
APPEAL TO THE EUROPEAN UNION AND ITS MEMBER STATES IN THE
AFTERMATH OF HAITI’S EARTHQUAKE

The voice of Haitians must be heard and Haitians

must be allowed to determine their future. 

W
E, AS EUROPEAN NGOS and solidarity groups working in long-term partnership with the
Haitian people, wish to convey the following to the European Union and its member
states.  

There has been overwhelming immediate support to Haiti following the earthquake of 12
January. More than 46 countries, including many from the EU, have contributed to search
and rescue, the provision of food and non-food items, water, shelter while others have
provided immediate medical attention to the most needy. This, in addition to the millions
that have been raised by development agencies within the EU, attests to the extraordinary
response to the disaster that has claimed thousands of lives.  However, the longer-term
problem of reconstruction starts now, even as the immediate relief operations are still
underway.

Haitians have been living in poverty for decades. Prior to the earthquake, much of its services
and infrastructure insufficiently provided for the needs of its population, and many of its
state and non-state institutions were already weak. The few existing governmental structures
to bring relief and development have now been severely damaged. This has limited the
involvement of the Haitian state in the relief effort and complicates both the short-term
emergency relief and makes longer-term reconstruction very difficult. 

We believe that the Haitian government and civil society must determine their own future
and therefore should have a leading role in establishing the proper structures to make this
happen.

“Le Marron inconnu”, a potent

symbol of Haitian resistance and

pride, in front of the presidential

palace before the earthquake.
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A: SHORT-TERM RESPONSE

• Coordinate all efforts
Maintain and support a strong leadership of the United Nations in coordinating the
international relief effort, which focuses on the humanitarian and reconstruction needs of
the communities, beyond the political aims of any individual Member state.  The EU
should align with this principle as much as possible. 

• Maximize involvement of Haitian civil society organisations
The members of the CoEH, a platform of European NGOs with long-standing 
involvement in Haiti underline the following: 

•• The public and political pressure for quick results in the emergency response should not
lead to overruling or bypassing Haitian government and civil society. Therefore the
immediate involvement of organised Haitian civil society and Haitian government with
the different international donors is paramount. In spite of losses, Haitian civil
organisations are very much present in Haiti and should be facilitated in every way
possible to take part in the discussions and decision-making processes determining
their future. In the past we have seen too many examples that this was not the case.
Many European agencies can now attest to the valiant efforts being made by Haitian
organisations to provide relief, shelter, food, water, medicines and medical treatment
under very difficult circumstances.

•• The systems being considered right now towards reconstruction and development
must be set up to involve civil society at all levels of Haitian society. The European NGOs
have partners in Haiti that can engage in this process. 

•• In promoting the participation of civil society in Haiti the EU should include European
civil society in the definition and follow up of the EU program in accordance with
European statements/declarations.

•• Urgent initiatives to facilitate a needs assessment based on Humanitarian Sphere
Standards are essential.

•• In the relief effort we advocate using food produced and bought in Haiti itself as much
as possible. There needs to be a determined political and financial commitment to
invest in food production in Haiti now, and from the neighbouring Dominican Republic.

• Protect civilians and their security
The protection needs of the civilian population should be addressed through the
following measures: 
•• The Government of Haiti is ultimately responsible for protecting its citizens and

guaranteeing that international resources and aid are allocated to reinforce its police
and law enforcement forces and bodies. Significant progress has been made in
developing the PNH (Haitian police force) these past years and the PNH should be given
maximum support in carrying out all policing and law enforcement activities. 

•• All international contributions to guarantee security and protection during relief and
reconstruction efforts should function under a clear and effective UN mandate. 

•• Setting up urgently a protection cluster within the humanitarian response, with
participation of local civil society organisations and international agencies with
experience in humanitarian protection. 

page 2 of 3



B: STRUCTURAL RESPONSE FOR THE MEDIUM AND LONGER TERM

• Immediate cancellation of all Haiti’s outstanding International Debts. France, Spain and
the Dominican Republic have already pronounced significant moves on this. This appeal
not only concerns the International Financial Institutions like the World Bank, the IMF and
the IADB, but also main trading partners of Haiti, such as the US and the EU.

• Strengthening state institutions at both national AND local government level is crucial in
decongesting Port-au-Prince, and re-vitalising the provinces outside the
capital.Strengthening civil society. Haitians must be able to determine their future and we
as European NGOs can be supportive of this. Donors must facilitate civil society in every
possible way with a commitment to greater participation of grassroots organisation.
Representatives from grassroots organisations (particularly small farmers), unions and
workers co-operatives and from the popular sector must be included and facilitated in
putting forward their aspirations to build a more inclusive new Haiti.Making
reconstruction better, focusing on vulnerable communities and their needs, meeting high
standards for buildings to withstand earthquakes and floods. 

• Investing in disaster preparedness capacities of the Government and local organisations. A
system of Civil Defence had been set up in 1997.  However this is insufficient and needs to
be developed.  In addition to this there is a need for agricultural and environmental
protection techniques that assure the protection of the land in the longer term and avoid
landslides, to be managed by local communities themselves.

• Focusing on strengthening sustainable agriculture. The national food production must be
increased in a sustainable way.  Haitian peasant farmers need initiatives to improve their
livelihoods, like technical support and access to credit. The issue of land rights should be
part of the reforms. The internal food market needs to be improved drastically.

• Reviewing existing international trade policies and agreements with the country, which
resulted in the destruction of small-scale local producers and huge inflation in food prices.
The Economic Partnership Agreement should be included in this review. Quite often, and
not without reason, the international community has been blamed by Haitian
organisations of taking with one hand what they have given with the other.

On behalf of CoEH* 
and
Prisma Association, The Netherlands
ZOA Refugee Care, The Netherlands

For more details please contact:
Antoon Blokland, Political Adviser BBO   
tel. m +31 6 129 382 60
email: ablokland@bbo.org

Greet Schaumans, Broederlijk Delen 
tel. +32 2 213 04 55 (office) +32 472 92 73 13 (cell); 
email: greet.schaumans@broederlijkdelen.be

Anne McConnell, Haiti Advocacy Platform-UK 
tel. +44 (0) 7791 513 693; 
email: annemcconnell@blueyonder.co.uk

____________________________________________________________________________
* (The Coordination Europe-Haïti (CoE-H) www.broederlijkdelen.be/Co-EH is a platform of 60 NGOs working in Haiti and from
eight EU countries.)
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