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PART I 
 

Here you will find the topics which will be discussed at the next REGI Committee meeting  
on 25 January 20091 

 
 
The following items will be discussed as foreseen in the draft agenda. 
 

1. Exchange of views with Mr Carlos Ocaña y Pérez de Tudela, Secretary of 
State for Finance acting as President-in-Office of the Council, on the work 
programme of the Spanish Presidency of the Council 

 
Carlos Ocaña y Pérez de Tudela, Secretary of State for Finance acting as President-in-
Office of the Council, will present to the committee the programme of the Spanish 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union on regional and cohesion policy. 
After his presentation, the coordinators and the members will take the floor for an 
exchange of views. 
 
 
2. Report on the Commission White Paper on "Adapting to climate change: 

Towards a European framework for action" 
 
43 Amendments have been tabled to the draft opinion which deals with the European 
Commission's White paper on "Adapting to Climate Change: towards a European 
framework for action". In the original opinion the rapporteur pointed out that the effects 
of Climate Change varied as a function of the region's geography. Thus for example, the 
effect of climate change on mountainous regions was vastly different from that on coastal 
regions. He further underlined the need to integrate the adaptation strategy into all 
European policy areas and stressed the importance of coordinating action with all levels 
of governance.  
Many of the tabled amendments reinforce the rapporteur's position, others add valuable 
points regarding in particular the need to invest more in renewable energy sources.  

PROCEDUREREGI/7/01304 TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Salvatore Caronna (S&D) Consideration of draft opinion: 2 December 2009) 
Responsible administrator: Christian Chopin Planned deadline for Ams: 10 December 2009 
Procedure 2009/2152 INI Planned adoption REGI: 25 January 2010) 

                                                 
1 Please note that the meeting on 26 January has been cancelled due to the vote of the 
new European Commission scheduled for that day. If the vote in plenary does not take 
place, the committee might be reconvened. 
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3. Protection of the Communities' financial interests - Fight against fraud - 
Annual Report 2008 

 
The Committee will vote on the opinion drawn up by Mrs. Mazzoni to the report of the 
Committee of Budgetary control on the annual reports of the Court of Auditors and of 
OLAF concerning the financial year 2008. 
The draftsperson focuses its opinion on the aspects linked to the expenditure of the 
Structural funds and expresses her worries for the high level of irregularities reported in 
2008 especially with regards to the ERDF but notes also that their financial impact has 
decreased by 27% compared to last year. 
18 amendments were tabled to this opinion which will be voted in CONT on 22-23 
February. They mainly highlight the need of strengthening further the control 
mechanisms on the Structural Funds expenditure and to simplifying administrative rules 
partly responsible for the errors. 

 

 
 

4. European Investment Bank (EIB) - Annual Report 2008 
 
7 amendments have been tabled to this opinion 6 concerning new additions to the text. 
In her original opinion Ms Krehl called on the EIB to elaborate a more detailed and 
methodologically harmonised analysis in its Annual Reports of the implementation of the 
financial instruments complementing the Structural Funds operations. In this context 
the bank could explain to Parliament the functioning of the Risk sharing Financing 
Facility which it has established with the European Commission. Of particular relevance 
is the interplay between this facility, financing under the 7th framework programme for 
research and the structural funds. She further requested that in future the EIB report 
details major loans supplementing ERDF grants to regions implementing technologically 
advanced programmes or programmes related to renewable or clean energy supplies. 
Some of the amendments tabled called on the EIB to guarantee privileged financing for 
projects with a high social and environmental value whilst others call on the EIB to report 
on the results of its lending under the European Economic Recovery Plan, especially in 
terms of their effectiveness in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

 
 
5. Agriculture in areas with natural handicaps: A special health check 
 
Upon an explicit request of the Council in 2005, in April 2009 the Commission adopted a 
Communication aimed at reforming the aid system for the so-called intermediate less 
favoured areas (LFAs).  
At the moment Member States are using more that 100 different criteria to identify these 
areas (population, economic development, GDP etc.), which according to the Report of the 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur:  Erminia Mazzoni Consideration of draft opinion: 02/12/2009 
Responsible administrator: Elisa Daffarra Planned deadline for Ams: 10/12/09 
Procedure: 2009/2167(INI) Planned adoption REGI:  26/01/2010 
Lead Committee : CONT Planned adoption in AGRI 22/02/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: March 

PROCEDUREREGI/7/01374 TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Constanze Krehl (S&D) Consideration of draft opinion: 2 December 2009 
Responsible administrator: Christian Chopin Planned deadline for Ams: 10 December 2009 
Procedure 2009/2167/INI Planned adoption REGI:  25 January 2010 
Rapporteur: CONT Andrea Cozzolino (S&D) Planned adoption in lead committee: 22 February 2010 
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Court of Auditors of 2003 risks to produce discriminatory situations. 
Therefore the Commission proposes to set up eight bio-physical criteria at Community 
level with the aim to identify these areas in a more standardised way across the EU. This 
would lead to a higher transparency of the criteria, defined at national level under the 
current system, and to a more equal treatment of beneficiaries in the different Member 
States.  
Given the lack of complete data at Community level, the Member States have been asked 
to carry out stimulations on LFAs delimitation based on the defined criteria and send the 
results in the forms of maps and data to the Commission by end of 2010.  
On this basis a legislative proposal will be put forward aiming at applying the new system 
as from 2014. 
The draftsperson for this opinion to the AGRI Committee, Mrs Estaràs Ferragut, will 
present her draft in the next REGI meeting.  
The main recommendation regards the maintenance of the 'depopulation' criterion in the 
‘fine-tuning’ that the Member States will carry out when drawing up the maps of 
intermediate disadvantaged areas. 
Besides, once these maps are ready, national criteria needed to reflect the specific 
national and/or regional situation in each country should be taken into account. 

 
 
6. A sustainable future for transport 
 
The Commission Communication "A sustainable future for transport: Towards an 
integrated, technology-led and user friendly system" is to stimulate the debate on the 
EU's future transport policy and the challenges it will face, as well as its objectives and 
instruments. Through the report of the lead committee Parliament can formulate its views 
on the concrete policy guidelines that should be formulated in the forthcoming White 
Paper. 
 
The draftsperson, Mr. Kelly (EPP), will present the contents of his opinion where he 
stresses is support to the Commission's initiative to outline a strategy for a future 
sustainable transport policy in the EU, and highlights the role that cohesion policy can 
play in developing transport infrastructure, calls for the trans-border considerations to be 
taken into account in future transport policy and stresses the need to ensure high quality 
and accessible transport services to citizens in urban areas. Furthermore, he notes the 
linkages between rail liberalisation and greenhouse gas emission, the importance of 
short-sea shipping as a sustainable mode of transport as well as the crucial role regional 
airports play in the development of peripheral and outermost regions. 
 
The draft opinion will be considered 25 January 2010 with a view to vote on 22 February 
2010. 
 

 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur:  Ms Rosa Estaràs Ferragut Consideration of draft opinion: 25/01/2010 
Responsible administrator: Elisa Daffarra Planned deadline for Ams: 3/02/2010 
Procedure: 2009/2156(INI) Planned adoption REGI:  22/02/2010 
Lead Committee : AGRI Planned adoption in AGRI 23/02/2010 
 Planned adoption in plenary: April 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Draftsperson: Seán Kelly (EPP-DE) Consideration of draft opinion: 25/01/2010 
Responsible administrator: Diana Haase Planned deadline for Ams: 3/02/2010 
Procedure: 2009/2096(INI) Planned adoption REGI: 22/02/2010 
Lead committee: TRAN Planned adoption in lead committee:  March 2010 
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7. Specific measures for agriculture in the outermost regions of the Union 
(amendment of Regulation (EC) No 247/2006) 

 
Council Regulation (EC) No 247/2006 lays down specific measures for agriculture in the 
outermost regions of the Union. The amendment of some of the provisions of this 
Regulation is required due to developments in community legislation (reform of the 
common organisation of the marker of sugar, wine reform), to experience gained in the 
practical implementation of this Regulation as well as to the impact of the economic crisis 
on outermost regions. 
 
The draftsperson, Mr. Teixeira (EPP), will present the contents of his opinion where he 
points out that he agrees with the main lines of the proposed changes, but he proposes 
amendments that could enhance the development of the outermost regions. The 
amendments aim to: 
- eliminate asymmetrical treatment between the outermost regions (Azores and Madeira) 
and the rest of the Community; 
- reinforce the principle of subsidiarity; 
- provide for better adjustment to market realities; 
- ensure Community support for the gradual phasing out of direct-producer hybrid vine 
varieties in Portugal. 
 
The draft opinion will be considered 25 January 2010, and regarding the respective 
report in AGRI the vote is scheduled for 22 February 2010. 
 

 
 
8. New developments in public procurement 

 
The failure to respect EU procurement rules has been stated as one of the two most 
common reasons for excluding projects from EU financing in the field of Cohesion policy. 
Indeed, failure to meet specific funds’ conditions and not respecting procurement rules 
account for about  80 % of  eligibility errors and consequent financial corrections 
according to the  Court of Auditors` Annual Report for the 2008 financial year.  
It is important to note that public procurement makes up around 16% of GDP in Europe  
(source: IMCO, 2004-2009 Activity Report:  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/200909/20090910ATT60424
/20090910ATT60424EN.pdf ). 
At the same time, as the operation of public services is often coordinated at local and 
regional level, a large portion of public procurement in Europe happens at the sub-
national level, which is why the REGI committee attaches great importance to this issue.  
During its meeting in December, the REGI committee hold already a first exchange of 
views on the upcoming opinion on "New Developments in Public Procurement" for the 
initiative report of IMCO committee. During the meeting on 25 January, the Draftsperson 
will present his draft opinion. 
First of all, the Draftsperson points out that in general terms, regional and local 
authorities have insufficient expertise and understanding of public procurement rules 
and need information and training to enhance their administrative capacity. Considering 
the complexity of existing rules at EU and national level, as well as their often improper 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Draftsperson: Nuno Teixeira (EPP-DE) Consideration of draft opinion: 25/01/2010 
Responsible administrator: Diana Haase Planned deadline for Ams: 3/02/2010 
Procedure: 2009/0138(CNS) Planned adoption REGI: 22/02/2010 
Lead committee: AGRI Planned adoption in lead committee:  March 2010 tbc) 
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transposition, he recommends further to revise, simplify and standardize the rules, with a 
view to reduce the risk of errors and increase efficiency in the use of Structural Funds. 
This is particularly important for the Public Private Partnerships which, in order to be 
operational and successful, need to be based on clear rules for the public procurement 
and implementation of Structural Funds.  
Furthermore, the Draftsperson addresses the limitations for sub-national actors in 
tendering of public services and advocates their right to assign service tasks to 
companies they own or control, calling on the Commission to clarify eventual doubts so 
as to the concepts of "public authority" and "in-house services".  
The Draftsperson elaborates also on the impact of public procurement on urban 
development and planning and calls for the clarification of applicable rules in order not to 
jeopardise the powers and right of local authorities to decide how they want to develop 
their territory. 

 

 
 
9. General provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the 

European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund as regards simplification of 
certain requirements and as regards certain provisions relating to 
financial management 
 

The rapporteur, M. Kirilov, will present to the Committee a second working document 
including the amendments that he intends to table to the Commission legislative proposal 
and that reflect the compromise voted by the Council last November. The main changes 
aim at introducing an additional advance for 2010 as a means to assist Member States 
more hit by the economic crisis and at extending of one year the deadline for the 
calculation of de-committement for budget commitments incurred in 2007. 

The draft report will be presented presumably in the meeting of February with the view to 
vote on the amendments in March in Committee. 

 
 

10. Date of next meeting 
 

The next meeting will take place on Monday 22 February 2010 from 15.00 to 18.30 in 
Brussels. 

 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
 Consideration of draft opinion  25/01/2010 
Rapporteur: Oldřich Vlasák Planned deadline for Ams: 03/02/210 
Responsible administrator: Agnieszka Kunat Planned adoption REGI:  22/02/2010 
Procedure 2009/2175 (INI) – REGI/7/01395 Planned adoption in IMCO: 17/03/2010 
Lead committee: IMCO Planned adoption in plenary: 19/04/2010 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Evgeni Kirilov Exchanges of views: 03/09/09, 06/10/09, 04/11/09, 

2/12/2009 
Responsible administrator: Elisa Daffarra Exchange of views on 2nd WD: 25/01/10 
Procedure 2009/0107(AVC) Consideration of draft report : 22/02/2010 (tbc) 
Rapporteur: Evgeni Kirilov Planned deadline for Ams:  
 Planned adoption REGI:  March 2010 (tbc) 
 Plenary: April 2010 
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PART II 
Here you will find information on the issues discussed in the last REGI meetings held on 

 2 and 3 December 2009 
  

 
1. Echange of views with the Assembly of European Regions 
 
Regions have a strategy for local and regional energy policy which is growth poles for regional 
economic development said Mr Klipp. Decentralisation is the key to faster economic recovery. 
It is essential that the link between research and industry is reinforced and simplified at the 
regional level. He called for more frequent exchanges with the European Parliament. In 
particular, and in view of the common positions taken by the AER and the European 
Parliament on the necessity for Cohesion policy to include all regions and their common 
rejection of any ideas of renationalisation of the policy. The two assemblies could work 
together on the design of the post 2014 Cohesion policy. The Secretary General was 
somewhat critical of the way the Baltic Sea strategy had been designed. There had been no 
consultation of the regions concerned. It was also strange that the question of cross border 
cooperation with non-EU states was not in the strategy.  
 
2. General provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European 
Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund as regards simplification of certain requirements 
and as regards certain provisions relating to financial management. 

The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on 1st December 2009 led to a change of procedure 
for this file, giving the European Parliament an equal footing with the Council under the new 
ordinary legislative procedure. 
Unfortunately, from a purely procedural point of view this shift opens a number of questions 
and implies practical consequences which need to be tackled and clarified before starting 
discussing on the contents of the Commission proposal. 
In particular the lack of a formal transmission of the original proposal to the Parliament by 
the Commission impedes the formal start of the works in the REGI Committee.  
Furthermore, National parliaments have now the right to be consulted and to be left eight 
weeks for the so-called subsidiarity check. 
The rapporteur, M. Kirilov highlighted all these issue in the working document he presented 
to the Committee and expressed its preoccupations, widely shared by his colleagues, that the 
delays which the file is accumulating may lead to the risk of a not fully efficient set of 
measures, which should be meant to help Member States' economies hit by the current 
crisis. 

 
3. Report on the Commission White Paper on "Adapting to climate change: Towards a 
European framework for action" 
 
In the debate Members pointed to the absolute necessity for all European policy areas to 
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consider the effects of their actions are likely to have on climate change which unless 
corrective measures are taken in time, endangers not only our economies and our 
civilisations but our very existance. 
 

4. New developments in public procurement 

In the debate members pointed to the fact that many of the substantive errors mentioned in 
the Court of auditor's report and in the European Commission's Audit reports concern 
procedural errors of public procurement. The EC rules are complicated and national and 
regional authorities need further assistance. There are sometimes conflicts between EC rules 
and ´national rules as to procurement procedures and these needs to be addressed. IN this 
context the Chair pointed to problems encountered in the transposition of laws on public 
procurement. 

 
5. Echange of views with the Committee of the Regions 

In presenting his report Mr Luc van Brande President of the Committee of the Regions 
pointed to the reinforcement of the principle of subsidiarity contained in the Lisbon Treaty, 
which now officially recognises the position of European regions. This coupled with the 
strengthening of the legislative role of the European Parliament underlined the need for an 
effective cohesion policy acting locally and thinking globally. Members underlined the 
importance of sharing responsibility rather than splitting it.  The role of cities in the fight 
against climate change and their importance in developing new innovative ideas to create 
sustainable jobs was critical. Procedural simplification must continue whilst limiting the risk 
of fraud. On the negative side a recent Eurobarometer survey showed that 60% of European 
citizens consider that regions don't have the means to do their job correctly and that 70% of 
climate change problems arise in cities. 

 
6. Temporary suspension of autonomous Common Customs Tariff duties on imports of 
certain industrial products into Madeira and the Azores 
 
Following a request by the rapporteur to table a technical amendment to the list of customs 
codes contained in the European Commission's proposal, 5 amendments were tables 4 of 
which simply modified the date of entry into force of the new regulation. Consequently the 
procedure was modified to the conditions laid down in Article 46(2) of the rules. At the expiry 
of the 21 day delay during which members failed to react, the report was tabled to plenary in 
accordance with the provisions of article 138(2 and 4) of the Rules. Vote without debate. 
 
7. Protection of the Communities' financial interests - FIght against fraud - Annual 
Report 2008 
 
In the debate on this important question Members stressed that there was no direct link 
between the 11% error rate quoted by the Court of auditors and fraud. Whilst the possibility 
of fraud exists it has yet to be proven and will certainly not concern all errors. A difference 
must be clear between irregularities, procedural errors and fraud. In cases of fraud clearly 
OLAF and the police must be involved. Indeed there are some cases of fraud arising in 
Member states despite all procedures being correctly executed. The Chair pointed to the 
weakness of certain legal systems and other Members called on the European Commission to 
reinforce its assistance to the weaker member states. 
 
8. European Investment Bank (EIB) - Annual Report 2008 
 
In presenting her opinion Ms Krehl called on the EIB to elaborate a more detailed and 
methodologically harmonised analysis in its Annual Reports of the implementation of the 
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financial instruments complementing the Structural Funds operations. In this context the 
bank could explain to Parliament the functioning of the Risk sharing Financing Facility. 
She also proposed that Mr Maystadt President of the EIB be invited to a future committee 
meeting where he could explain in detail the financial measures the Bank has put in place in 
face of the economic crisis. 

9. Report on the implementation of the synergies of research and innovation 
earmarked Funds in Regulation (EC) n° 1080/2006 concerning the European Fund of 
Regional Development and the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and 
Development in cities and regions as well as in the Member States and the Union 
 
The implementation report aims to evaluate how the "earmarking" of funds was practically 
implemented by Member States in their concrete Operational Programmes. 

 
The report will focus on the innovation strand of the Guidelines. First, it will analyse how 
the indicative framework of the Community Strategic Guidelines 2007-2013 - in particular 
on Improving Knowledge and Innovation for Growth - was followed by the Member States 
and Regions in their National Strategic Reference Frameworks (NSRF's) and Operational 
Programs. Second, the report will analyse the synergies between cohesion policy and the 
framework programmes related to knowledge and innovation. 
 
An exchange of views based on a working document took place on 3rd December. The 
rapporteur, Mr. van Nistelrooij explained the main focus of the report, stressing that it is 
important to analyse how the earmarking exercise works in the present programming period; 
and with a view on the future to look at how better coherence between cohesion policy and 
other areas can be achieved. 
 
Following a request from the ITRE committee the rapporteur agreed to follow the associated 
committee procedure (Rule 50 of the Rules of procedure). The two committees agreed on a 
timetable and a clear division of competence areas as follows: 
 
REGI competences: Analysis and recommendations on cohesion policy, earmarking and 
Structural Funds; Analysis and recommendations on the impact of research policy on 
economic and social cohesion and the synergies between Structural Funds, FP7, CIP 
ITRE competences: Analysis and recommendations regarding research policy and FP7, CIP 
Common competences: Analysis and recommendations on coordination of research policy 
and cohesion policy 

 

10. The Committee endorsed the following proposals of the coordinators 

 ALLOCATION OF REPORT AND OPINIONS 
 
REPORT 
 
the allocation of a report (legislative consultation procedure) on a Proposal for a Council 
Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an 
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) (COM(2009)0588 - C7-0279/2009 - 
2009/0163(CNS)) to the EPP group  

 HEARING OF THE COMMISSIONER DESIGNATE 

After an exchange of views the coordinators agreed in principle on the procedure proposed in 
the Coordinator's Note but decided to hold another meeting, possibly during the Strasbourg 
week or before the Hearing, to further discuss the political approach to the Hearing. 
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 STUDIES 
 
The following studies were retained: 
1. Comparative Study on the visions and options for the Cohesion Policy after 2013 (Chair) 
2. Moving towards a more result/ performance-based delivery system in cohesion policy 
(EPP) 
3. Contribution of the Cohesion Policy to the achievement of Lisbon objectives (S&D) 
4. Impact and effectiveness of the Structural Funds and EU policies aimed at SMEs in the 
region (ALDE) 
5. The role of regional policy in addressing the effects of climate change in outermost regions: 
natural and human resources (Greens/EFA) 
 

 GENDER MAINSTREAMING 

Ms Elisabeth Schroedter was appointed to be the person responsible for Gender 
mainstreaming 

 OPEN DAYS 

The Chair will ask for an extraordinary meeting of the REGI for that date (4 OCT) in order to 
hold the event. 

 MEETING WITH NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS IN 2010 

The coordinators agreed that, if there is consensus among National Parliaments, the subject 
of the meeting with National Parliaments should be:  
"The impact of the Lisbon Treaty on cohesion policy: challenges and perspectives" 
The date retained would be 12 or 13 July, during the ordinary REGI mall of which were 
approved by the committee. 

 FOLLOWERS 

It was agreed that the EPP would nominate a "follower" on the following subject: 
"Monitoring the implementation of cross border cooperation programmes." 
 

 TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE REGI COMMITTEE 
 
The Chair will send a letter to the President to ask him to review and improve the definition 
of the competences and responsibilities of the committee.  
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PART III - Other News 

Here you will find the latest news related to Committee activities and cohesion policy issues   
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Library News 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss  

 
Regional studies / Regional Studies Association, monthly 

 
Regional Studies is an international journal in theoretical development, empirical analysis 

and policy debate in the multi- and inter-disciplinary field of regional studies. It 
contains      high-quality research, critical surveys, policy debates and special 
thematic issues. (Available in the Library - see catalogue entry here) 
 
Selected articles from vol. 43, no 10, December 2009 - Special Issue: Placing 
the Rural in Regional Development: 
 

 Placing the Rural in Regional Development / authors: Neil Ward and David 
Brown, pp. 1237-1244 (full text - click on IP authentication) 

 
European urban and regional studies / Harlow, Essex, England $b Longman Group, 
quarterly 
 
European Urban and Regional Studies provide an original contribution to academic and 

policy debate related to processes of urban and regional development in Europe. 
It offers a truly European coverage from the Atlantic to the Urals and from the 
Arctic Circle to the Mediterranean. Its aims are to explore the ways in which 
space makes a difference to the social, economic, political and cultural map of 
Europe; highlight the connections between theoretical analysis and policy 
development; and place changes in global context. (Available in the Library - see 

catalogue entry here) 
 
Selected articles from vol. 17, no 1, 2010: 
 

 Classifying Regions for European Development Funding / by Beatriz Larraz Iribas 
and Jose M.Pavia, pp. 99-106 (full text - click on IP authentication) 

 Regional Knowledge Networks: A Network Analysis Approach to the Interlinking of 
Knowledge Resources / by Stefan Krätke, pp. 83-97 (full text - click on IP 
authentication) 

 Mistrust and Lack of Market Innovation: A Case Study of Loss of Competitiveness 
in a Seafood Industry/ by Knut Bjørn Lindkvist, pp. 31-43 (full text - click on IP 
authentication) 

 
 
Latest analysis  

 
The Future of Cohesion Policy in Richer Regions / By Iain Begg, European Institute, 
London School of Economics & Political Science (Working Papers, no 3, DG Regional 
Policy, 2009) 
 
The working paper "discusses the future of cohesion policy in richer regions and reviews 
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the arguments around this contentious issue. Much of this debate turns on 
whether cohesion policy is understood as being primarily about distributive 
transfers, or rather as a policy that is intended to promote economic change and 
development. The purpose of this paper is to set out concisely the arguments on 
both sides of the debate and suggest some ways forward" (Available on the 
Library website - see latest analyses) 

 
The need for international and regional transboundary cooperation in European river 
basin management as a result of new approaches in EC water law / Marleen van 
Rijswick, Herman Kasper Gilissen and Jasper van Kempen, 25 December 2009 
 
"Abstract: With the introduction of the Water Framework Directive in 2001, EC water law 
adopted both a governance approach and a river basin approach. These new approaches 
are characterised by a high level of proceduralisation and by dividing the EU territory into 
river basins. These characteristics emphasise the need for transboundary cooperation in 
water management, both on the international and the regional level. Although there is a 
long tradition of transboundary cooperation on the international level, this level has its 
difficulties and limits, which urges the need for regional transboundary cooperation in river 
basin management. There are several instruments available to shape cooperation at the 
regional level, but there is still little experience in cooperation between water management 
authorities at that level. After describing current transitions in EC water law, we explore 
some instruments and their possibilities for transboundary cooperation on both levels, 
with a slight tendency toward the regional level". (Available on the Library website - see 
latest analyses) 

 
 
 

 
Other events 

 
 

 

 
 

Chair's participation to other events 
on behalf of the Committee 

 

 
The Chair participated at the Conference on Cohesion Policy and Territorial Development: 
Make Use of the Territorial Potential which took place in Kiruna (Sweden), 10-11 December 
2009. The Chair had an important and active role in the different seminars and round 
tables organised by the Presidency. She delivered a speech "Territorial Cohesion: how to 
release the potential of all regions" which can be found at the Chairs' website.  
please follow the link http://danuta-huebner.pl/ 
  
Mr Van Nistelroij also participated at this event, having as well a very active participation 
in the debates. 

 
Ms Hübner has accepted invitations to participate, as a chairperson of the Committee, in 
the following events: 

22 January  Berlin, DE Staatskanzlei des 
Landes Brandenburg 

European round table  
discussion with journalists 
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http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/work/2009_0�
http://www.library.ep.ec/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?postId=31929&policyAreaId=18
http://www.library.ep.ec/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?postId=31965&policyAreaId=18
http://danuta-huebner.pl/
http://danuta-huebner.pl/
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27 January Brussels, BE Eurocities reception and dinner 

28-29 
January 

Innsbruck, AT Europäisches Forum 
Albach 

Symposium "Europe:  
Strategies for the Future  
from the Actor's Perspective" 

1 February Leuven, BE Coimbra Group Academic session devoted to 
Impact of historical universities on 
city and region 

2 February Ulm, DE DG REGIO Conference - 'EU Strategy for 
Danube Region' 

19 February Zaragoza, ES Spanish Presidency Informal Ministerial Meeting  

on Regional Policy 

 
 

 


	PART II
	Here you will find information on the issues discussed in the last REGI meetings held on
	 2 and 3 December 2009
	PART III - Other News

