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The term "comitology" or "committee procedure" refers to the procedures under 
which the Commission executes the implementing powers conferred to it by each 
legislative instrument, with the assistance of "comitology" committees. These special 
committees, which are fora for discussions and issue technical opinions, consist 
exclusively of representatives of the Member States and are chaired by the 
Commission.
The Committee on Fisheries (PECH) secretariat receives from the European 
Commission several types of documents related to comitology procedures.

1. How are these documents transmitted? Who to contact in the PECH 
secretariat?

 The documents are transmitted by email to all Members of the Committee, as 
well as to the political groups' advisers.

 The titles clearly indicate the heading procedure as transmitted by the 
Commission:
- INFO: Basic information; documents not falling under the two 

procedures below;
- RoS: Right of Scrutiny; documents falling under the management and

the regulatory procedure (the "old" droit de regard procedure);
- RPS: Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny (the "new" procedure);

 When applicable, a deadline for proposing an objection will be clearly 
indicated, pursuant to Rule 88, paragraph 2 of the Rules of Procedure.

 For practical reasons, a special mailbox was also created called IP-PECH
COMITOLOGY Secretariat.

 Link to comitology register: the forwarded e-mails contain the documents, 
but also a link to the new comitology register of the Commission. This link 
will allow access to all relevant documents related to the draft measure. A 
password is needed to access the register. This can be obtained by replying to 
the secretariat's emails. The forwarded e-mails also contain a HTML page 
with all information concerning the document ("document information").

 Further background information on the procedures: a short text describing the 
main basic elements of the procedures is annexed to each e-mail (see below)

 A team within the PECH secretariat deals with the transmission of comitology 
documents sent by the Commission. The PECH Comitology team is composed 
by Marilia Crespo, administrator (43702), Els Vanhoven (43240) and 
Claudine Deleu (43671) (secretarial support). Questions or other observations 
can also be sent  to the special mailbox IP-PECH-COMITOLOGY 
@europarl.europa.eu
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2. Background information on the procedures

The Committee on Fisheries secretariat may receive from the European 
Commission several types of documents relating to draft implementing measures
of the basic legislation.

 INFO: Documents received for information:
This concerns all the documents that do not fall under the right of scrutiny
(RoS) or the regulatory procedure with scrutiny (RPS). These documents 
include basic information on comitology committees' agendas for comitology 
committee meetings, the results of voting and summary records of the 
meetings, lists of the authorities and organisations to which the persons 
designated by the Member States to represent them belong, and information on 
whenever the Commission transmits to the Council measures or proposals of 
measures to be taken (Article 7(3) of the Decision 1999/468/EC). These 
documents can be found on the following EPADES link: epades public\doc 
autresinstitutions\Commissioneuropéenne\comitologie\droitd'information\year
\reference.

 RoS - "droit de regard" 
Under the "droit de regard", which applies only where the basic act was 
adopted under the codecision procedure, the texts of the final draft of the 
implementing measures are subject to Parliament's formal scrutiny ("droit de 
regard") once the responsible comitology committee has delivered its opinion 
and before the formal adoption by the Commission. Pursuant to Article 8 of 
Decision 1999/468/EC and Rule 88 of its Rules of Procedure, the European 
Parliament may adopt a resolution stating its belief that such measures would 
exceed the implementing powers provided for in the basic instrument. The 
European Parliament has a period of one month to adopt such a resolution
beginning on the date of receipt of the final draft of the implementing 
measures in the language versions submitted to the members of the 
comitology committee concerned. In urgent cases this period may be 
shortened, and the European Parliament may delegate its powers to the 
parliamentary committee responsible according to Rule 88 (3) of the EP Rules 
of Procedure.

 RPS - Regulatory procedure with scrutiny ("new" procedure)

When the basic legislation adopted under the codecision procedure provides 
for the adoption of the implementing measure under the "regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny", pursuant to Article 5a of Decision 1999/468/EC, the European 
Parliament, acting by absolute majority, may oppose the draft implementing 
measure on grounds that it exceeds the implementing powers provided for in 
the basic legislation, or it is not compatible with the aim or the content of the 
basic legislation or does not respect the principles of subsidiarity or 
proportionality. The European Parliament has usually a period of three months 
to oppose the draft measure. If it does so, the draft measure shall not be 
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adopted by the Commission, who may then submit an amended draft or 
present a legislative proposal.

A basic legislation may, in duly substantiated exceptional cases, provide for an 
extension of one month of the time-limits or for a curtail of it.

A basic legislation may also provide, on imperative grounds of urgency, that a 
special procedure applies. In that case, the Commission adopts the measures 
envisaged, which are immediately implemented. The European Parliament has 
a period of one month to object, acting by qualified majority, to them. If that is 
the case, the Commission shall repeal the measures.

 Deadline for proposing an objection
Pursuant to Rule 88 (2) of the EP Rules of Procedure, the Chair shall set a 
deadline for Committee Members to propose an objection to the final draft of 
the implementing measure each time the European Parliament has a "right of 
scrutiny" (being it under the "old" or the "new" comitology procedure). This 
deadline normally set is more or less a week for RoS and two weeks for RPS 
after the draft  implementation measure has been transmitted to Members. If 
one or several Members wish to object to a draft implementation measure, 
they must inform the committee secretariat (IP- PECH Comitology 
@europarl.europa.eu).

3. Where to find the basic legal texts related to comitology?

Article 202 of the EC Treaty 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:12002E202:EN:HTML

Council Decision 1999/468/EC, as amended by Decision 2006/512/EC
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1999D0468:2006
0723:EN:PDF

Bilateral Agreement between the EP and the Commission on procedures for 
implementing Council Decision 1999/468/EC, as amended by Decision 2006/512/EC
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:143:0001:0004:EN:PDF

Rule 88 of the EP Rules of Procedure
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-
EP+20090309+RULE-081+DOC+XML+V0//EN&navigationBar=YES

The register of comitology of the European Commission
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index_en.htm

The Comitology Handbook for MEP, March 2009
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/pid/2335
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4. What types of committees assist the Commission in the management of the 
Common Fisheries Policy?

The DG MARE of the European Commission is currently assisted by the following 
3 comitology committees:

 Committee for the Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector (CFAS) whose 
opinion is requested on subjects dealing with the general implementation of 
the Common Fisheries Policy

Basic legal act: Council Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 of 20 December 2002 
on the conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources under 
the Common Fisheries Policy

 European Fisheries Fund Committee (EFFC), which is convened for issues 
dealing with the European Fisheries Fund. As far as the closure exercise for 
the programming period 2000-2006 is not finished, the EFF Committee is also
responsible for issues regarding the Financial Instrument for Fisheries 
Guidance. 
Basic legal act: Council Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 of 27 July 2006 on 
the European Fisheries Fund (Article 23 of Council Regulation (EC) No 
2792/1999 of 17 December 1999 laying down detailed rules and arrangements 
regarding Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector and Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 laying down general 
provisions on the Structural Funds)

 Management Committee for Fisheries Products (MCFP), which assists the 
Commission on subjects related to the common organisation of the markets in 
fishery and aquaculture products.

Basic legal act: Council Regulation (EC) No 104/2000 of 17 December 1999 
on the common organisation of the markets in fishery and aquaculture 
products

The DG EUROSTAT of the European Commission is assisted mainly by the
following comitology committee, when dealing with fisheries and aquaculture 
statistics:

 Standing Committee for Agricultural Statistics (SCAS)

Basic legal acts: 72/279/EEC: Council Decision of 31 July 1972 setting up a 
Standing Committee for Agricultural Statistics
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5. Which are, in the area of competence of the Committee on Fisheries as the 
responsible committee, the basic legal acts in force adopted under codecision 
and  providing for the application to certain implementing measures under
the "droit de regard" or the "RPS"comitology procedures?

The Comitology Decision gives the European Parliament a right to review how 
legislative acts adopted by the co-decision procedure are implemented. Until now, the 
Committee on Fisheries acted as the committee responsible under the co-decision 
procedure only for files regarding statistical fisheries and aquaculture data where 
the legal basis applicable is Article 285 of the EC Treaty. Consequently, this is the 
area within the competence of the Committee on Fisheries as the responsible 
committee where the "droit de regard" and the RPS currently apply (however, it is to 
be noted that according to Rule 88 (1) of the EP Rules of procedure, the Committee 
on Fisheries shall also be invited to communicate its views orally or by letter to the 
parliamentary committee responsible, when the procedure with associated committees 
has been applied in the EP with regard to other legal basic acts from which derive the 
implementing measures envisaged).

Basic legal acts (under the responsibility of the Standing Committee for 
Agricultural Statistics - SCAS):

- Regulation (EC) 1921/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 
December 2006, on the submission of statistical data on landings of fishery 
products in Member States and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) 1382/91 (OJ 
L403 of 30.12.2006)
- Regulation (EC) 762/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 
July 2008, on the submission by Member States of statistics on aquaculture and 
repealing Council Regulation (EC) 788/96 (Text with EEA relevance) (OJ L218 
of 13.08.2008)
- Regulation (EC) No 216/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 March 2009 on the submission of nominal catch statistics by Member States 
fishing in certain areas other than those of the North Atlantic (recast) (Text with 
EEA relevance) (OJ L88 of 31.03.2009)
- Regulation (EC) No 217/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 March 2009 on the submission of catch and activity statistics by Member 
States fishing in the north-west Atlantic (recast) (Text with EEA relevance)
(OJ L87 of 31.03.2009)
- Regulation (EC) No 218/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 March 2009 on the submission of nominal catch statistics by Member States 
fishing in the north-east Atlantic (recast) (Text with EEA relevance) (OJ L87 of 
31.03.2009)

6. What about the future of comitology under the Treaty of Lisbon?

"The entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon would imply a completely new situation 
as regards comitology, as it establishes a hierarchy of norms with a distinction
between legislative acts, delegated acts (Article 290) and implementing acts (Article 
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291) (whilst repealing the current Article 202, legal basis for the Comitology 
Decision). It is very important to note that, as regards the acquis communautaire, all 
legislation adopted before the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon would continue 
to be applied, including all provisions on comitology. RPS and the ‘traditional’ 
comitology procedures would continue to exist until the basic act is repealed or 
modified in accordance with the provisions of the Treaty of Lisbon" (Comitology 
Handbook, March 2009)

More information on general issues of comitology or on aspects of this area 
specifically regarding fisheries and aquaculture will follow in the next editions of 
PECH Comitology News.

The PECH Comitology team
July 2009
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