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I. Introduction

 Origins of the Committee on Fisheries

The creation of the Committee on Fisheries was decided on 21 July 1994, at the constituent 
sitting of the fourth legislative term (1994-1999) of the European Parliament. Prior to that date, 
matters related to the common fisheries policy (CFP) were dealt with by, first, a working group, 
and, subsequently, by a Subcommittee on Fisheries within the Committee on Agriculture. 

The decision of 1994 corresponded to both practical and political imperatives. The 
Subcommittee on Fisheries had in fact already been working as if it were a committee in its own 
right, but with the disadvantages attendant on its being dependent on a committee proper. There 
was growing political pressure for the fisheries sector to be ensured its rightful place in 
Parliament’s establishment plan, given the existence of a dedicated Community policy and the 
importance acquired by the sector over the various enlargements of the Union. 

 Importance, substance and objectives of the CFP

Although the contribution of the fisheries sector to Member States’ GDP is in general small, it is 
of major importance in employment terms in regions where alternative sources of jobs are often 
minimal. It also contributes to the supply of fisheries products to the EU market, one of the 
largest in the world. The EU is one of the world’s major fisheries and aquaculture powers.

The current framework regulation for the CFP (Council Regulation No 2371/2002 of 
20 December 2002) states that the policy covers the ‘conservation, management and exploitation 
of living aquatic resources, aquaculture, and the processing and marketing of fishery and 
aquaculture products’, where those activities are carried out in the territory of the Member States 
or in Community waters, or by Community fishing vessels or, without prejudice to the primary 
responsibility of the flag state, by nationals of Member States. The CFP is also concerned with: 
the establishment of coherent measures for the conservation, management and exploitation of 
live aquatic resources; limitation of the environmental impact of fisheries activity; conditions 
governing access to waters and stocks; structural policy: fleet capacity management; monitoring 
and implementation; aquaculture; the common organisation of the market; and international 
relations. It is further charged with the tasks of ensuring ‘exploitation of living aquatic resources 
that provides sustainable economic, environmental and social conditions’.

Since the first common measures in the sector in 1970 and the creation of the CFP in 1983, there 
have been substantial developments in all areas of this Community policy. Despite the far-
reaching reform in 2002, 27 years after its creation the CFP now faces significant challenges, 
since it must overcome its weaknesses and tackle problems such as the depletion of  stocks and 
fleet overcapacity, the economic and social downturn in the sector, the globalisation of the 
market for fishery and aquaculture products, the repercussions of climate change, the need to 
give a new boost to sustainable development in European aquaculture, and the demands of an 
ecosystem approach as part of the new integrated maritime policy and its environmental pillar, 
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.
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 Powers and status of the Committee on Fisheries 

Point XIV of Annex VI to Parliament’s Rules of Procedure states that the powers of the 
Committee on Fisheries are the following: 

 ‘the operation and development of the common fisheries policy and its management;
 the conservation of fishery resources;
 the common organisation of the market in fishery products;
 structural policy in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, including the financial instruments 

for fisheries guidance;
 international fisheries agreements.’

The Committee on Fisheries made proposals and called several times for this section of 
Annex VI to the Rules of Procedure to be reworded in the course of the sixth parliamentary term, 
with a view to a more specific and up-to-date description of its tasks in the context of the 
developments that had occurred in the meantime (see Annex 11.3 to this document).

Up to now, the Committee on Fisheries has had the status of a ‘neutralised’ committee (meaning 
that a full member of the committee could at the same time be a full member of another 
parliamentary committee and a substitute member of a third committee). At its meeting of 
12 March 2009 the Conference of Presidents decided to ‘deneutralise’ the Committee on 
Fisheries, responding to a long-standing demand made by the committee. It also recommended 
limiting the revision of Annex VI to the Rules of Procedure ‘to technical adjustments only’. 
Under Parliament’s decision of 6 May 2009 on this matter, section XIV of Annex VI remains 
unchanged.

 Activities of the Committee on Fisheries

The Committee on Fisheries adopted significant reports and opinions on all these subjects during 
this parliamentary term (Annexes 3, 4, 5 and 6).

Its other activities were as follows:

- organisation of public hearings (Annexes 8 and 14);
- oral questions and motions for resolutions in plenary (Annex 7);
- organisation of delegation visits to several Member States and a number of non-Community 

countries (Annex 9);
- participation by members, as observers, in the annual meetings of regional fisheries 

organisations and other international meetings (Annex 10);
- organisation of informal hearings and meetings with representatives of the sector and other 

fisheries-related organisations and bodies (Annex 14);
- participation in seminars and conferences organised by other institutions;
- regular provision of information to members via the newsletter The Trawler-Le Chalutier 

(regularly updated following each committee meeting);
- commissioning of studies (Annex 12) from the competent thematic department of the 

European Parliament’s Directorate-General for Internal Policies (‘structural and cohesion 
policy’) and workshops during the sixth parliamentary term (Annex 13).
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Despite the limitations on its action in the legislative process arising from the consultation 
procedure (the procedure generally applicable in its field of competence, under Article 37 of the 
EC Treaty), a number of the committee’s proposals were taken into account, in full or in part, by 
the Commission or the Council, or else contributed directly or indirectly towards the decisions
taken. The committee played the role of a major platform for debate and political pressure, 
voicing the concerns of the sector’s representatives on many key occasions, by means of its 
meetings and public hearings or via the visits of its delegations to various regions where multiple 
contacts were established with representatives of the sector and national and regional authorities. 
At certain moments of crisis, through oral questions to the Commission or motions for 
resolutions in plenary, the committee and its members were consistently ready and willing to 
intervene in defence of the sector’s interests. This role of the Committee on Fisheries has been a 
constant ever since its creation, and has been particularly visible over this sixth legislative term.

 Challenges of the seventh parliamentary term

The Commission has embarked on the review of the CFP provided for in Framework 
Regulation No 2371/2002, adopting a working document in September 2008, publishing a Green 
Paper on 22 April 2009 and launching an extensive public consultation. The new Committee on 
Fisheries will play an active part in these discussions and in shaping this future reform. 
Furthermore, following the possible entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon, Parliament and the 
Council will draw up, in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure, the provisions 
necessary to pursue the objectives of the common fisheries policy (CFP). This situation will 
involve major changes and greater responsibility for our committee, which will be called upon to 
take decisions in the context of the codecision procedure on matters that are crucial for the future 
of the CFP.

The objective of the present document, drawn up by the secretariat of the Committee on 
Fisheries, is to offer a succinct, overall and non-exhaustive view of the work of the committee 
over the sixth legislative term, intended in particular for new members of the committee.

II. Towards a uniform and effective application of the CFP

Parliament deplored the inadequate compliance with the rules of the CFP in successive 
parliamentary terms and repeatedly called for improved controls by the Member States, the 
harmonisation of inspection criteria and sanctions, transparency as regards the results of 
inspections and a stronger Community inspection system. During the sixth parliamentary term 
Parliament actively contributed to strengthening the Community control policy for the CFP, 
which represents a cornerstone of the CFP and has undergone significant developments in recent 
years.

Parliament took a decision on 23 February 2005 (A6-0022/2005, rapporteur: Elspeth 
ATTWOOLL, ALDE, GB) on the proposal for a Council regulation establishing a Community 
Fisheries Control Agency (CFCA), stemming from the 2002 reform. The Agency has been 
operational since 2007 and its executive director has regularly attended meetings of the 
Committee on Fisheries to keep members informed on the agency’s activities.



PE423.984 6/76 DV\784020EN.doc

EN

On 15 February 2007 Parliament adopted the non-legislative resolution on the 
implementation of the EU action plan against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing (A6-0015/2007), rapporteur: Marie-Hélène Aubert - Verts/ALE, FR). The Commission 
and Member States are called upon to redouble their efforts to implement the 15 actions included 
in the EU action plan on IUU fishing adopted in 2002. Among other recommended actions, the 
Commission is called on to include the following measures in its legislative proposal: the 
creation of a Community register of vessels engaging in IUU fishing, which would include 
vessels on RFO blacklists and facilitate the exchange of information among the Member States, 
making it possible to monitor vessels taking account of possible re-flagging; common minimum 
penalties for serious infringements, that are sufficiently dissuasive, should be applicable in all the 
Member States; all blacklists of fishing vessels and fish transport vessels, including their owners 
or operators, adopted by RFOs should be published and incorporated directly into Community 
law; all non-Community vessels on these lists should be prohibited from entering Community 
ports, except in cases of force majeure or for humanitarian reasons; the legal origin of fish should 
be demonstrated before it is allowed to be offloaded in EU ports or imported into EU territory; 
the Commission should ensure that anyone engaging in IUU fishing does not receive any aid or 
subsidy from Community funds for their various activities, and the Member States should take 
similar action with regard to their respective national aid. Parliament also called on the 
Commission to help developing countries, above all those with which it has signed fishing 
agreements, to comply fully with the commitments of the international plan of action designed to 
prevent illegal fishing.

In October 2007, the Commission submitted a communication and a proposal for a regulation on 
the fight against IUU fishing. In particular, rules and general conditions were proposed aimed at 
maintaining an effective port state control system, the introduction of a certification system and 
the harmonisation at Community level of the maximum penalties to be applied by the Member 
States in the event of serious infringements of the rules of the CFP. Parliament's contribution 
towards the definition of this new strategy proved extremely useful, and the Commission 
proposal incorporates several of the recommendations made in Parliament's non-legislative 
resolution of 15 February 2007, referred to above. On 5 June 2008 Parliament adopted a 
legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation establishing a Community 
system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing (A6-
0193/2008, rapporteur: Marie-Hélène AUBERT - Verts/ALE, FR). Regulation No 1005/2008 
was adopted by the Council in September 2008 and will apply from 1 January 2010. Along with 
Council Regulation No 1006/2008 of 28 September 2008 concerning authorisations for fishing 
activities of Community vessels outside Community waters and the access of third-country 
vessels to Community waters (see Parliament's legislative resolution of 10 April 2008, 
A6-0072/2008, rapporteur Mr Philippe MORILLON - ALDE, FR) and the future regulation 
establishing a Community control system (see above), it represents a key element of the 
Community's policy as regards CFP controls.

Finally, on 22 April 2009, Parliament adopted its legislative resolution on the proposal for a 
Council regulation establishing a Community control system for ensuring compliance with the 
rules of the common fisheries policy (A6-0253/2009, rapporteur Raul ROMEVA - Verts/ALE, 
ES). Parliament supported the Commission proposal whilst tabling a series of amendments 
concerning, in particular, the postponement of the date on which certain provisions are to apply 
to vessels with a total length of between 10 and 15 metres to July 2013, the introduction of 
financial assistance, co-financed from the Community budget at the rate of 80%, for the 



DV\784020EN.doc 7/76 PE423.984

EN

installation of vessel monitoring devices and electronic log books, an increase in the permitted 
margin of tolerance in the estimates recorded in log books from 5% to 10%, and the deletion of 
certain provisions granting the Commission powers to close fisheries in real time, cut Member 
State quotas or refuse quota exchanges. With regard to recreational fisheries, a highly 
controversial subject, Parliament took the view that it would be discriminatory to subject 
commercial fisheries to strict controls and restrictions, whilst at the same time leaving non-
commercial fishing largely free from restriction. Under the proposed compromise solution, it 
took the view that, within a time-limit of two years following the entry into force of the 
regulation, the Member States would be able to evaluate the impact of recreational fishing 
practised in their waters and forward this information to the Commission. The Member State 
concerned and the Commission, on the basis of the advice of the Scientific, Technical and 
Economic Committee for Fisheries, should determine what types of recreational fishing have a 
significant impact on stocks. For those types of fishing that have a significant impact, the 
Member State concerned, in close cooperation with the Commission, would develop a 
monitoring system that would make it possible accurately to evaluate the total volume of catches 
made for each stock in recreational fisheries. Where a recreational fishery is shown to be having 
a significant impact, catches would be counted against the quota of the flag Member State. The 
Member State concerned could determine the share of this quota to be reserved exclusively for 
recreational fishing. In principle, this regulation is due to be adopted by the Council in the 
coming months, during the seventh parliamentary term. The proposal also makes provision for 
extending the mandate of the Community Fisheries Control Agency.

III. Conservation of resources

The 2002 reform of the CFP gave priority to a longer-term vision of fisheries management. It 
provided for multiannual recovery plans to be drawn up for stocks outside safe biological limits 
and multiannual management plans for the remaining stocks, as well as the gradual 
implementation of an ecosystem-based method of fisheries management. 

The multiannual stock management plans now represent a key element of the CFP, and 
Parliament was called upon to take a decision on several Commission proposals in this area in 
the course of the parliamentary term.

 Management and recovery plans (2004-2009)

 MORILLON (ALDE, FR) report on the proposal for a Council regulation establishing 
measures for the recovery of the sole stocks in the Western Channel and the Bay of Biscay 
(A6-0050/05): legislative resolution of 14.04.2005.

 MIGUELEZ RAMOS (PSE, ES) report on the proposal for a regulation establishing 
measures for the recovery of the southern hake and Norway lobster stocks in the Cantabrian 
Sea and western Iberian peninsula (A6-0051/05): legislative resolution of 14.04.2005.

 KRISTENSEN (PSE, DK) report on the proposal for a regulation establishing a recovery 
plan for Greenland halibut in the framework of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organisation 
(A6-0116/05): legislative resolution of 23.06.2005.

 MAAT (PPE-DE, NL) report on the proposal for a regulation establishing measures for the 
recovery of the stock of European eel (A6-0140/06): legislative resolution of 16.05.2006 (on 
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15.11.2005 the EP had already adopted a non-legislative resolution on a Community action 
plan for the recovery of eel stocks, MAAT report A6-0284/2005).

 MAAT (PPE-DE, NL) report on the proposal for a regulation establishing a management 
plan for fisheries exploiting stocks of plaice and sole in the North Sea (A6-0265/2006): 
legislative resolution of 28.09.2006.

 CHMIELEWSKI (PPE-DE, PL) report on the proposal for a regulation establishing a 
multiannual plan for the cod stocks in the Baltic Sea (A6-0163/2007): legislative resolution 
of 06.06.2007.

 BRAGHETTO (PPE-DE, IT) report on the proposal for a regulation establishing a 
multiannual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
(A6-0408/07): legislative resolution of 14.11.2007.

 BUSK (ALDE, DK) report on the proposal for a regulation amending Regulation 423/2004 
on the recovery of cod stocks (A6-0340/08): legislative resolution of 20.10.2008.

 STEVENSON (PPE-DE, GB) report on the proposal for a regulation establishing a 
multiannual plan for herring stocks in the west of Scotland (A6-0433/08): legislative 
resolution of 04.12.2008.

 Report on the proposal for a regulation establishing a multiannual recovery plan for bluefin 
tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean (CNS/2009/0029): legislative resolution of
12.03.2009, adopted using the urgent procedure.

In the above legislative resolutions, Parliament tabled amendments aimed in particular at making 
the application of the rules envisaged in the Commission proposals more flexible, enabling the 
sector and advisory bodies to be more closely involved in the implementation and evaluation of 
decisions, taking account of specific regional features and the particular characteristics of each 
fishery, limiting the socio-economic repercussions of the measures envisaged and drawing 
attention, where appropriate, to shortcomings in relation to the available scientific data. 
Depending on the plan concerned, Parliament's amendments focused on the maximum yearly 
variations in TACs, the criteria for setting fishing effort, the number of days at sea and, in some 
cases such as the recovery plan for bluefin tuna, measures aimed at strengthening the 
enforcement of the plan.

 Towards sustainable and responsible fishing: main reports adopted
(2004-2009)

The European Parliament also took up a position on a number of matters closely linked to the 
protection and conservation of fishery resources in the context of responsible fishing and 
respecting the principles of sustainability. These reports, sometimes accompanied by hearings 
and/or studies or workshops (see Annexes 8, 12 and 13) related, in particular, to the technical 
measures applicable and management instruments to promote sustainable fishing, as well as the 
necessary measures to ensure greater protection for marine ecosystems. These reports include:

FRAGA ESTÉVEZ (PPE-DE, ES) report on the proposal for a regulation on management 
measures for the sustainable exploitation of fishery resources in the Mediterranean
(A6-0112/05): legislative resolution of 09.06.2005 - At the end of the preceding parliamentary 
term the Commission proposal had been rejected by the Committee on Fisheries on the grounds 
that it did not take sufficient account of the specific characteristics of fisheries in the 
Mediterranean and the corresponding fleet, and that there had not been adequate consultation 
with those affected. At the plenary sitting of 1 April 2004 the proposal had failed to gather the 
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majority of the votes cast, but the Commission did not withdraw it and the proposal was 
resubmitted to Parliament at the start of the new parliamentary term. It proved possible to find a 
compromise in the context of this report so as to ensure the satisfactory management of the 
resource, in particular as regards tuna fishing, fishing gear used in coastal fisheries and the issue 
of minimum catch sizes that were compatible with mesh sizes and the characteristics of 
authorised nets.

CHMIELEWSKI (PPE-DE, PL) report on the proposal for a regulation on the conservation of 
fishery resources through technical measures in the Baltic Sea, the Belts and the Sound
(A6-0265/05): legislative resolution of 13.10.2005 - Initially this report was highly 
controversial. Compromise solutions were then found to guarantee the more effective 
conservation of resources in this region, particularly as regards fishing gear and minimum 
landing sizes.

STIHLER (PSE, GB) report on the review of certain access restrictions in the CFP (Shetland 
Box and Plaice Box) (A6-0016/06): non-legislative resolution of 14.02.2006 - In adopting this 
own-initiative report Parliament confirmed its support for the Commission's decision to maintain 
the Shetland Box and the Plaice Box, following wide consultations among all the parties 
affected. This report also highlighted the important role of the North Sea Regional Advisory 
Council (NSRAC) in fisheries management. It was therefore considered advisable to consult the 
NSRAC when evaluating any subsequent boxes in this sea area.

FRAGA ESTÉVEZ (PPE-DE, ES) report on a Community approach towards eco-labelling 
schemes for fisheries products (A6-0219/06): non-legislative resolution of 07.09.2006 - In its 
resolution, Parliament called for a Community approach to be swiftly adopted for eco-labelling 
schemes for fisheries and aquaculture products. At the same time, it deplored the fact that delays 
in so doing had led to a proliferation of eco-labels, with varying degrees of seriousness, without 
any form of public control, posing a risk of low credibility and confusion for consumers and 
producers. In 2008 the Commission announced that it intended to put forward a regulation on 
eco-labelling for fisheries products in the first half of 2009, but it then appeared to abandon this 
possibility in favour of a 'horizontal' proposal for a Community eco-label (COM (2008) 0401) 
covering most products, including fishery products (see report A6-105/2009 of the ENVI 
committee and the position adopted by the EP at first reading on 2 April 2009). The Committee 
on Fisheries and other parties involved had clearly voiced their objections to this approach, and a 
two-part compromise was finally found. Firstly, the Commission undertook to submit a 'specific' 
proposal for the labelling of fishery products essentially attesting to the fact that these products 
stem from sustainable fishing ('from the net to the quay') by the end of 2009. Secondly, the 
application of the 'horizontal' eco-label regulation to fishery products would relate mainly to 
processing, labelling and transport conditions ('from the quay to the plate') and would in any case 
depend on the results of a feasibility study that the Commission undertook to carry out and 
present before the end of 2011.

FRAGA ESTÉVEZ (PPE-DE, ES) report on the implementation of sustainable fishing in the 
EU on the basis of maximum sustainable yield (MSY) (A6-0298/2007): non-legislative 
resolution of 6.9.2007 - This own-initiative report (in preparation for which a public hearing was 
held - see Annexes 8 and 14) called for a fisheries policy that was more closely adapted to the 
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biological capacity of fishery resources in the process of recovery. Parliament took the view that 
the time was not yet ripe for a proposal aimed at introducing MSY and stressed, in particular, the 
need to establish a system for access to resources that favoured sustainability, simplified the 
technical measures and discouraged discards. Greater flexibility was considered beneficial for 
the sector’s competitiveness, and any modification of the management system should necessarily 
rest on financially acceptable compensation mechanisms.

SCHLYTER (Verts/ALE, SV) report on a policy to reduce unwanted by-catches and 
eliminate discards in European fisheries (A6-0495/2007): non-legislative resolution of 
31.1.2008 - This own-initiative report touched on a fundamental global problem for the fisheries 
sector: discards, the annual volume of which, estimated at between 7 and 27 million tonnes, 
represents up to a quarter of all catches. Such a quantity of discards not only damages the 
environment but also prevents the recovery of depleted stocks and costs the fishing sector 
valuable time and energy. Given that the causes of discards vary from fishery to fishery, the 
solutions would also need to be specific to the various circumstances. Consequently, the 
Commission, the Member States and operators in the sector were invited to consider the use of 
incentives to improve current fishing practices, in particular an increase in the number of days at 
sea or preferential access to certain areas for vessels using more selective gear, and the launching 
of well-defined and quantified pilot projects to reduce discards. A discard ban for a fishery 
should be considered only if no other solutions have succeeded within five years after the entry 
into force of the new rules. 

ATTWOOLL (ALDE, GB) report on rights-based management tools in fisheries
(A6-0060/08): non-legislative resolution of 10.4.2008 - Responding to a Commission
communication on the same subject, this own-initiative report (in the context of which a 
workshop was held at the request of the Committee on Fisheries - see Annex 13) highlighted the 
advantages and disadvantages of schemes using rights-based management tools. Whilst 
acknowledging that experiments with management through fishing rights in those Member States 
which have applied such systems have had very positive effects in many respects, the resolution 
also emphasises the great degree of complexity and the difficulties that would be posed by 
moving to a single system, whether through harmonising the practices of Member States or 
through management at Community level. Parliament took the view that it was necessary to 
ascertain the effects that such changes might have, particularly in relation to relative stability and 
its role in maintaining the viability of fisheries-dependent communities, the degree of 
concentration of ownership of such rights and the resulting socio-economic consequences. The 
Commission was called on to carry out a full analysis of the management systems currently used 
in the Member States. Parliament took the view that the period set aside for the debate was too 
short and asked that it be extended so that the various possible solutions, and their consequences, 
could be properly assessed and studied. It might be pointed out that an external study drawn up 
for the Commission on this subject has recently been published (study available on the 
Commission’s website http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/publications/studies_reports_en.htm).

MIGUÉLEZ RAMOS (PSE, ES) report on the management of deep-sea fish stocks 
(A6-0103/2008): non-legislative resolution of 8.5.2008 - A workshop was also held in the 
context of this report at the request of the Committee on Fisheries (see Annex 13). In its 
resolution, Parliament called on the Commission to introduce programmes to gather scientific 
information, using research vessels, and to carry out a socio-economic assessment of deep-sea 
fisheries, whilst at the same time analysing the impact on the sector of new reductions in fishing 
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effort. The Commission and the Member States were called on to develop common guidelines 
and exchange best practices in order to improve the implementation of measures to combat 
illegal fishing and the sale of illegal catches on European markets, and to promote more 
environmentally-friendly catching methods that respect ecological biodiversity by avoiding 
unwanted by-catches.

FREITAS (PPE-DE, PT) report on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of 
marine ecosystems in the high seas from the adverse impacts of bottom fishing gears 
(A6-0183/2008, legislative resolution of 5.6.2008) - This proposal for a regulation responds to 
the United Nations recommendations for the elimination of destructive fishing practices that 
threaten vulnerable marine ecosystems in the high seas (Resolution 61/105 of 8.12.2006). The 
proposal adopted applies to Community vessels operating in the high seas in areas that are not 
regulated by regional fisheries management organisations (RFMOs) and therefore require 
unilateral regulation on the part of the flag state. Parliament’s amendments related to the removal 
of any provision setting a maximum depth for the use of bottom gear, the definition of the 
bottom gear concerned and the reference to the work of the FAO, whilst the proposal aimed at 
reducing the number of observers on board was not accepted.

KINDERMANN (PSE, DE) report on a ‘European cormorant management plan’ to minimise 
the increasing impact of cormorants on fish stocks, fishing and aquaculture (A6-0434/08, 
non-legislative resolution of 4.12.2008) - The cormorant population has increased enormously 
in recent years and is causing lasting damage to aquaculture undertakings and stocks of many 
wild fish species in inland waters and along the coasts of many Member States. In this own-
initiative report, Parliament called on the Commission and Member States to redouble their 
budgetary efforts and their cooperation, at scientific and administrative level, to establish a 
European plan to manage cormorant numbers. Gathering reliable and universally recognised data 
on cormorant numbers is seen as the first essential step with a view to the regular monitoring of 
these birds, so that a balance can be struck between measures designed to protect this species and 
measures that will guarantee protection for wild fish in inland waters and the viability of 
aquaculture undertakings.

GUERREIRO (GUE/NGL, PT) report on the CFP and the ecosystem approach to fisheries 
management (A6-0485/2008), non-legislative resolution of 13.1.2009 - A workshop on this 
topic was held at the request of the Committee on Fisheries (see Annex 13). In its resolution, 
linked to the debate on the possible reform of the CFP, the EP stressed that any and every 
fisheries policy should take account of the social, environmental and economic dimensions 
through an integrated and balanced approach. The food needs of each Member State, 
safeguarding the viability of the sector and fishing communities and preserving the sustainability 
of marine ecosystems are not seen as irreconcilable objectives. The EP expressed its deep 
concern at the possibility of changes being made to the CFP that would encourage the 
concentration of fishing activity, in particular as regards the right of access to resources, and 
stressed that the reduction and concentration of quotas among a limited number of operators does 
not guarantee a reduction in fishing effort but favours the concentration of fishery resource 
exploitation. The Commission was called upon to study the various fisheries management 
instruments, whilst ensuring that the current instruments are not altered until an alternative 
becomes available that will guarantee the more appropriate exploitation of resources. Further, the 
EP took the view that it is vital to maintain the access derogation to the zone falling within 
territorial waters at at least 12 miles, as a way of fostering the sustainability of coastal marine 
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ecosystems, traditional fishing activities and the survival of fishing communities, and called for 
this derogation to be made permanent. It also considered that it is insufficient to measure fishing 
effort in a uniform way, without taking account of the diversity of fleets and gear, and that 
controlling fishing effort should take account of the various species, the various types of gear 
and the assessed impact of catches on each species. In particular, the EP concluded that one of 
the first tasks to be carried out in the area of fisheries management is to assess scientifically 
whether there are any over-large fleets and over-exploited resources, and to identify them, so that 
suitable specific measures can be adopted.

VISSER (PPE-DE, NL) report on the proposal for a regulation on the conservation of fisheries 
resources through technical measures (A6-0206/2009, legislative resolution of 22.4.2009) -
The aim of this proposal is to simplify the current regulatory framework concerning the 
conservation of fishery resources. The approach proposed consists in the adoption of a Council 
framework regulation laying down the principles and general provisions, to be followed by 
complementary Commission regulations laying down specific technical rules for each area 
covered by a regional advisory council (RAC). In the context of this report the Committee on 
Fisheries held a public hearing and requested a study (Annexes 8 and 12). The EP adopted 
amendments chiefly proposing more flexible rules on combinations of nets and listing a series of 
subjects on which it would be for the Council (rather than the Commission, within the 
framework of comitology procedures) to take the necessary decisions. Another amendment
proposed that the Council, on a proposal from the Commission and in accordance with the 
procedure referred to in Article 37 of the Treaty, should adopt the measures that would apply 
specifically in the various regions corresponding to the various regional advisory councils 
(RAC). Parliament’s amendments were inspired by the desire to ensure that the more frequent
use of measures taken within the framework of comitology is restricted to non-essential and 
purely technical elements, without undermining either the existence of uniform and non-
discriminatory general rules or the legislative balance between the institutions.

IV. Action to improve the economic and social situation in the sector

The economic situation of a large number of fishing enterprises has worsened in recent years 
owing to a combination of different factors, in particular a decline in catches resulting from the 
poor state of fishery resources and access restrictions to certain resources, rising costs linked to 
fuel prices, stagnating prices at first sale and market trends in response to imports from third 
countries, the growing concentration with regard to distribution and the financial crisis.

The Committee on Fisheries addressed this situation in several of its own-initiative reports and 
called on the Commission to take action in the short, medium and long term to limit the 
consequences and find solutions so that the sector’s viability can be preserved.

In its non-legislative resolution of 28 September 2006 on improving the economic situation in 
the fishing industry (A6-0266/2006, rapporteur: Pedro GUERREIRO - GUE/NGL, PT), the 
EP proposed that specific, immediate measures be adopted to mitigate the rise in fuel prices, in 
particular: the creation of a guarantee fund, co-financed at Community level, which would 
guarantee the stability of fuel prices, and the granting of a transitional compensatory payment to 
fishing enterprises; the granting of tax credits with the aim of guaranteeing the competitiveness 
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of the EU fleet fishing outside Community waters; and an urgent increase in the ceilings for ‘de 
minimis’ aid for the fisheries sector. In its resolution the EP proposed a number of medium and 
long-term measures including a ‘comprehensive plan to reduce the energy consumption of the 
fleet’. The EP asked that the new European Fisheries Fund (EFF) should continue to grant aid for 
the renewal and modernisation of the fishing fleet, giving priority to small-scale coastal and 
artisanal fishing, and described the level of Community financial resources allocated to the 
fisheries sector as insufficient. The Commission was called upon to submit a proposal aimed at 
creating a Community support programme for small-scale inshore and artisanal fishing. The EP 
also took the view that it is vital: to take measures to strengthen the fight against illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing, to promote research and investment that will help to reduce 
energy intensity in the fisheries sector, to submit proposals for the revision of the common 
organisation of the markets (COMs) for fishery products, introducing mechanisms to improve 
first-sale prices and promote the fair distribution of added value across the value chain, and to 
support fishermen’s’ involvement in the CFP decision-making and management process, in 
particular through the Regional Advisory Councils. This report was preceded by public hearings 
held by the Committee on Fisheries in May and June 2006 focusing on, firstly, the 
competitiveness of the European fleet in view of rising fuel prices and, secondly, on the 
economic situation in the industry (see annexes 8 and 14). 

Particularly vulnerable groups were the focus of other more specific reports, such as the report 
on inshore fishing and the problems encountered by inshore fishermen (A6-0141/2006, 
rapporteur: Sean Ó NEACHTAIN - UEN, IRL) and the report on women’s networks: fishing, 
farming and diversification (A6-0341/2005, rapporteur: Elspeth ATTWOOLL - ALDE, GB), 
which resulted in non-legislative resolutions adopted on 15 May 2006 and 15 December 2005
respectively. The former highlighted the vital importance of inshore fishing for the socio-
economic survival of entire coastal communities. The EP further recognised the key role played 
by women in the inshore fisheries sector and called on the Commission to take systematic 
account of the gender dimension and gender equality in its initiatives. In the latter report, the 
Commission was called upon to establish the appropriate channels to improve and disseminate 
information on the situation of women in the various areas that make up or are linked to the 
fisheries sector. Public hearings were held in the context of these two reports (see annexes 8 and 
14). A study drawn up for the committee on the role of women in the sustainable development of 
fishing areas was presented to members at the meeting of 28 August 2008 (see annex 11.2). 

The worsening structural crisis in the sector, caused in particular by the sharp rise in fuel prices 
that continued through much of the year, sparked many protests in some of the Member States. 
The Committee on Fisheries reacted swiftly by holding public mini-hearings (in February and 
June 2008) and approving an oral question to the Council and Commission that was tabled in 
plenary and followed up by a European Parliament resolution on the crisis in the fisheries 
sector caused by rising fuel prices, which was adopted on 19 June 2008. In that resolution, the 
EP reaffirmed its support for calls for the speeding-up of procedures to enable payment of the aid 
available, an increase in the amount of de minimis aid, the granting of tax relief and reductions in 
social costs for vessels fishing outside Community waters, the swift adoption by the Council of 
the regulation to control IUU fishing, and the presentation by the Commission of the proposal for 
the reform of the rules governing the common organisation of the markets in fishery and 
aquaculture products. The resolution also reiterated the request for more support to be given to 
research projects aimed at improving energy efficiency in the fisheries sector. 
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V. Structural measures 

 European Fisheries Fund

In 2005 the Committee on Fisheries held two public hearings on the legislative proposal 
concerning the new European Fisheries Fund (EFF): a hearing on 1 February with 
representatives of national fisheries administrations and another on 29 March with fishing 
industry representatives (see annexes 8 and 14). 

Parliament supported the financial envelope for the EFF laid down in the agreement on the 
financial perspective (2007-2013). In its legislative resolution of 24 June 2005 on the proposal 
for a regulation on the EFF (A6/0217/2005, rapporteur: David CASA - PPE-DE, MT), the EP 
proposed a reform of the system of financial aid for fishermen. Whilst approving the underlying 
principle on which the reform was based, i.e. the conservation of fishery resources, the EP took 
the view that the socio-economic impact should also be taken into account.

A compromise was found on some topics: the permanent withdrawal of fishing vessels, the 
financing of fishing equipment and investment in aquaculture. As regards the withdrawal of 
vessels, the Commission proposed that public aid be granted for the scrapping of vessels or their 
reassignment to non-profit-making purposes. The EP wished to expand the scope of this policy. 
It took the view that public subsidies should be used not only for the scrapping of vessels but 
also for their reassignment to activities other than fishing, the creation of joint ventures or 
exportation, on condition that vessels were no longer used for fishing. The members proposed 
that the EFF should contribute to the financing of lump-sum premiums for the crews of vessels 
withdrawn from activity. The EP also proposed that it should be possible for public aid for fleet 
renewal to be granted, inter alia, for the use of more selective techniques and vessel location 
systems and to improve safety on board, working conditions and hygiene, provided that these 
measures did not lead to any increase in fishing effort. With regard to the financing of fishing 
equipment, it took the view that the focus should be on small vessels and on the oldest vessels. 
Funds should benefit fleet renewal aimed at replacing vessels with an overall length of less than 
12 metres and trawlers older than 20 years which could no longer operate safely. In that 
resolution, Parliament also took the view that the national strategic plans should be adopted 
within six rather than three months, since a three-month period would not give sufficient time for 
a medium-term plan to be drawn up. Account should be taken of the needs of aquaculture when 
drawing up these national plans, along with the protection of the environment and natural 
resources. With regard to aquaculture, the EP proposed that the EFF should finance investment 
covering all parts of the production chain, including the construction of new installations, the 
expansion and modernisation of existing installations and vessels used in mussel farming. As 
regards the sustainable development of coastal fishing areas, the EP rejected the Commission 
proposal restricting intervention from the Fund to municipalities with more than 100,000 
inhabitants. With the aim of helping young fishermen, it suggested paying individual premiums 
to people under the age of 35 who could prove that they had worked for at least five years (or 
had equivalent training) and who were becoming owners or part-owners of a second-hand 
trawler for the first time.
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 Community financial measures for the implementation of the common fisheries policy and the law 
of the sea 

The proposal for a Council regulation establishing Community financial measures for the 
implementation of the common fisheries policy and the law of the sea established the framework 
for financial interventions for the implementation of the CFP, complementing the proposal for a 
Council regulation on the European Fisheries Fund. It sought to bring together the existing legal 
instruments in order to make Community financial interventions more effective, more 
transparent and easier to administer for both the Commission and the competent authorities in 
the Member States and other beneficiaries. In its legislative resolution of 15 December 2005
(A6-0340/2005, rapporteur: Catherine STIHLER - PSE, UK) on this proposal for a 
regulation, the EP inserted a series of new provisions to ensure that the text explicitly included 
the objectives of the Community financial mechanisms, i.e. contributing towards rational and 
sustainable exploitation of the surplus marine resources of coastal states, improving scientific 
and technical knowledge of the fisheries in question, contributing to the fight against illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing, contributing towards strategies for the sustainable 
exploitation of fisheries and fostering better global management of fisheries at financial and 
political level, by strengthening capacity-building.

 Temporary specific action to promote the restructuring of fleets 

On 8 July 2008 the Commission adopted a proposal for a regulation instituting a temporary 
specific action aiming to promote the restructuring of the European Union fishing fleets 
affected by the economic crisis, which was submitted to Parliament and the Council with a 
request for the urgent procedure to be used so that political agreement could be reached within 
the Council on 15 July. Following the opinion of its Committee on Fisheries, the EP reacted 
swiftly, accepting the request for the urgent procedure in the interest of the sector and approving 
the package of proposed measures in its legislative resolution of 10 July 2008 (see also section 
IV above). Regulation 744/2008 of 24 July 2008 setting out these measures is based above all on 
temporary derogations from the rules of the European Fisheries Fund and will remain in force 
until 31 December 2010.

 Outermost regions

The Community’s ‘outermost regions’ - that include, in accordance with Article 299(2) of the 
EC Treaty, the Azores, Madeira, the Canary Islands and the French overseas departments - have 
been paid particular attention by the Committee on Fisheries in the sixth parliamentary term. In 
the period 2004-2009, the Committee on Fisheries drew up two legislative reports specifically 
concerning fishing in these regions, as well as two opinions for the Committee on Regional 
Development in connection with two own-initiative reports drawn up by that committee (see 
annex 5 and the REGI Committee reports A6-0246/2005 and A6-0158/2008, rapporteurs for 
the opinions Duarte FREITAS - PPE-DE, PT and Pedro GUERREIRO - GUE/NGL, PT). 

Two committee delegations also travelled to two of these regions: Martinique in 2007 and 
Madeira in 2008 (see annex 9).
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On 26 April 2007, the EP adopted, by a large majority, its legislative resolution (A6-0083/2007, 
rapporteur Duarte FREITAS - PPE-DE, PT), approving, with amendments, the proposal for a 
Council regulation introducing a scheme to compensate for the additional costs incurred in 
the marketing of certain fishery products from the Azores, Madeira, the Canary Islands, and 
the French departments of Guyana and Réunion from 2007 to 2013 (extension of the 
compensation scheme originally launched in 1992). Whilst upholding the distribution key 
between the Member States, the EP resolution proposed increasing the annual financial 
allocation by EUR 2 million, bringing it up from EUR 15 million to around EUR 17 million. 
This increase was made in order to take account of the rise in transport costs and related 
expenses as a result of the sharp increase in oil prices in 2003, which had added to the extra costs 
arising from remoteness. The EP reiterated that the scheme introduced should not be based only 
on transport costs and should not be restricted to 75% of these costs. In particular, it should be 
possible for compensation to be granted for products used in processing fishery products, 
provided that it did not overlap with other Community aid - this would apply, for example, to oil, 
salt and other ingredients used in fish processing. The EP also introduced more detailed 
requirements as regards the rules on traceability to ensure that only legal fishery products could 
benefit from compensation. 

On 21 October 2008 Parliament approved, with amendments, the proposal for a Council 
regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 639/2004 on the management of fishing 
fleets registered in the Community outermost regions (A6-0388/2008, rapporteur Pedro 
GUERREIRO - GUE/NGL, PT). Given that the fleet in the outermost regions is largely made up 
of ageing vessels, dating back more than 30 years in some cases, the EP took the view that it was 
vital to ensure Community support for those fleets’ renewal and modernisation, especially for the 
artisanal fleet, in order to improve the conditions for the conservation of fish stocks and 
fishermen’s working and safety conditions in these regions. The EP considered that the specific 
measures laid down by the regulation should take account of the particular needs of the fisheries 
sector in these regions. The EP also proposed setting a more realistic deadline for achieving the 
results sought by the Commission proposal. In view of limited shipyard capacity, the extension 
up to 31 December 2009 initially proposed did not appear sufficient and a three-year extension 
(31 December 2008 – 31 December 2011) was therefore proposed. The deadline proposed by 
Parliament was incorporated into Council Regulation 1207/2008 of 28 November 2008.

VI. Common organisation of the markets (COM) in fishery and 
aquaculture products

The European Parliament gave its opinion on several occasions in the course of the 
parliamentary term on problems linked to the common organisation of the market (COM) in 
fishery and aquaculture products, chiefly in its non-legislative resolutions of 28 September 2006
on improving the economic situation in the fishing industry and 19 June 2008 on the crisis in the 
fisheries sector caused by rising fuel prices (see section IV above). On 12 December 2007 the EP 
adopted a non-legislative resolution specifically concerning the COM in the fisheries and 
aquaculture products sector (A6-0467/2007, rapporteur: Pedro GUERREIRO - GUE/NGL, 
PT).

In this resolution the EP took the view that it was necessary to carry out an ambitious reform of 
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the COM in fishery products in order to boost its contribution to guaranteeing earnings in the 
sector, ensuring market stability, improving the marketing of fisheries products and increasing 
the value added generated. In particular, the resolution stressed that the contribution made by the 
COM in fisheries products to the sector had fallen, particularly since the 2002 reform, and 
considered that the reversal of this trend, notably through a significant reinforcement of financial 
resources, must be one of the main objectives of a future revision of the COM in fisheries 
products. The EP took the view that the COM for fisheries products had not contributed 
sufficiently to raising prices at the initial point of sale, which had stagnated or indeed fallen since 
2002, or to the fairer distribution of value added along the value chain. The EP drew attention to 
the fact that the structural funds should contribute to the modernisation and creation of support 
infrastructure for producers in the context of production and marketing, such as units for 
refrigeration, processing, transport and marketing/distribution. The EP also called on the 
Commission to speed up the process of ecological certification for fishery products (see section 
III above), in order to allow healthy and fair competition between the various economic agents 
both within and outside the EU. The Commission was called upon to evaluate the impact of 
imports on prices at first sale and to take a firmer line in its evaluation of external trade relations, 
especially when activating WTO safeguard measures. The EP also considered it essential to 
apply the same rules and requirements to imported fishery products marketed in the internal 
market as apply to Community fisheries products.

The Committee on Fisheries held a public hearing on 5 November 2008 on one of the basic 
elements of the COM, producers’ organisations, with the participation of six invited speakers 
representing various organisations along with a representative of the EAPO (European 
Association of Fish Producers Organisations) and the presentation of two external studies, one of 
which dealt with the process of price formation for fishery and aquaculture products (see 
annexes 8, 12 and 14).

The European Commission has announced that it will submit a proposal in November 2009 
for a fresh reform of the COM in the fishery and aquaculture products sector. This reform 
is of particular importance in the context of the development of Community and world markets 
and the major social and economic crisis that is affecting the sector. It might be pointed out that 
an external evaluation study requested by the Commission on the COM for fishery and 
aquaculture products was recently published (study available on the Commission website 
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/publications/studies_reports_en.htm). The Commission had 
also announced in July 2008 that it wished to establish a price monitoring system and encourage 
market measures within the framework of the COM aimed in particular at adapting supply to 
demand, improving product quality and maximising the value of fish at the initial point of sale. 

VII. Towards an integrated maritime policy

On 7 June 2006 the Commission presented its Green Paper entitled ‘Towards a future maritime 
policy for the Union: a European vision for the oceans and seas’ and launched a wide-ranging 
consultation on this new approach. Within the framework of the ‘associated committee’ 
procedure (Rule 47 of the EP’s Rules of Procedure) the Committee on Fisheries, represented by 
its co-rapporteur for the opinion, Struan STEVENSON (PPE-DE, GB), together with the 
committee appointed as the committee responsible (Committee on Transport and Tourism), took 
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part in a working party that brought together all the committees concerned (the TRAN, PECH, 
ENVI, REGI and ITRE Committees) in order to form a consensus on the final report (TRAN A6-
0235/2007). A joint public hearing was held on 20 March 2007, with the participation of 
representatives and experts from the various sectors. The opinion of the Committee on Fisheries 
was adopted on 22 May 2007.

In its non-legislative resolution of 15 June 2007, ‘Towards a future maritime policy for the 
Union: a European vision for the oceans and seas’, the EP declared itself in favour of a 
maritime policy which called for the integration of policies, actions and decisions relating to 
maritime affairs and which promoted better coordination, more openness and increased 
cooperation between all players whose actions have an impact on Europe’s oceans and seas. It 
noted that, given that fisheries is a highly regulated economic sector, measures must be adopted 
that will ensure that these regulations translate into good practice and good results. It also took 
the view that, in order to guarantee sustainability, account needs to be taken of many factors that 
have an impact on the state of fishery resources, such as climate change, predators, pollution, oil 
and gas exploration and drilling, maritime wind farms and sand and gravel extraction. The EP 
gave its opinion on a wide range of matters in this resolution, including coastal policy and 
coastal zone management, the creation of protected marine areas, the interpretation of the 
maximum sustainable yield (MSY) principle, the fight against discards and IUU fishing, a 
programme for the mapping/spatial planning of Community waters, the sustainable development 
of aquaculture and the financing of maritime policy. 

On 3 April 2008 the Committee on Fisheries adopted a second opinion (rapporteur Pedro 
GUERREIRO - GUE/NGL, PT) for the Committee on Transport as part of that committee’s 
own-initiative report in connection with a fresh Commission communication on an integrated 
maritime policy for the European Union (TRAN report A6- 0163/2008).

In its most recent resolution of 2 September 2008 on fisheries and aquaculture in the context 
of integrated coastal zone management in Europe, the EP took the view, through the own-
initiative report of the Committee on Fisheries (A6-0286/2008, rapporteur Ioannis 
GKLAVAKIS, PPE-DE, GR), that the fishery and aquaculture sectors should be included in a 
cross-cutting approach to all maritime activities taking place in coastal zones and that their 
representatives should be involved in activities linked to the sustainable development of these 
areas, particularly in the transnational maritime clusters.

The action plan drawn up by the Commission in relation to the integrated maritime policy lists a 
large number of initiatives, including a roadmap towards maritime spatial planning by the 
Member States, a European network of maritime clusters, a European network for marine 
research and a European network for maritime surveillance. Integrating the CFP into the overall 
context of this policy is one of the topics at the heart of the debate on the future reform of the 
CFP (see also sections XI and XIV below).

VIII. Governance

The regional advisory councils (RACs) were provided for as part of the reform of the CFP 
adopted in December 2002, and their legal framework was established in Articles 31 and 32 of 
the basic Council Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002. They were set up so that the CFP could 
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benefit from the knowledge and experience of fishermen and other stakeholders and take account 
of the various situations that exist in Community waters. At the end of the fifth parliamentary 
term the EP delivered an opinion on the proposal for a Council decision establishing RACs under 
the common fisheries policy (Decision 2004/585/EC) in its resolution of 1 April 2004 (A5-
0167/2004, rapporteur: Sean Ó NEACHTAIN - UEN, IRL).

During the sixth parliamentary term the EP adopted two resolutions dealing more specifically 
with RACs, but references to the significant role played by these advisory bodies are to be found 
in many other resolutions, both legislation and non-legislative. The first specific resolution is 
dated 26 April 2007 (A6-0078/07, rapporteur: Elspeth ATTWOOLL - ALDE, GB) and 
approves the proposal for a Council decision amending Decision 2004/585/EC so that RACs
are considered as bodies pursuing an aim of general European interest, which means that they 
benefit from permanent funding that would no longer be paid on a degressive basis. The second 
EP resolution is dated 24 April 2009 and is entitled ‘Governance within the CFP: the 
European Parliament, the regional advisory councils and other actors’ (A6-0187/2009, 
rapporteur: Elspeth ATTWOOLL - ALDE, GB). It takes account in particular of the 
Commission communication of June 2008 on the implementation of the 2004 decision and the 
functioning of the RACs. The EP stressed the importance of the RAC's role and called for 
measures to be taken to increase their visibility, to improve their access to scientific opinions, 
participation in the consultation process and follow-up to their recommendations, and to ensure 
appropriate funding. The EP also took the view that the future reform of the CFP should take full 
advantage of the consolidation of RACs to bring about increased decentralisation of the CFP, so 
that the common measures adopted could be applied in the different zones in line with the 
specific characteristics of different fisheries and fishing conditions. In the resolution of 24 April 
2009 the EP requested its Committee on Fisheries to strengthen its links with the RACs and their 
activities, and it will fall to the future committee that is constituted in July 2009 to act on this 
request.

The resolution of 24 April 2009 also mentions the role of the AFCA (Advisory Committee on 
Fisheries and Aquaculture) which perform 'an advisory role extending to the CFP as a whole' 
covering 'the entire Community area', whilst 'the role of RACs is to give specialised advice 
within their spheres of influence'.

In this resolution the EP also reaffirmed its requests for greater involvement in the definition, 
monitoring and development of the CFP, in particular through the attendance of members of its 
Committee on Fisheries, as observers, at meetings of the Council of Fisheries Ministers and at 
meetings of the joint committees set up under fisheries partnership agreements.

The role of governance in the context of the simplification of the CFP  was underlined in the  
non-legislative EP resolution of 6 September 2006 on the action plan for simplifying and 
improving the CFP (A6-0228/2006, rapporteur: Philippe MORILLON - ALDE, FR). 

This topic is also of crucial importance in the context of the new Union maritime and integrated 
coastal zone management policy (see section VII above). Improved communication between 
scientists, decision-makers and stakeholders is a further aspect of governance to which the EP 
has paid particular attention (see section IX below).
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IX. International fisheries relations

 Bilateral agreements with third countries

The international fisheries agreements linking the Community with third countries are of crucial 
importance, given that the total catch by the Community fleet in these waters accounts for more 
than 30% of consumption in the Union, generating a turnover in excess of EUR 1 billion. The 
Community's seagoing fleet, meanwhile, is the source of thousands of jobs, both on the fishing 
vessels themselves and in the fisheries-dependent coastal regions. It is estimated that for each 
person directly employed in the sector there are at least five indirectly employed, in the 
processing sector or in other fisheries-related activities. 

The 2002 reform of the CFP led to a transition from traditional fisheries agreements to a more 
comprehensive and cooperative approach under the current fisheries partnership agreements 
(FPAs). Along with providing access to EU vessels, present FPAs seek to strengthen partner 
countries' capacity to ensure sustainable fisheries in their own waters (see in this connection the 
opinion of the Committee on Fisheries of 27 March 2008 – rapporteur for the opinion FRAGA
ESTÉVEZ (PPE-DE, ES) - for the DEVE committee's own-initiative report A6-0137/2008).

Over this parliamentary term, virtually all the fishing protocols in force have been renewed. In 
addition, existing agreements have gradually been replaced with partnership agreements 
following the new approach introduced by the 2002 reform (annex 4.4 contains the references for 
the EP's resolutions on this subject during the sixth parliamentary term).

The ‘gentlemen's agreement’ signed in 2006 between the Commission's DG Fisheries and the 
Committee on Fisheries (see annex 11.1) made it possible to improve the information forwarded 
to Parliament in both quantitative and qualitative terms. A Commission representative attended 
committee meetings around every two months in order to provide the latest information on 
current negotiations and the main problems to be overcome, as well as other matters of interest to 
rapporteurs and other members. Evaluation reports and minutes of meetings of joint committees 
monitoring fisheries agreements are now regularly forwarded to the EP for information.

Nevertheless, further progress still needs to be made on improving the interinstitutional 
procedure in relation to fisheries agreements. Problems linked in particular to late referral 
remain, and all too often the EP is obliged to work under pressure to deliver its opinion within 
very tight deadlines. The European Parliament has repeatedly requested that members of the 
Committee on Fisheries should be included in the joint committees set up to monitor agreements. 
The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty will bring about closer interinstitutional cooperation 
that should, in particular, help Parliament gain prompt access to all information relating to 
fisheries agreements, including during the periods when protocols are being negotiated (see also 
section XIII below).
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 Multilateral agreements - regional fisheries management organisations (RFMOs)

These agreements aim to strengthen regional cooperation to guarantee the conservation and 
sustainable exploitation of fishery resources on the high seas and of straddling stocks. 
Importantly, they also aim to deter illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

The European Union played a major role in the course of the parliamentary term as a driving 
force in these organisations, encouraging the strengthening of their management mechanisms 
and seeking to play an active part in all the current organisations, both sectoral organisations and 
those dealing with a particular geographical area. One of Parliament's priorities is the adoption 
by the RFMOs of uniform action plans to combat IUU fishing by vessels flying flags of 
convenience.

Parliament delivered opinions during the parliamentary term on the transposition into 
Community law of various decisions and recommendations taken within regional fisheries 
organisations (see annex 4.5). 

The EP is calling for more effective and faster action to transpose the decisions taken within 
RFMOs into Community law. In its resolutions, it also called on the Commission and Council to 
inform Parliament in good time about the matters dealt with in the decision-making bodies of 
regional fisheries organisations that entail legal obligations for the Community, this being 
essential if it is to participate effectively in the decision-making process.

In the course of the sixth parliamentary term, Parliament gave its assent, on 27 April 2006, to the 
conclusion of the Convention for the Strengthening of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (A6-0070/06, rapporteur: Duarte FREITAS - PPE-DE, PT). It also 
unsuccessfully called for a change in the legal basis - from the consultation to the assent 
procedure – for the proposal for a decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the EC, of the 
Southern Indian Ocean fisheries agreement (legislative resolution of 2 September 2008 (A6-
315/2008, rapporteur Philippe MORILLON - ALDE, FR). On 22 December 2008 the EP 
brought an action against the Council (Case C-566/08) seeking the annulment of its decision 
2008/780/EC of 29 September 2008, on the grounds that this decision should have been adopted 
under the procedure that provides for Parliament to give its assent. Parliament takes the view 
that, in establishing cooperation procedures, the above agreement creates a specific institutional 
framework and the legal basis applicable is therefore that laid down in Article 37 of the EC 
Treaty, in conjunction with the first sentence of the first subparagraph of Article 300(2) and the 
second subparagraph of Article 300(3) of the EC Treaty.

X. Research and data collection

The systematic collection of reliable basic data on fisheries is the cornerstone of evaluating fish 
stocks and of scientific opinions and plays an important role in implementing the CFP. 

The reliability of scientific and technical opinions is one of the recurring problems raised by 
fisheries sector representatives at the many meetings and hearings held by the Committee on 
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Fisheries. People working in the sector very often express total disagreement with, if not outright 
opposition to, the scientific evaluations of fish stocks on which the Commission bases its 
technical measures.

In adopting the legislation resolution of 13 November 2007 (rapport A6-0407/2007, rapporteur 
Paulo CASACA - PSE, PT), the EP amended, under the consultation procedure, the proposal
for a regulation on establishing a Community framework for the collection, management and 
use of data in the fisheries sector and supporting scientific opinions on the common fisheries 
policy. This regulation lays down rules on: (i) the collection and management, in the framework 
of multiannual programmes, of biological, technical, environmental and socio-economic data 
concerning the fisheries sector; (ii) the use, in the framework of the common fisheries policy, of 
data concerning the fisheries sector for the purpose of scientific analysis. The regulation also 
contains provisions aimed at improving the scientific advice needed for the implementation of 
the CFP.

Even though the consultation procedure (Article 37) normally applies in the framework of the 
CFP, it is the codecision procedure that applies in relation to the drawing-up of statistics, in 
accordance with Article 285 of the EC Treaty. In the sixth parliamentary term the EP generally 
approved, under the codecison procedure and with certain amendments, the proposal for a 
regulation on the submission of statistical data on landings of fishery products in Member 
States (position adopted at first reading on 15 June 2006 (A6-0169/2006, rapporteur: Philippe 
MORILLON - ALDE, FR) and the resolution on the Council common position adopted on 12 
December 2006 (A6-0400/06)). Regulation EC/1921/2006 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the submission of statistical data on landings of fishery products in Member States 
and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 1382/91 came into force on 19 January 2007. It 
stipulates that Member States are to submit harmonised data on the quantity and value of 
landings on their territory so that an analysis can be made of the market for fishery products, as 
well as more general economic analyses of the situation in relation to fisheries. On 31 January 
2008 the EP adopted, at first reading under the codecision procedure, a legislation resolution 
on the proposal for a regulation on the submission by Member Staes of statistics on 
aquaculture. The text adopted in plenary was the outcome of an agreement negotiated with the 
Council on the basis of the report A6-0001/2008 (rapporteur: Philippe MORILLON - ALDE, 
FR). The adoption of the regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 9 July 
2008 will in principle make it possible to obtain improved statistical data on all aquaculture 
activities carried out on the territory of the Member States. The Committee on Fisheries also 
adopted three opinions for the Committee on Legal Affairs regarding three proposals for the 
recasting of regulations on the submission of statistics on fisheries (Regulations of the European 
Parliament and of the Council Nos 216/2009, 217/2009 and 218/2009 of 11 March 2009). All the 
above regulations introduce the new comitology procedure known as the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny for 'quasi-legislative measures', which Parliament may oppose under certain 
conditions.

On 19 February 2009, the EP adopted a non-legislative resolution on applied research 
relating to the common fisheries policy (A6-0016/2009, rapporteur: Rosa MIGUÉLEZ 
RAMOS - PSE, ES) - the resolution called on the Commission to review the Seventh 
Framework Programme when the mid-term evaluation is carried out, scheduled for 2010, paying 
greater attention to the specific problems of fisheries and aquaculture. The EP stressed that, in 
order to ensure the effective implementation of the CFP, specific programmes need to be put in 
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place in the field of applied research, and their funding ensured through an adequate budget 
allocation. Parliament recommended that, in the field of marine scientific research, priority be 
given not only to research to gain knowledge of the state of fish stocks but also to the eco-
systemic, commercial, economic and social aspects that determine fisheries management, since 
all these aspects are of crucial importance. The EP urged the Commission to promote the 
creation of a stable European network, based on the existing physical infrastructure in the 
Member States and geared to the observation of and collection of data on the marine 
environment, that would facilitate the exchange of information between operators in the sector 
and European research bodies and would maintain the EU in a position of excellence. 

A public conference on the topic 'A stronger dialogue between scientists and fishermen for a 
renovated common fisheries policy' was held in the Committee on Fisheries on 9 September 
2008 (see annexes 8, 13 and 14). The aim of this conference was to intensify the dialogue 
between scientists, fishermen, political authorities and administrations with regard to the 
drawing-up and implementation of measures taken under the common fisheries policy. Noting 
the clear conflict of interests between fishermen and scientists in the short term (whereas their 
long-term objectives are more compatible), members invited the Commission to encourage 
closer cooperation between fishermen and scientists, to gather specific information on the way in 
which the dialogue between scientists and fishermen currently operates in the various Member 
States and to list best practices. All participants agreed that it was essential to point out and 
better communicate to fishermen that it was in their interest to take into account the economic 
benefit that they could expect in the medium or long term, when assessing the economic loss that 
they might incur in the short term.

XI. Budgetary aspects 

The Community budget is the main source of public funding for the fishing industry, with 
transfers amounting to EUR 1 billion per year. Activity-based budgeting has been in place since 
2004, i.e. since all the budget lines relating to fisheries have been brought together under the 
same heading (Title 11 - Maritime affairs and fisheries).

The sixth parliamentary term was marked by the creation of the European Fisheries Fund, which 
changed the structure of the fisheries budget (see section V above), and by the fixing of the 
financial perspective for the period 2007-2013.

 Financial perspective for the period 2007-2013

The Interinstitutional Agreement on Budgetary Discipline and Sound Financial Management,
signed between the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission on 17 May 2006, sets 
out the financial framework for the years 2007-2013 with the aim of putting budgetary discipline 
into practice. The agreement also aims to improve the conduct of the annual budgetary 
procedure, as well as interinstitutional cooperation in relation to the budget.

In its opinion for the Temporary Committee on Policy Challenges and Budgetary Means of 
the Enlarged Union 2007-2013 (A6-0153/2005, non-legislative resolution of 8 June 2005), the 
Committee on Fisheries (rapporteur Paulo CASACA - PSE, PT) took the view that the final 
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amount of the appropriations set aside for the common fisheries policy under heading 2, i.e. 
EUR 7.9 billion for the period 2007-2013, with an annual increase of 3%, rising from EUR 
909 million in 2006 to 1.125 million in 2013 – is unacceptable as it does not take into account 
either the new Member States' needs or those of a Europe of 25; it took the view that the reform 
of the CFP, based on sustainable development, cannot take place without the necessary funding.

 EP amendments 

Fisheries policy has evolved over the five years of the current parliamentary term. Since the 
reform was introduced, budgetary opinions have contained proposals aimed at improving its
implementation.

For the 2005 budget, Parliament stressed the importance of providing a sufficient amount to 
prepare for the establishment of the Fisheries Control Agency. In 2005, Parliament focused on 
strengthening the dialogue with the industry and all those concerned by the common fisheries 
policy, which had become a priority in the light of the policy's reform. In 2006, Parliament called 
for appropriate funding for the European Fisheries Fund. In 2007, Parliament gave its opinion on 
maintaining the percentage earmarked for fisheries research. In 2008, Parliament proposed 
increasing the appropriations to support the management of fishery resources (gathering basic 
data).

Parliament also stressed the importance of inshore fishing. It regularly called for appropriate 
funding in order to respond to the needs of enlargement, improved monitoring and surveillance, 
more balanced international fisheries agreements, greater support for the outermost regions and 
research aimed at finding new sustainable techniques, including in aquaculture. Parliament was 
also in favour of increased cooperation with regional fisheries organisations in the decision-
making process.

 Pilot projects and preparatory actions

In 2007, Parliament introduced the 'maritime policy' preparatory action with EUR 6.5 million 
for two years. This appropriation was designed to cover the necessary research so that the 
emerging maritime policy could be based on a solid collection of facts and analyses, even though 
shortcomings may remain, since such information is needed with a view to impact assessments 
and preparatory work for future political decisions. This applies in particular to socio-economic 
and legal matters relating to maritime affairs.

To this end, three cross-cutting areas were defined with a view to possible future action: 
maritime spatial planning, the integration and convergence of data-collecting systems for the 
marine environment and maritime surveillance. This appropriation was also to be used to cover 
expenses relating to feasibility studies with a view to drawing up future proposals in these areas.

In 2007, a pilot project entitled 'Networking and best practices in maritime policy' was also 
introduced with a sum of EUR 4 million. This appropriation was intended to promote pilot 
projects aimed at integrating different maritime surveillance systems, gathering scientific data on 
the sea and generalising networks and best practice in the field of maritime policy and coastal 
management.
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In 2008, Parliament introduced a fresh preparatory action entitled 'Fisheries market price 
observatory' with EUR 4 million. This appropriation was intended to finance the creation of a 
system to monitor and analyse the formation of prices, together with an evaluation procedure for 
fishery and aquaculture products.

XII. Interinstitutional relations

Relations with the European Commission and the Commissioner remained at a satisfactory 
level throughout the parliamentary term. It might be pointed out that the directorate-general 
responsible in the Commission (formerly DG FISH, renamed DG MARE, Directorate-General 
for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries) underwent a far-reaching reorganisation in 2008. The 
Commissioner and Director-General of the DG responsible regularly played an active part in 
several committee meetings. Since 2006 a 'gentlemen's agreement' concerning regular 
information on fisheries agreements has been in force (see Annex 11.1). Nonetheless, the 
interinstitutional procedure in relation to fisheries agreements could still be improved. The 
problems linked in particular to late consultation have persisted and all too often the EP has been 
forced to work under pressure with very tight deadlines to deliver its opinion. The EP has 
repeatedly called for members of the Committee on Fisheries to be included in the joint 
committees set up to monitor the agreements. The entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon will 
entail closer interinstitutional cooperation which should, in particular, help Parliament gain 
timely access to information on fisheries agreements, including at the stage when protocols are 
being negotiated, as well as information on the preparation and monitoring of RFMO meetings.

Members of the Committee on Fisheries were able to attend certain RFMO meetings as 
observers, forming part of the EC delegations (see Annex 10). Up to now, however, they have 
had no access to internal meetings of the EC delegations. It might be pointed out that the 
Commission, since 2008 and at the request of the French Presidency, has been submitting 
proposals for Council decisions on the Community positions to be taken within RFMOs where 
those organisations are called upon to adopt decisions having legal effects, pursuant to Article 
300(2), second subparagraph of the EC Treaty. 

The Council Presidencies-in-Office regularly came before the committee to outline their 
programmes and reply to members' questions. Two significant instances of excellent cooperation 
with the Council might be highlighted in 2008: the holding of the Conference of 9 September 
2008 on 'A stronger dialogue between scientists and fishermen for a renovated common fisheries 
policy', in cooperation with the French Presidency, and the invitation for the Chair of the 
Committee on Fisheries to attend the Ministerial Conference on the future reform of the CFP 
organised by the French Presidency, when he was able to play an active part by outlining 
Parliament's positions. In 2007, during the Portuguese Presidency, the EP Committee on 
Fisheries was also invited to play an active part in the Ministerial Conference on illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing, held in Lisbon on 29 October 2007. In its resolution of 24 
April 2009 on governance within the CFP, the EP called for members of the Committee on 
Fisheries to be granted observer status at meetings of the Council of Fisheries Ministers (see 
Annex 11.4). 
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The Executive Director of the Community Fisheries Control Agency attended several 
committee meetings to outline the Agency's programmes and activities, and he played an active 
part in the ensuing exchanges of views. 

XIII. The Treaty of Lisbon and the CFP

The Committee on Fisheries adopted an opinion on 28 May 2008 (rapporteur: Rosa 
MIGUÉLEZ RAMOS - PSE, ES) for the Committee on Constitutional Affairs in the context of 
the latter committee's report on the consequences of the implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon
(AFCO report A6-0145/2009, EP resolution of 7 May 2009).

The Treaty of Lisbon heralds, for the common fisheries policy (CFP) a far-reaching change in 
the decision-making system, with Parliament, from its entry into force, ceasing to be a mere 
consultative institution and becoming, in general terms, a legislative body with shared powers of 
decision on an equal footing with the Council. In this new scenario, Parliament and the Council, 
acting in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure (the co-decision procedure), will 
establish the provisions necessary for the pursuit of the objectives of the CFP (Article 43(2) of 
the Treaty on the functioning of the Union (TFEU)).

Article 43(3) of the TFEU determines, for its part, that the setting and distribution of catch 
possibilities (total allowable catches and quotas) between Member States will remain the 
exclusive competence of the Council, with Parliament's participation in this area not being 
required.

Any other subject formally included in the annual regulation other than the setting of catch 
possibilities and distribution of quotas, such as those relating to technical measures or fishing 
effort, or the transposition into Community law of agreements adopted within the regional 
fisheries organisations (RFOs), which have their own legal basis, should be subject to the 
ordinary legislative procedure.

Environmental protection is generally a matter of shared competence. The Committee on 
Fisheries, in its opinion, therefore called for clarification of the term 'marine biological resources' 
used in Article 3 of the TFEU and of the circumstances in which their conservation is 'under the 
common fisheries policy', in order that the scope of the exclusive competence may be better 
identified.

With regard to the national fisheries agreements, the main innovation is the procedure for their 
conclusion, since the new Treaty clearly states that such agreements will have to be approved by 
Parliament before being concluded by the Council. In practice, this right of veto will extend and 
improve, from Parliament's point of view, the provisions currently applicable as regards assent, 
which relate only to agreements having significant budgetary implications or involving the 
creation of a specific institutional framework.

Whatever becomes of the Treaty of Lisbon and these new rules, the EP’s Committee on Fisheries 
believes that the processes of negotiating and concluding such agreements need to be revised. 
Parliament should receive precise information from the Commission during the negotiations on 
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agreements. Parliament should also attend meetings of the joint committees provided for under 
fisheries agreements as an observer, and this possibility should be reflected in the 
interinstitutional agreement (see also the EP resolution of 7 May 2009 on Parliament’s new 
role and responsibilities in implementing the Treaty of Lisbon, in particular paragraphs 32, 
46, 59 and 79).

XIV. Health check and future reform of the CFP

The last reform of the common fisheries policy (CFP) took place at the end of 2002. The main 
principles of this reform are contained in Regulation 2371/2002 of 20 December 2002. That 
regulation stipulates that the operation of the common fisheries policy should be evaluated in 
2012 with a view to adapting it to changes in the sector.

The Commission has recently launched the procedure for consulting all the sectors concerned by 
fisheries (fishermen, processing industry, sectors upstream and downstream and public 
administrations). It published a working document as a basis for discussion at the informal 
Council meeting of 29 September 2008, and a study document aimed at making the CFP more 
effective, guaranteeing the economic viability of the European fleet, preserving fish stocks, 
integrating the CFP into maritime policy and providing food for consumers. On 22 April 2009 
the Commission adopted a Green Paper on the future of the CFP, which was presented at the 
Committee on Fisheries meeting of 30 April 2009, the last meeting of the parliamentary term.

The Committee on Fisheries has also started work on analysing the operation of the CFP in 
recent years and studying the questions to be addressed in the context of the fresh reforms 
scheduled for 2013.

The Committee on Fisheries looked into certain aspects of the subjects to be debated, some of 
them rather controversial, in a number of its own-initiative reports adopted during the sixth 
parliamentary term, and in the various hearings, studies and workshops organised in preparation 
for these reports (e.g. the FRAGA ESTEVEZ report  A6-298/2007) on the implementation of 
sustainable fishing in the EU on the basis of maximum sustainable yield - MSY, the 
ATTWOOLL report A6-0060/2008 on rights-based management tools in fisheries and the 
GUERREIRO report A6-0485/2008 on the ecosystem approach - see section III above).

On 10 February 2009 a public hearing was held on this subject (see annexes 8 and 14) by the 
Committee on Fisheries, with the participation of representatives of various regional advisory 
councils (RACs) - RAC for the North Sea, RAC for south-western waters, RAC for the distant-
water fishing fleet - and representatives from the national administrations of some of the 
Member States (Denmark, Spain, France, Italy, Portugal, United Kingdom).

The debate between participants and members highlighted the main issues to be focused on by 
the reform: adapting the size of the fleet in line with the state of resources to guarantee 
sustainable fishing; adopting structural and financial support measures to guarantee the sector’s 
viability; balancing growing regionalisation, in order better to adapt fisheries to the specific 
features of each geographical area, and the application of clear uniform rules that ensure equal 
treatment for all fishermen; reaching agreement on a satisfactory solution to the problem of 
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discards, which represent a shameful waste of food resources; revising fleet management 
schemes to bring them into line with the variable state of resources, either through total 
allowable catches (TACs) and quotas or on the basis of fishing effort, or through other 
management schemes; and strengthening the role of aquaculture in the CFP in view of its 
growing importance in supplying the market. 

A long-awaited Commission communication on ‘a new impetus for the strategy for the 
sustainable development of European aquaculture’ was published on 8 April 2009. The 
Committee on Fisheries also held a public hearing on this subject on 27 March 2008. 

According to the recently published Green Paper, the Commission will sum up the debate by the 
first half of 2010 and produce conclusions on the direction of the CFP reform. An impact 
assessment will then be conducted and after further consultations with stakeholders, the 
Commission will draft a proposal for a new basic regulation which will be presented to the 
Council and Parliament together with all other legal base proposals in the context of the new 
financial framework that is to come into force in 2013.
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ANNEXES

Annex 1 - Statistics on committee activities 2004 - 2009

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Total
Members 35 35 35 37 37 37
Meetings 6 16 14 17 16 6 75
Hearings/Conferences 1 5 3 4 3/1 1 18
Delegations 0 4 5 7 6 1 23
Reports * 6 20 29 22 16 8 101
Of which own-initiative 
reports*

0 3 7 4 5 3 22

Opinions 2 7 4 5 10 28

* adopted in committee in the year indicated.

Annex 2 - Composition of the committee

2004 - 2007
Bureau

Philippe Morillon, Chair (ALDE), FR
Rosa Miguélez Ramos, 1st Vice-Chair (PSE), ES
Antonio De Poli, 2nd Vice-Chair (PPE-DE), IT

Philippe De Villiers, 3rd Vice-Chair (IND/DEM), FR

MEMBERS* (35) SUBSTITUTES* (19)
ALLISTER James Hugh GR NI
ARNAOUTAKIS Stavros GR PSE
ATTWOOLL Elspeth GB ALDE
AUBERT Marie-Hélène FR Verts/ALE
BUSK Niels DK ALDE
CAPOULAS SANTOS Luís PT PSE
CAROLLO Giorgio IT PPE-DE
CASA David MT PPE-DE
CASACA Paulo PT PSE
CHMIELEWSKI Zdzislaw PL PPE
D'ALEMA Massimo IT PSE
DE POLI Antonio IT PPE-DE
DE VILLIERS Philippe FR IND/DEM
FRAGA ESTÉVEZ Carmen ES PPE-DE
GKLAVAKIS Ioannis GR PPE-DE
GOMOLKA Alfred DE PPE-DE
HUDGHTON Ian Stewart GB Verts/ALE
JARZEMBOWSKI Georg DE PPE-DE
KINDERMANN Heinz DE PSE
MAAT Albert Jan NL PPE-DE
MEYER PLEITE Willy ES GUE/NGL
MIGUÉLEZ RAMOS Rosa ES PSE
MORILLON Philippe FR ALDE
MUSUMECI Sebastiano (Nello) IT UEN
O'NEACHTAIN Sean IRL UEN
PARISH Neil GB PPE-DE
PIECYK Willi DE PSE
POIGNANT Bernard FR PSE
RIBEIRO Sérgio PT GUE/NGL
SALINAS GARCÍA María Isabel ES PSE
STERCKX Dirk BE ALDE
STEVENSON Struan GB PPE-DE
STIHLER Catherine GB PSE
SUDRE Margie FR PPE-DE
VARELA Daniel ES PPE-DE

AYLWARD Liam IRL UEN
BÖGE Reimer D PPE-DE
COSTA Paolo IT ALDE
COVENEY Simon IRL PPE-DE
CROWLEY Brian IRL UEN
FARAGE Nigel Paul GB IND/DEM
FAVA Giovanni Claudio IT PSE
FREITAS Duarte PT PPE-DE
GLATTFELDER Béla H PPE-DE
GUELLEC Ambroise F PPE-DE
KLAMT Ewa D PPE-DE
KRISTENSEN Henrik Dam DA PSE
LANG Carl FR NI
LOMBARDO Raffaele IT PPE-DE
MUSOTTO Francesco IT PPE-DE
NICHOLSON James UK PPE-DE
SCHLYTER Carl SV Verts/ALE
SIEKIERSKI Czeslaw Adam PL PPE:DE
TRÜPEL Helga DE Verts/ALE

* Position at July 2004



DV\784020EN.doc PE423.984

EN EN

2007 - 2009
Bureau

Philippe Morillon, Chair (ALDE), FR
Rosa Miguélez Ramos, 1st Vice-Chair (PSE), ES

Avril Doyle, 2nd Vice-Chair (PPE-DE), EN
Elspeth Attwool, 3rd Vice-Chair (ALDE), EN

Pedro Guerreiro, 3rd Vice-Chair (GUE/NGL), PT

MEMBERS* (37) SUBSTITUTES* (29)
ALLISTER James Hugh GB NI
ARNAOUTAKIS Stavros EL PSE
ATTWOOLL Elspeth GB ALDE
AUBERT Marie-Hélène FR Verts/ALE
BAUTISTA Daniel ES PPE-DE
BRAGHETTO Iles IT PPE-DE
BUSK Niels DA ALDE
CAPOULAS SANTOS Luís PT PSE
CASA David MT PPE-DE
CASACA Paulo PT PSE
CHMIELEWSKI Zdzislaw PL PPE-DE
DOYLE Avril IRL PPE-DE
FERNANDES Emanuel Jardim PT PSE
FRAGA ESTÉVEZ Carmen ES PPE-DE
FREITAS Duarte PT PPE-DE
GKLAVAKIS Ioannis EL PPE-DE
GOMOLKA Alfred DE PPE-DE
GOUDIN Hélène SV IND/DEM
GUERREIRO Pedro PT GUE/NGL
HANNAN Daniel EN NI
HUDGHTON Ian Stewart GB Verts/ALE
JARZEMBOWSKI Georg DE PPE-DE
KINDERMANN Heinz DE PSE
MEYER PLEITE Willy ES GUE/NGL
MIGUÉLEZ RAMOS ES PSE
MIKKO Marianne ET PSE
MORILLON Philippe FR ALDE
MUSUMECI Sebastiano (Nello) IT UEN
O'NEACHTAIN Sean IRL UEN
PAGANO Maria Grazia IT PSE
RODUST Ulrike DE PSE
ROMAGNOLI Luca IT NI
STEVENSON Struan GB PPE-DE
STIHLER Catherine GB PSE
SUDRE Margie FR PPE-DE
DE VILLIERS Philippe FR IND/DEM
VISSER Cornelis NL PPE-DE

AITA Vincenzo IT GUE/NGL
AYLWARD Liam IRL UEN
BÖGE Reimer DE PPE-DE
BURKE Colm IRL PPE-DE
CAROLLO Giorgio IT PPE-DE
CHRISTENSEN Ole DK PSE
CORBEY Dorette NL PSE
COSTA Paolo IT ALDE
CROWLEY Brian IRL UEN
DAVIES Chris GB ALDE
DUMITRIU Constantin RO PPE-DE
FARAGE Nigel UK IND/DEM
FAVA Giovanni Claudio IT PSE
GLATTFELDER Béla HU PPE-DE
KLAMT Ewa DE PPE-DE
LANG Carl FR NI
LO CURTO Eleonora IT PPE-DE
MASIP HIDALGO Antonio ES PSE
MULDER Jan NL ALDE
ORTUONDO LARREA Josu ES ALDE
PARISH Neil GB PPE-DE
RIERA MADURELL Teresa ES PSE
ROMEVA I RUEDA Raúl ES Verts/ALE
SALINAS GARCÍA María Isabel ES PSE
SCHLYTER Carl SV Verts/ALE
SIEKIERSKI Czeslaw Adam PL PPE-DE
SINNOTT Kathy IRL IND/DEM
VENTRE Riccardo IT PPE-DE
WISE Thomas UK IND/DEM

* Position at April 2009

Coordinators (2004-2009)*

PPE-DE Carmén Fraga Estévez
PSE: Heinz Kindermann
ALDE: Elspeth Attwooll
Verts/ALE: Ian Stewart Hudghton
GUE/NGL: Pedro Guerreiro

Sérgio Ribeiro*

IND/DEM: Marie Hélène Goudin
Philippe de Villiers*

UEN: Sean O'Neachtain
NI: James Hugh Allister

* Acting and/or having acted* as coordinator during this period (2004-2009).
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Annex 3 - Resolutions adopted by the European Parliament 
(in chronological order)

Rapporteur A6- Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Morillon A6-0001/04 CNS/2004/0071 EC-Mauritius Agreement
(protocol 3/12/2003-
02/12/2007)

15/09/2004

Morillon A6-0002/04 CNS/2004/0070 EC-Madagascar 
Agreement 
(protocol 1/01/2004-
31/12/2006)

15/09/2004

Morillon A6-0003/04 CNS/2004/0058 EC-Cape Verde 
Agreement
(protocol 30/07/2004 -
30/06/2005)

15/09/2004

Morillon A6-0044/04 CNS/2004/0197 Withdrawal from the 
Convention on fisheries 
and the conservation of 
fish stocks in the Baltic 
and Belts 

14/12/2004

Ribeiro A6-0037/04 CNS/2004/0020 Protection of deep-water 
coral reefs from trawling 
in certain areas of the 
Atlantic Ocean

16/12/2004

Morillon A6-0040/04 CNS/2004/0185 EC-Comoros Agreement
(protocol 26/02/2004-
31/12/2004)

16/12/2004

Sudre A6-0019/05 CNS/2004/0179 Catch documentation 
scheme for Dissostichus 
spp.(CCAMLR)

22/02/2005

Attwooll A6-0022/05 CNS/2004/0108 Fisheries control agency 
and control system

23/02/2005

CNS/2005/0005
C6-0036/05

Specific action for 
transfers of vessels to 
countries hit by the 
tsunami in 2004

24/02/2005

Morillon A6-0050/05 CNS/2003/0327 Recovery of sole stocks 
in the Channel and Bay 
of Biscay

14/04/2005

Miguélez A6-0051/05 CNS/2003/0318 Recovery of southern 
hake and Norway lobster 
stocks

14/04/2005

Morillon A6-0113/05 CNS/2004/0213 Financing studies and 
pilot projects in relation 
to the CFP

26/05/2005
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Morillon A6-0114/05 CNS/2004/0211 EC-Ivory Coast 
Agreement
(protocol 1/07/2004-
30/06/2007)

26/05/2005

Fraga A6-0112/05 CNS/2003/0229 Management measures 
for the sustainable 
exploitation of fishery 
resources in the 
Mediterranean

09/06/2005

Freitas A6-0157/05 CNS/2004/0268 International Dolphin 
Conservation Programme 
(AIDCP)

09/06/2005

Kristensen A6-0116/05 CNS/2004/0640 Rebuilding plan for 
Greenland halibut

23/06/2005

Casa A6-0217/05 CNS/2004/0169 European Fisheries Fund 06/07/2005
Casaca A6-0238/05 CNS/2004/0252 Electronic recording and 

reporting of fishing 
activities and remote 
sensing

06/09/2005

Fraga A6-0260/05 CNS/2005/0092 EC-Comoros Agreement
(protocol 1/01/2005-
31/12/2010)

27/09/2005

Chmielewski A6-0265/05 CNS/2005/0014 Technical measures for 
the Baltic Sea, the Belts 
and the Sound

13/10/2005

Maat A6-0284/05 INI/2005/2032 Development of a 
Community action plan 
for the recovery of 
European eel stocks

15/11/2005

Fraga A6-0387/05 CNS/2005/0110 Transmission of 
applications for fishing 
licences to third countries 
before expiration of a 
protocol to an agreement 
(amend Regl. 3317/94)

13/12/2005

Casaca A6-0339/05 CNS/2005/0136 Community financial 
contribution towards 
Member States’ fisheries 
control programmes

15/12/2005

Stihler A6-0340/05 CNS/2005/0045 Financial measures to 
implement the CFP and 
Law of the Sea

15/12/2005

Attwooll A6-0341/05 INI/2004/2263 Women’s networks in 
fishing, farming and 
diversification activities

15/12/2005
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Morillon A6-0385/05 CNS/2005/0173 EC-Seychelles Fisheries 
Agreement
(protocol 8/01/2005-
17/01/2011)

15/12/2005

Stihler A6-0016/06 INI/2005/2190 Review of certain access 
restrictions in the CFP 
(Shetland and plaice box)

14/02/2006

Fraga A6-0018/06 CNS/2005/0168 EC-Solomon Islands 
Partnership Agreement

14/02/2006

O'Neachtain A6-0019/06 INI/2004/2199 More environmentally-
friendly fishing methods

15/03/2006

Miguélez A6-0035/06 CNS/2005/0206 EC-Micronesia 
Partnership Agreement

15/03/2006

Braghetto A6-0037/06 CNS/2005/0205 Repeal Regl. 3690/93 on 
minimum information on 
fishing licences

15/03/2006

Guerreiro A6-0066/06 CNS/2005/0229 EC-Mauritania Fisheries 
Agreement
(amend. protocol 2001-
2006)

27/04/2006

Kindermann A6-0067/06 CNS/2005/0154 Veterinary expenditure 27/04/2006
Freitas A6-0070/06 AVC/2005/0137 Convention for the 

strengthening of the 
Inter-American Tropical 
Tuna Commission

27/04/2006

Kindermann A6-0091/06 CNS/2005/0153 Health policy applicable 
to animals and 
aquaculture products

27/04/2006

Freitas A6-0132/06 CNS/2005/0249 Extension of the protocol 
to the fisheries agreement 
with São Tomé and 
Príncipe
(1/08/2001-31/07/2006)

16/05/2006

Guerreiro A6-0133/06 CNS/2005/0262 EC-Angola Fisheries 
Agreement
(denunciation of the 
agreement, derog. Regl. 
2792/1999)

16/05/2006

Maat A6-0140/06 CNS/2005/0201 Recovery of European 
eel stocks

16/05/2006

Varela A6-0163/06 CNS/2005/0280 EC-Morocco Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement

16/05/2006

O'Neachtain A6-0141/06 INI/2004/2264 Inshore fishing and the 
problems of inshore 
fishermen

15/06/2006
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Morillon A6-0169/06 COD/2005/0223 Submission of data on 
landings of fishery 
products in Member 
States

15/06/2006

Morillon A6-0228/06 INI/2006/2053 2006-2008 action plan 
for simplifying and 
improving the CFP

06/09/2006

Fraga A6-0241/06 CNS/2006/0029 EC-Seychelles 
Partnership Agreement 

06/09/2006

Capoulas A6-0242/06 CNS/2006/0032 EC-Comoros Partnership 
Agreement

06/09/2006

Fraga A6-0219/06 INI/2005/2189 Community approach 
towards eco-labelling 
schemes for fisheries 
products

07/09/2006

Capoulas A6-0271/06 CNS/2006/0065 EC-Guinea-Bissau 
Fisheries Agreement 
(extension of  protocol 
16/06/2006-15/06/2007)

27/09/2006

Miguélez A6-0263/06 INI/2006/2054 Operation of Regulation 
(EC) 1185/2003 on 
removal of fins of sharks 
on board vessels

28/09/2006

Maat A6-0265/06 CNS/2006/0002 Management plan for 
fisheries exploiting 
stocks of plaice and sole 
in the North Sea

28/09/2006

Guerreiro A6-0266/06 INI/2006/2054 Improving the economic 
situation of the fisheries 
sector

28/09/2006

Morillon A6-0311/06 CNS/2006/0081 Amendment of 
Regulation 104/2000 on 
the common organisation 
of the markets in the 
fishery and aquaculture 
product sector

14/11/2006

Morillon A6-0331/06 CNS/2006/0056 Use of alien and locally 
absent species in 
aquaculture

14/11/2006

Freitas A6-0395/06 CNS/2006/0122 EC-Cape Verde 
Partnership Agreement

30/11/2006

Morillon A6-0400/06 COD/2005/0223 Submission of data on 
landings of fishery 
products in the Member 
States (second reading)

12/12/2006
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Arnaoutakis A6-0477/06 CNS/2006/156 EC-Gabon Fisheries 
Agreement

01/02/2007

Miguélez A6-0476/06 CNS/2006/0030 Technical measures for 
the conservation of 
stocks of highly 
migratory species 
(ICCAT, IOTC, IATTC 
and WCPFC)

14/02/2007

Miguélez A6-0014/07 CNS/2006/0169 Uniform definition of 
drift nets

14/02/2007

Aubert A6-0015/07 INI/2006/2225 Implementation of the 
EU action plan on illegal, 
unreported and 
unregulated fishing

15/02/2007

Attwooll A6-0078/07 CNS/2006/0240 Regional advisory 
councils in the context of 
the CFP

26/04/2007

Freitas A6-0083/07 CNS/2006/0247 Compensation for 
additional costs incurred 
in the marketing of 
certain fishery products 
from the Azores, 
Madeira, Canary Islands, 
Guiana and Rèunion

26/04/2007

Gklavakis A6-0085/07 CNS/2006/0190 Amendment of 
Regulation 2371/2002 on 
the conservation and 
sustainable exploitation 
of fishery resources 
under the CFP

26/04/2007

Morillon A6-0160/07 CNS/2006/0309 EC-Russia agreement on 
fisheries and the 
conservation of resources 
in the Baltic Sea

24/05/2007

Post (ex Maat) A6-0161/07 CNS/2006/0262 EC-Denmark-Greenland 
Partnership Agreement 

24/05/2007

Chmielewski A6-0163/07 CNS/2006/0134 Multiannual plan for cod 
stocks in the Baltic Sea 
and fisheries exploiting 
them

06/06/2007

Capoulas A6-0162/07 CNS/2006/0200 Conservation and 
enforcement measures 
applicable in the 
regulatory area of the 
North-West Atlantic 
Fisheries Organisation 
(NAFO)

07/06/2007
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Morillon A6-0228/07 CNS/2007/0062 EC-Kiribati Partnership 
Agreement

19/06/2007

Capoulas A6-0231/07 CNS/2007/0034 EC-Sao Tomé and 
Principe Partnership 
Agreement

19/06/2007

Stevenson A6-0155/05 INI/2004/2262 Industrial fisheries and 
the production of 
fishmeal and fish oil

10/07/2007

Miguélez A6-0213/07 CNS/2007/0001 Control of fishing 
activities in waters 
covered by the 
CCAMLR 

10/07/2007

Casaca A6-0297/07 INI/2007/2108 Efforts made to achieve a 
sustainable balance 
between fishing capacity 
and fishing opportunities

05/09/2007

Fraga A6-0298/07 INI/2006/2224 Implementation of 
sustainability in EU 
fisheries through 
maximum sustainable 
yield

06/09/2007

Casaca A6-0317/07 CNS/2007/0127 Amendment of 
Regulation 1543/2000 
establishing a 
Community framework 
for the collection and 
management of the data 
needed to conduct the 
CFP

10/10/2007

Fernandes A6-0404/07 CNS/2007/0170 EC-Mozambique 
Partnership Agreement

25/10/2007

Sudre A6-0405/07 CNS/2007/0006 EC-Madagascar 
Partnership Agreement

25/10/2007

Casaca A6-0407/07 CNS/2007/0070 Community framework 
for the collection, 
management and use of 
fisheries data and support 
for scientific advice 
regarding the common 
fisheries policy

13/11/2007

Braghetto A6-0408/07 CNS/2007/0058 Multiannual recovery 
plan for bluefin tuna in 
the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean (ICCAT)

14/11/2007
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Guerreiro A6-0467/07 INI/2007/2109 Implementation of the 
regulation on the 
common organisation of 
the markets in fishery 
and aquaculture products

13/12/2007

Schlyter A6-0495/07 INI/2007/2112 A policy to reduce 
unwanted by-catches and 
eliminate discards in 
European fisheries

31/01/2008

Morillon A6-0001/08 COD/2006/0286 Submission by Member 
States of statistics on 
aquaculture

31/01/2008

Morillon A6-0009/09 CNS/2008/0166 Amendments to the 
Convention on Future 
Multilateral Cooperation 
in North-east Atlantic 
fisheries

19/02/2008

Capoulas A6-0053/08 CNS/2007/0209 EC-Guinea-Bissau 
Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement

10/03/2008

Varela A6-0054/08 CNS/2007/0226 EC-Ivory Coast Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement

10/03/2008

Attwooll A6-0060/08 INI/2007/2111 Rights-based 
management tools in 
fisheries

10/04/2008

Morillon (ex 
Stihler)

A6-0072/08 CNS/2007/0114 Authorisations for fishing 
activities of Community 
fishing vessels outside 
Community waters and 
access of third-country 
vessels to Community 
waters

10/04/2008

Ortuondo A6-0085/08 CNS/2007/0232 EC-Seychelles 
Agreement
(18/01/2005-17/01/2011)

08/05/2008

Miguélez A6-0103/08 INI/2007/2110 Management of deep-sea 
fish stocks

08/05/2008

Freitas A6-0183/08 CNS/2007/0224 Protection of marine eco-
systems in the high seas 
from the adverse effects 
of bottom fishing gears

05/06/2008

Aubert A6-0193/08 CNS/2007/0223 Community system 
against illegal, 
unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) 
fishing

05/06/2008
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- B6-0305/2008
B6-0310/2008
B6-0311/2008
B6-0312/2008

- The crisis in the fisheries 
sector caused by rising 
fuel prices

19/06/2008

Fraga A6-0278/08 CNS/2008/0093 EC-Mauritania 
Agreement
(protocol 01/08/2008-
31/07/2012)

09/07/2008

CNS/2008/0144
C6-0270/08

Temporary specific 
action aiming to promote 
the restructuring of fleets

10/07/2008

Gklavakis A6-0286/08 INI/2008/2014 Fisheries and aquaculture 
in the context of 
integrated coastal zone 
management (ICZM)

01/09/2008

Morillon A6-0315/08 CNS/2007/0285 Southern Indian Ocean 
Fisheries Agreement 
(SIOFA)

01/09/2008

Busk A6-0340/08 CNS/2008/0063 Recovery of cod stocks 20/10/2008
Guerreiro A6-0388/08 CNS/2008/0238 Management of fishing 

fleets registered in the 
outermost regions

20/10/2008

Stevenson A6-0433/08 CNS/2008/0091 Herring stocks in the 
west of Scotland

04/12/2008

Kindermann A6-0434/08 INI/2008/2177 Towards a 'European 
Cormorant Management 
Plan' to minimise the 
increasing impact of 
cormorants on fish 
stocks, fisheries and 
aquaculture

04/12/2008

Guerreiro A6-0485/08 INI/2008/02178 The CFP and the 
ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management

13/01/2009

Miguélez 
Ramos

A6-0016/09 INI/2008/2222 Applied research relating 
to the common fisheries 
policy

18/02/2009

Morillon A6-0009/09 CNS/2008/0166 Amendments to the 
Convention on Future 
Multilateral Cooperation 
in the North-East 
Atlantic Fisheries

19/02/2009

Attwooll A6-0025/09 INI/2008/2101 Community action in 
relation to whaling 19/02/2009
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- -
CNS/2009/0029
C6-0081/2009

Multiannual recovery 
plan for bluefin tuna in 
the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean (ICCAT)

12/03/2009

Visser A6-0206/2009 CNS/2008/0112 Conservation of fisheries 
resources through 
technical measures

22/04/2009

Romeva i 
Rueda

A6-0253/2009 CNS/2008/0216 Community control 
system 22/04/2009

Attwooll A6-0187/2009 INI/2008/2223 Governance within the 
CFP: the European 
Parliament, the Regional 
Advisory Councils and 
other actors

24/04/2009

Morillon A6-0203/2009 CNS/2009/0029
C6-0094/2009

Repeal of one obsolete 
directive and 11 obsolete 
decisions in the field of 
the CFP

06/05/2009

Morillon A6-0202/2009 CNS/2009/0022
C6-0095/2009

Repeal of 14 obsolete 
regulations in the field of 
the CFP

06/05/2009

Annex 4 - Resolutions adopted by the European Parliament (by subject)

4.1. Conservation of resources

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Ribeiro A6-0037/04 CNS/2004/0020 Protection of deep-water coral 
reefs from trawling in certain 
areas of the Atlantic ocean

16/12/2004

Morillon A6-0050/05 CNS/2003/0327 Recovery of sole stocks in the 
western channel and Bay of 
Biscay

14/04/2005

Miguélez A6-0051/05 CNS/2003/0318 Recovery of southern hake 
and Norway lobster stocks

14/04/2005

Fraga A6-0112/05 CNS/2003/0229 Management measures for the 
sustainable exploitation of 
fishery resources in the 
Mediterranean

09/06/2005

Kristensen A6-0116/05 CNS/2004/0640 Recovery plan for Greenland 
halibut

23/06/2005

Chmielewski A6-0265/05 CNS/2005/0014 Technical measures in the 
Baltic Sea, the Belts and the 
Sound

13/10/2005

                                               
 This list is not exhaustive, as a great majority of the reports covered several themes simultaneously.
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Maat A6-0284/05 INI/2005/2032 Development of a Community 
action plan for the recovery of 
European eel stocks

15/11/2005

Stihler A6-0016/06 INI/2005/2190 Review of certain access 
restrictions in the CFP 
(Shetland and plaice box)

14/02/2006

O'Neachtain A6-0019/06 INI/2004/2199 More environmentally-
friendly fishing methods

15/3/2006

Maat A6-0140/06 CNS/2005/0201 Recovery of European eel 
stocks

16/05/2006

Fraga A6-0219/06 INI/2005/2189 Community approach towards 
eco-labelling schemes for 
fisheries products

07/09/2006

Miguélez A6-0263/06 INI/2006/2054 Operation of Regulation 
(EC) 1185/2003 on the 
removal of fins of sharks on 
board vessels

28/09/2006

Maat A6-0265/06 CNS/2006/0002 Management plan for fisheries 
exploiting stocks of plaice and 
sole in the North Sea

28/09/2006

Miguélez A6-0014/07 CNS/2006/0169 Uniform definition of driftnets 14/02/2007
Gklavakis A6-0085/07 CNS/2006/0190 Amendment of Regulation 

2371/2002 on the 
conservation and sustainable 
exploitation of fishery 
resources under the CFP

26/04/2007

Chmielewski A6-0163/07 CNS/2006/0134 Multiannual plan for cod 
stocks in the Baltic Sea and 
the fisheries exploiting them

06/06/2007

Casaca A6-0297/07 INI/2007/2108 Efforts made to achieve a 
sustainable balance between 
fishing capacity and fishing 
opportunities

05/09/2007

Fraga A6-0298/07 INI/2006/2224 Implementing sustainability in 
EU fisheries through 
maximum sustainable yield

06/09/2007

Schlyter A6-0495/07 INI/2007/2112 A policy to reduce unwanted 
by-catches and eliminate 
discards in European fisheries

31/01/2008

Attwooll A6-0060/08 INI/2007/2111 Rights-based management 
tools in fisheries

10/04/2008

Miguélez A6-0103/08 INI/2007/2110 Management of deep-sea fish 
stocks

08/05/2008

Freitas A6-0183/08 CNS/2007/0224 Protection of marine eco-
systems in the high seas from 
the adverse impacts of bottom 
fishing gears

05/06/2008
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Busk A6-0340/08 CNS/2008/0063 Recovery of cod stocks 20/10/2008
Stevenson A6-0433/08 CNS/2008/0091 Herring stocks in the west of 

Scotland
04/12/2008

Kindermann A6-0434/08 INI/2008/2177 Towards a 'European 
Cormorant Management Plan' 
to minimise the increasing 
impact of cormorants on fish 
stocks, fisheries and 
aquaculture

04/12/2008

Attwooll A6-0025/09 INI/2008/2101 Community action in relation 
to whaling

19/02/2009

Visser A6-0206/09 CNS/2008/0112 Conservation of fisheries 
resources through technical 
measures

22/04./2009

CNS/2009/0029
C6-0081/2009

Multiannual recovery plan for 
bluefin tuna in the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean

12/03/2009

4.2. Structural measures

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

C6-0036/05 CNS/2005/0005 Specific action for transfers of 
vessels to countries hit by the 
tsunami in 2004

24/02/2005

Casa A6-0217/05 CNS/2004/0169 European Fisheries Fund 06/07/2005
Freitas A6-0083/07 CNS/2006/0247 Compensation for additional 

costs incurred in the 
marketing of certain fishery 
products from the Azores, 
Madeira, Canary Islands, 
Guiana and Réunion

26/04/2007

C6-0270/08 CNS/2008/0144 Temporary specific action 
aiming to promote the 
restructuring of fleets

10/07/2008

Guerreiro A6-0388/08 CNS/2008/0238 Management of fishing fleets 
registered in the outermost 
regions

20/10/2008

4.3. Control, monitoring and implementation

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Attwooll A6-0022/05 CNS/2004/0108 Fisheries control agency and 
control system

23/02/2005

Casaca A6-0238/05 CNS/2004/0252 Electronic recording and 
reporting of fishing activities 
and remote sensing

06/09/2005
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Casaca A6-0339/05 CNS/2005/0136 Community financial 
contribution towards Member 
States' fisheries control 
programmes

15/12/2005

Braghetto A6-0037/06 CNS/2005/0205 Repeal Regl. 3690/93 on 
minimum information on 
fishing licences

15/03/2006

Aubert A6-0015/07 INI/2006/2225 Implementation of the EU 
action plan on illegal, 
unreported and unregulated 
fishing

15/02/2007

Morillon (ex 
Stihler)

A6-0072/08 CNS/2007/0114 Authorisations for fishing 
activities of Community 
fishing vessels outside 
Community waters and 
access of third-country 
vessels to Community waters

10/04/2008

Aubert A6-0193/08 CNS/2007/0223 Community system against 
illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing

05/06/2008

Romeva i 
Rueda

A6-0253/09 CNS/2008/0216 Community control system 22/04/2009

4.4. Bilateral EC-third country fisheries agreements
Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in

plenary
Morillon A6-0001/04 CNS/2004/0071 EC-Mauritius Agreement

(protocol 3/12/2003-
02/12/2007)

15/09/2004

Morillon A6-0002/04 CNS/2004/0070 EC-Madagascar Agreement
(protocol 1/01/2004-
31/12/2006)

15/09/2004

Morillon A6-0003/04 CNS/2004/0058 EC-Cape Verde Agreement
(protocol 30/07/2004 -
30/06/2005)

15/09/2004

Morillon A6-0040/04 CNS/2004/0185 EC-Comoros Agreement
(protocol 26/02/2004-
31/12/2004)

16/12/2004

Morillon A6-0114/05 CNS/2004/0211 EC-Ivory Coast Agreement
(protocol 1/07/2004-
30/06/2007)

26/05/2005

Fraga A6-0260/05 CNS/2005/0092 EC-Comoros Agreement
(protocol 1/01/2005-
31/12/2010)

27/09/2005
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Fraga A6-0387/05 CNS/2005/0110 Transmission of applications 
for fishing licences to third 
countries before expiration of a 
protocol to an agreement
(amend. regl. 3317/94)

13/12/2005

Morillon A6-0385/05 CNS/2005/0173 EC-Seychelles Fisheries 
Agreement
(protocol 8/01/2005-
17/01/2011)

15/12/2005

Fraga A6-0018/06 CNS/2005/0168 EC-Solomon Islands 
Partnership Agreement

14/02/2006

Miguélez A6-0035/06 CNS/2005/0206 EC-Micronesia Partnership 
Agreement

15/03/2006

Guerreiro A6-0066/06 CNS/2005/0229 EC-Mauritania Fisheries 
Agreement
(amend. protocol 2001-2006)

27/04/2006

Freitas A6-0132/06 CNS/2005/0249 Extension of the protocol to the 
fisheries agreement with Sao 
Tomé and Príncipe
(1/08/2001-31/07/2006)

16/05/2006

Guerreiro A6-0133/06 CNS/2005/0262 EC-Angola Fisheries 
Agreement (denunciation of the 
agreement, derog. regl. 
2792/1999)

16/05/2006

Varela A6-0163/06 CNS/2005/0280 EC-Morocco Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement

16/05/2006

Fraga A6-0241/06 CNS/2006/0029 EC-Seychelles Partnership 
Agreement

06/09/2006

Capoulas A6-0242/06 CNS/2006/0032 EC-Comoros Partnership 
Agreement

06/09/2006

Capoulas A6-0271/06 CNS/2006/0065 EC-Guinea-Bissau Fisheries 
Agreement (extension of 
protocol 
16/06/2006-15/06/2007)

27/09/2006

Freitas A6-0395/06 CNS/2006/0122 EC-Cape Verde Partnership 
Agreement

30/11/2006

Arnaoutakis A6-0477/06 CNS/2006/0156 EC-Gabon Partnership 
Agreement

01/02/2007

Morillon A6-0160/07 CNS/2006/0309 EC-Russia Agreement on 
fisheries and the conservation 
of resources in the Baltic Sea

24/05/2007

Post (ex Maat) A6-0161/07 CNS/2006/0262 EC-Denmark-Greenland 
Partnership Agreement

24/05/2007

Morillon A6-0228/07 CNS/2007/0062 EC-Kiribati Partnership 
Agreement

19/06/2007

Capoulas A6-0231/07 CNS/2007/0034 EC-Sao Tomé and Principe
Partnership Agreement

19/06/2007
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Fernandes A6-0404/07 CNS/2007/0170 EC-Mozambique Partnership 
Agreement

25/10/2007

Sudre A6-0405/07 CNS/2007/0006 EC-Madagascar Partnership 
Agreement

25/10/2007

Capoulas A6-0053/08 CNS/2007/0209 EC-Guinea-Bissau Partnership 
Agreement

10/03/2008

Varela A6-0054/08 CNS/2007/0226 EC-Ivory Coast Partnership 
Agreement

10/03/2008

Ortuondo A6-0085/08 CNS/2007/0232 EC-Seychelles Agreement
(18/01/2005-17/01/2011)

08/05/2008

Fraga A6-0278/08 CNS/2008/0093 EC-Mauritania Agreement
(protocol 01/08/2008-
31/07/2012)

09/07/2008

4.5. Regional fisheries organisations and international conventions

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Morillon A6-0044/04 CNS/2004/0197 Withdrawal from the 
Convention on Fisheries and 
the Conservation of Fish 
Stocks in the Baltic and Belts

14/12/2004

Sudre A6-0019/05 CNS/2004/0179 Catch documentation scheme 
for Dissostichus spp.
(CCAMLR)

22/02/2005

Freitas A6-0157/05 CNS/2004/0268 International Dolphin 
Conservation Programme
(AIDCP)

09/06/2005

Freitas A6-0070/06 AVC/2005/0137 Convention for the 
strengthening of the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna 
Commission

27/04/2006

Miguélez A6-0476/06 CNS/2006/0030 Technical measures for the 
conservation of stocks of 
highly migratory species
(ICCAT, IOTC, IATTC and
WCPFC)

14/02/2007

Capoulas A6-0162/07 CNS/2006/0200 Conservation and 
enforcement measures 
applicable in the regulatory 
area of the North-West 
Atlantic Fisheries 
Organisation (NAFO)

07/06/2007

Miguélez A6-0213/07 CNS/2007/0001 Control of fishing activities in 
waters covered by the 
CCAMLR 

10/07/2007
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Braghetto A6-0408/07 CNS/2007/0058 Multiannual recovery plan for 
bluefin tuna in the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediteranean
(ICCAT)

14/11/2007

Morillon A6-0315/08 CNS/2007/0285 Southern Indian Ocean 
Fisheries Agreement
(SIOFA)

01/09/2008

Morillon A6-0009/09 CNS/2008/0166 Amendments to the 
convention on future 
multilateral cooperation in the 
north-east Atlantic fisheries

19/02/2009

- -
CNS/2009/0029
C6-0081/2009

Multiannual recovery plan for 
bluefin tuna in the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean
(ICCAT)

12/03/2009

4.6. Common organisation of the markets

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Morillon A6-0311/06 CNS/2006/0081 Amendment of Regulation 
104/2000 on the common 
organisation of the markets in 
the fishery and aquaculture 
product sector

14/11/2006

Guerreiro A6-0467/07 INI/2007/2109 Implementation of the 
regulation on the common 
organisation of the markets in 
fishery and aquaculture 
products

13/12/2007

4.7. Relations with the sector: governance

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Attwooll A6-0078/07 CNS/2006/0240 Regional advisory councils in 
the context of the CFP

26/04/2007

Attwooll A6-0187/09 INI/2008/2223 Governance within the CFP: 
the European Parliament, the 
Regional Advisory Councils 
and other actors

24/04/2009

4.8. Aquaculture and processing

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Kindermann A6-0067/06 CNS/2005/0154 Veterinary expenditure 27/04/2006
Kindermann A6-0091/06 CNS/2005/0153 Health policy applicable to 

animals and aquaculture 
products

27/04/2006
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Morillon A6-0331/06 CNS/2006/0056 Use of alien and locally 
absent species in aquaculture

14/11/2006

Morillon A6-0001/08 COD/2006/0286 Submission by Member 
States of statistics on 
aquaculture

31/01/2008

4.9. Research and collection of data

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Morillon A6-0113/05 CNS/2004/0213 Financing studies and pilot 
projects in relation to the CFP

26/05/2005

Morillon A6-0169/06 COD/2005/0223 Submission of data on 
landings of fishery products 
in the Member States (1st 
reading)

15/06/2006

A6-0400/06 COD/2005/0223 Submission of data on 
landings of fishery products 
in the Member States (2nd

reading)

12/12/2006

Casaca A6-0317/07 CNS/2007/0127 Amendment of Regulation 
1543/2000 establishing a 
Community framework for 
the collection and 
management of the data 
needed to conduct the CFP

10/10/2007

Casaca A6-0407/07 CNS/2007/0070 Community framework for 
the collection, management 
and use of data and support 
for scientific advice regarding 
the common fisheries policy

13/11/2007

Miguélez A6-0016/09 INI/2008/2222 Applied research relating to 
the common fisheries policy

18/02/2009

4.10. General aspects and other areas

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted in 
plenary

Stihler A6-0340/05 CNS/2005/0045 Financial measures to 
implement the CFP and Law 
of the Sea

15/12/2005

Attwooll A6-0341/05 INI/2004/2263 Women’s networks in 
fishing, farming and 
diversification activities

15/12/2005

O'Neachtain A6-0141/06 INI/2004/2264 Inshore fishing and problems 
of inshore fishermen

15/06/2006

Guerreiro A6-0266/06 INI/2006/2054 Improving the economic 
situation of the fisheries 
sector

28/09/2006
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Stevenson A6-0155/05 INI/2004/2262 Industrial fisheries and the 
production of fishmeal and 
fish oil

10/07/2007

Morillon A6-0228/06 INI/2006/2053 2006-2008 action plan for 
simplifying and improving 
the CFP

06/09/2006

- B6-0305/2008
B6-0310/2008
B6-0311/2008
B6-0312/2008

- Crisis in the fisheries sector 
caused by rising fuel prices

19/06/2008

Gklavakis A6-0286/08 INI/2008/2014 Fisheries and aquaculture in 
the context of integrated 
coastal zone management 
(ICZM)

01/09/2008

Guerreiro A6-0485/08 INI/2008/02178 The CFP and the ecosystem 
approach to fisheries 
management

13/01/2009

Morillon A6-0203/09 CNS/2009/0029
C6-0094/2009

Repeal of one obsolete 
directive and 11 obsolete 
decisions under the CFP

06/05/2009

Morillon A6-0202/09 CNS/2009/0022
C6-0095/2009

Repeal of 14 obsolete 
regulations under the CFP 06/05/2009

Annex 5 - Opinions adopted by the Committee on Fisheries

Rapporteur
for the 
opinion

Reports of committee 
responsible (1st and 

2nd reading)
Procedure Subject Adopted 

in PECH

Fraga A6-0021/2004 (BUDG)
A6-0068/2004 (BUDG)

BUD/2004/2001 2005 Budget 01/09/04

Hudghton
A6-0070/2004 (AFCO) INI/2004/2129

Draft Treaty establishing 
a Constitution for 
Europe

24/11/04

Casaca A6-0153/2005 (FINP) INI/2004/2209 Financial perspective 
2007-2013 25/01/05

Morillon A6-0184/2005 (REGI)
A6-0225/2006 (REGI)

COD/2004/0167 ERDF 15/03/05

Sterckx A6-0177/2005 (REGI)
A6-0224/2006 (REGI)

AVC/2004/0163 ERDF-ESF – Cohesion 
Fund

15/03/05

Schlyter A6-0169/2005 (ENVI) COD/2004/0231 Pollutant release and 
transfer register

26/04/05

Freitas
A6-0246/2005 (REGI)

INI/2004/2253 Stronger partnership for 
the outermost regions 

11/07/05

Mulder A6-0309/2005 (BUDG)
A6-0396/2005 (BUDG)

BUD/2005/2001 2006 Budget: Section 
III, Commission

14/09/05

Miguélez A6-0202/2006 (ITRE)
A6-0392/2006 (ITRE)

COD/2005/0043 7th research framework 
programme

04/10/05
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Miguélez A6-0150/2006 (BUDG) ACI/2004/2099 Interinstitutional 
Agreement on budgetary 
discipline and sound 
financial management

19/04/06

Piecyk A6-0086/2007 (TRAN)
A6-0334/2008 (TRAN)

COD/2005/0239 Community vessel traffic 
monitoring and 
information system

28/08/06

Gklavakis A6-0373/2006 (ENVI)
A6-0389/2007 (ENVI)

COD/2005/0211 Community policy for 
the marine environment

28/08/06

Miguélez A6-0358/2006 (BUDG)
A6-0451/2006 (BUDG)

BUD/2006/2018 2007 Budget: Section III 
Commission

03/10/06

Miguélez A6-0325/2006 (DEVE) INI/2006/2204 EU-Pacific islands 
relations: strategy for a 
strengthened partnership

21/11/06

Gklavakis A6-0089/2007 (ENVI) INI/2006/2233 Halting the loss of  
biodiversity by 2010

25/01/07

Corbey A6-0125/2007 (ENVI)
A6-0192/2008 (ENVI)

COD/2006/0129 Environmental quality 
standards for water

25/01/07

Stevenson A6-0235/2007 (TRAN) INI/2006/2299 Towards a future 
maritime policy for the 
Union: a European vision 
for the oceans and seas

21/05/07

Fernandes A6-0397/2007 (BUDG)
A6-0492/2007 (BUDG)

BUD/2007/2019 2008 Budget - Section III
Commission

03/10/07

Guerreiro A6-0023/2008 (REGI) INI/2007/2148 4th report on economic 
and social cohesion

22/11/07

Fraga A6-0137/2008 (DEVE) INI/2007/2183 Policy coherence for 
development and the 
effects of the EU’s 
exploitation of certain 
biological natural 
resources on 
development in West 
Africa

27/03/08

Guerreiro A6-0158/2008 (REGI) INI/2008/2010 Strategy for the 
outermost regions: 
achievements and future 
prospects

03/04/08

Guerreiro A6-0163/2008 (TRAN) INI/2008/2009 An integrated maritime 
policy for the EU 

03/04/08

Morillon A6-0214/2008 (JURI) COD/2007/0268 Nominal catch statistics 
in the North-East 
Atlantic (recast)

03/04/08

Morillon A6-0218/2008 (JURI) COD/2007/0260 Nominal catch statistics in 
certain areas other than the 
North Atlantic (recast)

03/04/08
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Morillon A6-0219/2008 (JURI) COD/2007/0264 Catch and activity statistics 
in the North West Atlantic 
(recast)

03/04/08

Miguélez A6-0145/2009 (AFCO) INI/2008/2063 Parliament’s new role and 
responsibilities 
implementing the Treaty of 
Lisbon

28/05/08

Fernandes A6-0398/2008 (BUDG)
A6-0486/2008 (BUDG)

BUD/2008/2026 2009 Budget 08/09/08

Meyer Pleite A6-0423/2008 (EMPL) CNS/2008/0107 Authorising Member States 
to ratify, in the interests of 
the European Community, 
the Work in Fishing 
Convention of the 
International Labour 
Organisation (Convention 
188)

07/10/08

Annex 6 - Own-initiative reports *

Rapporteur A6 Procedure Subject Adopted 
in plenary

Maat A6-0284/05 INI/2005/2032 Development of a 
Community action plan for 
the recovery of European 
eel stocks

15/11/2005

Attwooll A6-0341/05 INI/2004/2263 Women’s networks in 
fishing, farming and 
diversification

15/12/2005

Stihler A6-0016/06 INI/2005/2190 Review of access 
restrictions in the CFP 
(Shetland, plaice)

14/02/2006

O'Neachtain A6-0019/06 INI/2004/2199 More environmentally-
friendly fishing methods

Morillon A6-0228/06 INI/2006/2053 2006-2008 action plan for 
simplifying and improving 
the CFP

06/09/2006

Fraga A6-0219/06 INI/2005/ Eco-labelling programme 
for fisheries products

07/09/2006

Miguélez A6-0263/06 INI/2006/2054 Operation of Regulation 
(EC) No 1185/2003 on 
removal of fins of sharks 
on board vessels

28/09/2006

* These reports also appear in Annexes 3 and 4
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Guerreiro A6-0266/06 INI/2006/2054 Improving the economic 
situation of the fisheries 
sector

28/09/2006

Aubert A6-0015/07 INI/2006/2225 Implementation of the EU 
action plan on illegal, 
unreported and 
unregulated fishing

15/02/2007

Stevenson A6-0155/05 INI/2004/2262 Industrial fisheries and 
fishmeal

10/07/2007

Casaca A6-0297/07 INI/2007/2108 Efforts made to achieve a 
sustainable balance 
between fishing capacity 
and fishing opportunities

05/09/2007

Fraga A6-0298/07 INI/2006/2224 Sustainability in fisheries 
through maximum 
sustainable yield

06/09/2007

Guerreiro A6-0467/07 INI/2007/2109 Implementation of the 
regulation establishing a 
common organisation of 
the markets in fishery and 
aquaculture products

13/12/2007

Schlyter A6-0495/07 INI/2007/2112 A policy to reduce 
unwanted by-catches and 
eliminate discards in 
European fisheries

31/01/2008

Attwooll A6-0060/08 INI/2007/2111 Rights-based management 
tools in fisheries

10/04/2008

Miguélez A6-0103/08 INI/2007/2110 Management of deep-sea 
fish stocks

08/05/2008

Gklavakis A6-0286/08 INI/2008/2014 Fisheries and aquaculture 
(ICZM)

01/09/2008

Kindermann A6-0434/08 INI/2008/2177 Towards a ‘European 
cormorant management 
plan’ to minimise the 
increasing impact of 
cormorants on fish stocks, 
fisheries and aquaculture

04/12/2008

Guerreiro A6-0485/08 INI/2008/02178 The CFP and the 
ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management

13/01/2009

Miguélez 
Ramos

A6-0016/09 INI/2008/2222 Applied research relating 
to the common fisheries 
policy

18/02/2009

Attwooll A6-0025/09 INI/2008/2101 Community action in 
relation to whaling

18/02/2009
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Attwooll A6-0187/09 INI/2008/2223 Governance within the 
CFP: the European 
Parliament, the Regional 
Advisory Councils and 
other actors

24/04/2009

Annex 7 - Oral questions in plenary (Rule108)

Reference Author Title Date of 
debate

O-0057/2004 P.Morillon on 
behalf of the 
PECH committee

Fisheries economy and fuel 25/10/2004

O-0005/2005 -
B6/0010/2005

P.Morillon on 
behalf of the 
PECH committee

International plan of action on by-
catch reduction

22/02/2005

O-011/2005-
B6/0344/2005

P.Morillon on 
behalf of the 
PECH committee

EU sanctions in the fisheries sector 14/12/2005

O-0095/2005-
B6/0346/2005

P.Morillon on 
behalf of the 
PECH committee

Adoption of management measures 
for Mediterranean fishery resources

01/02/2006

O-0063/2008
B6/0162/2008
(to the Commission)
O-0064/2008
B6/0163/2008
(to the Council)

P.Morillon on 
behalf of the 
PECH committee

The crisis in the fisheries sector 
caused by rising fuel oil prices

18/06/2008

Annex 8 - Public hearings/conferences*

Subject Date
Hearing of Commissioner-designate Joe Borg 05/10/04
European Fisheries Fund 01/02/05
Industrial fishing 15/03/05
European Fisheries Fund 29/03/05
Women’s networks 12/07/05
Inshore fishing and problems of inshore fishermen 24/11/05
Competitiveness of the European fleet faced with the 
rising price of gas oil

03/05/06

Improving the economic situation in the fisheries sector 21/06/06
Bluefin tuna 12/09/06
Cod stocks in the Baltic Sea 28/02/07
Future maritime policy 20/03/07
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Maximum sustainable yield 11/04/07
Bluefin tuna 28/06/07
Situation and future prospects for aquaculture 27/03/08
Conference ‘A stronger dialogue between scientists and 
fishermen for a renovated common fisheries policy’

09/09/08

Conservation of fishery resources through technical 
measures

07/10/08

Producers organisations 05/11/08
Health check and future reform of the common fisheries 
policy

10/02/09

* The list of participants is shown in Annex 14, in the list of people invited to the meeting on the date in question.

Annex 9 - Delegations*

MEP organiser/others Place Date
CASA Malta 18-21 April 2005
CHMIELEWSKI Poland 12-15 June 2005
PARISH Cornwall (SW England) 11-13 September 2005
SALINAS Almeria (Spain) 4-6 October 2005
BRAGHETTO Northern Italy 19-22 April 2006
GKLAVAKIS Thessaloniki (Greece) 3-6 May 2006
AUBERT Brittany (France) 21-24 June 2006
CAPOULAS Algarve (Portugal) 13-16 September 2006
SUDRE Martinique (France) 1-3 March 2007 
GKLAVAKIS Greece 11-14 April 2007
MIKKO Estonia 28-30 June 2007
ANDRIA Southern Italy 11-14 September 2007
BRAGHETTO Sardinia (Italy) 4-6 February 2008
BURKE
O'NEACHTAIN

Ireland 17-20 March 2008

** Norwegian Government Norway 28-31 May 2008
ARNAOUTAKIS Greece (Dodecanese) 30 September - 3 October 2008
** Icelandic Government Iceland 26-30 October 2008
JARDIM FERNANDES Madeira (Portugal) 26-29 November 2008
** Croatian 

Government/Parliament
Croatia 23-25 February 2009

* Other than meetings of international and other organisations (see the following table)
** Organised in cooperation with the host country’s diplomatic mission to the European Union

Annex 10 - Participation in meetings of regional fisheries and other organisations*

RFO and other meetings Place Dates

27th annual meeting of the North-West Tallinn (Estonia) 19-23/09/2005
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Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (NAFO)
30th General Fisheries Commission for 
the Mediterranean (GFCM)

Istanbul (Turkey) 24-27/01/2006

28th annual meeting of the North-West 
Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (NAFO)

Dartmouth (Nova Scotia, 
Canada)

18-22/09/2006

Conference on innovation in the fishing 
sector with particular emphasis on the 
role of women

Vaasa (Finland) 22-23/09/2006

3rd annual meeting of the Commission 
of the South-East Atlantic Fisheries 
Organisation (SEAFO)

Windhoek (Namibia) 2-5/10/2006

15th extraordinary meeting of the 
International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT)

Dubrovnik (Croatia) 17-26/11/2006

31st session of the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean 
(GFCM)

Rome (Italy) 9-12/01/2007

27th session of the Committee on 
Fisheries (COFI) of the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO)

Rome (Italy) 5-9/03/2007

Meeting of the Community Fisheries 
Control Agency (CFCA)

Vigo (Spain) 14-15/03/2007

Conference on fleet renewal and 
modernisation in the context of 
sustainable fishing

Pico (Azores) 14/05/2007

Meeting of the executive committee of 
the North Sea Regional Advisory 
Council

Vienna (Austria) 13-16/06/2007

17the annual meeting of States parties 
and the semi-official consultation 
process of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS)

New York (USA) 21-27/06/2007

Annual meeting of the North-West 
Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (NAFO)

Lisbon (Portugal) 24-28/09/2007

High-level ministerial conference on 
eradicating illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing

Lisbon (Portugal) 29/10/2007

* Participation of at least one member and/or official from the Secretariat
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20th ordinary meeting of the 
International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT)

Antalya (Turkey) 12-18/11/2007

Informal ministerial conference on the 
future reform of the CFP

Brussels (Belgium) 29/09/2008

16th extraordinary meeting of the 
International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT)

Marrakesh (Morocco) 20-24/11/2008

Europe Day in Vigo (Community 
Fisheries Control Agency)

Vigo (Spain) 08/05/2009

Second conference of European 
Maritime Day stakeholders

Rome (Italy) 18-20/05/2009

Annex 11 - Miscellaneous decisions of the Committee on Fisheries during the 6th 
parliamentary term

11.1 Gentlemen's agreement between the European Commission (DG FISH) and the 
EP Committee on Fisheries in order to improve the procedure with regard to the 
legislative treatment of Fisheries Agreements (as adopted at the coordinators 
meeting of 19 April 2006): 
(or. EN)

1. The Commission undertakes to make available to the EP's Committee on Fisheries, the 
basic information used in the negotiations for Fisheries Agreements and protocols and, in 
particular, to provide it with the relevant evaluation reports.

2. The Commission and the Committee on Fisheries undertake to agree a calendar for the 
negotiation and adoption procedure relating to Agreements. Under normal circumstances, 
this calendar should not exceed 12 months for the negotiations and 6 months for the 
initialling of the Agreement.

3. The Commissioner or on his behalf a senior official of DG FISH in charge of the file on 
Fisheries Agreements,  should come to the Committee to inform  Members  on  the
development of current negotiations or on general issues relating to fisheries agreements. 
These meetings should take place regularly and, if necessary, every 2 months, at the 
request of the Commission or the Committee on Fisheries. The meetings can, if required 
be held in camera. In certain cases, the Committee on Fisheries may delegate the 
responsibility for obtaining this information to the rapporteur.

4. The Committee on Fisheries may, following the regular information supplied by the 
Commission, nominate a rapporteur who would be briefed before the commencement of 
negotiations or renegotiations.

5. The Commission will attempt over the medium and long term to sign Agreements for a 
minimum of 4-6 years. This should, in the future, make it possible to avoid over-
burdening the calendar for Agreements.
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11.2 Gender mainstreaming (guidelines adopted at the meeting of political group 
coordinators of 21 November 2006)*

Guidelines on Promoting Gender Equality ("Mission statement") (or. EN.) 

1. The European Parliament's Committee on Fisheries commits itself to promote gender 
mainstreaming in order to contribute to greater legal and social recognition of the work 
and rights of women in the various areas of the fisheries sector and in coastal areas, in 
particular through:

a) the development of appropriate channels to gather and disseminate information on the 
situation of women;

b) their effective participation in the decision making processes;
c) the integration of equal opportunity principles within legislative proposals, when 

relevant;
d) the effective implementation of gender equality principles in the use of the European 

Fisheries Fund and other financial measures within the Common Fisheries Policy.

2. The European Parliament's Committee on Fisheries shall encourage:

- incorporation into its work on a regular basis of gender related investigations in the 
course of its legislative or own initiative reports and/or of own initiative reports 
specifically concerned with gender equality;

- including at least once a year an exchange of views regarding gender equality policy and 
gender impact assessment in the agenda of the Coordinators' meetings and/or of the 
Committee's meetings ;

- incorporation, as appropriate and on a case by case basis, of gender aspect relevance and 
assessment in the terms of reference of the invitation to tenders regarding the requested 
external studies;

- calling on the Commission to report regularly to the EP on developments in the situation 
of women in the fisheries sector;

- promoting an equal opportunity policy and adequate gender balance in its internal 
appointments, invitation to hearings and participation in delegations.

* On a proposal from the Vice-Chair responsible for gender mainstreaming, Ms Rosa Miguélez Ramos.
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11.3 Revision of Annex VI (powers and responsibilities of the Committee on 
Fisheries) – proposal adopted (or. ES) at the meeting of political group 
coordinators of 10 May 2007

Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament
Annex VI
Powers and responsibilities of standing committees

XIV. Committee on Fisheries and Maritime Affairs

Committee responsible for: 

1. the operation and development of the common fisheries policy and its 
management;

2. the conservation of biological resources, in particular with a view to:

(a) guaranteeing the sustainable development of activities conducted in the seas 
and oceans;

(b) monitoring activities having an impact on marine biodiversity;
(c) ensuring marine research and applied research in the fisheries sector;

3. the common organisation of the market in fishery products;

4. structural policy in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, including the financial 
instruments for fisheries guidance;

4. (new) policy aimed at improving structures relating to  fisheries, aquaculture 
and the processing of fish products, including financial instruments and 
funds;

5.   international fisheries agreements.

5. (new) partnership agreements in the fisheries sector with third countries, 
regional fisheries organisations and international fora and organisations.

(The current wording is in normal print. The proposed changes are in bold italics.)
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11.4 Extracts from the European Parliament resolution of 24 April 2009 on 
Governance within the CFP: the European Parliament, the Regional 
Advisory Councils and other actors (P6_TA-PROV(2009)0317) - report of the 
Committee on Fisheries A6-0187/2009, motion for a resolution adopted in 
committee on 23 March 2009.

"The European Parliament,"

"(...)"
D. whereas, under the Lisbon Treaty, Parliament would continue to be excluded from 

the setting of TACs and quotas,
E. whereas attendance of members of Parliament at meetings of Regional Fisheries 

Organisations is currently on an ad hoc basis,
F. whereas communication concerning the actual operation of Fisheries Partnership 

agreements, including the activities of the Joint Monitoring Committees, could be 
more satisfactory,

H. whereas all seven RACs are now operational,
I. whereas an Inter-RAC Committee has been established and has co-ordination 

meetings with the Commission,
N. whereas certain RACs and members of Parliament have expressed a desire for a 
more formal relationship,
"(...)"
1. Calls for members of its Fisheries Committee to be given observer status at 

meetings of the Council of Fisheries Ministers;
2. Calls for the Council, the Commission, and Parliament to complete the work 

required to reach a genuine agreement laying down standard forms of participation 
for members of Parliament's Committee on Fisheries in regional fisheries 
management organisations (RFMOs) and other international bodies whose meetings 
are given over to discussion of subjects affecting the Common Fisheries Policy 
(CFP), on the understanding that this should in no way detract from their present 
observer status at meetings for which such an arrangement has been agreed;

3. Also calls on the Council, in agreement with the Commission and Parliament, to 
allow members of Parliament’s Committee on Fisheries to serve on the joint 
committees set up under Fisheries Partnership Agreements, to enable them to bring 
the necessary scrutiny to bear on those agreements; points out in addition that entry 
into force of the Treaty of Lisbon will entail much greater responsibilities for 
Parliament, since partnership agreements will have to be approved by the assent 
procedure;

"(...)"
14. Calls for closer links between the RACs and Parliament, the Committee of the 

Regions and the European Economic and Social Committee;
"(...)"
16. Requests its Committee on Fisheries, subject to the statutory approval procedures, 

to:
- appoint member(s) of the Committee as a liaison for each RAC and to report on 

its activities;
- ensure that at regular intervals and, in particular, when the agenda covers 

matters on which they are involved in giving advice or making 
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recommendations, RACs are invited to participate in Parliament's  Committee on 
Fisheries  in order to present their advice or recommendations,

- establish a procedure to ensure that the secretariats of the Committee on 
Fisheries, the RACs, and the Inter-RAC Committee remain in regular contact for 
the purpose of exchanging and gathering information related to their activities, 
advice, and recommendations,

- host an annual conference involving the RACs and the Commission;

"(...)"
18. Asks the RACs to keep members of its Fisheries Committee informed of their 

activities, advice and recommendations and to invite their attendance at meetings;
"(...)"
20. Asks the Commission and the Inter-RAC Committee to agree to the attendance of 

members of Parliament's Fisheries Committee at their coordination meetings;

Annex 12 - Studies*
(Policy department B – Structural and cohesion policies)

TITLE Year of publication
Inshore fisheries and the problems encountered by inshore fishermen 2005
Industrial fisheries and the production of fishmeal (Summary about the 
regulation in Australia, Canada, Japan and United States of America 
on fishmeal use for feedstuff )

2005

The impact of the increase in the price of oil in European fisheries 2006
The Law of the Sea: developments, challenges and perspectives 2006
Perspectives for the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement 2007
Environmental effects of fishing gears: socio-economic consequences 
of their modification, replacement or abolition

2007

Regional dependence on fisheries 2007
The role of women in the sustainable development of European 
fisheries areas 

2007

Climate change and European fisheries 2007
Technical measures in the CFP and the reform of Council Regulation  
850/98 of 30 March 1998

2008

Marketing and price formation of fisheries and aquaculture products 2008
Producers organisations and the common organisation of the markets 
in fisheries products

2008

The instruments of the common organisation of the markets in 
fisheries products: producers organisations

2008

* In addition to the studies listed, 'Policy department B – Structural and cohesion policies’ has produced several 
notes on specific subjects, in particular on fisheries and aquaculture in the Member States and in third countries 
visited by committee delegations, available on the website www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies
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Annex 13 - Workshops*
(Policy department B – Structural and cohesion policies)

TITLE Annual programme
Rights-based management in fisheries 10/09/2007
Deep-sea stocks management 22/11/2007
Ecosystem approach 28/05/2008
Conference ‘A stronger dialogue between scientists and 
fishermen for a renovated common fisheries policy’

09/09/2008

* The notes drafted in the context of these workshops are available on the website 
www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies

Annex 14 - List of speakers invited to meetings between
 1 July 2004 and 30 April 2009

Meeting of 31 August 2004

- Mr Holmquist (Director-General of DG Fisheries at the Commission)

Meeting of 1 September 2004

- Mr Cees Veerman (Minister for Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, President-in-Office of 
the Council)

Meeting of 21 September 2004

- Mr Franz Fischler, Commissioner for Agriculture and Fisheries
- Mr Hans-Horst Konkolewksy (Director of the Agency for Safety and Health at Work)
- Mr Alun Jones (EU Network Manager)

Meeting of 22 September 2004

- Mr Volker Kuntzsch (Unilever)
- Mr Truus Huisman (Unilever)

Meeting of 5 October 2004 

- Mr Celso Farina (Doctor of Biology, researcher at the Spanish Oceanography Centre)
- Ms Mercedes Rodríguez Moreda (Managing Director of the Lugo Producers Organisation)
- Mr Rui Mendes Viegas Calvinho (representing the Portuguese Fisheries Association in 

Guadiana)
- Mr Pedro Maza Fernández (President of the Federación Andaluza de Asociaciones 

Pesqueras)
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Hearing of: Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner-designate for fisheries and maritime affairs

Meeting of 25 November 2004

- Mr Alain Biseau (scientist from IFREMER)
- Mr Hugues Autret (representative of the CLPMEM in Loire Atlantique Sud)
- Mr Daniel Lefèvre (representative of the CRPMEM in Basse Normandie)
- Mr O'Brien (scientist from CEFAS, United Kingdom)

Meeting of 25 January 2005

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for fisheries and maritime affairs 

Meeting of 1 February 2005

Hearing on the European Fisheries Fund: representatives of national fisheries administrations 

- Mr Pierre Treinen, Agriculture counsellor, Perm. Rep. of Luxembourg
- Mr Rodney Anderson, Fisheries Director, DEFRA (UK)
- Mr G. De Peuter, Deputy Director of Fisheries (Netherlands)
- Ms Maria Fladl, Attaché, Perm. Rep. Brussels (Austria)
- Mr J. Demaiter, Adviseur-generaal, Administratie Land-en Tuinbouw (Belgium)
- Mr George Georgiou, Deputy Director Dept of Fisheries (Cyprus)
- Mr Jiri Jilek, Attaché, Permanent Representation, Brussels (Czech Republic)
- Mr Toomas Kevvai, Deputy Secretary-General for Rural Development and Fisheries Policy 

(Estonia)
- Mr Risto Lampinen, Senior Officer, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Helsinki (Finland)
- Mr Dominique Sorain, Director of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture (France)
- Ms Olga Agiovlassiti, Ministry of Fisheries (Greece)
- Mr Gerd Conrad, Deputy Director of Fisheries (Germany)
- Dr Károly Pintér, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (Hungary)
- Dr Cecil Beamish, Director-General for Fisheries, Dept of Communications, Marine and 

Natural Resources (Ireland)
- Mr Paolo Scarpa Bonazza, Under-Secretary for Fisheries (Italy)
- Ms Aina Afanasjeva, Deputy Director of the National Board of Fisheries, Ministry of 

Agriculture (Latvia)
- Mr A Adomaitis, Director-General for Fisheries (Lithuania)
- Mr George Pullicino, Minister for Rural Affairs and the Environment (Malta)
- Mr Eurico Monteiro, Director-General for Fisheries (Portugal)
- Mr Jerzy Pilarczyk, Secretary of State, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

(Poland)
- Mr Franc But, Secretary of State, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food (Slovenia)
- Mr Alberto López Garcia-Asenjo, Director-General for Fisheries Structures and Markets 

(Spain)
- Ms Ingrid Petersson, Secretary of State, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Affairs 

(Sweden)
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Meeting of 2 February 2005

- Mr Fernand Boden, Luxembourg Minister for Agriculture, Viticulture and Rural 
Development (President-in-Office of the Council)

- Ms Octavie Modert, Luxembourg State Secretary for Agriculture, Viticulture and Rural 
Development

Meeting of 14 March 2005

Cluster group of joint enterprises and other companies in the fisheries sector (Spanish association 
for the protection and promotion of investment in the fisheries sector at national, international 
and Community level):

- Mr Cesar  Real Rodríguez (president of the Cluster de Empresas Pesqueras en Países 
Terceros)

- Mr José Ramón Fontán Domínguez (vice-president)
- Mr Marcial Varela Villar (spokesperson)
- Ms María José González Martínez (spokesperson)
- Ms Manuela Iglesias Alonso (deputy director)
- Ms Carmen Beraldi (Dirección Gral. de Recursos Pesqueros, Spain)

Meeting of 15 March 2005

Public hearing on industrial fishing:

- Mr José Manuel Vieites (ANFACO)
- Mr Santiago Freundt (Director National Fisheries Society, Peru)
- Prof. John Webster (Bristol University, UK)
- Ms Diane Benford (UK Food Standards Agency)
- Mr Renato Guevara (IMARPE)
- Mr Rodolfo Serra (IFOP, Peru)
- Mr Jan Albert Blaauw (NUTRECO, Netherlands)
- Mr Jonathan Shepherd (IFFO, UK)

Meeting of 29 March 2005

Public hearing on the European Fisheries Fund, industry representatives:

- Mr Guy Vernaeve (Europêche/COPA/COGECA)
- Mr José Ramon Fuertes Gamundi (president of COGECA ‘fisheries’)
- Mr Pier Salvador (president ‘aquaculture’ COPA/COGECA)
- Mr Michel Dion (president CCPA, member of Europêche)
- Mr Javier Garat Perez (vice-president of Europêche)
- Mr Frank Doyle (vice-président d’Europêche)
- Mr Dimitris Goulielmos (vice-president of Europêche)
- Mr Giampaolo Buonfiglio (vice-président COGECA ‘fisheries’)
- Mr Ettore Iani (Italian member of COGECA ‘fisheries’)
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- Mr Peter Breckling (German member of Europêche/COGECA)
- Mr Gerard Van Balsfoort (Dutch member of Europêche/COGECA)
- Mr Frederico Pereira, Coordinator, Executive Committee FTUP (Portuguese Fisheries Trade 

Union Federation)
- Mr Jean-Claude Yoyotte (representing fishermen from the French Overseas Departments)
- Ms Stephanie Schmidt (Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF)
- Ms Béatrice Gorez or Ms Hélène Bours, (CFFA, Coalition of Fair Trade, Brussels) 

Meeting of 25 April 2005

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for fisheries and maritime affairs
- Mr Louis Vilaine (chair of the committee on migratory fish and estuaries within the national 

maritime fisheries committee)
- Mr Yannick Perraud (general secretary of the National Freshwater Fishermens Coordination 

Organisation (CNAPPED)
- Mr Arno Koops (DFV-German Fisheries Association)
- Mr Arjan Heinen (Cvb-Combinatie van Beroepsvissers)

Meeting of 26 Aprril 2005

- Mr Martin Hall (Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission)
- Ms Alessandra Pomè (WWF-World Life Fund)
- Mr Mario Aguilar (Mexican Government representative to the IATTC)

Meeting of 23 May 2005

Deep-sea trawlers

- Mr Fernando Curcio Rui Gómez (Director Gral. de Recursos Pesqueros, Spain)
- Mr Javier Garat Perez (president of CEOPE, Spain)
- Mr Marc Ghiglia (French Shipowners Union)
- Mr Carl Gustaf Lundin (director of the Marine Programme of the World Conservation Union 

(IUCN)) - Switzerland
- Mr Alex Rogers (British Antarctic Survey)

Meeting of 16 June 2005

North Atlantic Salmon Fund, Icelandic foundation:

- Mr Orri Vigfússon (president of the foundation)
- Mr Delfin Buente (NASF - Spain)
- Mr Michel Maumus (vice-president, Adour Institution)
- Mr Brian Marshall (Wessex Salmon & Rivers Trust, UK)
- Mr Marc -Adrien Marcellier (Dir. NASF, France)
- Mr Kurt Pilochwski (NASF, Germany)

7th research framework programme:
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- Mr Maurice Héral (programme director of the Institut Français de Recherche pour 
l'Exploitation de la Mer (Ifremer), co-president of EFARO)

- Mr Martin Scholten (director of the Netherlands Institute for Fisheries Research (RIVO), co-
president of EFARO)

- Ms Niamh Connolly (scientific secretary of the Marine Board of the European Science 
Foundation (ESF))

- Mr Antoine Dosdat (director of European affairs at Ifremer, executive secretary of EFARO)

Meeting of 11 July 2005

- Mr Ben Bradshaw (United Kingdom Fisheries Minister, President-in-Office of the Council)

Meeting of 12 July 2005

Public hearing: women’s networks: fishing, farming and diversification:

- Ms Esmeralda Loos-Dekker (Netherlands)
- Ms Dolores Bermudez Rodriguez (president of AREAL, Spain)
- Ms Nicki Holmyard (North Sea Women's Network, UK)
- Ms Ann Bell (Executive Secretary of the North Sea Regional Advisory Council, UK)
- Ms May Britt Manin (Norway)
- Ms Josefa Valverde Rouco (president of ACAMA, Spain)
- Ms Michèle Pendelièvre (France)

Meeting of 30 August 2005

- Ms Ann Bell (NSC Fisheries Co-ordinator) 
- Mr Harry Jensen (NSC)
- Mr Anders Fasht (proposed Chair of NSC Inshore Fisheries Forum)
- Mr Lars Haukvik (NSC Executive Secretary)
- Mr Peter Dryborough (Principal, North Atlantic Marine College, Shetland) 

Meeting of 14 September 2005

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for fisheries and maritime affairs
- Mr Julio Morón, Gerente adjunto d'OPAGAG, Organización de Productores Asociados de 

Grandes Atuneros Congeladores de España

Meeting of 23 November 2005

‘Flags of convenience and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing on the high seas: 
Recommendations for Action (Trade Union Confederation)’:

- Prof. Matthew Gianni (co-author of the study)
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Meeting of 24 November 2005

Public hearing: ‘Inshore fishing and the problems encountered by inshore fishermen’:

- Dr Oliver Tully (director of the Inshore Fisheries Programme for the Irish Sea Fisheries 
Board)

- Mr Bertie Armstrong (Scottish Fishermen’s Federation) 
- Mr Dimitrios Eyagelidis (Greek Association of Aquaculture Scientists)
- Mr José Manuel González Gil De Bernabé (secretary-general of the Federación Nacional de 

Cofradías de Pescadores)
- Mr Pablo Villar Martinez (Director of the Cofradía de pescadores, Cangas)
- Mr José Gouyen 
- Mr Frederico Fernandes Pereira (coordinator of the executive committee of the Federation of 

fisheries unions, Portugal)
- Ms Rosa Chapela (Centro Tecnologico del Mar - Fundación CETMAR)

Meeting of 29 November 2005 and 1 December 2005

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for fisheries and maritime affairs

Meeting of 31 January 2006

- Mr Josef Pröll, Austrian Minister for agriculture, forestry, the environment and water 
management, President-in-Office of the Council

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs
- Mr Guus Pastoor, President of the AIPCE (EU Fish Processors and Traders Association)

Meeting of 22 February 2006

- Mr Böge (BUDG rapporteur for the Interinstitutional Agreement on budgetary discipline and 
sound financial management) 

Meeting of 23 February 2006

- Representatives of the French Fish Marketing Union
- Mr Bernard Steinitz (Secretary-General) (speaker)

Meeting of 20 March 2006

- Mr Wichmann (Director of the Danish Fishermen’s Association)

Meeting of 2 May 2006

- Mr Niclasen (former chair of the Committee on Fisheries in the Faroese Parliament (1996-
1998) and Minister of Fisheries of the Faroes (1998-2003)

- Mr Kristjanson (scientist)
- Mr Sigurjón Þórðarson (Member of Althingi for the Northwest Constituency since 2003, 

Vice-Chair of the parliamentary group of the Liberal Party since 2004)
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Meeting of 3 May 2006

Public hearing on ‘the competitiveness of the European fleet in the face of rising fuel prices’:

- Mr Krijn Poppe (representing the LEI, Agriculture Economics Research Institute, 
Netherlands)

- Mr Niels Wichmann (President of Europêche and Director of the Danish Fishermen’s 
Association, DK)

- Mr Bertie Armstrong (chief executive of the Scottish Fishermen’s Association, UK)
- Mr José Manuel López (Financial Director of Puerto de Celeiro, SA, ES)
- Mr Ettore Iani (President of the Italian Association of Fisheries Cooperatives 

(LEGAPESCA), IT)
- Mr António Schiappa Pietra Ferreira Cabral (Secretary-General of the Association of 

Industrial Fishing Shipowners, PT)
- Mr Javier Garat (Secretary-General of FEOPE, ES)
- Mr Pierre-Georges Dachicourt (President of the National Committee for Sea Fisheries 

(CNPM), FR)
- Mr Alan McCulla (Anglo-North Irish Fish Producers, UK)

Meeting of 20 June 2006

- Ms Helga Pedersen, Minister for fisheries and coastal affairs, Norway 

Meeting of 21 June 2006

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs
- Mr Ramiro Otero (President of the fisheries section of the ETF (European Transport 

Workers’ Federation))
- Mr José Ramón Fuertes Gamundi (President of COGECA ‘Fisheries’ (General 

Confederation of Agricultural Cooperatives in the EU))

Meeting of 12 July 2006

- Mr Juha Korkeaoja, Finnish Minister for agriculture and fisheries

Meeting of 12 September 2006

- Mr Holmquist (Director-General of DG Fisheries at the Commission)

Public hearing on bluefin tuna:

- Mr Jean-Marc Fromentin (scientist and expert on bluefin tuna, IFREMER, France)
- Mr Ferrán Bel (Director of the Asociación de Armadores de Pesca de atún con artes de 

cerco, Spain)
- Mr Mario Ferretti (FEDERCOPESCA, Italy)
- Ms Marta Crespo (Organización de Productores Pesqueros d'Almadraba. Spain)
- Mr Sergi Tudela (WWF, Spain)
- Mr Antonio Roldán Muñoz (Mayor of Conil de la Frontera, Spain)
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- Mr Enrique Rodriguez Marin (scientist and expert on bluefin tuna, Spanish Oceanographic 
Institute (IEO))

Meeting of 2 October 2006

- Mr Ole Linnet Juul (Director, Danish Food and Drink Association)
- Mr Poul Melgaard Jensen (Head of Section, Danish Seafood Association)
- Mr Morten Haugaard Jacobsen (Advisor, Danish Food and Drink Association)
- Mr Maurice Benoish (President of the SEM LORIENT fishing port, representing the EAPO)
- Mr Tristan Douard (Deputy Director of PROMA, representing the PO)
- Mr Patrice Besnard (PDG ets Moulin Lorient, representing fish-processing and marketing 

companies)
- Mr Philippe Bourhis (Director of the SCAPECHE fleet)

Meeting of 3 October 2006

- Mr Joe Borg (Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs)
- Mr David Agnew (Marine Resources Assessment, London)

Meeting of 20 November 2006

- Mr Joe Borg (Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs)

Meeting of 21 November 2006

Presentation of the study ‘The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: development, 
challenges and perspectives’:
- Mr Ian Goulding (Managing Director of Megapesca, Portugal)

(Scientific opinions for the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES))
- Mr Pastoors (Chair of the Advisory Committee on Fisheries Management (ACFM) of the 

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES))

Meeting of 20 December 2006

Representatives of the seiner sector in Greece:

- Mr Stelios Manologlou (legal adviser for the Organisation of Greek Seiners)
- Mr Anestis Pagonis (President of the Organisation of Greek Seiners)

Meeting of 25 January 2007

- Mr Horst Seehofer, German Federal Minister for food, agriculture and consumer protection 
and President-in-Office of the Council

- Mr Koster, Director of the Community Fisheries Control Agency in Vigo

Meeting of 27 February 2007

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner
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Public hearing on ‘cod stocks in the Baltic Sea and the fisheries exploiting those stocks’:

- Mr Marek Gzel, Secretary of the administrative board of the Association of Fishing Vessel 
Owners in Poland and member of the Scientific Council of the Sea Fisheries Institute in 
Gdynia (Poland)

- Mr Karnicki, member of various Polish delegations at meetings of international organisations
- Mr Hans Lassen, member and President of various groups within the International Council 

for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
- Mr Paul Knapman, professional working in the fishing industry

Meeting of 10-11 April 2007

Public hearing on ‘maximum sustainable yield’:

- Mr Richard Grainger, representing the FAO
- Mr Sidney Holt, consultant
- Mr Niels Wichmann, President of Europêche and Director of the Danish Fishermen’s 

Association
- Mr Martin Pastoors, Chair of the Advisory Committee for Fisheries and Aquaculture
- Mr Iain MacSween, Chair of the Pelagic RAC
- Ms Ann Bell, of the North Sea RAC
- Mr Christopher Hedley, representing Ocean Law

Meeting of 3 May 2007

- Mr Flemming Schmidt, European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF)
- Mr Niels Wichmann, Mr Jean-Luc de Feuardent, Europêche/COGECA
- Mr Emilio Mastracchio, Director in DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs at the Commission 

(on the Fisheries Council of 16-17 April)

Meeting of 5 June 2007

- Mr Joe Borg (Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs)

Meeting of 27-28 June 2007

- Mr Koster, Executive Director of the Community Fisheries Control Agency in Vigo
- Mr Fotiadis, Director-General of DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs at the Commission
- Mr Deben, Director at DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs at the Commission

Public hearing on bluefin tuna:

- Dr Antonio Di Natale, member of the ICCAT Scientific Committee;
- Mr Mario Ferretti, technical expert at the National Fisheries Cooperative Federation 

(FEDERCOOPESCA)
- Mr Sebastian Losada, Oceans Member for Greenpeace Spain;
- Mr Ferrán Bel, Director of the Shipowners’ Association of Ametlla de Mar;
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- Dr Massimo Coccia, President of the National Fisheries Cooperative Federation 
(FEDERCOOPESCA)

- Ms Marta Crespo, Managing Director of the Almadraba Producers’ Organisation in Spain
- Mr Serge Larzabel, Chair of the Committee on Bluefin Tuna within the National Committee 

of Sea Fisheries and Marine Aquaculture (CNPMEM) in France

Meeting of 16-17 July 2007

- Mr Tom Pickerell, Executive Committee of WWF-UK
- Mr Sam Lambourn, fisherman, President of the Cornwall PO and President of the North-

Western Waters Regional Advisory Council
- Ms Ann Bell, Aberdeenshire Council
- Mr Harry Jensen, Denmark, adviser, Midtjylland region/central region
- Mr Henrick Jensen
- Mr Pim Visser

- Mr Jaime Silva, Portuguese Minister for agriculture, rural development and fisheries, 
President-in-Office of the Council

Meeting of 10-11 September 2007

Workshop on rights-based management tools in fisheries:

- Mr Bjørn Hersoug, lecturer, Norwegian College of Fishery Science, University of Tromsø, 
Norway

- Mr Friedrich Wieland, Head of Unit, Legal Affairs, DG Fisheries, Commission, Brussels, 
Belgium

- Mr Thorolfur Matthíasson, lecturer, Faculty of Economic Sciences and Management, 
University of Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland

- Mr Torbjørn Trondsen, lecturer in marketing, Norwegian College of Fishery Science, 
University of Tromsø, Norway

- Mr Luc van Hoof, Development of European Research, Institute for Marine Resources and 
Ecosystem Studies (IMARES), University of Wageningen, Netherlands

Study on ‘climate change and fisheries’:
- Mr Alexander Potrykus, BIPRO, (‘Beratungsgesellschaft für integrierte Problemlösungen’)

- Mr Joe Borg (Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs)

Meeting of 22 November 2007

Workshop on deep-sea fish stocks:

- Mr Pascal Lorance, scientist specialising in the management of deep-water stocks at the 
French Institute for Research on the Exploitation of the Sea (France)

- Mr Philip Large, scientist specialising in the management of deep-water stocks at Lowestoft 
Laboratory, CEFAS (Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Studies)
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- Mr Matthew Gianni, independent consultant; member of the North Sea Regional Advisory 
Council

- Ms Maria de la Fuensanta Candela Castillo, representing DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs 
at the Commission; responsible for deep-water stocks

Meeting of 19-20 December 2007

- Mr Fokion Fotiadis, Director-General of DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs at the 
Commission 

- Mr Luis Vieira, State Secretary for fisheries, representing the Portuguese Minister for 
agriculture, rural development and fisheries, President-in-Office of the Council

Meeting of 23-24 January 2008

- Mr Iztok Jarc, Minister for agriculture, forestry and food policy of the Republic of Slovenia 
and President-in-Office of the Council

- Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs

Meeting of 27-28 February 2008

Community system against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing

- Ms Hélène Bours of the CFFA (Coalition for Fair Fisheries Arrangements)
- Mr Bruno Correard of the RFA (Responsible Fishing Alliance)
- Mr Joaquim Cadilla Castro, Vice-President of the Spanish Fisheries Confederation
- Mr Mamadou Amadou Ball, Director of the unit for the coordination of surveillance 

operations in Banjul

Protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems:

- Mr Ricardo Serrao Santos, Director of the Department of Oceanography and Fisheries of the 
University of the Azores

Consequences of diesel price increases in the fisheries sector:

- Mr Javier Garat, Vice-President of Europêche
- Mr José Manuel Gil de Barnabe, member of Europêche
- Mr Ettore Ianni, member of the fisheries section of COGECA
- Mr Genaro Amigo Coucino, member of Europêche
- Ms Patrizia Notarnicola, member of Europêche

Meeting of 27 March 2008

Public hearing on ‘the situation and future prospects for aquaculture’:

- Ms Lara Barazi-Yeroulanos, Vice-President of the Greek Mariculture Federation
- Ms Julie Diminant, attaché, National Committee of Shellfish Farming
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- Ms Elena Mente, assistant professor, Department of Agriculture, Fish and the Aquatic 
Environment, University of Thessaly (Greece)

- Mr Javier Ojeda, Director of APROMAR (Employers’ Association of Aquaculture Producers 
- Spain)

- Mr Alistair Lane, Director-General of the European Aquaculture Society
- Mr François Simard, adviser on fisheries and maritime affairs, Mediterranean Information 

Office (IUCN)
- Mr Richie Flynn, Secretary-General of the Irish Farmers Association, Aquaculture Section 

(Ireland)

Meeting of 2-3 April 2008

- Mr Kikis Kazamias, member of the European Court of Auditors (presentation of Court of 
Auditors special report 7/2007)

- Mr Ricardo Passos, representing the European Parliament’s Legal Service

Citizen’s Agora:

- Mr Gérard Onesta, Vice-President of the European Parliament 

Meeting of 5-6 May 2008

Legislative and work programme (LWP) 2009 on the basis of the annual policy strategy (APS) 
2009, Treaty of Lisbon, fisheries agreement between the EC and Mauritania and other matters:

- Mr Joe Borg, European Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs

Change in the name, tasks and structure of DG MARE at the Commission:
- Mr Fokion Fotiadis, Director-General of DG MARE at the Commission.

Presentation of a study on ‘the environmental effects of fishing gear and the social and economic 
consequences of their modification, substitution or withdrawal’
- Mr José Franco, author of the study
- Mr Esteban Puente (AZTI Tecnalia)

Control of illegal bluefin tuna fishing in the Mediterranean:
- Mr Harm Koster, Executive Director of the Community Fisheries Control Agency 

Meeting of 28 May 2008

Presentation of the scientific campaign by the IEO in Patagonia (South-West Atlantic) to identify 
and map vulnerable areas of the seabed:
- Mr Fernando Curcio Ruigomez, Director-General for Fisheries Resources and Aquaculture

(Spain)
- Mr Julio Martínez Portela, scientist from the Spanish Oceanography Institute
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Workshop on ‘Application of the ecosystem approach to fisheries management’:

- Dr Ola Flaaten, lecturer at the university of Tromso (Norway)
- Dr Paul Connolly, Head of Fisheries Science Services, Marine Institute (Ireland)
- Dr Adela Rey Aneiros, lecturer in public international law at the university of La Coruna 

(Spain)
- Dr Jake Rice, Director of Advice and Assessment for the Canadian Department of Fisheries 

and Oceans

Meeting of 25-26 June 2008

The crisis in the fisheries sector caused by rising fuel oil prices:
- Mr Guy Vernaeve, secretary-general of Europêche
- Mr Ramiro Otero, president of the fisheries sector of the ETF (European Transport Workers' 

Federation)

Presentation of the RSPB - Birdlife international UK report - ‘Towards a Community action plan 
to reduce incidental catches of seabirds in fisheries’:
- Dr Euan Dunn, Head of marine policy

Towards a ‘European cormorant management plan’ to minimise the increasing impact of 
cormorants on fish stocks, fisheries and aquaculture:
- Dr Franz Kohl, chair of the cormorant group of the European Anglers Alliance
- Mr Angelo Cau, lecturer at the Institute for animal biology and ecology at the University of 

Cagliari

Meeting of 15-16 July 2008

- Mr Michel Barnier, French Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries, President-in-Office of the 
Council

Meeting of 28 August 2008

Presentation of a study on ‘the role of women in the sustainable development of European 
fishing areas’
- Ms Katia Frangoudes, consultant at the University of Western Brittany

Meeting of 8-9 September 2008

- Ms Roth-Behrendt, chair of the working party on parliamentary reform

Herring stocks in the west of Scotland:
- Mr Derek Duthie, representing the Pelagics Regional Advisory Council 
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Conference on ‘a stronger dialogue between scientists and fishermen for a renovated common 
fisheries policy’:

- Ms Sylvie Alexandre, director for marine fisheries and aquaculture at the French Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries

- Mr Fokion Fotiadis, director-general at DG MARE at the Commission
- Dr Michael Sissenwinne, chair at the ICES advisory committee
- Mr John Casey, Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS)
- Mr Javier Garat, Vice-President of EUROPÊCHE
- Mrs Aukje Coers, secretary of the Pelagics RAC
- Mr Patrick Daniel, Commission, DG MARE
- Mr Willy Vanhee, Institute for Agriculture and Fisheries Research (ILVO), Ostend
- Mr Joseph Horwood, president of the ICES
- Mr Giampaolo Buonfiglio, president of the fisheries section of COGECA
- Mr José Antonio Suarez Llanos, president of the long distance RAC GT 3
- Mr Yves Foëzon, Vice-President of the RAC for the South
- Mr Luc Van Hoof, FEUFAR (IMARES Coordination)
- Mr Antonio Di Natale, Aquastudio Research Institute
- Mr Philippe Gros, scientific strategy and forward-looking studies department, IFREMER
- Mr Michael Park, vice-president of the North Sea RAC
- Mr Jacques Bigot, member of the fisheries section of the ETF (European Transport Workers' 

Federation)

Meeting of 7 October 2008

Towards a ‘European cormorant management plan’ to minimise the increasing impact of 
cormorants on fish stocks, fishing and aquaculture:
- Mr Daniel Gerdeaux, responsible for the lake hydrobiology station at INRA (National 

Institute for Agronomic Research) at Thonon, France
- Mr David Carss, coordinator of the INTERCAFE project (interdisciplinary initiative to 

reduce pan-European conflicts between fisheries and cormorants)

Presentation of a study on technical measures in the CFP and the reform of Council Regulation 
850/98:
- Mr Stuart Reeves, member of CEFAS (Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Sciences) and Chair of the working party on the management of mixed fisheries at ICES 
(International Council for the Exploration of the Sea)

Public hearing on ‘Conservation of fisheries resources through technical measures’:

- Mr Ricardo Passos, representing the European Parliament’s Legal Service
- Mr Rogério Feio, expert in marine biology and fisheries and regional fisheries director in the 

Azores regional government
- Mr Jacques Pichon, president of the producers’ organisation ‘Pêcheurs de Manche et 

Atlantique’ in France and member of the executive committee of the north-western waters 
regional advisory council

- Mr Anton Dekker, representing the Netherlands fishing industry
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- Mr Mike Park, representing the Scottish white fish producers’ association and member of the 
North Sea Regional Advisory Council

Meeting of 5 November 2008

Presentation of a study on ‘marketing and price formation of fisheries and aquaculture products’:
- Mr Philip Rodgers, Erinshore Economics Limited.

Presentation of a study on ‘the financial and non-financial instruments of the common 
organisation of the markets in fisheries and aquaculture products’:
- Mr Dominique Aviat, AND International.

Public hearing on producers’ organisations:

- Mr Sean O'Donoghue, president of the EAPO (European Association of Fisheries Producers’ 
Organisations)

- Mr Frederico Pereira, coordinator of the executive committee of the Federation of Fisheries 
Unions in Portugal

- Mr Antoni Garau Coll, deputy secretary of the management board of the Mallorcamar 
producers’ organisation in Mallorca, Spain

- Mr David Anderson, director-general of Aberdeen Fish Producers' Organisation Ltd., UK
- Mr Liberato Fernandes, president of the fisheries sector federation in the Azores, Portugal
- Mr Xoan Lopez, secretary-general of the Galician Federation of ‘Confrarías’ (fishermen’s 

associations), Spain.

Meeting of 2 December 2008

Results of the bluefin tuna surveillance campaign in the Mediterranean and 2009 work 
programme and budget of the control agency:
- Mr Harm Koster, executive director of the Community Fisheries Control Agency 

Meeting of 21 January 2009

- Mr Petr Gandalovic, Czech Minister for Agriculture, President-in-Office of the Council 

Meeting of 10-11 February 2009

Public hearing on the health check and future reform of the common fisheries policy (CFP):

- Mr Joe Borg, member of the Commission for maritime affairs and fisheries
- Mr Hugo Andersson, president of the North Sea regional advisory council
- Mr Mogens Schou, ministerial advisor, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, 

Denmark
- Mr Benoît Guérin, secretary-general, south-western waters regional advisory council
- Mr Loïc Laisné, deputy director of maritime fisheries and aquaculture, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Fisheries, France
- Mr Eurico Monteiro, director-general, Directorate-General of Fisheries and Aquaculture, 

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries, Portugal
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- Mr Richard Pullen, head of the sea fisheries conservation division, Department of the 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, UK

- Mr Carlos Aldereguia, executive secretary, long-distance fleet regional advisory council
- Ms Concepción Sanchez Trujillano, deputy director, sub-directorate-general for Community 

fisheries affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Spain
- Mr Francesco Saverio Abate, director-general for sea fisheries and aquaculture, representing 

the Italian national administration

Community monitoring system to ensure adherence to the rules of the common fisheries policy:

- Mr Harm Koster, director of the Community Fisheries Control Agency
- Mr Ramon Franquesa, economist at the University of Barcelona

Meeting of 31 March 2009

Piracy in the Indian Ocean:

- Mr José Angel Angulo Errazquin, director of ANABAC (Spanish association of tuna seiner 
owners), and 

- Mr Pierre Alain Carré, fleet director of CMB, responsible for a large proportion of the French 
fleet, representing ORTHONGEL (French frozen tuna producers organisation).

Meeting of 30 April 2009

Presentation of the Commission communication of 8 April 2009 on a strategy for the sustainable 
development of aquaculture and the Green Paper of 21 April 2009 on the reform of the CFP:
- Mr Fotiadis, director-general of DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs at the Commission 

The competition, considered to be unfair, arising from imports into the EU of aquaculture 
products from Turkey:

- Mr Miguel Saura Cediel, representing Spanish Aquaculture Associations
- Ms Yvette White, secretary-general of the French Aquaculture Federation
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Annex 15 - Staff attached or previously attached* to the Committee on Fisheries

The following work and/or have worked* for the Committee on Fisheries over this period (2004-
2009):

Secretariat

Head of Unit
Philippe MUSQUAR 

Alberto RODAS*
Administrators

Marília CRESPO
Jesús PARDO

Einars PUNKSTINS
Claudio QUARANTA

Peter CLINTON*
Elena GABARDI*

Pablo de PASCUAL PANIAGUA*
Tea SEVON*

Agneta STURESSON*
Michael TOPPING*

Assistant (Coordinator)
Catherine DE HAENE
Secretaries/Assistants

Claudine DELEU
Gwénaëlle DEPIERRAZ

Anabela PEREIRA
Els VANHOVEN

Patricia ORR*
Rocio RODRIGO MUNOZ*

Ana Paula SOARES*
Anett WEBER*

Policy department ‘Structural and cohesion policies’ (fisheries section)

Jesús IBORRA MARTIN
Ana Olivert AMADO*

Eva CASALPRIM*

Political group advisors

PPE: Mauro Belardinelli
PSE: Elke Esders

Teresa Mergulhão*
ALDE: Michele Barneschi

Kimmo Collander*
Airis Meier*

VERTS/ALE: Michael Earle
Lachlan Muir

GUE/NGL: Mafalda Guerreiro
Pedro de Carvalho*

IND/DEM: Gary Cartwright
UEN: Claire Donlon

Michael Mc Greal*
NI: Susan Kerr

Geneviève Locqueville*
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