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Mr Chairman, esteemed members, ladies and gentlemen, 
 

First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the members of the 

committee on their election to the European Parliament. The Swedish presidency and I wish 

you all the best and great success in your new term of office. Our intention is to have effective 

cooperation with the committee during our presidency. And our hope is that, in partnership 

with you, we will be able to bring the matters that are on the table to a successful conclusion. 

 

My intention today is to give a brief account of the Swedish presidency’s priorities regarding 

ICT and telecom issues. If necessary, I will go into more detail as regards some of these 

matters when answering any questions you may have. 

 

Our society currently faces two problems that we must take extremely seriously, namely 

the economic crisis and climate change. It is important, therefore, to take a broad view of 

ICT policy as a solution to difficult problems – ICT as an important component of an eco-

efficient economy.  

 

To develop the European information society, the Swedish presidency believes we must 

implement ICT strategies that help the EU to shift from supporting the information society to 

ensuring it has the maximum impact possible. The information society shall pervade all 

sectors of society in order to achieve the maximum effect. We must show the benefits of ICT 

even more clearly – both to citizens and to businesses. Above all, we must bring our small 

enterprises on board, because they are still being left behind when it comes to ICT use.  

 

ICT has already demonstrated how it can contribute to growth in productivity. Half of the 

growth in productivity in the EU between 1995 and 2004 is attributable to ICT. The potential 

of ICT to further contribute to economic growth and create more jobs must be better 

exploited, especially in these times of economic difficulty.  

 

In the short term, ICT solutions can increase efficiency and create conditions for restructuring 

and reduced costs. In the longer term, ICT can continue to be a platform for innovation and 

efficiency improvement in many different areas, not only areas like eGovernment and 

eHealth, but also within the construction, transport and energy sectors. [I will return to the 

latter later on.] Investment in ICT infrastructure and competence enhancement is investment 
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that we can make today to promote positive development in both the short and the long term. 

Allow me to stress the importance of incorporating the link between the information society 

and economic growth into discussions on a new Lisbon strategy. 

 

ICT also has major potential when it comes to improving the climate and the environment. 

ICT is an effective instrument for improving the efficiency of transport, buildings and energy 

supply. The EU’s ambitious efforts to improve energy efficiency are particularly welcome. 

Since my political remit also includes transport policy issues, I can see clear synergies 

between ICT and transport. Within the field of ITS, intelligent transport systems, ICT 

solutions help to reduce congestion, increase traffic safety, improve logistics and reduce fuel 

consumption. There are also intensive efforts being made in this field at the EU level. ITS will 

be discussed as a priority issue during the Swedish presidency and at the World Congress on 

Intelligent Transport Systems in Stockholm in the autumn.  

 

Despite all the evidence that ICT is an important tool in the fight against negative climate 

change, not everyone is convinced. Unfortunately, ICT issues have been conspicuous in their 

absence in the discussions currently being held prior to the climate summit in Copenhagen. 

Let us all lend a hand in highlighting ICT issues in the climate debate. 

 

Sweden will allocate priority to two main issues during its presidency: 

The first is to contribute to the development of a progressive ICT policy in the EU. This issue 

will be discussed at a high-level conference in Visby in November and in council conclusions 

in December. 

 

The second is to contribute to more efficient radio spectrum management in the EU. This 

issue is part of the broader strategy for the Baltic Sea region. 

 

Furthermore, we will continue the work on the Telecoms Package and discuss network and 

information security issues.  

 

As regards the Telecoms Package, it is important for us to achieve rapid closure. This is 

important in order to strengthen competition and consumer protection in Europe. More 

efficient competition leads to lower prices and more and better services for us as users. The 

new regulations will also reduce the uncertainty of businesses – which will stimulate 
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investment. Improved competition and greater drivers of investment in ICT infrastructure are 

key pieces of the jigsaw regarding Europe’s recovery from the ongoing economic crisis. 

 

To enable both consumers and operators within the sector to benefit from all the advantages 

of the Telecoms Package, we must work together effectively and strive to adopt the package 

as quickly as possible. I’m counting on our continued constructive cooperation. The 

Commission naturally also has a key role to play in ensuring that we reach a good 

compromise between the Council of Ministers and the Parliament. 

 

In the same way as the Council, the Swedish presidency wants the conciliation process 

concerning the Telecoms Package to be fast and limited, since it is crucial for both economic 

recovery and for consumer rights in the area that the package be adopted quickly. . This 

requires close contact between us in order to reach an agreement. As you know, the European 

Parliament and the Council were able to reach agreement on all the issues in the package apart 

from addendum 138 (or 46). 

 
I would also like to stress that the outstanding issue in the Telecoms Package – and perhaps 

above all the ensuing debate about it – has clearly shown how important the Internet is for the 

citizens of Europe. It is crucial that we work in tandem to clarify the importance of the 

Internet for disseminating information and for a lively democratic debate. Our efforts should 

be zealous and extend beyond the Telecoms Package. We will formulate a regulatory 

framework that is logical, practicable and legally secure for Europe’s citizens. At the same 

time, we will take the debate on the importance of the Internet with the utmost seriousness. 

 

* * * 

The European ICT policy strategy following the i2010 Action Plan will receive a great 

deal of attention during our presidency. The i2010 initiative is the EU’s umbrella strategy for 

the information society and media policy and will be concluded next year. I would like the 

European Parliament and the Council to begin an intensive debate on the future of the 

European ICT policy as soon as possible. As you perhaps know, the Commission has begun 

public consultation on how the i2010 Action Plan is to be followed up. The Swedish 

presidency is arranging a high-level conference on the future European ICT policy on 9-10 

November.  
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To provide background material for the discussion, the Swedish presidency has commissioned 

a consultant’s report that is due to be presented shortly. Several of you have already been of 

assistance by consenting to interviews and participating in workshops. Our intention is that 

the ensuing debate both prior to and during the conference will make a substantial 

contribution to the work on a new European ICT policy. I would really appreciate 

contributions from you on this issue and I therefore welcome continued dialogue between our 

institutions. We also hope to be able to hold a joint seminar here in the Parliament in October. 

This will provide an excellent opportunity to exchange thoughts and ideas. Joint discussions 

can help us to assess the effects of the European ICT policy more effectively whilst enabling 

us to develop new objectives and find the best ways of fulfilling them. 

 
As a response to the request from the European Council in March 2009 “to develop a 

European strategy for broadband no later than by the end of 2009”, the Commission is 

planning to adopt a communication on such a strategy in October. As part of the EU’s 

recovery plan, the Commission is planning to adopt a recommendation on guidelines for 

government support to broadband. This is a very important issue. We all know that broadband 

is of major social and economic significance in today’s society. On the basis of all these 

initiatives, I intend to propose to the Council in December that it adopt conclusions which will 

help the Commission to develop a future European ICT strategy post-2010. Work to develop 

the strategy will continue during the forthcoming Spanish presidency. 

 

And now I’d like to turn to our second priority area, radio spectrum and the “digital 

dividend”. The Commission is expected to adopt a communication in October. The 

communication will contain the most important measures and the central milestones for the 

introduction of a coordinated digital dividend strategy. A meeting on the use of radio 

frequencies (a spectrum summit) will also be held during the autumn. But these activities do 

not represent the start of the work but should rather be seen as milestones. It is the 

Commission’s opinion that harmonisation can lead to economic gains for the EU of between 

20-50 billion Euro by 2015. These gains could be even greater in the longer term. 

 

A large number of Member States have already taken national decisions in this important 

issue; an issue in which international coordination plays a crucial part. If the digital dividend 

is designed differently in different Member States, we risk missing this unique opportunity. 

The reason for this is that individual national markets are far too small for market players to 
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be interested in developing technical solutions and services that are unique to each country. A 

harmonised approach to the digital dividend will stimulate innovation and business 

opportunities as a result of it being possible to develop new services and devices at a 

reasonable cost. A good example of previously successful harmonisation and coordination is 

the global introduction of the GSM mobile telephony standard. Harmonised and efficient use 

of the limited radio frequencies will contribute to economic growth as the frequencies 

represent a key input in effective communication services. 

 

The currently topical frequency band is also extraordinarily well suited to offering high-

quality mobile broadband with good coverage, not least in sparsely populated areas. Used 

correctly, the digital dividend can therefore help to reduce the digital divide between urban 

and rural areas throughout the EU. Neither must we forget the digital divide between the 

young and the old. Everyone should be able to use the Internet, regardless of age or level of 

education. 

 

The Member States are expected to have completed the switch-over from analogue to digital 

TV before the end of 2012. There is therefore an acute need for coordination in order to 

achieve harmonised use of the digital dividend. The advantages of the digital dividend will be 

realised only through cooperation on the international, European and bilateral level. The 

Swedish presidency is therefore looking forward to the Commission’s proposal. 

 

In this context I would also like to draw a link to the Baltic Sea Strategy which is an 

important overarching priority for the Swedish Presidency and of which the digital dividend 

is an important area of cooperation. A conference on this subject was held in Helsinki on 9 

June. At this conference the Baltic Sea littoral states agreed upon a declaration on the value 

of broadband and efficient spectrum use. This meeting should be seen as a first step in the 

continued process of developing a common macro-regional position on the digital dividend. I 

hope that this can serve as a good example for macro-regional co-operation in other parts of 

Europe.   

 

In addition to these two priority issues regarding the future ICT policy and radio spectrum, 

Sweden will also be following up the work done by the Czech presidency. We will continue 

working on issues concerning network and information security and protection of critical 

information infrastructure. The EU lacks a uniform, efficient and convincing strategy in this 
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area. In this regard, the work of the European Network and Information Security Agency 

(ENISA) should be reviewed. Our hope is that the Council can adopt a resolution in 

December on network and information security; a resolution that will benefit both citizens and 

businesses.  

 
Esteemed members, I am looking forward to working together with you to promote the 

information society in Europe – an eco-efficient economy for economic growth, more jobs 

and a better environment.  

 
I believe that the European Parliament and the Council, in addition to concluding negotiations 

on the Telecoms Package, should actively work together on the important political issues that 

we will be discussing during the autumn, namely a joint European ICT strategy post-2010, 

radio spectrum and the digital dividend. 

 

The committee I am now addressing also has responsibility for the Commission’s proposal for 

a regulation amending Regulation 1321/2004 on the establishment of structures for the 

management of the European satellite-navigation programmes (Galileo and EGNOS). Last 

year, the European Parliament and the Council reached an agreement on new governance and 

procurement models for the programmes. At that time, we also asked the Commission to draft 

a proposal to further adapt previously relevant structures for governance and procurement. We 

therefore welcome this proposal that is needed in order to bring the necessary clarity to the 

remaining issues. The legal credibility of the programmes is crucial, especially in relation to 

third parties. We believe that this proposal will help to strengthen the credibility of the 

programmes. 

 

The Council has begun its preparatory work. Our ambition is to work quickly with this 

proposal – in close cooperation with the rapporteur and other members of the parliament – in 

the hope of reaching a first-reading agreement in the autumn.  

 

 
I am now happy to answer any question you may have. Whatever happens, I sincerely hope 

that we will have more opportunities to continue to discuss ICT and telecom issues together 

during the Swedish presidency. 

 

Thank you very much! 
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