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Introduction and scope

• ECDPM: Independent foundation
created in 1986 with the aim to improve 
relations between the European Union 
and the countries in Africa, the 
Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP)

• This presentation: (1) researching 
PCD,(2) progress made, (3) analysis of 
draft Council Conclusions, (4) role of 
EP DEVE in promoting PCD



1. 1 December onwards, Lisbon Art. 188D: “The Union 
shall take account of the objectives of development 
cooperation in the policies that it implements which 
are likely to affect developing countries.”

2. With a legal requirement to ‘try’ and no result-
orientation, unclear what ‘satisfactory performance’
looks like (despite two EU reports) 

3. ECDPM evaluations of EU mechanisms promoting 
PCD (2006 + 2007), + research on impact EU 
policies on developing countries (2009)

4. PCD shouldn’t be supply-driven, demand expressed 
by developing countries, CSOs and parliaments

Lessons learned from PCD research



1. Three types of mechanisms: policies, coordination 
and research. PCD efforts still experimental, both 
in terms of ‘age’ and ‘maturity’

2. Political commitment questionable: EU 
governments aware of level of efforts required?

3. How to make sure that efforts are multi-actor, long-
term and coalition-independent?

4. Policies are there, coordination takes place, but EU 
does not invest enough in research. How will you 
then persuade other ministries/DGs?

5. Beyond ‘specific incoherence incidents’ (?), very 
difficult to research effect of EU policies

What progress has been made?



Draft Council Conclusions (CODEV, for Nov GAERC)

• Council acknowledges progress made and welcomes 
EC’s suggestion to approach PCD more strategically, 
targeted and partnership-oriented

• The ODA+ idea is not referred to (ODA definition 
discussion in OECD/DAC planned for May 2009, 
postponed until after Kopenhagen)

• Council has adapted the five areas: trade (incl. finance), 
climate change, food security, migration, security + dev. 
The 12 areas again covered by 2011 report

• PCD work plan to be developed in 2010: result-
orientation, operational, integration in dialogue

• Actors invited to implement plan: needs political buy-in



EP DEVE role in promoting PCD

• 2007 ECDPM study: increased relative and absolute 
amount of EP DEVE reports with a focus on PCD. 

• Re: horizontal EP committees on CLIM (07/08) and 
CRIS (09/10): opportunities to revise DEVE mandate 
to a more explicit horizontal/PCD focus?

• How to adjust to ‘Lisbon’, e.g. by establishing PCD 
dialogue with EEAS and High Representative?

• Cotonou Art 12 used for the first time in 2009 / Does 
PCD feature on JPA agenda? 
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