCE parliamentary assembly 
and the Council of Europe. In this context, there is continuing cooperation with the office of the 
Council of Europe's Commissioner for Human Rights . 

7. Studies Annex VIII

During its first year of activities, the Subcommittee, in close cooperation with the DG EXPO 
Policy Department, used its expertise budget to commission over forty external studies on various 
subjects. The studies provided a basis for drawing up a parliamentary report (e.g. on human rights 
clauses, dialogues and sanctions) or for delegation visits, or raised questions for further discussion. 
In 2004 the Subcommittee was presented with a specially commissioned study on the financial
instruments available to the European Union for its human rights activities in third countries, with 
special reference to the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights.

In the reporting period, five studies were commissioned on the death penalty (in the Great Lakes 
region, the Philippines, Singapore, the US and the Inter-American system) and seven studies on 
human rights dialogues and consultations (with Iran, China, Russia, Central America, under the 
ENP, under the Cotonou Agreement, and a summary report). An important study, involving
numerous country visits and investigations by the commissioned expert, was produced on the 
implementation of the EU Guidelines on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment. This document was presented to the Council's working group on human rights 
(COHOM) and led to practical efforts to upgrade the implementation of the guidelines.

8. Platform for dialogue with civil society

Amongst the most important and active observers of the work of the Subcommittee are the 
international and Brussels-based non-governmental organisations and representatives of civil 
society. Already at its first meeting after its establishment in July 2004, the Subcommittee held an 
exchange of views with the Head of the Amnesty International/EU Office, who represented the 
Human Rights and Democracy NGO Network (HRDN) and presented two reflection papers on the 
NGOs' priorities for EU human rights policy. In the following years, the Subcommittee held many 
exchanges of views with the HRDN and invited their representatives to almost all subcommittee 
meetings in order to present their position and participate in the debate with Members. At the end 
of the 6th parliamentary term in 2008 a manifesto was published by the HRDN in which 
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recommendations are formulated for the 7th parliamentary term.

9. The Human Rights Unit

This horizontal unit within the European Parliament's Directorate-General for External Relations 
is currently headed by Geoffrey Harris and comprises six administrators, an assistant, four 
secretaries and, occasionally, several internal and external trainees. The role of the unit is to 
provide input to all activities of the Subcommittee on Human Rights and support for the various 
other EP bodies, units and actors - such as the President's cabinet, the interparliamentary 
delegations and other parliamentary committees - in the field of human rights and to ensure the 
coordination of their activities in this area (issues relating to human rights and the promotion of 
democratic values, good governance and protection of minorities outside the European Union).

The unit also provides support for the EMPA, EuroMed, EuroLat and ACP-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Assemblies, liaises with the relevant services of the Council (including the 
Presidency) and the Commission (e.g. DG Relex, AidCo, DEV), and promotes cooperation and 
exchanges of information with European, international and regional bodies active in the field of 
human rights, particularly those of the Council of Europe, the United Nations, the OSCE and the 
African Union. It also maintains contact and exchanges information with NGOs, human rights 
defenders and embassies.

The Unit organises the meetings and hearings of the Subcommittee, prepares and accompanies its 
delegations to third countries and manages the correspondence of the President and the Chair on
human rights related issues.
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Annex I - List of Members of the Subcommittee on Human Rights, 2004-2009
# Name Title Nationality Political Group
1 FLAUTRE, Hélène Chair FR Verts/ALE
2 HOWITT, Richard Vice-Chair GB PSE
3 GAUBERT, Patrick Vice-Chair FR PPE-DE
4 Baroness LUDFORD, Sarah Vice-Chair GB ALDE
5 PINIOR, Józef Vice-Chair PL PSE
6 AGNOLETTO, Vittorio Member IT GUE/NGL
7 ANDRIKIENĖ, Laima Liucija Member LT PPE-DE
8 BELOHORSKÁ, Irena Member SK NI
9 CAPPATO, Marco Member IT ALDE
10 DE KEYSER, Véronique Member BE PSE
11 DIMITRAKOPOULOS, Giorgos Member GR PPE-DE
12 DUKA-ZÓLYOMI, Árpád Member SK PPE-DE
13 ESTEVES, Maria da Assunção Member PT PPE-DE
14 FRAILE CANTÓN, Juan Member ES PSE
15 GAHLER, Michael Member DE PPE-DE
16 GÁL, Kinga Member HU PPE-DE
17 HORÁČEK, Milan Member DE Verts/ALE
18 JOUYE DE GRANDMAISON, Madelein Member FR GUE/NGL
19 KARIM, Sajjad Member GB PPE-DE
20 McMILLAN-SCOTT, Edward Member GB PPE-DE
21 MORGANTINI, Luisa Member IT GUE/NGL
22 NAPOLETANO, Pasqualina Member IT PSE
23 Baroness NICHOLSON OF WINTERBOURNE Member GB PPE-DE
24 OBIOLS i GERMÀ, Raimon Member ES PSE
25 PETERLE, Alojz Member SK PPE-DE
26 PIETIKÄINEN, Sirpa Member FL PPE-DE
27 RIBEIRO E CASTRO, José Member PT PPE-DE
28 RIES, Frédérique Member BE PPE-DE
29 ROMEVA i RUEDA, Raül Member ES Verts/ALE
30 SAKS, Katrin Member ET PSE
31 SPERONI, Francesco Enrico Member IT UEN
32 TABAJDI, Csaba Sándor Member HU PSE
33 VAIDERE, Inese Member LV UEN
34 VENTRE, Riccardo Member IT PPE-DE
35 WOJCIECHOWSKI, Bernard Member PL ID
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1 ANGELILLI, Roberta Substitute IT UEN
2 ASSIS, Francisco Substitute PT PSE
3 ATTARD-MONTALTO, John Substitute MT PSE
4 BERMAN, Thijs Substitute NL PSE
5 BURKE, Colm Substitute IRL PPE-DE
6 BUSHILL-MATTHEWS, Philip Substitute GB PPE-DE
7 CALIA, Maddalena Substitute IT PPE-DE
8 CASHMAN, Michael Substitute GB PSE
9 CASINI, Carlo Substitute IT PPE-DE
10 CORNILLET, Thierry Substitute FR ALDE
11 EVANS, Robert Substitute GB PSE
12 FAVA, Claudio Substitute IT PSE
13 FOLTYN-KUBICKA, Hanna Substitute PL UEN
14 GAWRONSKI, Jas Substitute IT PPE-DE
15 GIERTYCH, Maciej Marian Substitute PL PSE
16 GRABOWSKA, Genowefa Substitute PL PSE
17 HĂMBĂŞAN, Ioan Lucian Substitute RO PPE-DE
18 HUTCHINSON, Alain Substitute BE PSE
19 JONCKHEER, Pierre Substitute BE Greens/ALE
20 KOPPA, Maria Eleni Substitute EL PSE
21 LAMBERT, Jean Substitute GB Greens/ALE
22 de LANGE, Esther Substitute NL PPE-DE
23 LYNNE, Elizabeth Substitute GB PPE-DE
24 MATHIEU, Véronique Substitute FR PPE-DE
25 MATSAKIS, Marios Substitute CR PPE-DE
26 MEIJER, Erik Substitute NL GUE/NGL
27 PAPADIMOULIS, Dimitrios Substitute GR GUE/NGL
28 POSSELT, Bernd Substitute DE PPE-DE
29 SINNOTT, Kathy Substitute IRL ID
30 SONIK, Bogusław Substitute PL PPE-DE
31 TAKKULA, Hannu Substitute FL PPE-DE
32 TANNOCK, Charles Substitute GB PPE-DE
33 UCA, Feleknas Substitute DE GUE/NGL
34 VAN HECKE, Johan Substitute BE ALDE
35 ŽDANOKA, Tatjana Substitute LV Greens/ALE
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Annex II - List of oral questions to the European Commission
# Questions Tabled by Date

1. Abrogation de la peine de mort au Japon Maria Elena Valenciano 22.9.2004
2. Allocation du Budget de la CE pour les projets 

régionaux 
Véronique De Keyser 22.9.2004

3. Élections présidentielles et législatives le 24 octobre 
en Tunisie

Hélène Flautre 22.9.2004

4. Kinderhandel - EU financieren en Indien Max van den Berg 22.9.2004
5. Commission et Conseil sur des mines anti-personnel 

- Traité d'Ottawa 
Raul Romeva et 
Elena Valenciano 

23.11.2009

6. Les mines anti-personnelles en Colombie Elena Valenciano 23.11.2004
7. Trafficking of human organs in areas of great 

poverty
José Ribeiro e Castro 23.11.2004

8. Ensure Turkey's respect of the Copenhagen criteria Dimitrios Papadimoulis 23.11.2004
9. Member-States' invitations to Cuban democrats José Ribeiro e Castro 31.1.2005
10. Radio Ecclesia - freedom of press in Angola José Ribeiro e Castro 31.1.2005
11. Free and fair elections for the Kurds in Iraq Jean Lambert 31.1.2005
12. Trade cooperation agreement with Iran despite 

human rights deterioration 
Johan Van Hecke 31.1.2005

13. Violence et assassinat contre les femmes en 
l'Amérique Latine 

María Elena Valenciano et 
Raül Romeva i Rueda

31.1.2005

14. Columbian government's commitment to protect 
leaders of civil society

Richard Howitt 31.1.2005

15. Radio Ecclesia - freedom of press in Angola José Ribeiro e Castro 17.3.2005
16. Violence et assassinat contre les femmes en 

l'Amérique Latine 
María Elena Valenciano et 
Raül Romeva i Rueda

17.3.2005

17. How to ensure safety of human rights defenders in 
Columbia

Johan Van Hecke 17.3.2005

18. Equal treatment of citizens in Turkey in the pre-
accession negotiations

Dimitrios Papadimoulis 17.3.2005

19. Arbitrary arrests of participants in alter-
globalization event in Mexico 

Raül Romeva i Rueda 17.3.2005

20. La peine de morts aux mineurs en Iran María Elena Valenciano 17.3.2005
21. Anti-terrorism measures target Muslim stereotypes 

without concrete facts
Sajjad Karim 17.3.2005

22. Mari people suffered severe discrimination in 
Russia

Csaba Sándor Tabajdi 17.3.2005

23. Swedish citizen imprisoned without trial in Eritrea Cecilia Malmström 17.3.2005
24. Russia - Unfair trial of Mikhail Khodorkovskii and 

others of Yukos
Milan Horáček 16.6.2005

25. Torture and humiliation towards Muslim detainees 
in the United States

Sajjad Karim 16.6.2005

26. Include Kashmiri in the India-Pakistan peace 
dialogue in Kashmir

Elizabeth Lynne 16.6.2005

27. Equal treatment of citizens in Turkey in the pre-
accession negotiations

Dimitrios Papadimoulis 16.6.2005
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# Questions Tabled by Date

28. Répression du gouvernement marocain contre 
population du Sahara 

Raül Romeva i Rueda 16.6.2005

29. Détention des coordinateurs de Médecins sans 
Frontières au Soudan sous prétexte d'espionage

María Elena Valenciano 16.6.2005

30. Eritrea - disrespect of religious freedom for 
Christians

Albert Jan Maat 3.10.2005

31. Paramilitaries in Colombia exclude voice of human 
rights defenders

Raül Romeva i Rueda 3.10.2005

32. Turquie - Activiste homosexuel condamné à 4 ans 
de prison ferme

Vittorio Agnoletto 3.10.2005

33. How to ensure EU's foreign aid in promoting human 
rights despite corruption in receiving countries

Alojz Peterle 3.10.2005

34. Enforcement of human rights clauses in trade 
agreements with China.

Simon Coveney 3.10.2005

35. Bulgaria - family reintegration of children living in 
'institutions'

Michael Cashman 21.11.2005

36. Despite zero-tolerance policy, cases of torture still 
common in Turkey

Karim Sajjad 21.11.2005

37. LTTE's abuses on human rights undermines Cease 
Fire Agreement with the government of Sri Lanka

Elisabeth Lynne 21.11.2005

38. Referral of Burma to the UN Security Council Simon Coveney 21.11.2005

39. Iraqi and Afghan prisoners in alleged Secret 
detention camps in Romania, Bulgaria, Kosovo, 
Macedonia and Ukraine.

Sajjad Karim 24.1.2006

40. Eritrea - disrespect of religious freedom for 
Christians

Albert Jan Maat 24.1.2006

41. Deteriorating situation of trade unionists and human 
rights defenders in Cambodia

Elena Valenciano 24.1.2006

42. Ensure EU aid to Darfur does not fall into wrong 
hands or the militia

Simon Coveney 24.1.2006

43. Improvements of HRs situation in Colombia 
regarding the Justice & Peace Law?

Laima Andrikiene 20.2.2006

44. EU support of the African Union in view of 
increasing violence in Sudan

Simon Coveney 20.2.2006

45. Medical aid to Kurdish region of Iraq for population 
affected by chemical weapons

Simon Coveney 23.3.2006

46. UN Convention on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities needs to be implemented across all 
international initiatives.

Elizabeth Lynne 23.3.2006

47. 9000 enfants abandonnés chaque année en 
Roumanie, qui pourtant interdit les adoptions 
internationales

Elena Valenciano 23.3.2006

48. Cambodia: Land grabbing to industrial groups
deprive farmers of income.

Johann Van Hecke 23.3.2006

49. Media repression in Belarus before presidential 
elections.

Laima Andrikiene 23.3.2006
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50. Sudanese NGO for women - assets frozen by the 
government

Elena Valenciano 4.5.2006

51. What involvement of EU troops in UN Peace-
keeping Mission in Darfur

Simon Coveney 4.5.2006

52. Has EU support to Angola been based on its Human 
Rights situation?

Maria da Assunção Esteves 4.5.2006

53. Non-respect of human rights towards West Sahrawis 
and the dialogue between West Sahara and 
Morocco?

Cecilia Malmström 19.6.2006

54. Increasing discrimination toward minority religious 
groups in Iraq

Liz Lynne 19.6.2006

55. Menschenrechtsverletzungen der Gefangenen in 
Rußland, insb. Platon Lebedew und Michael 
Chodorkowski

Milan Horáček 19.6.2006

56. Advokat für demokratische Reformen und 
Mehrparteiensystem in Syrien verhaftet

Feleknas Uca 19.6.2006

57. EU pressure to release Burmese democracy activist 
Aung San Suu Kyi and other imprisoned political 
activists.

Simon Coveney 19.6.2006

58. International efforts towards abuses against girls in 
East Africa 

Elena Valenciano 19.6.2006

59. Alleged organ harvesting from Falun Gong 
practitioners in China

Simon Coveney 11.9.2006

60. EU as a facilitator between two sides in 
Constitutional reforms in the Maldives

Liz Lynne 11.9.2006

61. Assessment of 22nd round EU-China dialogue on 
human rights

Laima Andrikiene 21.9.2006

62. Verhandlungen des EU-Rußland 
Partnerschaftsvertrags wegen
Menschenrechtsverletzungen und Freiheitsrechte in 
Rußland 

Milan Horacek 21.9.2006

63. Concrete plans through the EU-Russia Partnership 
to influence human rights, rule of law and freedom 
of speech there 

Inese Vaidere 21.9.2006

64. Ensuring that prisoners in the US receive fair trial 
despite Military Commission Act 

Liz Lynne 21.9.2006

65. Protestation pacifique au Méxique (Oaxaca) 
violemment réprimée.

Raül Romeva i Rueda 21.9.2006

66. Femmes condamnées à mourir par lapidation dans la 
République Islamique d'Iran.

ElenaValenciano 21.9.2006

67. Militiaman allied to the Sudanese government 
attacked Refugee camp in Darfur. Extension of AU 
Mission and what positive role of third countries in 
the region?

Simon Coveney 21.9.2006

68. The upcoming European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights -
 Will its lightweight structure impede on its 

efficiency

Johann van Hecke 21.9.2006
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# Questions Tabled by Date

 Any overlap with other European institutes e.g. 
EUMC...

69. Belarus - Further aid in internet media to support 
opposition against Lukashenka

Hanna Foltyn - Kubicka 22.1.2007

70. Comments on the recent murder of 17 NGO workers 
in Sri Lanka

Richard Howitt 22.1.2007

71. Civilians displacement in the full armed 
confrontation in Somalia

Elena Valenciano 22.1.2007

72. The Colombian Government's new strategy 
regarding its peace process 

Simon Coveney 22.1.2007

73. Turkey's Violation of Human Rights in Cyprus. Marios Matsakis 28.2.2007
74. EU Common Position on Burma regarding ethnic 

nationalities
Simon Coveney 28.2.2007

75. Mechanism for regular tracking of member states' 
signature of international instruments on human 
rights matters

Baroness Sarah Ludford 28.2.2007

76. Human Rights Watch Report 2007 complains about 
EU's structural problem, its lack of leadership and 
political will to protect human rights.

Marco Cappato 28.2.2007

77. Israel's Armed Forces control and limit, internal 
movement within and between the occupied 
territories, measures which contravene the EU 
guidelines on promoting compliance with 
International Humanitarian Law.

Luisa Morgantini 28.2.2007

78. Utilisation des bombes à fragmentation par Israel au 
Liban

Elena Valenciano 19.3.2007

79. EU-Libyan cooperation on immigration concerning 
the detention and expulsion of 'illegal' immigrants to 
Europe, by Libyan security forces.

Marco Cappato 19.3.2007

80. How the EC ensure human rights and border 
stability through ENP instruments

Roberta Alma Anastase 19.3.2007

81. Promotion of the Darfur Resolution at the Council 
Level and also to the UN.

Simon Coveney 19.3.2007

82. Religious Freedom in Vietnam Baroness Sarah Ludford 19.3.2007
83. How the EC ensure human rights and border 

stability through ENP instruments
Roberta Alma Anastase 2.5.2007

84. Detention and chronic intoxication of Abdullah 
Ocalan in Turkey 

Luisa Morgantini and Vittorio 
Agnoletto

2.5.2007

85. Follow-up actions on fair trial and due legal process 
of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal.

Marco Cappato 2.5.2007

86. DRC - supporters of ex-presidential candidate being 
intimidated. 

Johan Van Hecke 2.5.2007

87. Passage of a new anti-terror law in Egypt that 
permit police to search individuals without a 
warrant.

Baroness Sarah Ludford 2.5.2007
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88. Le gouvernement de Côte d'Ivoire et l'opposition ont 
conclu des Accords de paix, et prévoient un 
prochain scrutin présidentiel.

Patrick Gaubert 28.6.2007

89. EU's overall strategy against torture and degrading 
treatment - Regular and effective benchmarking of 
best practice both internally and externally?

Baroness Sarah Ludford 28.6.2007

90. Young women of Muslim Uyghur minority in NW 
China became forced slave migrant labour in coastal 
province.

Marco Cappato 10.9.2007

91. Any address in the EU-Israel dialogue on human 
rights regarding Israel's arbitrary exercise over 
movement into the occupied Palestinian territories, 
hampering families, education and business...

Luisa Morgantini 10.9.2007

92. Swiss Federal Court condemns Kremlin's 
persecution of Khodorkovsky

Laima Andrikiene 1.10.2007

93. Erklärung ob die EU die Demokratie und 
Menschenrechte in Iran nicht den Verhandlungen 
über das Nuklearprogramm untergeordnet wird.

Michael Gahler 1.10.2007

94. concrete measures against death penalty in the event 
of the Olympic Games in China

Johan Van Hecke 1.10.2007

95. How can the EU help protect the Venezuelan 
people's human rights?

Marios Matsakis 5.11.2007

96. Role of Swiss multi-national company Syngenta in 
the militia attack on peasant farmers during their 
peaceful occupation of Syn.'s GMO maize and soy 
test site.

Richard Howitt 10.1.2008

97. Conformity with European & international HR laws 
the Practice of relying on diplomatic assurances or 
MOUs when expelling terrorist suspects to countries 
with records of torture.

Baroness Sarah Ludford 27.2.2008

98. Any plan to document mass violation of HR and 
international criminal law in Kenya after 2007 
elections based on previous ECHO experience?

Marco Cappato 27.2.2008

99. EU's initiatives to defend LGBTs from torture, 
persecution and death?

Frédérique Ries 27.2.2008

100. EU's plan on a 'constructive political dialogue' with 
Cuba for a peaceful transition to a pluralistic 
democracy.

Laima Liucija Andrikienė 27.2.2008

101. Large scale of rape by Congolese soldiers in DRC 
after the Goma peace agreement.

Johan Van Hecke 14.4.2008

102. Increased efforts to invite Cuban Sakharov Prize 
winners to Europe to prevent isolation and 
harassment - Oswaldo Payá (2002) and Damas de 
Blanco (2005)

José Ribeiro e Castro 26.5.2008

103. Emergency visas for human rights defenders 
through a specific and accelerated visa procedure

Laima Liucija Andrikiene 26.5.2008

104. Child abuse (trading sex for food and money) in 
peacekeeping missions by aid workers and 

Hanna Foltyn-Kubicka 25.6.2008
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# Questions Tabled by Date

peacekeeping: Haiti, Liberia, Ivory Coast, DRC.

105. Ensure financial and humanitarian aid for Somalia 
reaches its destination and on time? HR laws & how 
to stem recruitment of child soldiers?

Colm Burke 25.6.2008

106. Human rights in Philippines permanently abused: 
unjustified detentions, tortures, abductions, sexual 
abuses, extrajudicial killings and arbitrary 
executions. Situation of human right defenders 
unknown.

Bogusław Sonik 16.7.2008

107. Immediate moratorium on executions in Iraq Marco Cappato 16.7.2008
108. Death sentence through forced confession or 

without a proper trial in Nigeria.
Johan Van Hecke 3.11.2008
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Annex III - List of reports by the Subcommittee on Human Rights
# Title Reference Rapporteur Date

1. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in 
the World 2008 and the European Union's policy 
on the matter 

A6-0264/2009
(2008/2336 INI))

Raimon Obiols I 
Germà
(PSE)

6.5.2009

2. Report on the development of the UN Human 
Rights Council, including the role of the EU 

A6- 0498/2008
(2008/2201 (INI)),

Laima Liucija 
Andrikienė 
(PPE-DE)

14.01.2009

3. Report on the evaluation of EU sanctions as part of 
the EU's actions and policies in the area of human 
rights

A6-0309/2008
(2008/2031 (INI))

Hélène Flautre
(VERTS/ALE)

15.7.2008

4. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in 
the World 2007 and the EU's policy on the matter

A6-0153/2008
(2007/2274 (INI))

Marco Cappato
(ALDE)

14.4.2008

5. Report on the functioning of the Human Rights 
Dialogues and consultations on human rights with 
third countries

A6-0302/2007
(2007/2001 (INI))

Elena 
Valenciano 
Martínez-
Orozco
(PSE)

30.7.2007

6. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in 
the World 2006 and the EU's policy on the matter 

A6-0128/2007 
(2007/2020 (INI))

Simon Coveney
(PPE-DE)

10.4.2007

7. Report on the proposal for a regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on 
establishing a financing instrument for the 
promotion of democracy and human rights
worldwide (European Instrument for Democracy 
and Human Rights)

A6-0376/2006
(COM(2006)0354 
- C6-0206/2006 -
2006/0116(COD))

Hélène Flautre 
(VERTS/ALE) 
and Edward 
McMillan-Scott 
(PPE-DE)

24.10.2006

8. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in 
the World 2005 and the European Union's policy 
on the matter 

A6-0158/2006 
(2005/2203 (INI))

Richard Howitt
(PSE)

6.5.2006

9. Report on the Human Rights and Democracy 
Clause in European Union agreements 

A6-0004/2006 
(2005/2057 (INI))

Vittorio 
Agnoletto
(GUE/NGL)

23.1.2006

10. Report on the Annual report on human rights in the 
world in 2004 and the European Union's policy on 
this matter

A6-0086/2005
(2004/2151 (INI))

Simon Coveney
(PPE-DE)

5.4.2005

11. Report on the proposal for a Council regulation 
amending Regulation (EC) No 976/1999 laying 
down the requirements for the implementation of 
Community operations, which, within the 
framework of Community cooperation policy, 
contribute to the general objective of developing 
and consolidating democracy and the rule of law 
and to that of respecting human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in third countries

A6-0041/2004
(COM(2003)0639 
- 6018/2004 -
C6-0078/2004 -
2004/0807(CNS))

Edward 
McMillan-Scott
(PPE-DE)

25.11.2004
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1. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2008 and the European 
Union's policy on the matter (2008/2336 (INI)); rapporteur: Raimon Obiols I Germa (PSE, ES); 
adopted on 7/5/2009 in plenary

The report considers that better information should be provided for the assessment of previous 
policies and that guidelines should be proposed to modify the general approach as well as to adjust 
the policy priorities on a country-by-country basis, with a view to the adoption of a Country 
Strategy on human rights or a human rights chapter in the Country Strategy Papers; calls on the 
Council and the Commission to develop specific quantifiable indices and benchmarks in order to 
measure the effectiveness of its human rights policies; calls on the EU Member States to ratify the 
1990 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of their Families, which none of the Member States has ratified, and calls for prompt 
ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by the 
European Community and its Member States; calls on the EU Presidencies to mention the status of 
the ICC cooperation in all summits with third countries; welcomes the new priority status to 
women's issues in the context of the EU's action in the field of human rights, stressing, in 
particular, the need to tackle the tragic phenomena of violence against women and femicide; 
welcomes the ratifications of the Rome Statute by Madagascar, Cook Islands and Suriname; 
demands the Czech Republic, (the only remaining European Union Member State) to ratify the 
Rome Statute without further delay; urges Romania to rescind its Bilateral Immunity Agreement 
with the United States.

The report welcomes the Joint Declaration against the death penalty, signed by the Presidents of 
the European Parliament, of the Council and of the Commission, on behalf of the EU, and by the 
President of the Parliamentary Assembly, the Chairman of the Committee of Ministers and the 
Secretary General of the Council of Europe; calls on the Presidency to encourage Italy, Latvia, 
Poland and Spain, which have signed but not yet ratified Protocol No 13 to the ECHR concerning 
the abolition of the death penalty in all circumstances, and welcomes the abolition of the death 
penalty in Rwanda and Uzbekistan; calls on the Council and the Commission to enhance the 
cooperation with the Council of Europe for the purposes of creating a Europe-wide zone free from 
torture and other forms of ill-treatment, as a clear signal that European countries are firmly 
committed to eradicating these practices also within their borders; welcomes the adoption of the 
European Council conclusions on the rights of the child; calls on those Member States (Czech 
Republic, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta or the United Kingdom) to 
ratify without delay the optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child; Expresses 
its concern at the human rights situations in Nicaragua (the attacks against and harassment of a 
number of human rights organisations), in Iran (suppression of the independent human rights 
defenders and members of civil society; the arbitrary arrest, torture and imprisonment of human 
rights defenders for their work), in China (postponement of the ninth China-EU summit on the 
grounds of the Dalai Lama's visit to Europe) and in Belarus; calls on their governments to stop the 
violation of the human rights.

Expresses its concerns at the human rights situation in Russia (deteriorating situation of human 
rights defenders and the difficulties faced by NGOs with regard to their registration and in 
carrying out their activities); regrets that the European Union has not succeeded in bringing about 
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any change of policy in Russia; urges the Council and the Commission to set up human rights 
subcommittees with all neighbourhood countries; welcomes the Council's proposals for launching 
human rights dialogues with a number of Latin American countries and stresses the desirability of 
including the countries of Central America; Stresses the importance of economic, social and 
cultural rights, and calls on the EU to support the achievements of the Millennium Development 
Goals;

2. Report on the development of the UN Human Rights Council, including the role of the EU
(2008/2201 (INI)); rapporteur Laima Liucija Andrikienė (PPE-DE); adopted on 02/12/2008 in
AFET, on 14/01/2009 in plenary
Welcomes the work carried out by the UN Human Rights Council in its first two years of 
existence but regrets that it has not yet achieved more in improving the UN's human rights record; 
calls on the EU to play a more prominent role in promoting a clear vision, political agenda and 
long-term strategy for the UN body, regretting, despite some achievements such as the EU's call 
for special sessions on Darfur, Myanmar and the East of the Democratic Republic of Congo, the 
rather defensive attitude adopted by the EU in the UNHRC, in particular its reluctance to put 
forward resolutions on country situations; urges EU countries to make better use of their potential 
influence as the leader of a group of democratic countries with solid human rights records.

Comments on impact of AFET work in the 6th parliamentary term

On the basis of the work of AFET and, in particular, its Subcommittee on Human Rights, 
Parliament has been following developments in and at the level of the UNHRC since its setting-up, 
through resolutions on EP priorities for specific sessions and regular delegations to observe the 
UNHRC's work. After almost 3 years of functioning of the UNHRC during which the institutional 
reform was fine-tuned, the report was a means of assessing the achievements of the Council as 
well as ways in which the EU could improve its influence in the HRC and, by doing so, give a new 
impetus to the Council. Given the review procedure of the Council five years after its creation, i.e. 
in 2011, this report was a useful benchmarking exercise, to be repeated possibly just before the 
review.

3. Report on the evaluation of EU sanctions as part of the EU's actions and policies in the 
area of human rights (2008/2032 (INI)); rapporteur Hélène Flautre (VERTS/ALE); adopted on 
15/07/2008 in AFET, on 04/09/2008 in plenary

Calls on the European Union to improve the way it uses sanctions as a foreign policy instrument, 
highlighting the need for greater coherence in the use of sanctions, including better analysis and 
impact assessments, to make EU sanctions more effective such as in-depth analysis of each 
specific situation prior to the adoption of sanctions and clear and specific benchmarks as 
conditions for the lifting of sanctions; recommends the creation by the Commission of a 'network 
of independent experts' to advise on sanctions; urges to include in the reasons for imposing 
sanctions the voluntary and irreversible degradation of the environment; accent on necessity to
make sanctions part of a coherent human rights strategy; targeted sanctions preferred so as to spare 
populations and urge that they be systematically accompanied by positive measures to support 
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civil society, human rights defenders; calls to review the existing procedure for blacklisting and 
delisting, in order to respect blacklisted individuals' and entities' procedural and substantive human 
rights.

Comments on impact of AFET work in the 6th parliamentary term
Alongside the reports on Human Rights Clauses and Dialogues, this report constitutes a 
fundamental element of the 'trilogy' assessing the main human rights instruments of EU foreign 
policy and a basis for future scrutiny by the EP of developments in this respect.
Following a short-term follow-up to the report by the Subcommittee on Human Rights, the 
Commission forwarded to members the relevant information regarding recent sanctions imposed 
or prolonged, and assured DROI it would continue to do so in the future. While stating that the 
usefulness of a network of independent experts would require further examination, the 
Commission announced, as regards sanctions legislation (blacklisting and de-listing), that it 
would make proposals or take action as necessary to bring the listing procedures in line with 
relevant case-law.

4. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2007 and the European 
Union's policy on the matter (2007/2274 (INI)); rapporteur: Marco Cappato (ALDE, IT);
adopted on 14/04/2008 in AFET, on 08/05/2007 in plenary

The report deplores the fact that that the EU is still far from conducting a coherent and hard-hitting 
policy to uphold and promote human rights around the world; calls on the member states to 
strengthen the EU's common foreign and security policy (CFSP), which is often hampered by the 
predominance of Member States' national interests, with the aim of ensuring that the promotion of 
human rights is regarded as a priority; calls on the Council and the Commission to make greater 
efforts to improve the ability of the EU to respond rapidly to breaches of human rights by third 
countries, not least by mainstreaming human rights policy into all external EU policies vis-à-vis 
such countries and systematically addressing human rights issues within the framework of the 
political dialogue at all levels; reaffirms that human rights are universal and indivisible, effective 
respect for which is an essential means of guaranteeing the enforcement of international law and 
order, and the promotion of peace, freedom, justice and democracy; calls on the EU to support 
judicial institutions at all levels, and in particular to provide support for international courts; 
proposes that a European Conference on Non-Violence be convened in 2009 and that 2010 be 
designated 'European Year of Non-Violence'; calls on the Member States to endeavour, under the 
auspices of the United Nations, to ensure that the 'Decade of Non-Violence 2010-2020' is 
proclaimed; calls on the Council and the Commission to identify the 'countries of particular 
concern' where it is particularly difficult to promote human rights and, to that end, to develop 
criteria by which to measure countries by reference to their human rights score.

Notes that the UNHRC has the potential to develop into a valuable framework for the European 
Union's multilateral human rights efforts; trusts that the implementation of the Universal Periodic 
Review mechanism will achieve the first concrete results and improvements; calls on the Council 
and the Commission closely to monitor this process; welcomes Resolution (62/149) adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly (18 December 2007), calling for a global moratorium on the 
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use of the death penalty, and also welcomes the abolition of the death penalty in Albania, 
Kyrgyzstan, Rwanda, in the State of New Jersey (USA) and Uzbekistan in 2007 and the beginning 
of 2008; expresses disquiet at the possibility that the death penalty might again start to be enforced 
in Guatemala, and are concerned about China as the latter still carries out the greatest number of 
executions worldwide; condemns the practising of the death penalty in Belarus, and also 
condemns the Iranian regime's increasing use of capital punishment.

The report calls on the Council and the Commission to enhance the cooperation with the Council 
of Europe for the purposes of creating a Europe-wide zone free from torture and other forms of ill-
treatment (as a clear signal that European countries are firmly committed to eradicating these 
practices also within their borders).

Requests the regular presence of the Presidency or the Council Secretariat in the relevant United 
Nations Committees as well as further cooperation with the Council of Europe and its Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture in order to achieve useful material input into decision-making 
concerning demarches towards certain countries; calls on the Council and the Commission to 
engage in a more transparent implementation of the European Union Guidelines on Human Rights 
Defenders; points out the lack of EU demarches on behalf of human rights defenders in certain 
countries (in China, Tunisia, Ethiopia, Iran and Russia), appears to reflect a lack of consensus 
among EU Member States, with individual Member States prioritising different foreign policy 
interests and thus making collective action impossible; regrets the lack of results from the 
European Union-Russia consultations on human rights and regrets that the European Union has 
not succeeded in bringing about policy change in Russia, particularly in Chechnya and other 
Caucasian Republics; protests against the deplorable situation regarding human rights in the 
Maghreb countries (in Syria and in Uzbekistan), in Burma, Sudan and Pakistan.

Calls on the Council, the Commission and Member States to use the human rights clause to make 
combating all forms of female genital mutilation a priority issue in relations with non-Member 
States (particularly those States that have preferential relations with the EU within the framework 
of the Cotonou Agreement; urges the Commission, within its EU foreign trade, investment and 
development policies, to ensure that the economic activities of EU private companies in third 
countries abide by international human rights standards (as regards the exploitation of natural 
resources and the international obligation to obtain the prior and informed consent of local 
communities and indigenous people affected).

5. Report on the functioning of the Human Rights Dialogues and consultations on Human 
Rights with Third countries (INI/2007/2001); rapporteur Elena Valenciano Martínez-Orozco 
(PSE); adopted on 30/07/2007 in AFET, on 06/09/2007 in plenary

Stresses that the universality, individuality and indivisibility of human rights, meaning not only 
civil and political rights but also social, environmental, economic and cultural rights, must be 
upheld and promoted; highlights that human rights issues should be placed at the highest political 
level in order to give more political weight to human rights concerns. Expresses that the promotion 
and defence of human rights in third countries not be conditioned by geopolitical or geo-
strategic alliances; stresses that, within the framework of political, economic and trade-related 
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dialogues, respect for human rights should be fundamental to strategic and privileged relations 
with the EU.

Notes that there is a wide variety of dialogues and consultations, each based on different 
structures, formats, frequencies, and methodologies, but that neither the Council nor the 
Commission has devised a method for organising and systematising these dialogues and 
consultations, making the results impossible to view from an overall perspective. In order to 
increase coherence, stresses to find ways of improving coordination among the different EU 
institutions by establishing an interinstitutional trialogue on the political dialogue and the human 
rights dialogues and consultations; recommends increasing coherence with other states and 
international organisations.

Makes a series of recommendations to the Council and to the Commission: to include in each 
Country Strategy Papers and other Strategy documents a specific strategy on human rights and the 
situation pertaining to democracy and to use it as a framework for political dialogue; to ensure 
that, within the staff serving at any given time in each EU delegation in a third country, an EU 
official is in charge of the human rights dialogue and consultations; to ensure coherence between 
Election Observation Missions (especially as regards the post-electoral strategy) and the process of 
human rights dialogues and consultations. Calls on the Commission to put in place, together with 
the European Parliament and third countries concerned, a post-electoral protocol mechanism to 
monitor and support the democratisation process, which includes the involvement of civil society 
at all stages, in the implementation of post-electoral recommendations; to apply and use the results 
of human rights dialogues and consultations in drawing up yearly strategies providing a basis for 
implementation of projects under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 
(EIDHR) and systematically to link those two tools.

Suggests measures with the aim of increasing the transparency of, and publicity given to, human 
rights dialogues and consultations. Calls on the Council to ensure that, before the EU sets the 
specific goals to be attained by entering into a dialogue or consultation with the country in 
question, consultations are first held with all interested parties, especially with Parliament and 
NGOs. In addition, calls on the Council to set clear criteria for the initiation, suspension or 
termination of a dialogue or consultation and to establish effective follow-up mechanisms to deal 
with the points raised and in the final recommendations.

Suggests a series of measures for enhancing the role of the European Parliament and moved on 
to discuss the functioning of the various forms of human rights dialogues and consultations with 
third countries, including the structured dialogues with China and Iran, the consultation with 
Russia, dialogues based on the Cotonou Agreement, dialogues with Central Asia dialogues based 
on a partnership and cooperation agreement under the Neighbourhood Policy, with Latin America, 
dialogues based on trade and cooperation agreements, and, ad hoc dialogues.

Comments on impact of AFET work in the 6th parliamentary term
Alongside the reports on Human Rights Clauses and Sanctions, this report constitutes a 
fundamental element of the 'trilogy' assessing the main human rights instruments of EU foreign 
policy and a basis for future scrutiny by the EP of developments in this respect.
Following several interinstitutional discussions on the follow-up to the report, the Commission 
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and Council ensured that interested Members received regular briefings and debriefings on the 
most important human rights dialogues and consultations in an informal confidential manner, 
enabling Parliament to have increased influence and oversight over the dialogues. In 2007-2008 a 
total of five such meetings took place, in relation to China, Uzbekistan, the African Union, Israel 
and Egypt.

6. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2006 and the EU's policy on 
the matter (2007/2020 (INI)); rapporteur: Simon Coveney (PPE-DE, IE); adopted on 10/04/2007 
in AFET, on 26/04/2007 in plenary

The report focuses on assessment of the five sets of EU Human Rights Guidelines on the death 
penalty, children in armed conflict, human rights dialogues, torture and human rights defenders; 
Focuses on the EU's role in the new UN body dealing with human rights: the UN Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC); notes the high degree of politicisation of UNHRC special sessions, and 
cautions that the UNHRC 'must not become a political forum for conflict between different 
geographical and ideological blocks globally'. Highlights the weakness of the UNHRC resolution 
on Darfur and urges the UNHRC to adopt appropriate and strong measures to respond to the 
humanitarian catastrophe in Darfur; urges the EU to back 'an international peacekeeping force' and 
'the enforcement of the no-fly zone over Darfur'. Emphasises the need to improve and strengthen 
EU-China human rights dialogue, and urges the Council and Commission to raise the Tibet 
question in talks with the Beijing government.

Calls on the Council to express concern about the situation in all its contacts with the Iranian 
government and also calls on the Commission to use the European Initiative for Democracy and 
Human Rights (EIDHR) to promote contacts and cooperation with Iranian civil society. Reserves 
strong criticism for the Russian government, 'regretting' that the EU has had 'only limited success 
in bringing about policy change as a result of raising difficult issues', such as the situation in 
Chechnya, the treatment of human rights defenders (remains 'appalled' at the murder of Anna 
Politkowskaja' and is concerned about allegations of Russian involvement in the poisoning of 
Alexander Litvinenko and of the mistreatment of Mikhail Khodorkovsky while in detention), and 
freedom of expression. The Parliament urges the Commission and Council to raise such cases with 
the Russian authorities at the highest level and in the new PCA with Russia. Welcomes Chad as 
the most recent signatory to the Rome statute of the International Criminal Court; urges the Czech 
Republic, as the only remaining EU Member State not have ratified the Statute, to do so without 
delay, and discourages the United States from actively preventing other countries from ratifying 
this statute. Recognises attempts to set up a human rights dialogue with Uzbekistan (considers that 
such a dialogue should not automatically lead to the lifting of sanctions, if no progress is made in 
the area of human rights and democracy).

Calls on the Council and the Commission to urge the US government to 'charge or release'
Guantánamo detainees 'in accordance with international law'; shows its concern about the 'limited 
progress' on human rights issues in Turkey and encourages the Ankara government to change 
Article 301 of the Penal Code. Criticises the EU institutions' activity in the area of human rights 
(asks the Council to explain 'how it was possible for Belarus to be elected onto the Governing 
Body of the International Labour Organization (ILO) in June 2005'); notes 'with total stupefaction'
the provisional suspension by ECHO of humanitarian aid for Iraq (despite 'the disastrous situation 
afflicting the suffering Iraqi people and Iraqi refugees'); Recommends to the Council and 
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Commission to raise the situation of human rights defenders in all political dialogues; calls on the 
EU Presidencies to continue the approach of promoting the abolition of the death penalty;

7. Extension of the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights and the European 
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights Worldwide (CNS/2004/0807); rapporteur 
Edward McMillan-Scott (EPP); adopted on 26/11/2004 in AFET, on 16/12/2004 in plenary, and 
(COD/2006/0116); rapporteur Edward McMillan-Scott (EPP) and Hélène Flautre (VERTS/ALE);
adopted on 10/10/2006 in AFET, on 12/12/2006 in plenary

Awaiting the agreement on the reform of all external financial instruments, the report adopted in 
2004 was mainly an extension for a further two years (until 31.12.2006) of the period of validity of 
Council Regulation 976/1999/EC. The same was done for the parallel regulation (975/99/EC) on 
respect for human rights within the framework of development cooperation, as the EIDHR was 
split into two regulations for legal reasons.

The new EIDHR, (Regulation EC 1889/2006) is part of the new structure of the financial 
instruments. Initially, it was proposed to be a thematic programme under the Development 
Cooperation Instrument, but the European Parliament, for reasons of visibility and independence, 
pushed for a separate instrument. Overall, this Instrument will provide assistance in the area of 
cooperation aimed at:

 enhancing respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
promoting and consolidating democracy and democratic reform in third countries, 
providing support and solidarity to human rights defenders and victims of repression 
and abuse, and strengthening civil society active in the field of human rights and 
democracy promotion;

 supporting and strengthening the international and regional framework in this area;

 building confidence in and enhancing the reliability of electoral processes, in 
particular through election observation missions, and through support for local civil 
society organisations involved in these processes.

Through a call for proposals, published by Headquarters in Brussels and at local level by the EC 
delegations, almost 400 projects have so far been financed under the new instrument, mainly in 
cooperation with civil society. Some targeted projects, together with the Council of Europe, or 
contribution to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, are also financed 
under this instrument, as well as all the EU EOMs. 

Comments on impact of AFET work in the 6th parliamentary term
As for all the other external financial instruments, the supervisory role of the EP regarding the 
legal as well as the democratic scrutiny of this regulation was increased. A working group, 
consisting of 1 member from each political group (2 for PPE and PSE) was created, including the 
two rapporteurs. This working group has met regularly with the Commission services, mainly to 
discuss the Strategy Paper and further on the Annual Action Plans, as well as to have a regular 
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update on the implementation of the instrument. The adoption of the policy documents has been 
dealt with through exchanges of letters, where the comments and proposals of the European 
Parliament have been expressed. Exchanges of views on the EIDHR have also been organised in 
DROI. The EIDHR is of course also part of the budgetary procedure, included in the opinions 
elaborated by the AFET budgetary draftsman.

8. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2005 and the EU's policy on 
the matter (2005/2203(INI)); rapporteur: Richard Howitt (PSE, UK); adopted on 06/05/2006 in 
AFET, on 18/05/2006 in plenary

The report singles out areas where the Council's activity was deserving of praise (the UK 
Presidency's efforts to combat the death penalty and promote freedom of expression, and the 
Austrian Presidency's promise to 'continue the practice of demarches in respect of all of the EU's 
international partners regarding the ratification of international conventions banning the use of 
torture'); Congratulates the Council and the Commission for the substantial diplomatic success in 
achieving the referral by the UN Security Council of the case of Darfur in Sudan to the ICC; at the 
same time expresses concern at the deteriorating security situation in Darfur, and urges the 
international community to act immediately to stop the violence, while providing substantial 
support to the African Union as well as a sufficient level of humanitarian aid to the population 
affected.

Welcomes the inclusion of human rights issues in the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), and 
commends the 'increasing effectiveness of EU electoral observation activities.' Praises the Council 
for imposing sanctions on Uzbekistan, and reiterated their condemnation of the violent repression 
in Ethiopia and human rights abuses in Tunisia; 'continuing reports of a long list of human rights 
abuses' in China, the 'extrajudicial killings, disappearances and torture in custody in Chechnya,'
and 'Iran's poor human rights record'; welcomes for EU support for the new government in Iraq; 
asks Council and Commission to 'call upon the US government immediately to close the 
Guantanamo detention centre' and give the prisoners a fair trial; calls for a 'clear system of 
sanctions' to be applied to countries that violate the human rights clause in agreements with the 
Union;

Welcomes the first year of activities of the Subcommittee on Human Rights within the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, which had created a focal point for activities on human rights which was 
absent during the last parliamentary term. Calls on the Subcommittee to consider setting up small 
informal working groups to follow each set of Guidelines, so as to be better able to follow the 
Council's work in this regard and to submit proposals; Calls the Commission to designate at least 
one permanent post in each third-country delegation as having responsibility for monitoring the 
human rights situation in the country concerned, promoting international human rights standards 
and being in charge of relations with civil society, such as relations with human rights defenders.

9. Report on the Human Rights and Democracy Clause in European Union agreements 
(INI/2005/2057); rapporteur Vittorio Agnoletto (GUE/NGL); adopted on 23/11/2005 in AFET, on 
14/02/2006 in plenary
In this report the EP welcomed the European Community's general practice of incorporating 
human rights and democracy clauses – the so-called 'essential elements' and 'non-execution' 
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clauses – into its international agreements since 1992. The clause has now been introduced into 
more than 50 agreements and applies to more than 120 countries. However, many sectoral 
agreements, such as those on textiles, agriculture and fisheries, as well as agreements with 
developed countries, still lack the clause. Parliament stated that it was no longer prepared to give 
its assent to new international agreements that do not contain a human rights and democracy 
clause.
One of the factors that has compromised the application of the clause, was, according to the 
resolution, the generic nature of its wording: this does not spell out detailed procedures for 
'positive' and 'negative' interventions under EU/third country cooperation. Parliament advocated 
the drafting of a new 'model clause' to correct the current wording, and a clear mechanism based 
on Articles 9 and 96 of the Cotonou Agreement.
Parliament requested an increased role both in defining the negotiation mandate, the process 
leading up to the decision of the suspension of an agreement and in the monitoring, by being 
associated with the Association Councils and with the subcommittees on human rights. It also 
argued for an increased role for the civil society.

Comments on impact of AFET work in the 6th parliamentary term

The Subcommittee on Human Rights has tried to provide a continuous follow-up to the report. 
Several of the requests of the report have been taken up in the Annual Report on Human Rights 
and the inclusion of human rights clauses in sectoral agreements has been repeated in responses 
to legislative programmes. The role of the clauses has been emphasized in all agreements, and 
sometimes, the human rights aspects have played a crucial role for the conclusion or 
postponement of an agreement, such as in the case for Turkmenistan. The Council is currently 
looking into the possibility of using Articles 9 and 96 as a model for all clauses.

10. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2004 and the EU's policy 
on the matter (2004/2151(INI)); rapporteur: Simon Coveney (PPE-DE, IE); adopted on 
30/03/2005 in AFET, on 28/04/2005 in plenary

The report focuses on issues in different regions and countries (the EU's Eastern Neighbourhood; 
Russia as a neighbour; the EU's Southern and South-Eastern Neighbourhood; Asia; Africa and the 
Americas) highlighting human rights abuses, and progress; Addresses a number of wider themes, 
including human rights and the fight against terrorism, children's rights, the impact of conflict on 
women and children, abolishing the death penalty, trafficking in humans and human organs, the 
sex industry and child labour, the role of international business in human rights and impunity and 
the role of the international criminal court; calls for the European Union to provide balanced 
leadership between the responsibility for human rights and the fight against international 
terrorism; Urges strongly the Member States to use their influence to press countries to abolish the 
death penalty (in China, the USA, Saudi Arabia and others).

Welcomes the efforts to address the plight of victims of past human rights abuses in Morocco, 
particularly the establishment of the Equity and Reconciliation Committee; recognises the right of 
Israel to take measures to provide security for Israelis, and reminds the latter that any counter-
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terrorism measures taken cannot ignore human rights considerations; expresses concern at the 
existence and scale of a security fence and separation barrier in large parts of the West Bank and 
its implications for the human rights of local populations; recognises the difficulties faced by the 
new authorities in Iraq in their efforts to establish law and order with the help of the military 
forces stationed there and expresses its concern regarding the present situation; Calls on the 
Council and Commission to prioritise children's rights within the EU's development policy; as well 
as calling on the Commission to provide a paper on children's rights and present it to Parliament.

The report mentions the continuing abuse of women and children in armed conflict particularly on 
the continent of Africa; Criticises the reversal of EU policy by the Council in relation to the 
embargo on arms sales to China and calls for the arms embargo to remain intact until greater 
progress is made on human rights issues. Condemns the US Government for the treatment to 
which prisoners have been subjected in Guantanamo and calls on the US government to ensure all 
its prisoners (including those held in Guantanamo detention camp, are granted minimum human 
rights in accordance with international human rights law and fair trial procedures); calls on the 
USA to submit a report to the UN Human Rights Committee on its compliance with the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

Comments on impact of all 5 reports on AFET work in the 6th parliamentary term

These 5 reports represent the main body of work of AFET/DROI in the area of human rights, as 
the central reports summarising the EPs position on all the issues outlined above. 
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Annex IV - List of opinions by the Subcommittee on Human Rights

# Title Dossier Procedure Draftsperson Date

1. Promotion and protection of 
fundamental rights: the role of national 
and European institutions, including the 
Fundamental Rights Agency

AFET/6/26092

(LIBE/6/25781)

2005/2007 
(INI)

Baroness 
Nicholson Of 
Winterbourne 
(ALDE)

T6-0208/2005 
26/05/2005

2. European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights: establishment, role 
and mandate replacing the European 
Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
Xenophobia EUMC (repeal. Reg. 
1037/97/EC)

AFET/6/24981

(LIBE/6/29477)

2005/0124 
(CNS)

Cam Oedema
(Vets/ALE)

T6-0509/2006 
30/11/2006

3. Fighting trafficking in human beings, an 
integrated approach and proposals for an 
action plan

AFET/6/36815

(LIBE/6/35279)

2006/2078 
(INI)

Simon 
Coveney 
(PPE-DE)

T6-0498/2006 
16/11/2006

4. Area of freedom, security and justice 
AFSJ: strategy for the external 
dimension, action plan implementing the 
Hague Programme

AFET/6/36465

(LIBE/6/36415)

2006/2111 
(INI)

Aloyzas
Sakalas 
(PSE)

T6-0284/2007 
21/06/2007

5. EC/Turkmenistan agreement: interim 
agreement on trade

(INTA/6/21018) 1998/0304 
(CNS)

Panagiotis 
Beglitis 
(PSE)

A6-0085/2006 
24/03/2006

6. Towards an EU strategy on the rights of 
the child

AFET/6/45555

(LIBE/6/43585)

2007/2093 
(INI)

Irena 
Belohorská 
(NI)

T6-0012/2008 
16/01/2008

7. European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights: adoption of a 
Multiannual Framework for 2007-2012 
(implem. Regulation (EC) No 
168/2007).

AFET/6/53815

(LIBE/6/53095)

2007/0189 
(CNS)

Libor Rouček 
(PSE)

T6-0014/2008 
17/01/2008

8. Immigration: status of third-country 
nationals who are long-term residents. 
Extension to beneficiaries of 
international protection (amend. Dir. 
2003/109/EC)

AFET/6/50578

(LIBE/6/50576)

2007/0112 
(CNS)

Nickolay 
Mladenov 
(PPE-DE)

T6-0168/2008 
23/04/2008

9. The Treaty amending the Treaty on the 
European Union and the Treaty 
establishing the European Community

AFET/6/56999

(AFCO/6/55735)

2007/2286 
(INI)

Andrew Duff 
(ALDE)

T6-0055/2008
20/02/2008

10. Special place for children in EU external 
action

AFET/6/66652

(DEVE/6/66649)

2008/2203 
(INI)

Milan 
Horáček 
(Verts/ALE)

T6-0060/2009 
19/02/2009
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Annex V - List of hearings and events
# Date Title
1. 25 October 2004 Human rights in Turkey
2. 27 January 2005 Human rights dimension in the European Neighbourhood Policy (Moldova 

and Morocco)
3. 31 March 2005 Human rights in Syria
4. 23 June 2005 Freedom of expression and the development of parliamentary democracy in 

the Euro-Mediterranean region 
5. 11 July 2005 Tenth anniversary of the Declaration of Barcelona
6. 12 September 2005 Human rights situation in Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam
7. 19 April 2006 Feminicide (Violence against women) -The case of Mexico and Guatemala

(jointly with the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality)
8. 4 May 2006 EU guidelines on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment 

or treatment
9. 19 June 2006 Human rights in the Neighbourhood Action Plans of Israel and Egypt
10. 28 August 2006 Transitional justice
11. 21 November 2006 Human Rights situation in Russia - a tribute to Anna Politkovskaïa
12. 21 November 2006 The International Criminal Court and International Criminal Justice
13. 23 January 2007 Corporate Social Responsibility
14. 29 January 2007 The death penalty in view of the third World Congress Against the Death 

Penalty of 1-3 February in Paris - examples of the death penalty situation in 
the US, Singapore and the Great Lakes region

15. 20 March 2007 Human Rights situation in Burma/Myanmar
16. 27 March 2007 Beyond Activism, Seminar on the impact of the human rights activities of the 

European Parliament
17.. 27 March 2007 Cartoonists for Peace on the occasion of the world press freedom day 
18. 2 May 2007 Human rights situation in Uzbekistan
19. 3 May 2007 Preparations for the EU-China human rights dialogue in Berlin on 14 and 15 

May 2007
20. 5 June 2007 Human Rights and democratisation in Ethiopia two years after the 15 May 

elections
(jointly with the Development Committee)

21. 17 July 2007 Follow-up to the Marty report on readmissions
(jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs and 
the Foreign Affairs Committee)

22. 27 August 2007 Human rights in the European neighbourhood policy (Jordan and Azerbaijan)
23. 27 August 2007 Human rights in frozen conflicts (example of Transnistria) with former 

political prisoners
24. 5 November 2007 Human rights in South Asia, in particular Pakistan and Bangladesh
25. 26 November 2007 Human rights in China (in the run-up to 2008 Olympic Games) and the EU-

China Summit on 28 November 2007
26. 18 February 2008 Terrorist black lists

(jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs)
27. 27 February 2008 Situation of Palestinians detained in Israeli prisons
28. 28 February 2008 Guantanamo Bay

(jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs)
29. 31 March 2008 The impact of climate change to the human rights of indigenous peoples in 
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view of the Seventh Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues

30. 2 April 2008 Promoting Change in Burma (Myanmar): The Impact of EU Policies 
(jointly with the Development Committee)

31. 14 April 2008 Guidelines on the Protection and Promotion of children's rights in third 
countries

32. 25 August 2008 Human rights in the Republic of Moldova
33. 10 September 2008 Economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to food and the 

question of businesses' responsibility on human rights
34. 10 September 2008 Human rights situation in Turkey
35. 11 September 2008 Workshop on the perspectives of the African human rights institutions

(as part of the African Week of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue)
36. 18 September 2008 Human rights in the European Neighbourhood Policy
37. 7-8 October 2008 Conference: '60 years of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: The 

defenders take the floor'
(jointly with the European Commission and the UN)

38. 13 October 2008 The impact of climate change to the human rights of indigenous peoples in 
relation to the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People 
(jointly with the Temporary Committee on Climate Change)

39. 3 November 2008 Workshop on Human Rights in the Arab World: Focus on the Arab Charter 
on Human Rights 
(as part of the Arab Week of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue)

40. 16 December 2008 20 years of active support to human rights: Sakharov laureates tell their story-
Conference on the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the Sakharov Prize

41. 21 January 2009 Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the example of the 
Philippines

42. 9 February 2009 EU's role in combating human rights violations by private military and 
security companies (PMCs/PSCs)

43. 10 February 2009 The Human Rights Dimension of the Union for the Mediterranean
44. 16 April 2009 Business and Human Rights
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SUMMARY OF THE PUBLIC HEARINGS AND EVENTS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS
DURING THE SIXTH PARLIAMENTARY TERM (2004-2009)

(EXTERNAL SPEAKERS)
2004 

25 October 2004 (STB) Human rights in Turkey

Ms Reyhan Yalcindag Lawyer, member of the Human Rights Association (HRA), a member 
association of the FIHR and the EMHRN

Mr Tuncer Bakirhan Leader of DEHAP
Mr Jonathan Sugden Turkey researcher for Human Rights Watch, on population displacement
Mr Jan Kleijssen Director for interparliamentary and institutional relations, Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe
Ms Luiz Bakar Lawyer of the Armenian Patriarchate

2005

27 January 2005 Human rights dimension in the European Neighbourhood Policy 
(Moldova and Morocco)

Ms Natalie Tocci European University Institute, Florence
Mr Driss El Yazami Secretary General of FIDH, former Secretary General of the Euro-

Mediterranean Human Rights Network
Dr Arcadie Barbarosie Executive Director, Institute for Public Policy, Chisinau
Ms Rachid Tahri Democratic Association of Women of Morocco
Mr Matjaz Gruden.... Council of Europe, Parliamentary Assembly, Monitoring mechanisms

31 March 2005 Human rights in Syria

Mr Aktham Naisse President of the Committees for the Defence of Democratic Freedoms and 
Human Rights in Syria (CDF)

Mr Wahid Al-Asma Movement Solida
Mr Neil Sammonds Amnesty International, Eastmed Team, Middle East Programme
Mr Rudolph El-Kareh Sociologist and politologist, Associated researcher at Centre d'Etude 

Orient Contemporain, Paris III Sorbonne Nouvelle

23 June 2005 Freedom of expression and the development of parliamentary 
democracy in the euro-mediterranean region 

Mr Josep Borrell Fontelles President of the European Parliament.
Mr Oscar 
Fernandez Taranco Deputy director of the Office of UNDP for the Arab states
Mr Clovis Maksoud Diplomat, Academic professor, Member of the consultative committee of 

the Office of UNDP for the Arab states
Mr Mokhtar Jalali, Member (Democratic and Unionist Union) of the Tunisian Parliament 

from 1999-2004
Mr Zyad Abu Zyad Member (Fatah) Palestinian Legislative Council
Ms Saida Berrezegh Member (National Liberation Front) of the National Peoples Assembly of 

Algeria
Mr Wael Nawara First assistant of the President of the El-Ghad political party, representing 
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Mr Ayman Nour, the President of the party and Member of the Egyptian 
Parliament

Mr Driss Lachgar Member (Socialist Union of the Peoples' Forces) of the Chamber of 
deputies of Morocco

11 July 2005 Tenth anniversary of the Declaration of Barcelona

Mr Khaled Fouad Allam Sociologist, specialist of contemporaneous Islam and editorial writer for la 
Repubblica

Ms Sandrine Grenier Coordinator of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network to the 
European Union

Mr Nabil Adghoghi Minister plenipotentiary to the Mission of Morocco to the European Union
Ms Claire Rodier GISTI, Migreurop network
Mr Gijs de Vries EU counter-terrorism Co-ordinator
Ms Gabriele Juen Executive Officer, EU office, Amnesty International

12 September 2005 Human rights situation in Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam

Ms Vanida Thepsouvanh President, Lao Movement for Human Rights, Paris
Mrs Ruhi Hamid Journalist BBC (documentary on the Hmong situation)
Mr Sam Rainsy Cambodian opposition party leader
Dr Kek Galabru President, Cambodian League for the Protection and Defence of Human 

Rights
Mr Vo Van Ai President of the Vietnam Committee on Human Rights, FIDH Vice-

President, President of Forum Democracy Asia
Mr Thich Tri Luc aka Pham Van Tuong, former Vietnamese Buddhist monk now in political 

asylum in Sweden

2006

19 April 2006 Feminicide (Violence against women) -The case of Mexico and 
Guatemala
(jointly with the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality)

Ms Alba Estela 
Maldonado Guevara Guatemala, Member of Congress (URNG), Vice president of the 

Committee on Womens's issues, coordinator of the investigation on 
feminicide and author of 'Feminicidios en Guatemala' crimines contra la 
humanidad

Ms María Marcela 
Lagarde y de los Ríos Mexico, Member of Congress (PRD), President of the Special Commission 

on Feminicide
Ms María Guadalupe 
Morfín Otero Mexico, Federal Commissioner for Prevention and Eradication of Violence 

on Women in Ciudad Juaréz, Chihuahua
Ms Maria Gabriela 
Núnez Pérez Guatemala, Minister of Women's Affairs, President of the Special 

Commission for the Investigation on Feminicide
Ms Yakin Ertürk United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its 
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Causes and Consequences
Ms Maria del Mar 
Monroy Garcia FIDH, Advocacy coordinator, Mexican Commission for Defence and 

Promotion of Human Rights
Ms Ruth-Gaby 
Vermot-Mangold Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly's Rapporteur on 'the 

disappearance and murder of a great number of women and girls in 
Mexico'

4 May 2006 EU guidelines on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
punishment or treatment

Dr Manfred Nowak United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading punishment or treatment

Ms Renate Kicker Member of the Committee for the Prevention of Torture of the Council of 
Europe

Mr Eric Sottas Director of the World Organization Against Torture
Mr Eric Prokosch Former advisor to Amnesty International (author of a study commissioned 

by the Subcommittee)

19 June 2006 Human rights in the Neighbourhood Action Plans of Israel and Egypt

Ms Sandrine Grenier Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network
Mr Moataz el Fegiery Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies
Ms Jessica Montell B'Tselem
Ms Orna Kohn Adalah
Mr Jafar Farah Mossawa Center for Human Rights

28 August 2006 Transitional justice

Mr Alex Boraine Founder of the International Centre for Transitional Justice, former deputy 
chair of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission

Mr Hanny Megally Director of the Middle East and North Africa Program, ICTJ
Ms Esther 
Mujawayo-Kiener Rwanda survivor and a therapist in a refugee centre in Germany. Author of 

two books, the second on her personal experience of gacaca, Rwandan 
traditional courts

Mr Mirsad Tokaca President of the Research and Documentation Center of Sarajevo

21 November 2006 Human Rights situation in Russia - a tribute to Anna Politkovskaïa
Ms Marie Mendras Researcher at the CNRS, Professor at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques 

(Sciences Po), Paris
Mr Vitaliy Yarochevskiy Deputy Chief Editor of Novaya Gazeta, Moscow
Ms Svetlana Gannushkina Chairwoman of the 'Civic Assistance Committee' (Member of Memorial), 

Member of the Civil Society Institutions and Human Rights Council under 
the President of the Russian Federation, Moscow

Ms Macha Chichtchenkova Eastern Europe and Central Asia Programme Officer, FIDH, Paris

21 November 2006 The International Criminal Court and International Criminal Justice
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Mr Wilbert van Hövell Senior External Relations Adviser, Office of the Prosecutor, International 
Criminal Court

Ms Carla Ferstman Director, REDRESS
Mr Patrick Baudouin Lawyer and Coordinator of the Legal Action Group, FIDH
Ms Luisa Mascia CICC

2007

23 January 2007 Corporate Social Responsibility

Ms Andrea Shemberg Legal Officer, The International Commission of Jurists, International 
Economic Relations Programme

Mr Paul de Clerck Coordinator Corporate Campaign, Friends of the Earth
Ms Ineke Zeldenrust Coordinator of the International Secretariat, Clean clothes Campaign
Ms Kathryn Dovey The Business Leaders Initiative on Human Rights (BLIHR)
Ms Dorje Mundle Novo Nordisk, Danish company in the pharmaceuticals, member of the 

BLIHR
Mr John Evans Trade Union Advisory Committee to the OECD

29 January 2007 The death penalty in view of the third World Congress Against the 
Death Penalty of 1-3 February in Paris - examples of the death penalty 
situation in the US, Singapore and the Great Lakes region

Mr Michel Taube Spokesperson, Ensemble Contre la Peine de Mort (ECPM)
Dr Liévin Ngondji 
Ongombe Taluhata Lawyer at the Court of Kinshasa/Gombe (DRC) and at the International 

Criminal Court, President of the NGO 'Culture pour la Paix et la Justice'
Dr Ravi Madasamy Lawyer of the Bar of Singapore
Mr Richard C. Dieter Executive director, Death Penalty Information Center, Washington

20 March 2007 Human Rights situation in Burma/Myanmar

Mr Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar
Ms Zan Witness of the human rights violations, joint secretary of the Karen 

Women's Organisation (KWO)
(In association with the EuroBurma Office)

Mr Ben Rodgers CSW Advocacy Officer for South Asia (NGO)

27 March 2007 Beyond Activism, Seminar on the impact of the human rights activities 
of the European Parliament

Mr Hans-Gert Pöttering President of the European Parliament
Prof Horst Fischer President, European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and 

Democratisation
Mr Ales Antsipenka Belarusian journalist, media expert and Board Member of the Belarusian 

Association of Journalists, Sakharov Prize Laureate 2004
Mr Robert Ménard Secretary General, Reporters Without Borders, Sakharov Prize Laureate 

2005
Mr Antoine Madelin Permanent Representative, Fédération Internationale des Droits de 
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l'Homme (FIDH)
Dr George Ulrich Secretary General, European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights 

and Democratisation
Prof Dr. Herta 
Däubler-Gmelin Member of the Bundestag, Chair, Committee on Human Rights and 

Humanitarian Aid
Ms Lotte Leicht Brussels Office Director, Human Rights Watch
Prof Florence 
Benoît-Rohmer President of Robert Schuman University, Strasbourg, European Inter-

University Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation

27 March 2007 Cartoonists for Peace on the occasion of the world press freedom day 

Mr Plantu Cartoonist, France
Mr Ali Dilem Cartoonist, Algeria
Mr Olivier Basille Reporters Without Borders

2 May 2007 Human rights situation in Uzbekistan

Ms Lotte Leicht Director, Human Rights Watch EU Office
Mr Neil Melvin Senior Visiting Fellow, Centre for European Policy Studies

3 May 2007 Preparations for the EU-China human rights dialogue in Berlin, 14-15 
May 2007

Ms Sharon Hom Executive Director of 'Human Rights in China' (New York)

5 June 2007 Human Rights and democratisation in Ethiopia two years after the 15 
May elections
(jointly with the Development Committee)

Dr Dadimos Haile Scholar in Residence at the Institute of Development Policy and 
Management, University of Antwerp

Judge Woldemichael 
Meshesha Damtto Former Vice-president of the parliamentary inquiry commission 
Dr Mulualem Tarekegn Former Member of the national parliament of Ethiopia

17 July 2007 (STB) Follow-up to the Marty report on readmissions
(jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
and the Foreign Affairs Committee)

Mr Dick Marty Rapporteur on the EU/UN blacklists of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe

27 August 2007 Human rights in the European neighbourhood policy (Jordan and 
Azerbaijan)

Ms Rosa Balfour Research Fellow, CeSPI (Centre for Studies in International Politics, 
Rome)

Mr Sharer Bak General Commissioner, National Centre for Human Rights in Jordan 
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Ms Lina Quora Executive Director, Sisterhood Is Global Institute (SIGI, member of the
Euro-Mediterranean Network for Human Rights and Democracy)

Mr Ahmad K. Masa'deh Ambassador of Jordan to the European Union
Ms Arzu Abdullayeva Co-Chair, Helsinki Citizens Assembly, member of the Euro-Integration 

National Committee
Mr Emin Eyyubov, Ambassador of Azerbaijan to the European Union

27 August 2007 Human rights in frozen conflicts (example of Transnistria) with 
former political prisoners

Mr Tudor Popa Former political prisoner in Transnistria, member of the 'Ilascu group'
Mr Andrei Ivantoc Former political prisoner in Transnistria, member of the 'Ilascu group'
Ms Martina Ines Bielawski Research Fellow, Centre of International Studies, Cambridge
Mr Nicu Popescu Researcher, European Council on Foreign Relations, London office

5 November 2007 Human rights in South Asia, in particular Pakistan and Bangladesh

Mr Brad Adams Asia Director, Human Rights Watch
Ms Rosaline Costa Director, Hotline Human Rights Bangladesh
Ms Jutta Werdes EED Germany, on behalf of Mr Mohammad Tahseen, Representative of 

the Pakistan Coalition for Free and Fair Elections

26 November 2007 Human rights in China (in the run-up to 2008 Olympic Games) and 
the EU-China Summit on 28 November 07

Mr Pál Schmitt Member of the International Olympic Committee, Olympic fencing 
champion, MEP

Mr Hu Jia Nominee in 2007 for the European Parliament's Sakharov Prize for the 
Freedom of Thought (conference call)

Mr Phelim Kine Asia Researcher, Human Rights Watch, Hong Kong
Ms Sharon Hom Executive Director of 'Human Rights in China' (New York)
Mr Vincent Metten EU Policy Director, International Campaign for Tibet

2008

18 February 2008 (STB) Terrorist black lists
(jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs)

Mr Dick Marty Rapporteur on the EU/UN blacklists of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe

27 February 2008 Situation of Palestinians detained in Israeli prisons

Mr Ashraf Al Ajrami Minister for prisoners' affairs, Palestinian Authority
Ms Fadwa Ibrahim Lawyer, representative of the 'Free Marwan Barghouti Campaign'
Ms Anat Barsella Research Officer, B'Tselem - The Israeli Center for Human Rights in the 

Occupied Territories

28 February 2008 Guantanamo Bay
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(jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs)

Lt. Col. Stephen Abraham US Army Reserves (Participant in CSRTs - Combatant Status Review 
Tribunals

Ms Jennifer Daskal Advocacy Director US Programme, Human Rights Watch
Ms Emi Maclean Center for Constitutional Rights

31 March 2008 The impact of climate change to the human rights of indigenous 
peoples in view of the Seventh Session of the UN Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues

Mr Hassan Id Balkassm Member of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Morocco
Ms Elisavvet Stamatopoulou Secretariat, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Mr Weynand B. Watori Chair of the Commission on Human Rights and Environment of the 

Provincial Parliament of Papua (DPRP), Indonesia

2 April 2008 Promoting Change in Burma (Myanmar): The Impact of EU Policies
(jointly with the Development Committee)

Mr Piero Fassino EU Special Envoy for Burma / Myanmar
Harn Yawnghwe Director, Euro-Burma Office
Thant Myint-U Burmese historian and former UN official, Kathmandu
Ms Lotte Leicht Director, Human Rights Watch, Brussels

14 April 2008 Guidelines on the protection and promotion of children's rights in 
third countries

Mr Paulo Sergio Pinhero UN Independent Expert, author of the study of the UNSG on Violence 
against children

Ms Karen Schroh Representative of PLAN on behalf of the CPIC
Ms Marta Santos Pais UNICEF, Director of the Innocenti Research Center

25 August 2008 Human rights in the Republic of Moldova

Ms Liliana Vitu Media expert, Independent Journalism Centre
Mr Vladislav Gribincea Lawyer, Lawyers for Human Rights
Mr Evghenii Golosceapov Director, Amnesty International - Moldova

10 September 2008 Economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to food and 
the question of businesses' responsibility on human rights

Ms Catarina 
De Albuquerque Chair of the Optional Protocol Working Group, Committee on ESCR
Mr Flavio Valente Secretary General of FIAN and former Bresilian national rapporteur for 

the right to food
Ms Ivy Kakiiza Action Aid

10 September 2008 Human rights situation in Turkey

Prof Christian Rumpf Co-author of a study commissioned by DROI on the AKP closure case 
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Ms Emma Sinclair-Webb Researcher on Turkey, Human Rights Watch
Ms Sedef Cakmak Lambda Istanbul (LGBT rights organisation in Istanbul in the process of 

being abolished in Turkey)

11 September 2008 Workshop on the perspectives of the African human rights institutions
(Part of the African Week of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue)

Dr Fatsah Ouguergouz Judge, Algeria, African Court of Human and Peoples' Rights
Ms Nobuntu Mbelle Coordinator, The Coalition for an Effective African Court on Human and 

Peoples' Rights (CEAC), South Africa
Mr Grégoire Thery Representative of FIDH (Fédération Internationale des Droits de l'Homme)

18 September 2008 Human rights in the European Neighbourhood Policy (Armenia and 
Tunisia)

Mr Grégoire Thery FIDH
Ms Larisa Minasyan Open Society Institute in Yerevan
Mr Boris Navasardian President of Yerevan Press Club
Mr Viguen Tchitechian Ambassador of Armenia to the European Union
Mr Kamel Jendoubi President of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights network
Mrs Saïda Aguerbi Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, National Assembly, Tunisia
Mr Habib Aouida Member of Parliament, Tunisia

7-8 October 2008 Conference: '60 years of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 
The defenders take the floor'
(jointly with the European Commission and the UN)

Mr Idrissa Ouedraogo Director of the film 'Stories on Human Rights'
Mr Stéphane Frédéric 
Hessel Ambassador
Ms Souyer Belhassen President, International Federation for Human Rights
Mr Eric Sottas Secretary General, World Organisation Against Torture
Ms Margaret Sekaggya UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights Defenders
Mr Kenneth Roth Executive Director, Human Rights Watch
Ms Vasila Inoiatova Ezgulik, Uzbekistan
Ms Evita Goša Mozaika, LGBT, Latvia
Mr Horacio Verbitsky Journalist, Pagina 12, Argentina
Mr Jean-Paul Marthoz Journalist, Belgium
Ms Lydia Cacho Ribeiro Journalist, La Voz del Caribe, Mexico
Mr Ali al-Atassi Journalist, An-Nahar, Lebanon
Ms Navanethem Pillay UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Ms Ulrika Sundberg Special advisor to the Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe
Ms Mary Lawlor Director, Frontline
Ms Claudia Samayoa UPDDH, Guatemala

13 October 2008 The impact of climate change to the human rights of indigenous 
peoples in relation to the implementation of the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous People
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(jointly with the Temporary Committee on Climate Change)

Ms Victoria Tauli-Corpuz Chair, United Nations' Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Ms Yakuy Tupinamba Tupinambá (Tupi people) Indian indigenous representative, Brazil

3 November 2008 Workshop on Human Rights in the Arab World: Focus on the Arab 
Charter on Human Rights
(as part of the Arab Week of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue)

Mr Taieb Baccouche Director for the Arab Institute of Human Rights
Mr Bahey Eldin Hassan Director Cairo Institute for Human Rights (CIHRS)
Mr Driss El Yazami Secretary General, FIDH

16 December 2008 (STB) 20 years of active support to human rights: Sakharov laureates tell 
their story- Conference on the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the 
Sakharov Prize

Ms Elena Bonner Widow of Mr Andrei Sakharov
Ms Lidja Korac Representative of the newspaper Oslobodenje, Laureate 1993
Ms Leyla Zana Kurdish politician from Turkey, Laureate 1995
Mr Wei Jingsheng Chinese dissident, Laureate 1996
Ms Hauwa Ibrahim Nigerian lawyer, Laureate 2005
Ms Taslima Nasreen Bangladeshi feminist writer, Laureate 1994
Mr Salih Mahmoud Osman Sudanese lawyer, Laureate 2007
Ms Hebe Pastor de Bonafini Representative of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, Laureate 1992
Mr José María 
Aleman Amundarain Representative of ¡Basta ya!, Laureate 2000
Mr Olivier Basille Representative of Reporters without Borders, Laureate 2005
Mr Adem Damaci Kosovar activist for Albanians' rights, Laureate 1991
Dom Zacarias Kamwenho Angola, Laureate 2001
Mr Alexander Milinkevich Belarusian opposition leader, Laureate 2006
Ms Zhanna Litvina Representative of the Belarusian Association of Journalists, Laureate 2004
Ms Blanca Reyes Representative of the Ladies in White, Laureate 2005
Ms Zoya Phan Representing the Burmese opposition. Aung San Suu Kyi was laureate in 

1990
Mr Adam Mascaró Payá Representing Oswaldo José Payá Sardiñas, Laureate 2002

2009

21 January 2009 Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the example of the 
Philippines

Ms Sophie Richardson Human Rights Watch
Ms Francesca Restifo OMCT (Organisation Mondiale Contre la Torture)

9 February 2009 EU's role in combating human rights violations by private military 
and security companies (PMCs/PSCs)

Dr Chris Kinsey Defence Studies Department, King's College, London
Mr J.J. Messner Director, International Peace Operations Association, Washington
Mr Stéphane Kolanowski Legal Advisor, International Committee of the Red Cross, Delegation to 
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the EU, Brussels

10 February 2009 The Human Rights Dimension of the Union for the Mediterranean

Mr Michael Emerson Associate Senior Research Fellow, Centre for European Policy Studies
Mr Michel Tubiana Member of the Executive Committee of the Euro-Mediterranean Human 

Rights Network, Secretary General of the EuroMed NonGovernmental 
Platform

16 April 2009 Business and Human Rights

Prof. John Ruggie UN Secretary General's Special Representative on Business and Human 
Rights

Dr Jan Wouters Law professor, University of Leuven, Belgium, author of study 
commissioned by the Subcommittee on Business and Human Rights in EU 
External Relations

Ms Ruth Casals Coordinator, European Coalition for Corporate Justice
Mr John Morrison Director, Business Leaders' Initiative on Human Rights, Director of the 

Institute for Human Rights and Business.
Mr John Evans Trade Union Advisory Committee to the OECD



PE423.953v02-00 52/62 CM\784298EN.doc

EN

Annex VI - List of UN officials received by the Subcommittee

UN Official Thematic Date

1. Ms Louise Arbour,
United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights

Results of the 61st session 
of the UNHCR in Geneva

28.4.2005

2. Mr Oscar Fernandez Taranco,
Directeur adjoint du Bureau du Programme des 
Nations unies pour le développement (PNUD) pour 
les États arabes

Mr Clovis Maksoud, 
Diplomate, Professeur, Membre du Comité 
consultatif du Bureau du PNUD pour les États 
arabes

Hearing on Freedom of 
expression and the 
development of 
parliamentary democracy in 
the euro-mediterranean 
region

23.6.2005

3. Ms Yakin Ertürk, 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence 
against Women, its Causes and Consequences

Hearing on Feminicide 
(Violence against women)-
The case of Mexico and 
Guatemala

19.4. 2006

4. Dr Manfred Nowak, United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading punishment or treatment 

Hearing on EU guidelines 
on torture and other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading 
punishment or treatment

4.5.2006

5. Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba, President of 
the United Nations Human Rights Council

Exchange of Views on the 
HRC

18.12.2006

6. Mr Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in 
Myanmar

Joint hearing on Human 
Rights situation in 
Burma/Myanmar

20.3.2007

7. Ms Judith Kumin, UNHCR Regional 
Representative in Brussels

Exchange of views on 
Human Rights in Iraq

17.7.2007

8. Mr Doru Costea, President of the HRC Geneva Review of the work of the 
UN Human Rights Council

19.12.2007

9. Mr Miloon Kotari, Special Rapporteur on 
adequate housing

Exchange of views on 
special procedures of the 
UN Human Rights Council

19.12.2007

10. Mr Hassan Id Balkassm, Member of the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Morocco

Hearing on The impact of 
climate change to the human 
rights of indigenous peoples 
in view of the Seventh 
Session of the UN 
Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues

31.3.2008
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11. Mr Paulo Sergio Pinhero, UN Independent 
Expert, author of the study of the UNSG on 
Violence against children

Ms Marta Santos Pais, UNICEF, Director of the 
Innocenti Research Center

Guidelines on the protection 
and promotion of children's 
rights in third countries

14.4.2008

12. Dr Asma Jahangir, UN Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of religion or belief

Mr Ambeyi Ligabo, Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression

Exchange of views on the 
freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion

19.6.2008

13. Ms Catarina De Albuquerque, Chairperson 
Rapporteur of the Open-ended Working Group on 
an optional protocol to the ICESCR

Economic, social and 
cultural rights, including the 
right to food and the 
question of businesses' 
responsibility on human 
rights

10.9.2008

14. Ms Margaret Sekaggya, UN Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of Human Rights Defenders

Ms Navanethem Pillay, UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights

Conference: '60 years of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights: The 
defenders take the floor'

7-8.10.2008

15. Ms Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chair, United Nations' 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Joint hearing on The impact 
of climate change to the 
human rights of indigenous 
peoples in relation to the 
implementation of the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People

13.10.2008

16. Mr Filippo Grandi, UNRWA Deputy 
Commissioner-General

Richard Falk (via audio conference), United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Palestinian human 
rights

Exchange of views on the 
situation in the Gaza Strip: 
the human rights and 
humanitarian dimensions of 
the conflict

21.1.2009

17. Mr. John Ruggie, Special Representative of the 
UN SG on human rights and transnational 
corporations and other business enterprises 

Public hearing on Business 
and Human Rights

16.4.2009
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Annex VII - List of delegation visits
# Date Place Subject Participants
1. 9- 10 December 2004 The Hague, The 

Netherlands
EP Ad hoc, 
NGO forum

Flautre, Gál, Karim, Morgantini

2. 3-6 April 2005 Geneva, Switzerland EP Ad hoc,
Commission on HR

Flautre, Coveney, Gál, Howitt, 
Ribeiro e Castro, Zani

3. 4-7 October 2005 Bukarest, Romania DROI Nicholson, Cashman, Dobolyi, 
Horacek

4. 5-8 October 2005 Ankara/Van, Turkey DROI Flautre, Coveney, Howitt, Pinior, 
Karim, Vaidere

5. 4-6 December 2005 Tripoli, Libya EP Ad hoc Busuttil, Sonik, Napoletano, 
Kreissl-Dörfer, Flautre, Speroni

6. 8-9 December 2005 London, UK EP Ad hoc, 
NGO forum

Howitt

7. 9-24 April 2006 Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia

EP Ad hoc Tarabella, Mathieu, Őry, Didziokas, 
Schmidt, Lavarra

8. 21-23 June 2006 Geneva, Switzerland EP Ad hoc, 
HR Council

Flautre, Coveney, Andrikiene, 
Howitt, Pinior

9. 30 June - 1 July 2006 Rabat, Morocco DROI, Migreurope Flautre
10. 18-22 September 

2006
Ankara/Van/
Istanbul, Turkey

DROI Flautre, Coveney, Howitt, Sonik, 
Attard Montalto, Agnoletto

11. 28-29 September 
2006

Geneva, Switzerland EP Ad hoc, 
HR Council

Flautre, Coveney, Ventre, Gomes, 
Agnoletto

12. 6-8 December 2006 Helsinki, Finland DROI, 
NGO forum

Flautre, Coveney

13. 3 February 2007 Paris, France EP Ad hoc,
Death P. forum

Flautre, Kauppi, Anastase, Gomes, 
Paleckis, Cappato, Morgantini

14. 8 February 2007 The Hague, The 
Netherlands

DROI informal to 
ICC

Flautre, Howitt

15. 10-12 June 2007 Geneva, Switzerland EP Ad hoc, 
HR Council

Flautre, Howitt, Saks, Pinior, 
Andrikine, Gál

16. 18-21 November 
2007

New York, USA DROI, 
UN GA

Andrikiene, Cappato, Pinior

17. 3-5 December 2007 Istanbul/Ankara, 
Turkey

DROI Flautre, Howitt, Andrikiene, 
Cappato

18. 6-7 December 2007 Lisbon, Portugal EP Ad hoc,
NGO forum

Flautre, Czarnecki, Esteves, Saks

19. 17-20 December 
2007

Zagreb/Knin/Split, 
Croatia

DROI Howitt, Horacek, Vaidere

20. 17-19 March 2008 Geneva, Switzerland EP Ad hoc, 
HR Council

Flautre, Howitt, Anastase, 
Gawronski, Muscardini

21. 27-30 April 2008 New York, USA EP Ad hoc,
UNPFII

Flautre, Gál, Bauer, Gawronski, 
Geremek, Grau i Segu

22. 7-8 September 2008 Geneva, Switzerland DROI Andrikiene
23. 24-27 November 

2008
Istanbul/Ankara, 
Turkey

DROI Flautre, Howitt, Ludford, Evans, 
Gawronski

24. 10-11 December 
2008

Paris, France DROI, 
NGO forum

Flautre
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Annex VIII - List of studies

# Reference Title Expert

Year 
of 
public
ation 

Language

1
EP/ExPol/
B/2004/09
/10

The financial instruments available to 
the European Union for its human rights 
activities in third countries and in 
particular the European Initiative for 
Democracy and Human Rights 
(EIDHR)

VON MEIJENFELDT 
Roel -
Institute for Multiparty 
Democracy -
THE NETHERLANDS

2005 EN

2 EP/ExPol/
B/2005/06

Human rights clauses as an instrument 
of the EU's policies to encourage the 
protection of human rights in third 
countries

BARTELS Lorand -
University of 
Edinburgh -
UNITED KINGDOM

2005 EN (OR), 
FR, IT

3 EP/ExPol/
B/2005/08

The human rights situation in Laos with 
a particular emphasis on the situation of 
the Hmong people

HAMID Ruhi -
UNITED KINGDOM 2005 EN

4 EP/ExPol/
B/2005/15

An assessment of the impact of the 
resolutions and other activities of the 
European Parliament in the field of 
human rights outside the EU

ULRICH George -
European Inter-
University Centre for 
Human Rights -
ITALY

2005

EN (OR), 
ES, DE, EL, 
FR, HU, IT, 
LV, LT, NL, 
PL, PT, SK, 
SL, FL

5 EP/ExPol/
B/2005/21

The competences of the proposed 
Fundamental Rights Agency with 
respect to human rights violations 
outside or EU territory

BARTELS Lorand -
University of 
Edinburgh -
UNITED KINGDOM

2006 EN (OR), 
FR

6 EP/ExPol/
B/2005/22

Human rights and democracy indicators 
- definitions and implications

ROBERT Cécile +
JURINE Magalie -
FRANCE

2006 FR (OR), 
EN

7 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/40

Freedom of expression in Russia and 
the situation of the media

Vitali 
YAROCHEVSKY -
Novaia Gazeta -
RUSSIA

2006 EN (OR), 
FR

8 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/39

The Human Rights situation in Russia 
and the role of the 
EU-Russia consultations on human 
rights

GANNUSHKINA 
Svetlana -
FIDH -
FRANCE

2006 EN (OR), 
FR

9 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/35

Implementation of the EIDHR - The 
Chechnya example

Philip LEACH -
EHRAC -
UNITED KINGDOM

2006 EN
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10 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/30

Civil society under threat : common 
legal barriers and potential responses

MOORE David -
International Center 
for Not-For-Profit Law 
-
HUNGARY

2006 EN

11 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/20

The policy of the EU in the field of 
border control and the fight against 
organised crime: How does it impact on 
the promotion of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in third 
countries?

GUILD Elspeth -
FRANCE 2006 EN (OR), 

FR

12 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/19

The impact of the EU's strategy to 
combat terrorism on respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms in 
third countries

BIGO Didier -
Centre d'Etudes sur les 
conflits -
FRANCE

2006 FR (OR), 
EN

13 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/13

The question of freedom of movement 
and the impact of the 'separation barrier 
' on it in the territories occupied by 
Israel

MONTELL Jessica -
B'Tselem
ISRAEL

2006 EN

14 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/12

The implementation of EU guidelines 
on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment

SVENSSON-MC 
CARTHY Anna-Lena -
SWITZERLAND

2007 EN

15 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/11

An analysis of the external dimension 
of the EU's asylum and immigration 
policies - summary and 
recommendations for the European 
Parliament

RODIER Claire -
FRANCE 2006 FR (OR), 

EN

16 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/04

Question of torture - general framework 
and recommendations to the European 
Parliament

PROKOSCH Eric-
Amnesty International -
UNITED KINGDOM

2006 EN

17 EP/ExPol/
B/2006/03 Human rights in Nepal PYAKUREL Sushil-

INDIA 2006 EN

18
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/05

The death penalty in the United States DIETER Richard C. -
USA 2007 EN

19
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/06

The death penalty in the Great Lakes 
region

NGONDJI Liévin -
Dem. Rep. of CONGO 2007 FR (OR)

20
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/07

The death penalty in Singapore MADASAMY Ravi -
SINGAPORE 2007 EN
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21
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/10

The abolition of the death penalty and 
the Inter-American System

CERNA Christina M. -
USA 2007 EN

22
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/11

The abolition of death penalty in the 
Philippines and the role of civil society

QUISUMBING 
Purificacion C. Valera -
PHILIPPINES

2007 EN

23
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/13

Birth registration and the rights of the 
child

MILLER Michael 
James -
MOZAMBIQUE

2007 EN

24
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/15

The human rights dialogue between the 
EU and China

ESTEBAN Mario -
SPAIN 2007 ES (OR), 

FR, EN

25
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/16

The impact of the resolutions and other 
activities of the EP 
in the field of human rights outside the 
EU - update

ULRICH George -
EIUC -
ITALY

2007 EN

26
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/18

Analysis of the human rights 
consultations with Russia

LE HUEROU Anne -
FRANCE 2007 FR (OR), 

EN

27
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/19

The EU-Iran human rights dialogue KJAERUM Morten -
DENMARK 2007 EN

28
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/20

Political dialogue and human rights in 
the framework of the Cotonou 
Agreement

MBANGU-KIALA 
Lydie -
BELGIUM

2007 EN

29
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/21

EU dialogues on human rights: a 
synthesis of recent prominent initiatives

GUILLET Sara -
FRANCE 2007 FR (OR), 

EN

30
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/22

Human rights in the EU´s 
neighbourhood policy : mechanisms 
and impact 

FELIU I MARTINEZ 
Laura -
SPAIN

2007 EN

31
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/23

The importance of human rights in the 
political dialogue between the EU and 
the countries of Central and South 
America

SOTILLO LORENZO 
José Angel -
SPAIN

2007 EN (OR), 
FR, ES

32
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/26

Honour killing, its causes & 
consequences;
suggested strategies for the European 
Parliament

HAILE Jane -
BELGIUM 2007 EN
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33
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/27

Readmission agreements and respect for 
human rights in third countries. Review 
and prospects for the European 
Parliament

CORTES DIAZ 
Claudia -
FRANCE

2007

FR (OR), 
CS, DA, 
DE, ES, ET, 
EL, EN, IT, 
LV, LT, 
HU, MT, 
NL, PL, PT, 
SK, SL

34
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/31

Human rights and frozen conflicts in the 
Eastern Neighbourhood

BIELAWSKI Martina -
GERMANY 2007 EN

35
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/32

Citizens in danger: human rights and 
freedom in Putin's Russia

MENDRAS Marie -
FRANCE 2008 EN

36
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/34

Respecting human rights and 
fundamental freedoms and EU/UN 
sanctions

CAMERON Iain -
SWEDEN 2008 EN

37
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/41

The role of the EU in the Human Rights 
Council 

FISCHER Horst -
EIUC -
ITALY

2008 EN

38
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/42

Human rights records of the members 
of the UN Human Rights Council

FISCHER Horst -
EIUC -
ITALY

2008 EN

39
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/43

The International Criminal Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia

HARTMANN Florence 
- FRANCE 2008 EN

40
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
7/44

Minority rights in the Western Balkans WOLFF Stefan -
UNITED KINGDOM 2008 EN

41
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
8/43

Prohibition of political parties in Turkey 
– The case of the AKP

HARTMANN Florence 
-
FRANCE

2008 EN

42
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
8/56

The freedom of religion or belief and 
the freedom of expression

EVANS Malcolm -
UNITED KINGDOM 2009 EN

43
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
8/63

DROI Workshop 03/11/2008 - written 
expertise
Human rights in the Arab world: focus 
on the Arab Charter on Human Rights

BAHEY eldin Hassan -
CIHRS EGYPT 2008 EN

44
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
8/64

DROI Workshop 03/11/2008 - written 
expertise
Human rights in the Arab world: focus 
on the Arab Charter on Human Rights

BACCOUCHE Taieb -
TUNISIA 2008 EN
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45
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
8/65

Human rights aspects of consular 
assistance 
and demarches to support EU nationals 
in third countries

NASCIMBENE Bruno 
-
ITALY

2009 EN

46
EXPO/B/
DROI/200
9/04

DROI Workshop 09/02/2009 - written 
expertise
Human rights and international law 
concerns about private military and 
security companies

KINSEY Christopher -
UNITED KINGDOM 2009 EN
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Annex IX - List of urgency resolutions in human rights
Continent Region Country EU category Dates of Resolution Total
Africa Central Burundi ACP 22/05/2008 1
Africa Central Chad ACP 15/03/2006, 13/12/2007, 24/04/2008 3

Africa Central Democratic Republic 
of Congo ACP 16/12/2004, 17/01/2008, 21/02/2008, 23/10/2008, 

20/11/2008 5

Africa West Côte d’Ivoire ACP 18/11/2004 1
Africa East Eritrea ACP 18/11/2004 1
Africa East Ethiopia ACP 07/07/2005, 15/12/2005, 16/11/2006, 21/06/2007 4
Africa West Guinea ACP 15/02/2007, 15/01/2009 2
Africa West Guinea-Bissau ACP 12/03/2009 1
Africa East Kenya ACP 17/01/2008, 15/01/2009 2
Africa West Liberia ACP 14/12/2006 1
Africa South East Madagascar ACP 07/05/09 1
Africa West Mauritania ACP 06/07/2007, 04/09/2008 2
Africa West Nigeria ACP 15/03/2007, 24/05/2007, 20/11/2008 3
Africa West Senegal ACP 17/11/2005 1
Africa West Sierra Leone ACP 06/10/2007, 24/04/2009 2
Africa East Somalia ACP 06/07/2006, 19/06/2008, 20/11/2008 3

Africa East Sudan 
(incl. Darfur) ACP

16/09/2004, 12/05/2005, 06/04/2006, 28/09/2006, 
15/02/2007, 24/05/2007, 12/07/2007, 25/10/2007, 
22/05/2008, 12/03/2009

10

Africa East Tanzania ACP 04/09/2008 1
Africa West Togo ACP 12/05/2005 1
Africa West Western Sahara 14/04/2005, 27/10/2005 2

Africa South Zimbabwe ACP 16/12/2004, 07/07/2005, 07/09/2006, 26/04/2007, 
24/04/2008, 10/07/2008, 18/12/2008 7

Africa Pan-
regional

Forced Child Labour (Africa)
Situation in the Horn of Africa

17/11/2005, 
15/01/2009 2

AFRICA 56
America Caribbean Cuba ACP 17/11/2004, 02/02/2006, 21/06/2007 3
America Caribbean Haïti ACP 14/12/2006 1
CARIBBEAN 4

Pacific Fiji ACP 14/12/2006 1
Pacific Timor-Leste ACP 15/06/2006, 21/02/2008 2
PACIFIC 3
America Latin Bolivia 09/06/2005 1
America Latin Guatemala 07/07/2005, 15/03/2007 2
America Latin Mexico 11/10/2007 1
America Latin Nicaragua 18/12/2008 1
America Latin Panama 23/10/2008 1
America Latin Peru 19/01/2006 1
America Latin Venezuela 07/05/2009 1
LATIN AMERICA 8

America North USA
28/10/2004, 15/12/2005, 14/02/2006, 16/02/2006, 
13/06/2006, 14/02/2007, 06/07/2007, 10/07/2008, 
26/03/2009

9

NORTH AMERICA 9
Asia Central Afghanistan 13/03/2008, 24/04/2009 2
Asia Central Kazakhstan 16/03/2006 1
Asia Central Kirghizstan 12/05/2005 1
Asia Central Uzbekistan 26/10/2006, 15/11/2007 2

Asia East China (incl. Tibet)

18/11/2004, 13/01/2005, 07/07/2005, 08/09/2005, 
15/12/2005, 07/09/2006, 26/10/2006, 15/02/2007, 
13/12/2007, 17/01/2008, 10/04/2008, 10/07/2008, 
04/02/2009, 12/03/2009

14

Asia East Japan 13/02/2007 1
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Asia East North Korea 15/06/2006 1
Asia East Taiwan 07/07/2005, 18/05/2006 2
Asia South Bangladesh 14/04/2005, 16/11/2006, 16/09/2007, 10/07/2008 4
Asia South India 16/12/2004, 01/02/2007 2
Asia South Kashmir 17/11/2005, 24/05/2007, 10/07/2008 3
Asia South Nepal 29/09/2005, 18/05/2006 2
Asia South Pakistan 12/07/2007, 25/10/2007, 15/11/2007 3
Asia South Sri Lanka 07/09/2006, 12/03/2009, 04/02/2009 3
Asia Southeast Burma ASEAN 04/02/2009 1

Asia Southeast Cambodia ASEAN 13/01/2005, 10/03/2005, 01/12/2005, 19/01/2006, 
15/03/2007 5

Asia Southeast Indonesia ASEAN 10/04/2008 1
Asia Southeast Laos ASEAN 01/12/2005 1

Asia Southeast Myanmar ASEAN
16/09/2004, 12/05/2005, 17/11/2005, 14/12/2006, 
21/06/2007, 06/09/2007, 27/09/2007, 24/04/2008, 
22/05/2008, 19/06/2008, 23/10/2008, 04/02/2009

12

Asia Southeast Philippines ASEAN 17/11/2005, 26/04/2007, 12/03/2009 3
Asia Southeast Viet Nam ASEAN 01/12/2005, 12/07/2007 2
ASIA 66

Europe Balkan Bosnia Herzegovina 15/01/2009, 24/04/2009 2
Europe Balkan Serbia & Montenegro Candidate 16/09/2004, 07/07/2005, 29/09/2005 3

Europe East Belarus ENP/EaP 
Observer

28/10/2004, 10/03/2005, 07/07/2005, 29/09/2005, 
16/02/2006, 06/04/2006, 21/02/2008, 22/05/2008, 
28/09/2008, 15/01/2009, 02/04/2009

11

Europe Caucasus Armenia ENP/EaP 13/03/2008 1
Europe Caucasus Azerbaijan ENP/EaP 09/06/2005, 27/10/2005, 16/02/2006 3
Europe Caucasus Georgia ENP/EaP 26/10/2006, 05/06/2008 2
Europe Balkan Moldova ENP/EaP 16/03/2006, 12/07/2007 2
Europe East Ukraine ENP/EaP 28/10/2004, 02/12/2004, 13/01/2005, 06/04/2006 4
Europe Balkans Bulgaria EU 15/12/2005 1
Europe Balkans Romania EU 15/12/2005, 05/09/2006 2
Europe Med Italy EU 10/07/2008 1
Europe Med Malta (Refugees) EU 06/04/2006 1

Europe East Russia EU-Russia 
Common Spaces

26/05/2005, 15/12/2005, 19/01/2006, 15/06/2006, 
25/10/2006, 13/12/2006, 15/02/2007, 15/03/2007, 
02/04/2007, 10/05/2007, 14/11/2007, 13/03/2008, 
18/12/2008, 02/04/2009

14

Europe Balkans Kosovo 04/02/2009 1
Europe Balkans Situation of women in the Balkans 04/12/2008 1

Europe Pan-
regional A European Strategy on the Roma 31/01/2008 1

EUROPE 50

Middle East Gulf Iraq 16/09/2004, 06/04/2006, 15/02/2007, 12/07/2007, 
24/04/2009 5

Middle East Gulf Saudi Arabia 10/03/2005, 13/12/2007 2
Middle East Maghreb Algeria ENP/EuroMed 09/06/2005, 16/02/2006 2
Middle East Maghreb Tunisia ENP/EuroMed 29/09/2005, 15/12/2005, 15/06/2006 3
Middle East Mashreq Egypt ENP/EuroMed 19/01/2006, 16/02/2006, 06/04/2006, 17/01/2008 4
Middle East Mashreq Jordan ENP/EuroMed 16/02/2006 1
Middle East Mashreq Lebanon ENP/EuroMed 10/03/2005, 22/05/2008 2

Middle East Mashreq Libya ENP/EuroMed 
Obs.

14/04/2005, 18/01/2007 2

Middle East Mashreq Palestine ENP/EuroMed 16/11/2006, 26/04/2007, 11/10/2007, 21/02/2008, 
04/09/2008, 20/11/2008, 15/01/2009 7

Middle East Mashreq Syria ENP/EuroMed 08/09/2005, 15/06/2006, 26/10/2006, 24/05/2007 4

Middle East Mashreq Turkey Candidate 28/09/2005, 16/02/2006, 27/09/2006, 13/02/2007, 
24/10/2007 5

Middle East Others Iran 28/10/2004, 13/01/2005, 15/02/2006, 16/11/2006, 12



PE423.953v02-00 62/62 CM\784298EN.doc

EN

25/10/2007, 31/01/2008, 13/03/2008, 24/04/2008, 
19/06/2008, 04/09/2008, 15/01/2009, 07/05/2009

ENP/EuroMed 23/02/2005 1
EU strategy for reform in the Arab World 10/05/2007 1
Middle East 07/10/2007 1Middle East Pan-

regional
Christian communities 15/11/2007 1

MIDDLE EAST 53
TOTAL CONTINENTS 249

GLOBAL Moratorium on capital punishment 01/02/2007 1
GLOBAL Universal moratorium on the death penalty 01/02/2007, 26/04/2007, 27/09/2007 3
GLOBAL Freedom of expression, respect of religious beliefs 16/02/2006 1
GLOBAL Freedom of expression on the internet 06/07/2006 1
GLOBAL Homophobia 19/01/2006 1
GLOBAL Landmines 07/07/2005 1

GLOBAL 10th anniversary of Mine Ban Treaty (Ottawa 
Convention) 13/12/2007 1

GLOBAL Sakharov Prize (monitoring) 14/12/2006 1
GLOBAL Promoting social inclusion and combating poverty 09/10/2008 1

GLOBAL Development perspectives for peace-building and nation 
building in post-conflict situations 18/12/2008 1

Resolutions with GLOBAL concern 12
ANNUAL REPORTS (2004-2009) 5

OTHER DROI Reports 6
GRAND TOTAL 272
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