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TRAN Committee meeting
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Adoption of draft report

International carriage by rail (COTIF)
Rapporteur: Mr Dieter-Lebrecht Koch 
(EPP, DE)
Consultation procedure

In his short intervention before the vote, the 
rapporteur reminded the Committee that the 
European Parliament had already approved the 
conclusion of the agreement in 2004. He argued that 
the accession of the EU to the convention was 
necessary in order to speak with one voice on topics 
governed by EU law. 

The accession had been postponed due to a growing 
realisation that some articles were not compatible 
with EU law and it was necessary to review the 
agreement. He stated that the modified agreement 
solves these problems and the rapporteur therefore 
recommended that the Committee approve the 
agreement.

The report was adopted by 30: 0: 0

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: November 2009.

Exchange of views

Intelligent Transport Systems
Rapporteur: Anne E. Jensen (ALDE, DK)
Codecision procedure

The rapporteur reported back to the Committee on 
the results of the informal trilogues held on 14 
October and 3 November. Ms Jensen explained that
the SE Presidency had given Council's preliminary 
position for each parliamentary amendment. 

The main points of convergence between the 
institutions were the four priority ITS actions (data 
collection and procedures, EU-wide travel and traffic 
information, e-call and secure parking lots), scope 
limitation for specifications and interoperability. 

The main points of divergence were the mandatory 
deployment of the four priority actions, liability 
issues and data protection. For those issues, the 
rapporteur asked for an extension of the negotiating 
mandate given by the Committee. 

All shadow rapporteurs backed the request for 
further negotiations and clarified that there is a need 
for Council to move closer to Parliament's position 
on key issues, e.g. mandatory deployment. The 
rapporteur's extension request was granted.

In supporting Parliament's position, the Commission 
stated that this would mean data protection was 
ensured and clarified. Furthermore, it explained that 
ITS was not related to the mandatory introduction of 
'black boxes' in vehicles. 

Reporting formalities for ships
Rapporteur: Mr Dirk Sterckx (ALDE, BE)
Codecision procedure, first reading

In his presentation, Mr Sterckx highlighted the 
importance of lighter, electronic data transmission if 
maritime transport was to compete on level terms 
with road and the need to support the Commission’s 
proposed deadline of 2013. Other key issues would 
be integration with electronic customs,  facilitating 
access to Pilot Exemption Certificates and the 
language regime. 

The shadow rapporteurs supported this general 
approach, noting that there was  also an issue 
regarding landlocked countries which had flagged 
ships. 

The Commission representative welcomed 
Parliament’s support for ensuring early entry into 
force of the Directive and expressed confidence that 
the other outstanding issues could be resolved. 

Timetable foreseen:
 Draft report: January 2010.

Aviation security charges
Rapporteur: Mr Jörg Leichtfried (S&D, AT)
Codecision procedure, first reading

Mr Leichtfried presented his working document 
wh ich  analyses the Commission's proposal to 
establish a number of basic principles to be 
respected by airport operators when they determine 
security charges. These are: non-discrimination, 
consultation and remedy, transparency, cost-
relatedness of security charges and the 
establishment of a supervisory authority. In 
principle, the Rapporteur broadly agrees with the 
proposal but highlighted the fact that the issue of 
financing has not been tackled and that it is still up 
to Member States to decide if and how to organise 
the financing (paid by the State or the users or a 
mix of both). 
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He reminded those present that Parliament had 
repeatedly called in vain for financing of security 
charges to be regulated.  He sought views on this 
from the new TRAN Committee.

The discussion showed that a vast majority of 
Members agreed that the financing of aviation 
security costs should be regulated. In particular,
Member States and not the user should bear the 
cost of security measures if they go beyond the 
measures foreseen in Regulation (EC) 300/2008. 
The Committee Members agreed that they are 
willing to negotiate with the Council on the issue of 
financing as a sine qua non condition.

Timetable foreseen:
 Draft report: January 2010.

The implementation of air passenger 
rights 

Members expressed their concerns about the high 
number of complaints they receive regularly from 
citizens with regard to the application of Regulation 
No 261/2004 on common rules on compensation 
and assistance to passengers in the event of denied 
boarding and of cancellation or long delay of flights
which entered into force in 2005.

The Commission postponed the adoption of its 
implementation report to 2010 and TRAN therefore 
invited Anne Houtman,  the responsible Director 
within the Commission, to discuss the matter with 
Members. 

In her presentation, Ms Houtman, stressed the 
responsibility of Member States' National 
Enforcement Bodies (NEB), which handle the 
complaints.  In 2008 there were around 50.000 
complaints. The Commission regularly meets the
NEBs, airlines, stakeholders and passenger 
organisations to find ways of reconciling the 
interests of passengers and airlines/airports. The 
Commission has taken a number of steps to improve 
the situation: an EU complaint form for passengers, 
regular meetings with NEBs and a public 
consultation in order to get reliable data on existing
problems.

The majority of Members were not satisfied with the 
Commission's presentation and stressed the need for 
clear facts and figures, i.e. categories of complaints, 
follow-up of complaints, by type of airline, on the 
rights of people with reduced mobility and on the 
ECJ judgments which gave clear guidance on the
application of some aspects of the Regulation which 
were too broadly interpreted by some airlines to the 
detriment of the passenger.

The lively and broad discussion made it clear that 
there is not only a need for stricter monitoring by 
the Commission but also a need for measures to 
address of shortcomings.  Members also stressed 
that they expected the Commission to come up with 
a concrete proposal and not just with a further 
Communication or even studies.

The action plan on urban mobility

In her presentation, Ms Anne Houtman, TREN/A 
Director, provided the Committee with an overview 
of the Commission's recently published Action Plan 
on Urban Mobility. Originally scheduled for 
publication in autumn 2008, it was delayed several 
times.  During the last Legislature, the Parliament, 
with Gilles Savary (PSE/FR) as rapporteur, decided 
not to wait and to forge ahead with an own-initiative 
report in the absence of Commission proposals.

Ms Houtman explained that the Savary report is well 
reflected in the Action Plan and the Commission 
appreciated the support of the European Parliament 
in this field.  She advised the Committee that the 
Commission had consulted widely on the subject and 
the debate had helped it to determine its position.  
It had found that there was an expectation for the 
EU to act in this field.  

Ms Houtman explained that the Action Plan was 
composed of 6 thematic areas and 20 separate 
actions, each with a deadline.  Some actions, such 
as an internet site to aid public authorities in the 
purchase of clean and energy efficient vehicles, have 
already been launched.

Sir Albert Bore, rapporteur for the Committee of the 
Regions, provided an overview of his assembly's 
views on the subject at hand.  He argued that the 
Action Plan was a positive step, though he felt there 
could have been a greater focus on modal shift.  He 
felt that the issue of subsidiarity had been very well 
addressed by the Commission.

Overall, Members welcomed the Action Plan and 
thanked the Committee of the Regions for its 
intervention.  

The respect of subsidiarity was felt to be particularly 
important, though Members emphasised that this 
should not be used as an excuse to do nothing at EU 
level.  In addition to subsidiarity, Members focussed 
on the provision and exchange of information, the 
use of incentives, passengers with reduced mobility, 
ITS and soft modes of transport.  Some Members 
argued that the Community had not moved on and 
the debate was too similar to debates held in 
previous Legislatures.

Liquids ban on board aircraft

This exchange of views,  to which Members of the 
LIBE Committee were invited, analysed the ban on 
liquids on board aircraft which is set to expire in 
April 2010. Security threats are expected to continue 
to exist after that date. Therefore the ban needs to 
be prolonged and can be phased out only in steps. 
The Commission suggests a three step approach, 
first relaxing the rules tax-free liquids bought 
outside the EU from 2010 and then replacing the 
ban by machine screening of liquids, for big airports 
in 2012 and for all airports in 2014. 

The TRAN Coordinators presented to the full TRAN 
Committee an alternative proposal in two steps, also 
starting with allowing tax-free liquids bought in third 
countries or on board airplanes from 2010 but 
introducing machine screening at all airports in one 
step: 1 January 2013. 
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Members of TRAN and LIBE commented on both 
proposals. There was large consensus not to 
differentiate between small or big airports, but have
one single date to begin using machine screening. 
There were some differing views on whether to 
permit transit passengers duty-free liquids bought 
outside the EU in a first instance.  There was also 
some discussion on the screening technology that 
would be available by the target date 2013, be it 
currently available technology, called type C, its 
upgraded version, or newer technology, called type 
D. Overall, there was support for the Coordinators'
proposal.

The Chair reminded MEPs that this debate was quite 
a novelty, as the Members were giving suggestions 
to the Commission before the comitology committee 
had adopted the draft measure, which is scheduled 
for 18 November. The Commission representative 
said he would convey the EP's views to the experts 
on the comitology committee. The EP will await the 
final outcome of that meeting and then decide within 
the three month period if the result is satisfactory or 
if a veto under Rule 88 should be used.

Presentation of a briefing note

The impact of the economic crisis on the 
EU air transport sector 

The briefing note was written and presented by 
Professor Rosário Mac'ario (Technical University of 
Lisbon, Portugal) and by Professor Eddy Van de 
Voorde (Department of Transport and Regional 
Economics, University of Antwerp). 

According to the experts, the current economic 
downturn is significantly weakening air transport 
demand and has already had a very strong impact 
on the EU air transport sector. Compared to 2008, 
average air transport demand in 2009 decreased by 
more than 7% for passenger and 20% for freight 
transport. Some trends in the air transport sector 
had already started before the crisis and had been 
accelerated or intensified by the latter.   The 
structure of the air transport sector, with its 
heterogeneous array of actors and their various 
forms of cooperation, was briefly outlined. The 
impacts of the economic crisis and some future 
scenarios were subsequently discussed, inter alia in 
view of airline alliances, consolidation and niche 
players, the influence of cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions, low cost airlines,  bankruptcies, the 
airfreight market, the role of foreign capital and 
redundancies. 

In the authors' opinion, the main consequence of the 
crisis will be a further concentration in the sector, 
with the resulting risk of market dominance and 
abuse of market power. Therefore, their main 
recommendations were to prevent the abuse of 
market power and to closely monitor and benchmark 
air transport sub-markets. 

The subsequent discussion was very lively and 
interesting. The briefing note and the presentation 
were generally very much appreciated by MEPs. A 
lot of additional questions were raised,  including 
with regard to the consequences for regulating slots 

at airports, the role of the remaining 3 big airline 
alliances and their respective market power, the risk 
of monopolisation, social impacts and developments 
in third countries.

New reports and opinions

Reports:

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on investigation and prevention 
of accidents and incidents in civil aviation
COM(2009)0611
Rapporteur: Christine de Veyrac (EPP, FR)

Opinions: 

Setting emission performance standards for new 
light commercial vehicles as part of the Community's 
integrated approach to reduce CO2 emissions from 
light-duty vehicles - COM(2009)0593
ECR

Discharge 2008: European Maritime Safety Agency 
SEC(2009)1089[21]
ALDE

Discharge 2008: European Aviation Safety Agency 
SEC(2009)1089[22]
ALDE

Discharge 2008: European Railway Agency
SEC(2009)1089[26]
ALDE

Discharge 2008: SESAR Joint Undertaking
SEC(2009)1089[34]
ALDE

TRAN Committee meeting 1-2
December, Brussels

Provisional agenda:

Tuesday, 1 December 2009, afternoon 

 Passenger rights - sea and inland 
waterways/ Ayala Sender;

 Passenger rights - bus and coach transport/  
Cancian;

 White paper on climate change/Vlasto;
 European rail network for competitive 

freight/Marinescu.

Wednesday, 2 Deember 2009, morning

 TEN-T projects;
 Future of transport/Grosch;
 The role of EU seaports in global maritime 

logistics.

Wednesday, 2 December 2009, afternoon

 Workshop on future of transport/Grosch (in 
camera).
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TRAN Committee meetings 2010, 
Brussels

Monday, 25 January, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 26 January, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 26 January, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 27 January, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 22 February, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 23 February, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 1 March, 15.00-18.30 (tbc)

Monday, 22 March, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 23 March, 9.00-12.30

Tuesday, 27 April, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 28 April, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 28 April, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 3 May, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 4 May, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 4 May, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 31 May, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 1 June, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 1 June, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday 2 June, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 21 June, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 22 June, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 22 June, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 22 June, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 12 July, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 13 July, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 13 July, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 14 July, 9.00-12.30

Thursday, 2 September, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 27 September, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 28 September, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 28 September, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 29 September, 9.00-12.30

Tuesday, 26 October, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 26 October, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 27 October, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 27 October, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 8 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 9 November, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 9 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 30 November, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 1 December, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 1 December, 15.00-18.30
Thursday, 2 December, 9.00-12.30
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