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Visit of Mr Salih Osman, Sakharov 
Prize Laureate 2007 to the European 

Parliament on 9 December 2009

Ms. Hautala met with Mr Osman to
discuss the latest developments in Darfur
and his activities in this respect, as well as 
developments in the ICC.

On the situation in Sudan, Mr Osman 
stated that the country was perpetually 
under threat of separation due to the 
conflict in Darfur and the unstable peace 
process in the South.  African Union 
troops fail to effectively protect the 
population and corruption is widespread.  
He added that following the expulsion of 
NGOs from Darfur there were no 
monitoring actors: a foreign presence is 
needed to verify that military forces will 
ensure the protection of the people.

Ms. Hautala asked to what extent the ICC 
arrest warrant against President Al Bashir 
affected Sudanese politics. She also 
asked for concrete suggestions on 
effective measures to support human 
rights defenders on the ground.  Mr 
Osman replied that the dangers of 
retaliation were not as tremendous as 

expected. In fact, many Human Rights 
Defenders had already fled the country 
prior to the indictment.  Ms. Hautala 
assured Mr Osman that the issue of the 
ICC and the case of Sudan will be kept on 
high on the agenda of the DROI 
Subcommittee.

Mr Osman expressed his gratitude for the 
benefits of the Sakharov Prize.  The prize 
had been echoed widely in Africa and the 
visibility he gained helped put him in the 
position of being responsible for the 
drafting of human rights legislation in the 
Parliament. Crimes such as genocide and 
crimes against humanity will now be 
included in the Sudanese penal code.

Sakharov Prize 2009
MEMORIAL

(Oleg Orlov, Sergei Kovalev and 
Lyudmila Alexeyeva on behalf of 
MEMORIAL and all other human 

rights defenders in Russia)

Award Ceremony 
16 December 2009

Sergei Kovalev gave an emotional and 
moving to the European Parliament when 
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he collected Parliament's prestigious 
annual Sakharov prize together with his 
colleagues, Oleg Orlov and Lyudmila 
Alexeyeva, on behalf of Memorial.  Mr 
Kovalev spoke of the need for Europe to 
apply support and pressure in its dealing 
with Moscow and he felt he could not go 
on without mentioning his murdered 
comrades-in-arms "The prize belongs by 
right to them"- Natalya Estemirova, 
Stanislav Markelov, Anna Politkovskaya 
and many others.

The prize was awarded by President 
Buzek who drew on his own experience in 
Communist Poland to talk about the 
significance of human rights.  He also 
spoke of the murdered activists whom he 
said "should be here today: their killers 
have to be brought to justice".

For further information on the award 
ceremony :

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/
public/staticDisplay.do?language=EN&id=
42

Joint Meeting of AFET/DEVE/DROI 
with the 2009 Sakharov Prize 

Laureates
17 December 2009

The exchange of views with Ms. 
Alexeyeva and Mr Orlov (Mr Kovalev was 
not present) was very concrete and 
focussed on the deteriorating situation of 
human rights defenders in Russia and the 
ways for the EU and the European 
Parliament to deal with this situation and 
to strengthen the civil society in Russia in 
general.

Mr. Fleckenstein, Chair of the EP 
delegation to the EU-Russia Parliamentary 
Cooperation Committee, emphasized that 
a renewed partnership with Russia must 
be based on mutual trust and respect for 
human rights values.  The 2009 Prize 
winners situation and human rights in 
general would be on the PCC's agenda for 
the early part of 2010 he announced.

Russia

Recent arrests of Sakharov 2009 
Laureates Lyudmila Alexeyeva and 

Oleg Orlov

On 31 December Sakharov Prize 2009 
laureate Lyudmila Alexeyeva was arrested 
in together with a group of 50 human 
rights defenders, whilst demonstrating for 
the respect of Article 31 of the Russian 
Constitution (freedom of assembly). 
Thankfully, she was released a few hours 
later. President Buzek said he was "deeply 
disappointed and shocked" and found the 
police action "absolutely disproportionate".

On 31 January Mr Orlov, together with 
other human rights activists, was arrested 
by police during a demonstration in 
Triumfalnaya Square. Despite Mr Orlov 
being swiftly released Ms.Hautala strongly 
condemned these arrests as a gravely 
disappointing act by the Russian 
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authorities and Mr Buzek called on "the 
Russian authorities to cease this heavy-
handed treatment of peaceful 
demonstrators".

Oleg Orlov

At the DROI meeting of 25 January the 
Chair announced that Mr Orlov had lost 
the civil case bought against him by 
President Kadyrov.  Mr Orlov now faces a 
criminal prosecution.

Hearings of the Commissioners-
designate

The hearings of the commissioners of 
the new European Commission (Barroso 
II) took place in the European Parliament 
from 11-19 January 2010.

DROI members were associated with the 
hearings of three commissioners:
Baroness Catherine Ashton - External 
Relations; Viviane Reading - Justice, 
Fundamental Rights and Citizenship and 
Ms. Jeleva - Humanitarian Aid.

Ms. Hautala informed members of the 
hearing with Baroness Ashton and 
highlighted the fact that many members in 
both this and other hearings raised
questions on human rights issues.

Heidi Hautala : Question to 
Baroness Ashton

At the Hearing of Baroness Ashton on 11 
January the Chair of DROI put a question 
about human rights in the EU'S external 
relations. Please follow this link to listen to 
exchange 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP
LASfS8whI

Spanish Presidency Programme

On 14 January at the DROI meeting, the 
Spanish presidency announced their 
priorities in the field of the death penalty, 
torture, child soldiers, gender equality, 
rights of the LGBT persons and 
handicapped persons.

Syria

On 14 January DROI had a discussion on 
the EU-Syria Association Agreement.  Mr 
Baudis, AFET rapporteur on the subject, 
presented the human rights situation in 
Syria, saying progress had been made in 
some areas of human rights in terms of 
religious tolerance and women's rights.  Mr 
Marc Schade Poulsen, Executive Director 
of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights 
Network shared this view and 
recommended that if and when Syria signs 
the Association agreement the European 
Parliament should agree to its ratification 
whilst continuing its efforts to improve the 
human rights situation.

China

On Christmas Day Mr Liu Xiaobo, China’s 
best-known dissident intellectual, was 
convicted of “inciting subversion of state 
power” Beijing Municipal Court. Liu was 
sentenced to eleven years in prison, with 
two years’ deprivation of political rights. 

President Buzek condemned the
persecution of Mr Liu Xiaobo as well as 
the continuous detention of Mr Hu Jia, 
2008 Sakharov Prize Laureate, in a letter 
to the Chinese Ambassador to the EU.
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Vietnam

Representatives from the religious 
Community in Vietnam visited the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg during 
the December 2009 plenary session and 
discussed with Ms. Hautala the expulsion 
of monks and nuns from the Bat Nha 
monastery and the Phuoc Hue Temple by 
undercover police. Ms. Hautala stressed 
that the Vietnamese authorities must stop 
the persecution of this community and 
protect the rights of minorities and 
guarantee the right to practise their 
religion.

Human Rights Defenders

DROI held a hearing on 25 January on 
Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) which 
was attended by a rich panel of experts 
from the UN, OSCE, Spanish Presidency, 
Front Line and International Cities of 
Refuge Network (ICORN).  All the 
speakers highlighted the worsening 
situation faced by human rights defenders 
and the increasing sophistication of 
methods used to hinder their activities.  It 
emerged that Spain, together with Ireland,
had the most advanced arrangements for 
assisting HRDs.  

The Presidency outlined their aim that all 
EU delegations should have a HRDs focal 
point.  "Shelter villages" are also still under 
discussion as well as the question of 
emergency visas for HRDs to enter the 
EU.

The director of Front Line, Ms. Mary 
Lawlor welcomed the Parliament's 
initiative to draw up a report on this 
subject.  Ms. Hautala, rapporteur of the 
own initiative report, will focus on the 
protection of human rights defenders in 
their own country, emergency visas and 
more generally on strengthening the EU's 
institutional capacity in order to make the 
EU Human Rights Policy more coherent 
and systematic and how to increase the 
visibility of HRDs.  The report is scheduled 
for adoption in the AFET committee on 27 
April.

Guantanamo

On 26 January Members of the Bureaux of 
DROI, LIBE and of the Delegation for 
relations with the US met with 
Ambassador Daniel Fried, Special Envoy 
for Closure of the Guantanamo Detention 
Facility and Michael Posner, Assistant 
Secretary at the Bureau of Democracy, 
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Human Rights and Labor, to discuss the 
closure of Guantanamo. A year after the 
executive orders on the closure of 
Guantanamo by January 2010, the Obama 
administration clearly admits the failure to 
meet the self-imposed deadline. The 
discussion concerned especially the 
remaining challenges in closing the 
detention facility and the role of EU in this 
effort- The situation of the prisoners who 
still remain at the facility was also 
considered.

The European Parliament has repeatedly
stated that the prisoners held in 
Guantanamo Bay must either be 
prosecuted or released, and that indefinite 
detention could not be an option. The EP 
has called on EU Member States to 
support the effort for the closure of 
Guantanamo by accepting the 
resettlement of detainees cleared for
release on their soil, however, Members 
also stressed the need for the US to 
review its overall detention policy.
Parliament debated these issues at the 
plenary session of 9 February 2010.

Next DROI Meetings in 2010

Monday, 22 February, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 4 March, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 17 March, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 18 March, 09h00-12h30

Highlights coming up in DROI in the 
first quarter of 2010

(provisional, subject to change)

 Implications of the ratification of 
the Lisbon Treaty in relation to 
DROI

 Human rights in Cuba, in 
Afghanistan

 DROI delegation visit to the UN 
Human Rights Council in Geneva 
(14-16 March 2010)

 Hearing on prevention of mass 
human rights abuses (18 March)

Multimedia

Most DROI meetings are webstreamed.
Watch live via the following links :
EP Live:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en
Europarl TV - Live:
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/

Studies
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/commit
tees/studies.do?language=EN


	Issue 3.doc

