
ANNEX 
 
 
Resolution of 23 April 2009: 
 
Paragraph 113: 'Requests its Secretary-General to inform its competent committees, in 
time for next year's discharge, of all follow-up made in response to the recommendations 
contained in Parliament's resolution of 24 April 2007 on the discharge for the financial 
year 2005 with regard to environmental measures, including precise figures on CO2 
emissions reductions achieved by then; 
 
 

Recommendation of the budget 
discharge 2005 

Follow up CO2 reduction 

91. Requests the Secretary-General to 
provide the relevant parliamentary 
committee with an analysis of the 
environmental impact of the 
Parliament's three work places overall 
and by location, and of the related 
travel requirements; 

Study of the European Parliament's 
carbon footprint finished in October 
2008 and presented by the consultant 
to the ENVI Committee and to the 
Bureau. 

 

96. Calls on its administration to 
elaborate a Kyoto-plus Plan setting out 
an action plan that is more ambitious 
and comprehensive than the measures 
envisaged under the EMAS framework, 
with a view to proving to the general 
public that it strives for attaining the 
targets which it asks others to attain; 

CO2 Action Plan approved by the 
Bureau on 18 February 2009. 
Measures included into the EMAS 
Action Plan 2009-2011. 

Measures for a 30% 
reduction by 2020.  

97. Is of the opinion that the actions for 
a Kyoto-plus Plan should comprise the 
following: 
– guaranteeing that the extension to the 
KAD building in Luxembourg will set 
an example by using best 
environmental practice (i.e. by 
installing a system for the recovery, 
storage and re-use of rain water, by the 
use of eco-technology to reduce energy 
consumption, the use of modern 
technology such as advanced thermal 
insulation, or air conditioning systems 
that facilitate heat recovery or free 
cooling, the use of solar panels for 
water heating purposes and the 
possibility of a unit for the co-
generation of heat and electricity), 

KAD building will be BREEAM 
accredited one of the most stringent 
standards in the world for green 
buildings and will use several green 
technologies. 

Based on the carbon 
footprint report and 
assuming that new KAD 
building would consume 
50% less energy than 
current buildings in 
Luxembourg, this 
measure would save 
around 1.500-2.000 
tonnes CO2 per year. 

– establishing an integrated energy 
efficiency plan on the basis of an audit 
not only of energy consumption, but 
also on the basis of a study on the main 
causes of energy losses; energy loss 
could be visualised through thermo-
graphic pictures of the buildings, 

Action approved by the Bureau in the 
CO2 Action Plan and included into 
the EMAS Action Plan 2009-2011 
(objective 1, action 1): Study per 
building to integrate green 
technologies. 

Depending on the results 
of the study. Based on the 
carbon footprint report, 
this measure could save 
up to 10.000-15.000 
tonnes CO2. 

– considering a change of electricity 
provider or a renegotiation of the 
contract with the present one(s) with a 
view to buying energy from companies 
which have the least negative impact on 

Electricity supplied to the EP comes 
from 100% renewable sources from 
January 2008. 

This measure is saving 
around 20.000-25.000 
tonnes CO2 per year. 



the environment, 
– reducing further the use of paper 
(standing at 846 tons in 2004), 

Paper used in the EP is 100% 
recycled. Measures concerning 
reduction of paper consumption are 
always included in the EMAS Action 
Plan. 

Consumption of paper has 
been reduced to 57.000 
boxes in 2008 (around 
645 tonnes), what makes 
a reduction of 10% if 
compared to 2006 and 
more than 20% if 
compared to 2004 (with a 
reduction of around 100 
tonnes of CO2 from 
2004). 

– striving for a considerable reduction 
of water consumption, 

Measures to control water 
consumption have been including in 
the EMAS Action Plan 2009-2011. 

 

– reducing the emissions of its service 
cars to 130 gr/km CO2 by 2012,  
– considering using hybrid vehicles as 
its service cars when possible, 

- A proposal to reduce carbon 
emissions from EP's service cars was 
presented to the Bureau by the Unit 
Transport and Removals on 22 
September 2008.  
- 2 electric vehicles have been 
purchased in Luxembourg and 
Brussels for mail delivery. 
- An addendum has been signed with 
the car hiring company in Brussels to 
provide greener cars. 
- The purchase procedure for 4 cars 
for the pool with CO2 
emissions under 160 g has been 
launched (replacing actual 205g cars) 

If EP's service cars go to 
130 g/km, the reduction 
achieved would be around 
100 tonnes CO2.  
The 2 electric vehicles are 
saving around 5 tonnes of 
CO2. 

– organising an information campaign 
in Parliament, during which - on the 
basis of transport needs and 
preferences of officials and other 
agents already established in surveys - 
a Parliament mobility plan is 
presented, which would highlight the 
advantages and encourage the use of 
sustainable means of transport (i.e. 
walking, using bicycles, public means 
of transport, car sharing, car pooling 
etc), 

Following the approval of the CO2 
Action Plan by the Bureau on 
18/02/09, an Awareness and 
Communication Plan has been 
approved by the CDME on 17/04/09. 

The potential CO2 
reduction of this measure 
is difficult to quantify. 

– establishing contacts with local and 
regional public transport providers 
with a view to offering a more efficient 
public transport network, thereby 
attracting more clients from the 
personnel of Parliament and other 
institutions, 

This recommendation was included 
in the final report of the EMAS 
Working Group "Mobility and the 
Environment" and has been included 
into the EMAS Action Plan 2009-
2011 (objective 1, action 10f) 

The potential CO2 
reduction of this measure 
is difficult to quantify. 

– asking the Bureau to establish a 
permanent and visible information 
point on mobility management, which 
provides customers with information 
and help about sustainable mobility, 

Measure included in the final report 
of the EMAS Working Group 
"Mobility and the Environment" and 
then into the EMAS Action Plan 
2009-2011 (objective 1, action 10e) 
This information point will be 
operational in Brussels in 09/09. 

The potential CO2 
reduction of this measure 
is difficult to quantify. 

– encouraging the use of IT equipment 
and video conferences in order to 
reduce travel, 

Action approved by the Bureau in the 
CO2 Action Plan (18/02/09) and 
included into the EMAS Action Plan 
2009-2011 (objective 1, action 5): 
Study on general IT strategy. 

Depending on the results 
of the study. Based on the 
carbon footprint report, 
this measure could save 
up to 5.000 tonnes CO2. 

 



 

– endeavouring to reduce the distance 
food sold in Parliament's canteens and 
restaurants travels before it reaches the 
consumer; 

Action approved by the Bureau in the 
CO2 Action Plan and included into 
the EMAS Action Plan 2009-2011 
(objective 5, action 25). 

Total emissions coming 
from food sold in EP's 
restaurants is around 1000 
tonnes of CO2. If 30% of 
those emissions can be cut 
with this 
recommendation, 
potential reduction would 
be around 300 tonnes of 
CO2. 

 


