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Adoption of draft report

Social rules in road transport
Rapporteur: Ms Hella Ranner (EPP, AT)
Own-initiative report

After a lively debate, Members adopted by a large 
majority Ms Ranner's own-initiative report on the 
penalties for serious infringements against the social 
rules in road transport provided for in the legislation 
of the Member States.

33 amendments, including 3 compromise
amendments, were voted to the initial report, 
reflecting the debates between Members on the 
need for a European coordination instrument for 
harmonising approaches regarding road controls. 

Members also adopted amendments on the need for 
further harmonisation of the categorisation of fines 
and penalties, requesting the examination of new 
initiatives for harmonising the penalties at European 
level by the Commission as the new provisions of 
the Lisbon Treaty make this possible. Finally, 
Members insisted on the practical implementation of 
the EU's social rules on European roads, underlining 
that appropriate and safe parking infrastructure in
sufficient number should be established for lorry 
drivers.

The report was adopted by 36:5:0.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: May 2010.

Presentation of draft report

Investigation and prevention of incidents 
and accidents in civil aviation

Rapporteur: Ms Christine de Veyrac (EPP, 
FR)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first 
reading

In presenting her draft report, Ms de Veyrac noted 
that ensuring quality independent accident 
investigation is essential in the prevention of future 
accidents or incidents in civil aviation. The Shadow 
Rapporteurs reacted positively to the amendments 
tabled by the Rapporteur aiming to strengthen the 
EU's accident investigations capacity with the 
establishment of the European Network, to provide 
assistance to the victims and their families, to 
facilitate the analysis of recurrent incidents 
contained in the European Co-ordination Centre for 
Aviation Incidence Reporting (ECCAIRS) and to 
define the appropriate involvement of the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) in the accident 
investigation process.

Members criticised some aspects of the 
Commission's proposal, notably on the role of EASA 
and its compliance with Annex 13 of the Chicago 
Convention (ICAO). Members agreed that EASA 
should have a role of adviser in accident
investigations, but with a clear separation from the 
investigation itself since the Agency, as a regulatory 
body, cannot be both judge and party. The 
disclosure of sensitive information under an accident 
investigation to the judiciary was seen by some 
Members as a threat to the voluntary reporting from 
pilots and air traffic controllers. Ms de Veyrac sought 
to cover the protection of personal data in 
accordance with the European Data Protection 
Supervisor's opinion. Regarding the list of 
passengers, concerns were raised on data protection 
and the voluntary notification in advance of a 
contact person by passengers. 

Several Members highlighted the difficulties between 
accidents investigation authorities and the judicial 
authorities. They asked for the protection of 
"whistleblowers" on reporting, for improvements on 
the occurrence reporting for incidents, including 
information on near-collisions, maintenance and 
information from industry, as well as an ethical code 
for the media when an accident occurs. The 
Commission supported the well-founded approach 
taken by the Rapporteur in her draft report. While 
the Commission accepted there was a potential 
conflict of interest for EASA and need to ensure 
strictly independent accident investigation, it did 
argue for the provision of a minimum of information 
flow to EASA regarding airworthiness. Some 
Members underlined that the work in Council is quite 
advanced and considered the possibility of an early 
agreement with Council.

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 4 May 2010.
 Adoption in TRAN: 1 June 2010.
 Adoption in Plenary: July 2010.

Presentation of draft resolution

Implementation of the first railway 
package

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/tran/tran_7leg_meetinglist.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?/language=EN&body=TRAN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/usefulLinksCom.do;jsessionid=07BE378ED0A209D67A6354F8A169E550.node2?language=EN&body=TRAN
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Rapporteur: Mr Brian Simpson (S&D, UK)

The Chairman, as the draftsperson for the TRAN 
resolution, recalled the recent opening of the rail 
market, the announcement by Commissioner Kallas 
to revise the first railway package in 2010 and the 
recent formal notifications sent to 21 Member States 
related to the incorrect transposition of the first 
railway package.

This draft resolution is a follow-up to the 
implementation debate on the first railway package 
held at the TRAN Committee meeting in February 
2010 and the oral question addressed to the 
Commission at the March plenary session.

In the draft resolution, the Chairman focused on the 
criticisms of the Member States and the European 
Commission, as well as on the main problematic 
issues related to the lack of independence of 
infrastructure managers, the lack of powers and 
resources of regulatory bodies and the 
unsatisfactory and insufficiently transparent track 
charging systems.

A large majority of Members supported the approach 
of the Chairman and criticized Member States and 
the European Commission. They shared the views 
that Member States were aiming at preserving and 
protecting their national rail markets thus preventing 
the creation of an integrated European rail market. 
Some Members suggested that deadlines should be 
introduced to transmit information, that a clear 
diagnostic of the situation was needed, and that 
legal procedures against Member States should be 
launched; these Members expressed their concern 
that the Commission would not act without any strict 
deadlines imposed by Parliament.

Other MEPs also insisted on the need for investment 
in rail infrastructure as a means to ensure a proper 
competitive and open rail market.

The European Commission answered by recalling its 
actions since 2008 and contested the fact that the 
Commission had not been active enough in order to 
guarantee the full implementation of the first railway 
package, explaining its actions via several technical 
justifications and by the recent integration of new 
Member States. 

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 5 May 2010.
 Adoption in TRAN: 1 June 2010.
 Adoption in plenary: June 2010.

Presentation of draft opinion

Emission performance standards light 
duty vehicles
Rapporteur: Mr Oldřich Vlasak (ECR, CZ)
Opinion to ENVI Committee

Mr Vlasak presented his draft report to the 
Committee by recalling the recent history of EU 
initiatives and legislation in this area. He welcomed 
the Commission proposal but stated that he had 
concerns about certain provisions in the text, 
especially with regard to their implications for 

European industry. As is stands, the proposal would 
set a mandatory target of 175g/km for vehicles of 
category N1 from 2014 and there would also be an 
overall longer-term target of 135g/km for 2020.

Mr Vlasak reminded the Committee of the current 
economic climate and its effects on both 
manufacturers and consumers, as well as the 
relatively small market share of LCVs. He proposes 
postponing the entry into force of the Regulation (by 
3 years for the 175g CO2/km target), lowering the 
2020 target from 135 to 162g CO2/km, using the 
revenues from the Excess Emissions Premium to 
finance projects aimed at lowering the impact of 
transport on the environment, improving the 
provisions on super-credits measures and 
harmonising the LCV and passenger car excess 
emission penalties.

The ensuing discussion was animated with some 
Groups welcoming the Rapporteur's proposals as a 
constructive first step and others being critical and 
arguing for more stringent measures than the 
Commission had originally proposed. The most 
important disagreements were on the targets and 
the timescale. Members also raised the possibility of 
including speed limitations, a new proposal to which 
the Commission gave a cautious welcome as it 
defended the overall approach and targets in its 
proposal.

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 5 May 2010
 Adoption in TRAN: 1 June 2010
 Adoption in ENVI: 21-23 June 2010

Exchange of views

European Environment Agency

The Executive Director of the EEA, Professor 
Jacqueline McGlade, presented the 10th annual 
report of the Transport and Environment Reporting 
Mechanism (TERM report) "Towards a resource-
efficient transport system - TERM 2009".

The report reflects the last decade, where successful 
measures were taken based on TERM data on 
transport’s environmental impact, in particular in the 
area of air pollution. The 2009 report calls for a clear 
vision defining Europe's transport system by 2050 
and consistent policies to achieve it.

Greenhouse gas emissions are the main challenge. 
The TERM report provides recommendations for 
reducing such emissions, but rather than selecting a 
few, all available measures need to be implemented. 
Even then it would be difficult to cut the sector’s 
emissions by 80 % by 2050. Along with 
technological improvement measures (improved 
engine and vehicle design, low carbon fuels), 
measures to avoid transport and measures for a 
modal shift (changes in population density, 
improved town planning and transport networks, 
road pricing) need to be taken. Other challenges 
include noise and certain air pollutants.

Members addressed emission reduction strategies 
such as modal shift away from road transport, 
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avoiding transport growth, urban planning including 
the issue of periphery and public transport 
planning, logistics and interoperability for inter-
modality and debated more concrete measures such 
as rail network development, kerosene taxation, 
r o a d  speed limitation, car-sharing, the use 
of electric, hybrid and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles 
and road traffic management. They asked questions 
on priorities among the CO2-reduction measures and 
on possibilities for CO2-emission reduction through 
technological improvement, as well as on CO2-
emission and air transport noise statistics.

According to Professor McGlade, all available CO2-
emission reduction measures needed to be taken but 
"quick-win" measures include financing (e.g. 
structural funds, regional policy), investment (e.g. 
favouring modal shift to inland waterways or fast 
passenger railways) and technology. Improved 
urban planning as well as improved logistics and 
interoperability would b r i n g  about important 
benefits. The former should include a closer look into 
the production and distribution chain of goods and 
freight transport. Vehicle efficiency improvements 
would, however, entail a rebound effect since people 
would travel more and further.

Reporting formalities for ships
Rapporteur: Dirk Sterckx (ALDE, BE)
Ordinary legislative procedure, first 
reading

Continuing differences with Council, particularly on 
timing, make it unlikely that agreement will be 
reached for the May Plenary. Mr Sterckx reported on 
the discussions he had held with the Council 
Presidency and Commission. He noted that the main 
outstanding points included: the date of entry into 
force of the Directive, the language regime for 
written communications and the treatment of ships 
remaining within Union waters. There were also 
other more detailed issues to be resolved. However 
he would meet the Council Presidency again next 
week and hoped it would be possible to conclude 
before the summer break.

The Shadow Rapporteurs welcomed the regular 
information Mr Sterckx had provided and invited him 
to continue discussions with the Council. The Chair 
concluded that the Rapporteur had a mandate to 
pursue talks with a view to a first reading 
agreement.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in Plenary: May 2010.

New reports and opinions

European statistics on tourism - COM(2010)0117
Rapporteur: Mr Brian Simpson (S&D, UK)

Proposal for a Regulation laying down the rules and 
general principles concerning mechanisms for 
control by Member States of the Commission's 
exercise of implementing powers - COM(2010)0083
Rapporteur: Mr Saïd El Khadraoui (S&D, BE)

TRAN Committee meeting 3-4 
May, Brussels

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 3 May 2010, afternoon 

 Passenger rights: bus and coach transport/ 
Cancian

 Passenger rights: sea and inland 
waterways/ Ayala Sender

 Rail freight transport/ Marinescu
 Sustainable future for transport/ Grosch

Tuesday, 4 May 2010, morning
 Rail freight transport (vote)
 Exchange of views on tourism with 

Commissioner Tajani

Tuesday, 4 May 2010, afternoon
 Presentation of Commission budget 

proposals

TRAN Committee meetings 2010, 
Brussels

Monday, 31 May, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 1 June, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 1 June, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 21 June, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 22 June, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 22 June, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 22 June, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 12 July, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 13 July, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 13 July, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 14 July, 9.00-12.30

Thursday, 2 September, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 27 September, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 28 September, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 28 September, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 29 September, 9.00-12.30

Tuesday, 26 October, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 26 October, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 27 October, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 27 October, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 8 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 9 November, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 9 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 30 November, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 1 December, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 1 December, 15.00-18.30
Thursday, 2 December, 9.00-12.30
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