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Amendment 1
Ryszard Czarnecki

Proposal for a decision
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. ________ the Council’s Secretary-
General discharge in respect of the 
implementation of its budget for the 
financial year 2008;

1. Grants the Council’s Secretary-General 
discharge in respect of the implementation 
of its budget for the financial year 2008;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Ryszard Czarnecki

Proposal for a decision
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. ________ the Council’s Secretary-
General discharge in respect of the 
implementation of its budget for the 
financial year 2008;

1. Postpones its decision on granting the 
Council’s Secretary-General discharge in 
respect of the implementation of its budget 
for the financial year 2008;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Søren Bo Søndergaard

Proposal for a decision
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. _______ the Council’s Secretary-
General discharge in respect of the 
implementation of its budget for the 
financial year 2008;

1. Postpones its decision on granting the 
Council’s Secretary-General discharge in 
respect of the implementation of its budget 
for the financial year 2008;
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Or. en

Amendment 4
Marta Andreasen

Proposal for a decision
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. ________ the Council’s Secretary-
General discharge in respect of the 
implementation of its budget for the 
financial year 2008;

1. Postpones its decision on granting the 
Council’s Secretary-General discharge in 
respect of the implementation of its budget 
for the financial year 2008;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Martin Ehrenhauser

Proposal for a decision
Paragraph 1

Proposal for a decision Amendment

1. ________ the Council’s Secretary-
General discharge in respect of the 
implementation of its budget for the 
financial year 2008;

1. Postpones its decision on granting the 
Council’s Secretary-General discharge in 
respect of the implementation of its budget 
for the financial year 2008;

Or. de

Amendment 6
Søren Bo Søndergaard

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 5

Motion for a resolution Amendment

5. Believes that the preparation of the 
budget and the discharge of the budget are 
two separate procedures and that the 

5. Believes that the preparation of the 
budget and the discharge of the budget are 
two separate procedures and that the 
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‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ between the 
Council and the Parliament over the 
preparation of their respective sections of 
the budget should not absolve the Council 
of its responsibility to be fully accountable 
to the public for the funds placed at its 
disposal;

‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ between the 
Council and the Parliament over the 
preparation of their respective sections of 
the budget must not absolve the Council of 
its responsibility to be fully accountable to 
the public for the funds placed at its 
disposal;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Barbara Weiler

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

5a. Believes that the 2008 discharge takes 
place at a crucial time, when the 
discharge process for the new European 
External Action Service (EEAS) must be 
set out clearly to ensure full transparency, 
and calls on Council to ensure that it 
submits to Parliament, before the end of 
the 2008 discharge procedure, concrete, 
detailed and all-encompassing plans for 
the staffing, organisational and control 
structures of the EEAS, showing in 
particular the increase and allocation of 
staff and the budgetary implications
foreseen and to immediately take part in 
the negotiations with the budgetary 
authority on the basis of the proposals
submitted;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Marta Andreasen

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 7
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Motion for a resolution Amendment

7. Condemns the Council for its 
perfunctory involvement in the discharge 
process, including its refusal to participate 
in Parliamentary discharge debates; 
believes that this demonstrates a contempt 
for Parliament’s discharge function and for 
the public’s right to see all those 
responsible for the use of European Union 
funds called to account, particularly in 
light of the fact that the Member States 
represented in the Council are in practice 
responsible for approximately 80 % of the 
actual expenditure of the Union’s budget;

7. Condemns the Council for its 
perfunctory involvement in the discharge 
process, including its refusal to 
participate in Parliamentary discharge 
debates; believes that this demonstrates a 
contempt for Parliament’s discharge 
function and for the public’s right to see 
all those responsible for the use of 
European Union funds called to account;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Barbara Weiler

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

7a. Reiterates that Council should be 
present in Parliament at the presentation 
of the ECA Annual Report each year, and 
believes that the arrangements made and 
the meetings that took place in connection 
with the 2007 budget discharge should be 
reinforced and established as part of an
annual procedure;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Ryszard Czarnecki

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 8
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Motion for a resolution Amendment

8. Regrets that, unlike other institutions, 
the Council does not submit an annual 
activity report to Parliament, referring, 
again, to the Gentlemen’s Agreement of 
1970, as well as to the absence of any 
corresponding requirement in the Financial 
Regulation; reiterates its call on the 
Council, in order to be more accountable to 
the general public and taxpayers1, to 
reconsider the practice and to publish the 
Council’s activity report and transmit it to 
Parliament, as suggested in Parliament’s 
resolution of 19 February 2008 on 
transparency in financial matters
(paragraphs 44 and 45)2;

8. Regrets that, unlike other institutions, 
the Council does not submit an annual 
activity report to Parliament, referring to 
the absence of any corresponding 
requirement in the Financial Regulation; 
reiterates its call on the Council, in order to 
be more accountable to the general public 
and taxpayers1, to reconsider the practice 
and to publish the Council’s activity report 
and transmit it to Parliament, as suggested 
in Parliament’s resolution of 19 February 
2008 on transparency in financial matters
(paragraphs 44 and 45)2;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Luigi de Magistris

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Motion for a resolution

Amendment

8a. Calls on the Council and the 
European Parliament, in their capacity as 
joint budgetary authorities, to establish, 
with a view to improving the exchange of 
information on their respective budgets, 
an annual procedure within the discharge 
procedure; under this procedure, the 
President of the Council, accompanied by 
the Secretary-General of the Council, 
would meet officially with the Committee 
on Budgetary Control or a delegation 
thereof made up of its chair, the 
coordinators and the rapporteur, with a 

                                               
1 OJ L 88, 31.3.2009, p. 19.
2 OJ C 184 E , 6.8.2009, p. 1.
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view to providing all the information 
needed for the execution of the Council’s 
budget; suggests also that the chair of the 
competent committee should regularly 
and in an appropriate form provide that 
committee with information regarding 
those discussions;

Or. it

Amendment 12
Ryszard Czarnecki

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11

Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Reminds the Council of its resolution 
of 25 November 20091, which requires it 
to verify progress on the following 
matters:

11. Acknowledges that the Council met its 
requests for a meeting between the 
Chairman, the rapporteur and the 
coordinators of Parliament’s responsible 
committee with representatives of the 
Spanish Presidency and of the General 
Secretariat of the Council to discuss the 
Council’s budget implementation for 
2008, provided written answers to the 
questions put forward in its resolution of 
25 November 20091 and published the 
relevant documents on the Council’s 
website;

- the closing of all the Council’s extra-
budgetary accounts in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Council’s 
internal auditor,
- the improvement of the verification of 
invoices following the recommendations 
of the Council’s internal auditor,
- the publication of all administrative 
decisions when they are used as the legal 
basis for budget items,
- the transmission to Parliament and its 

                                               
1 P7_TA(2009)0085._
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competent committee of the Council’s 
annual activity report, required to be 
drawn up under Article 60(7) of the 
Financial Regulation, in accordance with 
the practice now adopted by all other 
institutions,
- a full explanation of the need to 
transfer money from one item to another 
within the Council’s budget,
- the provision of written answers to 
relevant questions asked by Parliament’s 
competent committee and its rapporteur,
the availability and willingness of the 
Council to provide an oral explanation to 
Parliament’s competent committee, on the 
basis of these written answers, should 
they require further clarification;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Ryszard Czarnecki

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11 - introductory part

Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Reminds the Council of its resolution 
of 25 November 20091, which requires it 
to verify progress on the following 
matters:

11. Calls on the Council to report on the 
progress on the questions put forward in
its resolution of 25 November 20091, in 
particular:

Or. en

Amendment 14
Marta Andreasen

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11

                                               
1 P7_TA(2009)0085._
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Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Reminds the Council of its resolution 
of 25 November 20091, which requires it 
to verify progress on the following 
matters:

11. Requests the Council to confirm, 
before Parliament decides on discharge, 
that according to its resolution of 25 
November 20091:

- the closing of all the Council’s extra-
budgetary accounts in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Council’s internal 
auditor, 

- it has closed all its extra-budgetary 
accounts in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Council’s internal 
auditor,

- the improvement of the verification of 
invoices following the recommendations of 
the Council’s internal auditor,

- it has improved the verification of 
invoices following the recommendations 
of the Council’s internal auditor,

- the publication of all administrative 
decisions when they are used as the legal
basis for budget items,

- it has published all administrative 
decisions used as the legal
basis for budget items,

- the transmission to Parliament and its 
competent committee of the Council’s
annual activity report, required to be drawn 
up under Article 60(7) of the
Financial Regulation, in accordance with 
the practice now adopted by all other
institutions,

- it has transmitted to Parliament and its 
competent committee the Council’s
annual activity report, required to be 
drawn up under Article 60(7) of the
Financial Regulation, in accordance with 
the practice now adopted by all other 
institutions,

- a full explanation of the need to transfer 
money from one item to another within the 
Council’s budget,

- it has explained fully the need to transfer 
money from one item to another within the 
Council’s budget,

- the provision of written answers to 
relevant questions asked by Parliament’s 
competent committee and its rapporteur,

- it has provided written answers to 
relevant questions asked by Parliament’s 
competent committee and its rapporteur,

- the availability and willingness of the 
Council to provide an oral explanation to 
Parliament’s competent committee, on the 
basis of these written answers, should they 
require further clarification;

- it is available and willing to provide an 
oral explanation to Parliament’s competent 
committee, on the basis of these written 
answers, should they require further 
clarification;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Søren Bo Søndergaard

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11 - introductory part

                                               
1 P7_TA(2009)0085._
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Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Reminds the Council of its resolution 
of 25 November 20091, which requires it to 
verify progress on the following matters:

11. Deplores that the Council still did not 
answer the questions raised in 
Parliament’s resolution of 25 November 
20091, which requires it to verify progress 
on the following matters:

Or. en

Amendment 16
Martin Ehrenhauser

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 11

Motion for a resolution Amendment

11. Reminds the Council of its resolution 
of 25 November 20092, which requires it 
to verify progress on the following 
matters:

11. Points out that the decision on 
discharge is being held up because the 
Council has still not made any visible 
progress on the following points, which 
were raised in Parliament’s resolution of 
25 November 20092; strongly urges the 
Council to demonstrate results in the 
following areas:

Or. de

Amendment 17
Ingeborg Gräßle

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 12 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

12a Is concerned by the lack of 
transparency of the cost incurred by the 
activities, in particular the missions 
carried out by the special representatives

                                               
1 P7_TA(2009)0085._
2 P7_TA(2009)0085._
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and asks for a detailed breakdown of the 
expenditure of the special representatives 
and their missions budget;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Søren Bo Søndergaard

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 12 b (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

12b Asks the ECA why there is no 
mention of the unsolved problems, as 
pointed out in Parliament’s resolution of 
25 November 2009 accompanying its 
decision on discharge for 20071, in its 
Annual Report on 2008 concerning the 
Council. 

Or. en

Amendment 19
Søren Bo Søndergaard

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 14

Motion for a resolution Amendment

14. Welcomes the audits carried out by the 
Council’s internal audit service in 2008 
(eight financial audits and one mixed 
audit), as well as the considerable share of 
their recommendations which have been 
accepted; however, points out that the note 
on this issue which was submitted to the 
discharge authorities was of a rather 
general nature, and requests more detailed 
information on the implementation of audit 

14. Welcomes the audits carried out by the 
Council’s internal audit service in 2008 
(eight financial audits and one mixed 
audit), as well as the considerable share of 
their recommendations which have been 
accepted; however, points out that the note 
on this issue which was submitted to the 
discharge authority was of a rather general 
nature, and requests more detailed 
information on the implementation of audit 

                                               
1 OJ L 19, 23.1.2010, p. 9.
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recommendations; recommendations as without them it would 
be impossible to grant the discharge;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Søren Bo Søndergaard

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 14 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

14a Asks, in order to grant the Council 
discharge ,for the following:
(a) as regards Chapter 22 - Operating 
expenditure - item 2 2 0 0: the text of the 
Decision No 190/2003 and the related 
Decision concerning ESDP/CFSP 
expenses - a full explanation of the need 
to transfer money from one item to 
another within the Council’s budget
(b) as regards Chapter 22 - Operating 
expenditure - item 2 2 0 2: how much in
Euros has been allocated for the 
interpretation at European Security and 
Defence meetings pursuant to Decision 
No 56/2004 of the Secretary-General of 
the Council/High Representative 
concerning interpreting for the European 
Council, the Council and its preparatory 
bodies?
(c) as regards Chapter 22 - Operating 
expenditure - item 2 0 0 2: to receive a 
copy of Decision 56/2004
(d) as regards Chapter 22 - Operating 
expenditure - item 2 0 0 2: in which 
budget line and how much in Euros has 
been transferred from this line for the 
delegates’ travel expenses?

Or. en
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Amendment 21
Marta Andreasen

Motion for a resolution
Recital A

Motion for a resolution Amendment

A. whereas the Council ignores 
Parliament’s requests to review the 
Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1970,

A. whereas the Council ignores 
Parliament’s requests to review the 
Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1970, invoked 
by the Council and never actually signed 
by the Parliament,

Or. en

Amendment 22
Marta Andreasen

Motion for a resolution
Recital A a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

Aa. whereas ‘citizens have the right to 
know how their taxes are being spent and 
how the power entrusted to political 
bodies is handled’1,

Or. en

Amendment 23
Ryszard Czarnecki

Motion for a resolution
Citation 9 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

- having regard to its Resolution of 25 
November 2009 with observations 
forming an integral part of the Decision 

                                               
1 The European Transparency Initiative, on
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/kallas/work/eu_transparency/index_en.htm
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on discharge in respect of the 
implementation of the European Union 
general budget for the financial year 
2007, Section II – Council1,

Or. en

Amendment 24
Marta Andreasen

Motion for a resolution
Citation 10 a (new)

Motion for a resolution Amendment

- having regards to its Resolution of 25 
November 2009 with observations 
forming an integral part of the Decision 
on discharge in respect of the 
implementation of the European Union 
general budget for the financial year 
2007, Section II – Council2,

Or. en

                                                                                                                                                  
1 OJ L 19, 23.1.2010, p. 9.
2 OJ L 19, 23.1.2010, p. 9.


