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SUMMARY

State of play - EU human rights policy

The EU is committed to mainstreaming human rights concerns into all its policies and programmes and draws 
on a wide range of tools to promote human rights in third countries. This also includes a ‘human rights clause’ 
which has become an integral part of the EU’s external trade and development policy and applies to over 120 
countries. The EU holds regular consultations and dialogues on human rights and financially supports the 
promotion of human rights and democracy worldwide through its European Instrument for Democracy and 
Human Rights (EIDHR).

Parliamentary dimension 

For many years, defending human rights in the world has been one of the EP’s primary concerns and an area in 
which it has been most prominently involved in public debate. Each year, the EP publishes an Annual Report on 
Human Rights in the World, which reflects on the EU’s human rights policy, evaluates activities of the European 
Commission and of the Council of the European Union in this area and provides recommendations. Since 1988, 
in the spirit of Andreï Sakharov, the EP has awarded the annual Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought to 
honour individuals or organisations for their efforts on behalf of human rights and fundamental freedoms and 
against oppression and injustice. In 2008, the European Parliament celebrated the 20th anniversary of the Prize 
by holding a conference with the participation of previous Laureates as well as that of Ms Elena Bonner, the 
widow of Andreï Sakharov. The 2008 Prize was awarded to jailed Chinese dissident Hu Jia. 

During the 6th legislature (2004-2005), the Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) has taken many 
parliamentary initiatives and has held a number of hearings, including those organised jointly with other 
Committees such as DEVE (Committee on Development) and LIBE (Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs). It has provided a permanent forum for discussions on the human rights situation in non-EU 
countries with the Council and the Commission, UN Special Rapporteurs and representatives of the UNDP, 
the Council of Europe, government representatives, human rights activists and NGOs. The Subcommittee also 
drafted a number of key reports on human rights which were adopted by the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
(AFET), including a report on the Human Rights Council, on human rights clauses, human rights dialogues and 
consultations, and on sanctions. The Subcommittee has also raised numerous cases of violations of individuals’ 
human rights, including inter alia political prisoners and prisoners of conscience, journalists, cyber dissidents, 
trade unionists and human rights defenders in jail, harassed or under threat. Some of the most famous cases 
included Sakharov laureate Aung San Suu Kyi (Burma/Myanmar) and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Shirin Ebadi 
(Iran). The European Parliament recently welcomed the release of Ayman Nour, a prominent figure in the 
Egyptian civil opposition movement, who spent 4 years behind bars and whose case has been raised in an EP 
urgency resolution. 

Key achievements of the Subcommittee on Human Rights
Recommendations on human rights guidelines led to the •	 revision and adoption of a number of EU 
guidelines: guidelines on the death penalty, torture, the rights of the child and violence against women 
and girls.
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EP scrutiny of human rights dialogues and consultations: •	 a new model of inter-institutional cooperation 
was established in the form of confidential informal debriefings with the Council and the Commission.
Human rights clauses in EU agreements with third countries: a number of •	 recommendations were made to 
improve the efficiency of the human rights clauses based on articles 9 and 96 of the ACP-EU Partnership 
Agreement (Cotonou agreement). 
The Commission acknowledged the need for •	 better impact assessment of EU sanctions and for a review of 
the procedure for blacklisting and delisting in order to preserve the human rights of listed individuals.
Mainstreaming human rights: DROI drafted a number •	 of guidelines on human rights for all the EP’s 
Interparliamentary Delegations with third countries.

Financial instruments

Through the process of democratic scrutiny of the new European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 
(EIDHR), the EP is now actively taking part in the oversight of the implementation of this financial instrument. A 
specific working group has been set up within the Subcommittee to this effect. The EP has used its budgetary 
powers to substantially increase the resources earmarked for EIDHR programmes. In 2000-2006, the EIDHR 
allocated some €730 million to 2410 projects. The EIDHR budget amounts to €1,104 million for the period 2007-
2013. 

Prospects

Mainstreaming human rights and democratic values in all policies and actions of the EU in its relations with 
third countries remains a major challenge.  It is vital for the EU to move beyond rhetoric and ensure an effective 
implementation of the human rights clause and of human rights dialogues, which too often fail to lead to 
concrete improvement of the human rights situation on the ground. At the international level, in particular 
in UN fora, the EU needs to regain strong leadership. In this respect, the 2011 review of the UN Human Rights 
Council will provide an opportunity for the EU to strengthen its influence and play an active role in the review 
process.

In light of the need to reach a more profound strategic consensus to guide the application of the EU’s human 
rights policies, the proposed ‘European Consensus on Democracy’ could allow for more clarity and better 
coordination between EU policies. The establishment, under the Lisbon Treaty, of the European External Action 
Service will lead to discussions regarding the place for dedicated human rights specialists in this new structure 
of EU diplomacy. 

After the adoption in 2006 of the new legal base as part of the overall reform of EU external action financial 
instruments, the EIDHR is now entering its halfway stage during the current financial framework. A new strategy 
will have to be adopted, and preparations will soon be under way for the new financial framework starting in 
2014. This will provide a new opportunity to carry out a major impact assessment to assess the adequacy of the 
resources and identify future needs.  

Increased attention should be paid to the rights of the child, women’s rights, the rights of indigenous peoples, 
as well as accountability of enterprises; social, economic and cultural rights in general.
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FOREWORD
by Heidi Hautala

It is an honour and a privilege for me to chair the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights, 
which helps define and implement the European Union’s human rights policies affecting the lives of human beings 
throughout the world.

The Subcommittee was reconstituted in 2004, under the chairmanship of Ms Hélène Flautre, and during this period 
it has become an important platform in the European Parliament for the defence of human rights worldwide.

The current, 7th legislature (2009-2014) provides DROI with an opportunity to further strengthen and develop this 
role, to mainstream human rights concerns into the work of the European Union’s different bodies and to strengthen 
our effectiveness in opposing injustice and violations of all human rights, political, social, cultural or economic.

The very nature of work on human rights requires efforts to be made on many fronts at the same time. Within the 
European Parliament actions in relation to human rights take place through a wide-range of actors: the President, 
the political groups, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, 
the Committee on Development, the Committee on International Trade, and the parliamentary delegations and 
multilateral assemblies in which we participate. 

In our Subcommittee we also work closely with the European Commission and the Council of the EU to maximise 
the effect of our actions. These institutions must now accept that to ratify an agreement with countries outside the 
European Union, the European Parliament will agree only on the condition that the human rights clauses in the 
agreement are genuinely implemented.

A major element of the Subcommittee’s work is the European Union’s guidelines on human rights: on the fight 
against torture, against death penalty, on violence against women, on the protection of children’s rights and of children 
in armed conflict and of human rights defenders. We must continue to ensure these guidelines are implemented.

In December 2008 the European Parliament celebrated the 20th Anniversary of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 
Thought with the participation of the former Prize laureates.  This event reminded us of the importance and progress 
made in the field of human rights and gave us further encouragement to continue our efforts.  Parliament is providing 
support, backing and protection to human rights defenders.

With this in mind, the Subcommittee will do it’s utmost to effectively use and combine the different tools it has at 
its disposition, such as exchanges of views, public hearings, reports, urgency resolutions, delegation visits, demarche 
letters, academic studies and confidential diplomacy. 

At the same time, we in the Subcommittee on Human Rights will work to deepen cooperation and synergy with 
the other European institutions, as well as with international partners, such as the United Nations and its Human 
Rights Council, the Council of Europe, NGOs of all kinds and human rights support groups. The EU should be much 
more visible in its defence of universal and fundamental human rights and during this legislature the Subcommittee 
aims to provide a platform for that. 

We know that basic rights and liberties are still denied to millions of citizens worldwide. Since the EU has the 
capacity and resources we have a moral responsibility to take action. The European Parliament and its Subcommittee 
on Human Rights will continue to explore ways to do this, to provide insight and monitor the other institutions 
concerning the promotion and protections of human rights as an essential element in all of their work.

Brussels, October 2009
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Info Sheet No. 1
Role of the Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI)

The Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) was created in 2004 to assist the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) 
on the human rights aspects of its mandate. According to the Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs is responsible for “issues concerning human rights, the protection of minorities and the promotion 
of democratic values in third countries. In this context the committee is assisted by a subcommittee on human rights. 
Without prejudice to the relevant rules, members from other committees and bodies with responsibilities in this field 
shall be invited to attend the meetings of the subcommittee.” 1

At the start of the seventh legislature the Subcommittee comprises 30 Members of the European Parliament 
representing the political and geographic spectrum of the European Union.

Powers and Competences

Article 6 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), which is the underlying legal provision concerning human 
rights, states: 

“The Union is founded on the principle of liberty, democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms”. 

The Article 11 of the TEU further specifies that one of the objectives of the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy (CFSP) is 

“to develop and consolidate democracy and rule of law, and respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms”. 

Article 2 of the Lisbon Treaty on European Union (consolidated version, pending ratification) deepens this 
commitment by stating: 

“The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule 
of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities”.

Regarding the Union’s external relations, the same Article affirms the Union’s commitment to 

“eradication of poverty and the protection of human rights, in particular the rights of the child, as well 
as to the strict observance and the development of international law, including respect for the principles 
of the United Nations Charter”. 

Article 21 of the Lisbon Treaty on European Union adds that 

“the Union’s action on the international scene shall be guided by the principles which have inspired its own 
creation, development and enlargement, and which it seeks to advance in the wider world: democracy, 
the rule of law, the universality and indivisibility of human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect 

1 Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament, 17th edition -July 2009, ANNEX VII:Powers and responsibilities of standing Committees; I. Committee on 
Foreign Affairs.
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for human dignity, the principles of equality and solidarity, and respect for the principles of the United 
Nations Charter and international law.”

The powers and competences of the European Parliament on human rights issues derive further from Article 21 
of the EU Treaty:

“The Presidency shall consult the European Parliament on the main aspects and the basic choices of the 
common foreign and security policy and shall ensure that the views of the European Parliament are duly 
taken into consideration. The European Parliament shall be kept regularly informed by the Presidency 
and the Commission of the development of the Union’s foreign and security policy.

The European Parliament may ask questions of the Council or make recommendations to it. It shall hold 
an annual debate on progress in implementing the common foreign and security policy.”

Within this legal framework, the Subcommittee has its role to work for the benefit of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and the European Parliament as a whole.

Organisation

The Chair presides over the meetings of the Subcommittee and speaks for it in the plenary sessions when 
appropriate. He or she has an important role in drawing up Subcommittee agendas and acts as the Subcommittee 
representative to outside bodies. The Chairperson can be replaced by one of the Vice-Chairs when necessary. 

A very significant role in the Subcommittee is played by the Group coordinators 1 (see Annex 1). Full committees 
usually prepare reports either on the basis of a legislative proposal coming from the European Commission or 
they can decide to address a specific issue through an own initiative report. DROI coordinators may propose 
own initiative reports to AFET 2 (see Annex III) and agree on public hearings, conferences, workshops and studies 
to be launched (Annexes IV and V). 

The Subcommittee on Human Rights holds a permanent dialogue with the Council of the EU and the European 
Commission, monitoring how they achieve the agreed policy priorities. The Subcommittee meetings also feature 
regularly dialogues with civil society NGOs and other international organisations. It also conducts delegation 
visits to individual third countries, including the candidate countries to the European Union. This ongoing 
exchange of information allows for appropriate action in rapidly changing circumstances, and opens up e.g. the 
possibility of urgent resolutions in plenary session.

The Secretariat of the Subcommittee is provided by the Human Rights Unit within the Directorate General 
for External Relations (DG EXPO) (see Annex II). The Human Rights Unit organises the daily work of the 
Subcommittee, provides support, background analysis and notes to the Chair and assists Members in drafting 
reports. It also organises Subcommittee delegations, public hearings, workshops and conferences in this area. 
The Human Rights Unit also provides the secretariat for the annual Sakharov Prize on Freedom of Thought. The 
Policy Department of DG EXPO provides the Subcommittee with internal briefing notes and is administratively 
in charge of managing the external studies commissioned by the Subcommittee.

1 A coordinator is the lead person in each political group. Together with the Chairperson and Vice-Chairs of a Committee (or Subcommittee), they form 
the ‘Enlarged Bureau’ and decide about reports to be drawn up, delegations to be dispatched and on any procedural and political matters relevant for 
the work of the parliamentary body.

2 A Committee has the right to prepare 6 own initiative reports in parallel. In addition, Committees with Subcommittees receive one supplementary 
report for each Subcommittee.



EN 12-2009http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI

54
67

infokit

DROI Subcommittee
on Human Rights

Info Sheet No. 2
Parliamentary scrutiny of the European Union’s financial instrument in 

human rights (EIDHR)

European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)

On 1 January 2007, a new Regulation for the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR 
Regulation EC 1889/2006) entered into force. It is the key EU financial assistance instrument in human rights 
and democracy promotion with a financial envelope for the period 2007-2013 of 1 104 000 000€. The EIDHR 
is mainly a financial and policy instrument to be implemented in cooperation with civil society organisations 
and international organisations around the world, and one of the most important features is that, unlike for the 
other geographical instruments, no prior consent of the host government is required.

Most of the implementation is done by the services of the European Commission via call for proposals - global 
or local - with a small proportion of targeted projects together with other international organisations. In 2009, 
77 EC delegations will launch or manage ongoing projects, a number to be increased in 2010. 

The EIDHR also finances the EU Election Observation Missions. Following an agreement during the negotiations 
on the regulation, a maximum of 25% of the total budget (30% for a single year) can be used for EU EOMs.
According to the EIDHR Strategy for the years 2007-2010, the particular focus of EIDHR funding will 
be on the following areas: 

Enhancing respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms•	  in countries and regions where they are 
most at risk
Strengthening the role of civil society•	  in promoting human rights and democratic reform
Support to areas covered by EU Guidelines on key human rights concerns•	
Supporting the •	 international framework for human rights
EU •	 Election Observation missions

Parliamentary scrutiny of the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

One of the important roles for the European Parliament is monitoring the implementation of the Regulation 
established by the co-legislators. Since the reform in 2006, the regulations for the financial instruments for 
external assistance are more framework legislation than previously, leaving important policy choices to the 
implementation stage, which has lead up to the need for an increased policy discussion as well. 

The Parliamentary scrutiny is therefore two folded: an informal political process (democratic scrutiny) 
through dialogue with the European Commission on the political priorities for the instrument before the 
proposal has officially been sent to the European Parliament through the Comitology register; and a formal 
process of inter-institutional cooperation where the European Parliament is exercising its right of scrutiny 
on the implementing powers conferred on the European Commission (legal scrutiny, in this case according to 
Articles 4 and 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC). In practice, the European Parliament can thereby oppose a proposal, 
if it believes it is not in compliance with the legal base.
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In order to facilitate these processes, it was decided on 20 March 2007 to establish a Working Group on EIDHR, 
headed by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights, with representatives of all political groups. The 
working group met 1-2 times annually together with the Commission services to discuss the Multi-Annual 
Strategy Paper and the Annual Action Plans, as well as a general follow-up on the current situation for the 
implementation of the instrument.
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Info Sheet No. 3
Evaluation of the European Union’s human rights policies: Human rights 

dialogues, clauses and sanctions

Human rights dialogues and consultations

One important role of the Subcommittee is to monitor the implementation of the EU guidelines on human 
rights. The subcommittee regularly focuses on the guidelines on EU human rights dialogues and consultations 
with third countries. 

Based upon a compilation of six studies commissioned by the Subcommittee on the different EU bilateral human 
rights dialogues and consultations (with China, Russia, the ACP, the Neighbourhood countries, Latin America 
and Iran) and a legal opinion by the EP Legal service, an EP report 1 was prepared by Elena Valenciano Martínez-
Orozco (PSE) to evaluate the functioning of EU human rights dialogues and consultations with third countries. 
This report provided a detailed analysis of the different kinds of human rights dialogues and consultations, 
such as the structured dialogue with China, the consultations with Russia, the new Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement based dialogue with Uzbekistan and the political dialogue and possible ‘Article 96 consultations’ 
conducted with African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. The document included recommendations to 
improve these dialogues, in particular by increasing their transparency and publicity as well as developing EU 
inter-institutional coherence and enhancing the role of the EP. 

The Subcommittee organises regular ‘in camera’ briefings on the preparations for and debriefings of the results of 
the main dialogues, with a special focus on China, Russia and Uzbekistan as well as the Southern Neighbourhood 
countries.  Often representatives of the EU Troika and the Chair of the relevant interparliamentary delegation 
are invited to an exchange of views as part of the Subcommittee’s ordinary meetings.

As a follow-up to the recommendations of the Valenciano report a new practice of informal confidential 
debriefings on the dialogue rounds was introduced, in which Troika representatives provided information to 
interested MEPs on a confidential basis. In the period 2007-2008, a total of five such meetings took place, on 
dialogues with China, the African Union, Egypt, Israel and Uzbekistan. This new procedure enabled the EP to be 
better informed about and to have greater influence over EU human rights dialogues and consultations. Besides 
this, the secretariat was regularly invited to attend the legal seminar at the time of the EU-China dialogues and 
the EU’s meeting with NGOs prior to consultations with Russia.

Human rights clauses

Since 1992, the European Community incorporates systematically a human rights and democracy clause into 
its international agreements. The clause has now been introduced into more than 50 agreements and applies 
to more than 120 countries. It stipulates that respect for human rights and democratic principles underpins the 
internal and external policies of the parties. In the event that those principles are breached, the EU may take 
certain measures, such as imposing targeted restrictive measures, and eventually suspending the agreement. 
However, many sectoral agreements, such as those on textiles, agriculture and fisheries, as well as agreements 

1 European Parliament resolution of 6 September 2007 on the functioning of the human rights dialogues and consultations on human rights with third 
countries (2007/2001(INI)), P6_TA(2007)0381.
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with developed countries, still lack the clause, as deplored by the European Parliament in its resolution adopted 
in 2005, based on the own-initiative report drafted by Vittorio Agnoletto (GUE/NGL, IT) on the human rights and 
democracy clause in European Union agreements. 

One of the factors that according to the European Parliament has compromised the application of the clause, 
was the generic nature of its wording: this does not spell out detailed procedures for ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ 
interventions under EU/third country cooperation, and advocated the drafting of a new “model clause” to 
correct the current wording. In this sense, Articles 9 and 96 of the Cotonou Agreement - which has even led to 
the temporary suspension of economic and trade cooperation with some African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
on the grounds of serious human rights violations, thus enhancing the European Union’s determination and 
credibility - could serve as an example.

The European Parliament also requested an increased role in defining negotiation mandates, and in the process 
leading up to the decision to suspend an agreement.

Human rights sanctions

In the context of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), the EU applies restrictive measures, or 
sanctions, to ensure compliance with the CFSP objectives, in particular respect for human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law.

Although the practice of EU sanctions has been in existence for more than 20 years, they are a relatively unknown 
instrument and - it must be admitted - some scepticism as to their effectiveness and a certain reluctance to use 
them.

In 2008 the Subcommittee drafted a report 1 on EU sanctions in the field of human rights (rapporteur: Hélène 
Flautre), in which Parliament calls on the European Union to improve the way it uses sanctions as a foreign 
policy instrument, highlighting the need for greater coherence in the use of sanctions, including through better 
analysis and impact assessments, and to make EU sanctions more effective, e.g. through in-depth analysis of 
each specific situation prior to the adoption of sanctions, and clear and specific benchmarks as conditions for 
the lifting of sanctions.

Alongside the reports on human rights clauses and dialogues, this report constitutes a fundamental element of 
the ‘trilogy’ assessing the main human rights instruments of EU foreign policy and a basis for future scrutiny by 
the EP of developments in this respect.

1 European Parliament resolution of 4 September 2008 on the evaluation of EU sanctions as part of the EU’s actions and policies in the area of human 
rights (2008/2031(INI)), P6_TA-PROV(2008)0405.
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Info Sheet No. 4
The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought

Since 1988, in the spirit of Andreï Sakharov, the European Parliament has awarded the annual Sakharov Prize 
for Freedom of Thought in order to honour individuals or organisations for their efforts on behalf of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms and against oppression and injustice. From Gorky, where he was living in 
exile, Andreï Sakharov (1921-1989), the renowned physicist, member of the Academy of Sciences, dissident 
and 1975 Nobel Peace Prize winner, sent a message to the European Parliament saying how moved he was 
that it intended to create a prize for freedom of thought which would bear his name. He rightly saw this as an 
encouragement to all those who, like him, had committed themselves to championing human rights.

In awarding the Sakharov Prize, the European Parliament honours, in particular, outstanding achievements in the 
fight to protect freedom of thought and expression against intolerance, fanaticism and hatred. This reflects its 
conviction that fundamental freedoms include not only the right to life and physical integrity, but also freedom 
of expression and of the press, two of the most effective means of fighting oppression and key yardsticks by 
which to judge whether a society is democratic and open. The right to untrammelled freedom of opinion and 
expression, which is enshrined in Article 19 of the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights of 16 December 1966 and which includes ‘the right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of 
all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or though any medium of 
[a person’s] choice’, reflects the spirit in which the European Parliament created the Sakharov Prize.

A political group or at least 40 Members of the European Parliament can nominate candidates for the Prize. The 
nominations are formally presented at a joint meeting of the Subcommittee on Human Rights with the Foreign 
Affairs and Development Committees. A shortlist of three candidates is then determined by a vote in a joint 
meeting of the Committees on Foreign Affairs and on Development. The decision on the final laureate is made 
by the Conference of Presidents, usually in October. The Subcommittee on Human Rights closely follows the 
whole Sakharov procedure and its secretariat, the Human Rights Unit, is directly involved in the preparations 
for the award ceremony.

The European Parliament awards the human rights prize, endowed with the financial support of EUR 50000, 
at a formal sitting in Strasbourg which falls on or around 10 December, the day on which the United Nations 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed in 1948.

In 2008 the Sakharov Prize celebrated its 20th anniversary. In order to mark this event and to demonstrate its 
continuous support for human rights, and especially, to promote the attendance of any Sakharov Prize winners 
who have been prevented from receiving their prizes in person in the past, the European Parliament held a 
conference entitled: “20 years of active support to human rights: Sakharov Laureates tell their story”.

All previous laureates as well as Ms Elena Bonner, Andrei Sakharov’s widow, were invited to this event and many 
of them participated in the conference and had the chance to share their views on global human rights, and 
the importance of the Sakharov Prize. This was also the occasion for President Pöttering to officially launch the 
“Sakharov Network”, allowing laureates to link to one another’s activities and to show solidarity.

For further information see the Sakharov website :  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/public/staticDisplay.do?language=EN&id=42
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THE PRIZE WINNERS

1988  NELSON ROLIHLAHLA MANDELA, South Africa and ANATOLI MARCHENKO, USSR (posthumously) 

1989  ALEXANDER DUBČEK, Czechoslovakia 

1990  AUNG SAN SUU KYI, Burma/Myanmar  

1991  ADEM DEMAÇI, Kosovo 

1992  LAS MADRES DE LA PLAZA DE MAYO, Argentina 

1993  OSLOBODJENJE, Bosnia-Herzegovina

1994  TASLIMA NASREEN, Bangladesh

1995  LEYLA ZANA, Turkey 

1996 WEI JINGSHENG, China 

1997  SALIMA GHEZALI, Algeria 

1998  IBRAHIM RUGOVA, Kosovo 

1999  XANANA GUSMÃO, East Timor 

2000  ¡BASTA YA!, Spain 

2001 IZZAT GHAZZAWI, Palestine and NURIT PELED-ELHANAN, Israel and DOM ZACARIAS KAMWENHO, Angola

2002  OSWALDO JOSÉ PAYÁ SARDIÑAS, Cuba 

2003  UN SECRETARY GENERAL, KOFI ANNAN and ALL THE STAFF OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

2004  BELARUSIAN ASSOCIATION OF JOURNALISTS, Belarus 

2005  LADIES IN WHITE, Cuba and HAUWA IBRAHIM, Nigeria and REPORTERS WITHOUT BORDERS 

2006  ALIAKSANDR MILINKEVICH, Belarus

2007  SALIH MAHMOUD MOHAMED OSMAN, Sudan

2008  HU JIA, China 

2009  MEMORIAL (OLEG ORLOV, SERGEI KOVALEV AND LYUDMILA ALEXEYEVA ON BEHALF OF MEMORIAL AND 
ALL OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN RUSSIA) 
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Info Sheet No. 5
The Annual Report on Human Rights

One of the most important reports prepared for AFET by the Subcommittee on Human Rights is the European 
Parliament’s Annual Report on Human Rights. 

The EU annual report is adopted by the Council of Ministers and includes input provided by the Subcommittee 
on its own activities. The European Parliament then begins drafting an annual report on the human rights 
situation in the world and the EU human rights policy. 

The European Parliament’s Annual Report on Human Rights provides an overview of the main human rights 
concerns in relation to overall themes and can mention individual countries. Themes highlighted in recent years 
have been, for example: human rights and the fight against terrorism, children’s rights, the impact of conflict 
on women and children, the death penalty, trafficking in human beings and human organs, child prostitution 
and child labour, the role of international business in human rights, impunity and the role of the International 
Criminal Court as well as the implementation of the various EU guidelines on human rights.

In 2006 Parliament introduced a new approach to the annual report. Since then it has developed into an overview 
of the European Union’s human rights work in all its forms and has included proposals to make this work more 
effectively. Topics discussed included the EU’s activities in international organisations, the mainstreaming of 
human rights into other policy areas, including trade and development policy and strengthening the usefulness 
of EU HR dialogues with third countries.

See Annex III for detailed information.
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Info Sheet No. 6
Fighting violations of individual and collective human rights

Numerous individual human rights violation cases are raised by Parliament every year. These include political 
prisoners, prisoners of conscience, journalists, cyber dissidents, scientists, trade unionists and human rights 
defenders in jail, harassed or under threat.

During the 6th parliamentary term (2004-2009) the most famous cases included the Bulgarian nurses and the 
Palestinian doctor in Libya, the murder of Anna Politkovskaya in Russia, the house arrest of Sakharov laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma/Myanmar, the imprisonment of Dr Ayman Nour in Egypt and Hu Jia in China. The full 
list of cases is included in Annex I to the Annual Report on Human Rights, adopted each year by Parliament.

The cases were either raised in a letter to the authorities signed by the President of Parliament, by the Chairs 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee or the Subcommittee on Human Rights and/or by the relevant EP delegation 
chair, or in a discussion in a Subcommittee meeting. They could also be included in an EP human rights urgency 
resolution or a question to the Council of the European Union or to the European Commission. Confidential 
demarches have also sometimes been conducted by the President and his Private Office.

This work relies on ad hoc cooperation between the Human Rights Unit, the Commission desk officer and 
its delegation in the country concerned, as well as individual MEPs and if necessary the EP Legal service and 
sometimes the EU Presidency. A great deal of information is also received from civil society organisations.

Individual cases are also often raised during delegation visits to a third country by the Subcommittee or by 
other bodies of the European Parliament. Through one individual case all the similar cases, i.e. the case of the 
human rights defender, is supported.





EN 12-2009http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI

54
67

infokit

DROI Subcommittee
on Human Rights

Info Sheet No. 7
Dialogue with civil society

Civil society organisations play a crucial role in monitoring human rights and democratic reform processes in all 
parts of the world and are therefore actively involved in the implementation of EU human rights and democracy 
policy.

The Subcommittee on Human Rights maintains a close relationship with civil society organisations, both at 
European level and around the world. Their expertise and knowledge of the situation on the ground, is an 
essential contribution to the Parliamentary work.

One of the main functions of the Subcommittee is to provide a permanent public forum for the discussion 
on the situation of human rights and democratisation in third countries. This has become an even more 
important feature since the introduction of web streaming, as many of our meetings can now be followed in 
real time via the internet on the European Parliament’s website (http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en) all over the world. Speakers invited to our meetings often include 
official representatives of governments and other EU and international institutions, as well as representatives 
from civil society organisations and human rights defenders, who can give direct information on a particular 
situation. Through their testimonies, often based on personal experience, they provide first hand information 
on complex and difficult issues or situations.

The civil society organisations also have an important role as “watchdogs”, alerting on critical situations and 
abuses, which often serve as the basis for discussions or actions, on specific cases by the European Parliament, 
be it in the form of adoption of resolutions or individual démarches.

In Brussels, civil society organisations active in the field of human rights and democracy at European level, have 
established an informal network for their cooperation called the Human Rights and Democracy Network. 
The Subcommittee has maintained a regular dialogue with the Network, where exchanges of views either in 
the Enlarged Bureau or in the full subcommittee, have provided the opportunity to raise special concerns or 
proposal for actions. Other networks, either based in a region or concentrating on a country, as well as those 
working with specific thematic issues, are also regularly invited to the meetings and in close contact with both 
its members and the secretariat. 

The European Parliament has also shown its strong support for the work of civil society organisations in their 
role as defenders of fundamental freedoms, through the importance it pays to the European Instrument for 
Democracy and Human Rights. The EIDHR is the key EU financial assistance instrument in human rights and 
democracy promotion, to be implemented in cooperation with civil society organisations and international 
organisations around the world. It complements thereby the other geographical programmes, which primarily 
have a focus on public institution building in cooperation with the governments.
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Members of the Subcommittee on Human Rights
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Annex III
Reports and opinions (2004-2009)

REPORTS
1. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2008 and the European Union’s policy on 

the matter 
A6-0264/2009 - (2008/2336 INI)), Raimon Obiols I Germà (PSE)
6.5.2009 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

2. Report on the development of the UN Human Rights Council, including the role of the EU 
A6-0498/2008 - (2008/2201 (INI)), Laima Liucija Andrikienė (PPE-DE)
14.1.2009 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

3. Report on the evaluation of EU sanctions as part of the EU’s actions and policies in the area of human 
rights 
A6-0309/2008 - (2008/2031 (INI)), Hélène Flautre (VERTS/ALE)
15.7.2008 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

4. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2007 and the EU’s policy on the matter 
A6-0153/2008 - (2007/2274 (INI)), Marco Cappato (ALDE)
14.4.2008 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

5. Report on the functioning of the Human Rights Dialogues and consultations on human rights with 
third countries 
A6-0302/2007 - (2007/2001 (INI)), Elena Valenciano Martínez-Orozco (PSE)
30.7.2007 (adoption in the EP plenary session) 

6. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2006 and the EU’s policy on the matter 
A6-0128/2007 - (2007/2020 (INI)), Simon Coveney (PPE-DE)
10.4.2007 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

7. Report on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on establishing 
a financing instrument for the promotion of democracy and human rights worldwide (European 
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights)
A6-0376/2006 - (COM(2006)0354 - C6-0206/2006 - 2006/0116(COD))
Hélène Flautre (VERTS/ALE) and Edward McMillan-Scott (PPE-DE)
24.10.2006 (adoption in the EP plenary session) 

8. Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2005 and the European Union’s policy on 
the matter 
A6-0158/2006 - (2005/2203 (INI)), Richard Howitt (PSE)
6.5.2006 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

9. Report on the Human Rights and Democracy Clause in European Union agreements
A6-0004/2006 - (2005/2057 (INI)), Vittorio Agnoletto (GUE/NGL)
23.1.2006 (adoption in the EP plenary session)
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10. Report on the Annual report on human rights in the world in 2004 and the European Union’s policy 
on this matter 
A6-0086/2005 (2004/2151 (INI)), Simon Coveney (PPE-DE)
5.4.2005 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

11. Report on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 976/1999 laying down 
the requirements for the implementation of Community operations, which, within the framework of 
Community cooperation policy, contribute to the general objective of developing and consolidating 
democracy and the rule of law and to that of respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms in 
third countries
A6-0041/2004  (COM(2003)0639 - 6018/2004 - C6-0078/2004 -  2004/0807(CNS))
Edward McMillan-Scott (PPE-DE), 25.11.2004 (adoption in the EP plenary session)

OPINIONS
1. Special place for children in EU external action

AFET/6/66652 - (DEVE/6/66649) - 2008/2203 (INI), Milan Horáček (VERTS/ALE)
T6-0060/2009 - 19.02.2009

2. Immigration: status of third-country nationals who are long-term residents. Extension to beneficiaries 
of international protection (amend. Dir. 2003/109/EC)
AFET/6/50578 - (LIBE/6/50576) - 2007/0112 (CNS), Nickolay Mladenov (PPE-DE)
T6-0168/2008 - 23.04.2008

3.  The Treaty amending the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty establishing the European 
Community
AFET/6/56999 - (AFCO/6/55735) - 2007/2286 (INI), Andrew Duff  (ALDE)
T6-0055/2008 - 20.02.2008

4. European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights: adoption of a Multiannual Framework for 2007-
2012 (implem. Regulation (EC) No 168/2007).
AFET/6/53815 - (LIBE/6/53095) - 2007/0189 (CNS), Libor Rouček (PSE)
T6-0014/2008  - 17.01.2008

5. Towards an EU strategy on the rights of the child
AFET/6/45555 - (LIBE/6/43585) - 2007/2093 (INI), Irena Belohorská (NI)
T6-0012/2008 - 16.01.2008

6. Area of freedom, security and justice AFSJ: strategy for the external dimension, action plan 
implementing the Hague Programme
AFET/6/36465 - (LIBE/6/36415) - 2006/2111 (INI), Aloyzas Sakalas (PSE)
T6-0284/2007 - 21.06.2007

7. EC/Turkmenistan agreement: interim agreement on trade
(INTA/6/21018) - 1998/0304 (CNS), Panagiotis Beglitis (PSE)
A6-0085/2006 - 24.03.2006

8. Fighting trafficking in human beings, an integrated approach and proposals for an action plan
AFET/6/36815 - (LIBE/6/35279) - 2006/2078 (INI), Simon Coveney (PPE-DE)
T6-0498/2006 - 16.11.2006

9. European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights: establishment, role and mandate replacing the 
European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia EUMC (repeal. Reg. 1037/97/EC)
AFET/6/24981 - (LIBE/6/29477) - 2005/0124 (CNS),  Cam Oedema (VERTS/ALE
T6-0509/2006 - 30.11.2006

10. Promotion and protection of fundamental rights: the role of national and European institutions, 
including the Fundamental Rights Agency
AFET/6/26092 - (LIBE/6/25781) - 2005/2007 (INI), 
Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne (ALDE)
T6-0208/2005 - 26.05.2005
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Annex IV
Hearings, conferences and workshops (2004-2009)

Human rights in Turkey, 25 October 2004

Human rights dimension in the European Neighbourhood Policy (Moldova and Morocco), 27 January 2005

Human rights in Syria, 31 March 2005

Freedom of expression and the development of parliamentary democracy in the Euro-Mediterranean 
region, 23 June 2005 

Tenth anniversary of the Declaration of Barcelona, 11 July 2005 

Human rights situation in Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam, 12 September 2005

Feminicide (Violence against women) The case of Mexico and Guatemala (jointly with the Committee on 
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality), 19 April 2006

EU guidelines on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment or treatment, 4 May 2006

Human rights in the Neighbourhood Action Plans of Israel and Egypt, 19 June 2006

Transitional justice, 28 August 2006

Human Rights situation in Russia - a tribute to Anna Politkovskaya, 21 November 2006

The International Criminal Court and International Criminal Justice, 21 November 2006

Corporate Social Responsibility, 23 January 2007

The death penalty in view of the third World Congress Against the Death Penalty of 1-3 February 
in Paris - examples of the death penalty situation in the US, Singapore and the Great Lakes region, 
29 January 2007

Human Rights situation in Burma/Myanmar, 20 March 2007

Beyond Activism - Seminar on the impact of the human rights activities of the European Parliament, 
27 March 2007

Cartoonists for Peace on the occasion of the world press freedom day, 27 March 2007

Human rights situation in Uzbekistan, 2 May 2007

Preparations for the EU-China human rights dialogue in Berlin on 14 and 15 May 2007, 3 May 2007

Human Rights and democratisation in Ethiopia two years after the 15 May elections (jointly with the 
Development Committee), 5 June 2007

Follow-up to the Marty report on readmissions (jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs and the Committee on Foreign Affairs), 17 July 2007
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Human rights in the European neighbourhood policy (Jordan and Azerbaijan), 27 August 2007

Human rights in frozen conflicts (example of Transnistria) with former political prisoners, 27 August 
2007

Human rights in South Asia, in particular Pakistan and Bangladesh, 5 November 2007

Human rights in China (in the run-up to 2008 Olympic Games) and the EU-China Summit on 28 November 
2007, 26 November 2007

Terrorist black lists (jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs), 18 February 
2008

Situation of Palestinians detained in Israeli prisons, 27 February 2008

Guantanamo Bay (jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs), 28 February 
2008

The impact of climate change to the human rights of indigenous peoples in view of the Seventh Session 
of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 31 March 2008

Promoting Change in Burma/Myanmar: The impact of EU policies (jointly with the Development 
Committee), 2 April 2008

Guidelines on the protection and promotion of children’s rights in third countries, 14 April 2008

Human rights in the Republic of Moldova, 25 August 2008

Economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to food and the question of businesses’ 
responsibility on human rights, 10 September 2008

Human rights situation in Turkey, 10 September 2008

Workshop on the perspectives of the African human rights institutions (as part of the African Week of the 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue), 11 September 2008

Human rights in the European Neighbourhood Policy, 18 September 2008

Conference: ‘60 years of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:  The defenders take the floor’ (jointly 
with the European Commission and the UN), 7-8 October 2008

The impact of climate change to the human rights of indigenous peoples in relation to the implementation 
of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People  (jointly with the Temporary Committee on 
Climate Change), 13 October 2008

Workshop on Human Rights in the Arab World: Focus on the Arab Charter on Human Rights (as part of 
the Arab Week of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue), 3 November 2008

20 years of active support to human rights: Sakharov laureates tell their story - Conference on the 
occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the Sakharov Prize, 16 December 2008

Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the example of the Philippines, 21 January 2009

EU’s role in combating human rights violations by private military and security companies (PMCs/PSCs), 
9 February 2009

The Human Rights Dimension of the Union for the Mediterranean, 10 February 2009

Business and Human Rights, 16 April 2009

Human rights in Iran, 1 September 2009

Human rights in Russia, 30 September 2009

Human rights in Sri Lanka, 1 October 2009
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Annex V
Studies (2004-2009)

# Reference Title Expert
Year of 
publication

1 EP/ExPol/B/2004/09/10 The financial instruments available to 
the European Union for its human rights 
activities in third countries and in particular 
the European Initiative for Democracy and 
Human Rights (EIDHR)

VON MEIJENFELDT Roel, 
Institute for Multiparty 
Democracy
THE NETHERLANDS

2005

2 EP/ExPol/B/2005/06 Human rights clauses as an instrument of 
the EU’s policies to encourage the protection 
of human rights in third countries

BARTELS Lorand,
University of Edinburgh, 
UK

2005

3 EP/ExPol/B/2005/08 The human rights situation in Laos with a 
particular emphasis on the situation of the 
Hmong people

HAMID Ruhi, 
UK

2005

4 EP/ExPol/B/2005/15 An assessment of the impact of the 
resolutions and other activities of the 
European Parliament in the field of human 
rights outside the EU

ULRICH George
European Inter
-University Centre for 
Human Rights,  
ITALY

2005

5 EP/ExPol/B/2005/21 The competences of the proposed 
Fundamental Rights Agency with respect 
to human rights violations outside or EU 
territory

BARTELS Lorand
Edinburgh University,
UK

2006

6 EP/ExPol/B/2005/22 Human rights and democracy indicators - 
definitions and implications

ROBERT Cécile + 
JURINE Magalie - 
FRANCE

2006

7 EP/ExPol/B/2006/40 Freedom of expression in Russia and the 
situation of the media

Vitali YAROCHEVSKY 
Novaia Gazeta
RUSSIA

2006

8 EP/ExPol/B/2006/39 The Human Rights situation in Russia and 
the role of the EU-Russia consultations on 
human rights

GANNUSHKINA Svetlana 
FIDH, FRANCE

2006

9 EP/ExPol/B/2006/35 Implementation of the EIDHR - The 
Chechnya example

Philip LEACH
EHRAC, UK

2006
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# Reference Title Expert
Year of 
publication

10 EP/ExPol/B/2006/30 Civil society under threat : common legal 
barriers and potential responses

MOORE David
International Center 
for Not-For-Profit Law
HUNGARY

2006

11 EP/ExPol/B/2006/20 The policy of the EU in the field of border 
control and the fight against organised 
crime: How does it impact on the promotion 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
in third countries?

GUILD Elspeth,
FRANCE

2006

12 EP/ExPol/B/2006/19 The impact of the EU’s strategy to combat 
terrorism on respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in third countries

BIGO Didier
Centre d’Etudes sur les 
conflits, FRANCE

2006

13 EP/ExPol/B/2006/13 The question of freedom of movement and 
the impact of the ‘separation barrier’ on it in 
the territories occupied by Israel

MONTELL Jessica 
B’Tselem, ISRAEL

2006

14 EP/ExPol/B/2006/12 The implementation of EU guidelines 
on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment

SVENSSON-MC CARTHY 
Anna-Lena, 
SWITZERLAND

2007

15 EP/ExPol/B/2006/11 An analysis of the external dimension of 
the EU’s asylum and immigration policies 
- summary and recommendations for the 
European Parliament

RODIER Claire,
FRANCE

2006

16 EP/ExPol/B/2006/04 Question of torture - general framework 
and recommendations to the European 
Parliament

PROKOSCH Eric,
Amnesty International, 
UK

2006

17 EP/ExPol/B/2006/03 Human rights in Nepal PYAKUREL Sushil,
INDIA

2006

18 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/05 The death penalty in the United States DIETER Richard C., 
USA

2007

19 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/06 The death penalty in the Great Lakes region NGONDJI Liévin, 
Dem. Rep. of CONGO

2007

20 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/07 The death penalty in Singapore MADASAMY Ravi,
SINGAPORE

2007

21 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/10 The abolition of the death penalty and the 
Inter-American System

CERNA Christina M, USA 2007

22 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/11 The abolition of death penalty in the 
Philippines and the role of civil society

QUISUMBING 
Purificacion C. Valera 
PHILIPPINES

2007

23 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/13 Birth registration and the rights of the child MILLER Michael James, 
MOZAMBIQUE

2007

24 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/15 The human rights dialogue between the EU 
and China

ESTEBAN Mario, 
SPAIN

2007

25 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/16 The impact of the resolutions and other 
activities of the EP  
in the field of human rights outside the EU - 
update

ULRICH George,
EIUC, ITALY

2007
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26 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/18 Analysis of the human rights consultations 
with Russia

LE HUEROU Anne,
FRANCE

2007

27 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/19 The EU-Iran human rights dialogue KJAERUM Morten, 
DENMARK

2007

28 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/20 Political dialogue and human rights in the 
framework of the Cotonou Agreement

MBANGU-KIALA Lydie, 
BELGIUM

2007

29 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/21 EU dialogues on human rights: a synthesis of 
recent prominent initiatives

GUILLET Sara, 
FRANCE

2007

30 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/22 Human rights in the EU´s neighbourhood 
policy: mechanisms and impact 

FELIU I 
MARTINEZ Laura,
SPAIN

2007

31 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/23 The importance of human rights in the 
political dialogue between the EU and the 
countries of Central and South America

SOTILLO LORENZO 
José Angel, 
SPAIN

2007

32 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/26 Honour killing, its causes & consequences; 
suggested strategies for the European 
Parliament

HAILE Jane,
BELGIUM

2007

33 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/27 Readmission agreements and respect for 
human rights in third countries. Review and 
prospects for the European Parliament

CORTES DIAZ
Claudia 
FRANCE

2007

34 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/31 Human rights and frozen conflicts in the 
Eastern Neighbourhood

BIELAWSKI Martina,
GERMANY

2007

35 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/32 Citizens in danger: human rights and 
freedom in Putin’s Russia

MENDRAS Marie,
FRANCE

2008

36 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/34 Respecting human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and EU/UN sanctions

CAMERON Iain, 
SWEDEN

2008

37 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/41 The role of the EU in the Human Rights 
Council 

FISCHER Horst
EIUC, ITALY

2008

38 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/42 Human rights records of the members of the 
UN Human Rights Council

FISCHER Horst 
EIUC, ITALY

2008

39 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/43 The International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia

HARTMANN Florence,
FRANCE

2008

40 EXPO/B/DROI/2007/44 Minority rights in the Western Balkans WOLFF Stefan,
UK

2008

41 EXPO/B/DROI/2008/43 Prohibition of political parties in Turkey – The 
case of the AKP

HARTMANN Florence, 
FRANCE

2008

42 EXPO/B/DROI/2008/56 The freedom of religion or belief and the 
freedom of expression

EVANS Malcolm, 
UK

2009

43 EXPO/B/DROI/2008/63 DROI Workshop 03/11/2008 - written 
expertise Human rights in the Arab world: 
focus on the Arab Charter on Human Rights

BAHEY eldin Hassan 
CIHRS, EGYPT

2008

44 EXPO/B/DROI/2008/64 DROI Workshop 03/11/2008 - written 
expertise Human rights in the Arab world: 
focus on the Arab Charter on Human Rights

BACCOUCHE Taieb, 
TUNISIA

2008
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45 EXPO/B/DROI/2008/65 Human rights aspects of consular assistance 
and demarches to support EU nationals in 
third countries

NASCIMBENE Bruno, 
ITALY

2009

46 EXPO/B/DROI/2009/04 DROI Workshop 09/02/2009 - written 
expertise Human rights and international 
law concerns about private military and 
security companies

KINSEY Christopher, 
UK

2009

47 EXPO/B/DROI/2009/03 Indigenous peoples and climate change OVIEDO Gonzato, 
SWITZERLAND

2009

48 EXPO/B/DROI/2008/77 An update on the implementation of 
the EU guidelines on torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment

SVENSSON-
McCARTHY Anna-Lena, 
SWITZERLAND

2009

49 EXPO/B/DROI/2008/66 Human rights mainstreaming in EU’s external 
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