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Meeting in Brussels 

Monday 3 May 2010, 15.00 - 18.30 
Tuesday 4 May 2010, 09.00 – 12.30   

 

The Committee meeting will be web streamed 
and can be watched live on the EP web site at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/def
ault_en.htm 
or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu  

Past meetings can be watched or extracts 
downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library: 
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default
_en.htm  

 

LEGISLATIVE WORK 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

 EMISSION PERFORMANCE 

STANDARDS FOR NEW LIGHT 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

Co-decision, first reading (2009/0173(COD)) 
Consideration of draft report 

The ENVI committee will consider a draft 
report on emission performance standards for 
new light commercial vehicles (Martin Callanan 
(ECR), United Kingdom). 

The proposal is a follow-up of the Community 
Strategy to reduce CO2 emissions from Light 
duty vehicles and complements the Regulation 
on the emission reductions for passenger cars 
(Sacconi-report). It aims at  reducing the impact 
of LVC's by ensuring that the average specific 
emissions of new LVC's do not exceed 175 g 
CO2/km as from 2014 and 135 CO2 as from 
2020.This target will be phased in gradually 
from 1 January 2014 onwards with full 
compliance of the new fleet from 2016. 

The starting date for the CO2 emissions standard 
for light commercial vehicles is consistent with 
the timeframe of the adoption by the 
Commission of the proposal for a Regulation 
setting similar standards for passenger cars as of 
2012.  

The proposal is built up very much in the same 
way as the regulation for passenger cars 
(Supercredits for zero-or low emission cars, 
fines in case of excess of the limits, pooling, 
phasing in, derogations for certain 
manufacturers, eco-innovation etc.) 

Deadline for tabling amendments: 19 May 2010 
Vote in ENVI: 27 - 29 September 2010 
Vote in Plenary: October/November 2010 

 

 INTEGRATED POLLUTION 

PREVENTION AND CONTROL  

Co-decision, second reading (2007/0286(COD)) 
Adoption of draft recommendation for second 
reading 

The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report 
on integrated pollution prevention and control 
(IPPC), (recast version) (Holger Krahmer 
(ALDE), Germany). 

The industrial emissions directive seeks to 
prevent and control, in a coordinated way, 
pollution of the air, water and soil resulting 
from emissions from industrial installations. It 
regulates emissions of a wide range of 
pollutants, including sulphur and nitrogen 
compounds, dust particles, asbestos and heavy 
metals. The Directive is aimed at improving 
local air, water and soil quality, not at 
mitigating the global warming effects of some 
of these substances. Emissions of carbon 
dioxide are not covered by IPPC. 

The Council discussed the issue of large 
combustion plants (LCPs), i.e. power plants as 
well as combustion installations in oil refineries 
and the metal industry. In order further to 
reduce pollution from these sources, the 
Commission had proposed tightening the 
existing emissions limits for them by bringing 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm
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them into line with current Best Available 
Techniques (BAT) by 2016. BAT refers to the 
most effective and available emission reduction 
technology, as documented in E
Reference Documents (BREFs). 

The Council agreed to apply current BAT to 
new LCPs earlier than proposed by the 
Commission, namely within two years after the 
entry into force of the Directive. Existing LCPs 
would have to apply current BAT from 2016, 
but the agreement foresees a transition period: 
until the end of 2020, Member States may 
define transitional national plans capping 
emissions of certain pollutants (NOx and/or 
SO2 and/or dust). These annual ceilings must 
decline between 2016 and 2020 and meet levels 
associated with current BAT at the end of 2019. 

The Council did not accept the so called 
emissions safety net as adopted by Parliament in 
the first reading. The draft recommendation 
from the Rapporteur stays close to the first 
reading position. Instead of the emissions safety 
net, he proposes minimum requirements that 
would only need to be met for problematic 
sectors (high impact and insufficient 
implementation). Furthermore the Rapporteur 
aims at tightening the possibilities for the
competent authorities to allo

V

 

 THE OBLIGATIONS OF OPERATORS
WHO PLACE TIMBER AND TIM
PRODUCTS ON THE MARKET 

Co-decision, second reading (2008/0198(COD) 
Adoption
reading 

The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report 
on the obligations of operators who place timber 
and timber products on the market (
Lucas (Verts/ALE), United Kingdom). 

Illegal logging is a substantial and growing 
problem with serious environmental 
implications including the loss of biodiversity, 
deforestation and forest degradation. The 
Commission therefore proposed a regula
support the fight against illegal logging.  

Parliament adopted its first reading on this 
proposed regulation on 22 April 2009. Council 
adopted its common position on 1 March 2010, 
not taking on board many

The main issues at stake are notably the 
prohibition of illegal timber, traceability along 
the supply chain, the definition of
legislation, and details on pe

 

 

 

 NOVEL FOODS
PROCEDURE) 

Co-decision, second reading (2008/0002(COD)) 
Adoption
reading 

The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report 
on novel foods (common procedure)
Tamara Liotard (GUE), Netherlands). 

The draft revised Regulation lays down 
harmonised rules for the placing of 'Novel 
Foods' on the market of the Union with a view 
to ensuring a high level of protection of human 
life and health, animal health and welfare, the 
environment and the interests of consumers. 
'Novel Food' means, in particular, food that was 
not used for human consumption to a significant 
degree within the Union before 15 May 1997, 
including food containing or consisting of
engineered nano-materials.  

It is highly controversial between Council and 
Parliament, whether foods derived from cloned 
animals and their descendants should also be 
covered by the scope of the Regulation. The 
European Parliament is in favour of an 
exclusion, the Council is against, although 
several member states declared on the occasion 
of adoption of Council's first reading that the 
use of cloned animals in food should be 
regulated in a diff
not be authorized. 

On 25 March 2009, the European Parliament 
adopted 85 amendments to the Commission 
proposal in first reading. The Council has taken 
on board 30 out of those am
reading (15 March 2010). 
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Dead 010 

IMPLEMENTING POWERS 

Consideration of draft opinion 
(2010/0051(COD) 

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft 
opinion to 
Legal Affairs (JURI) on Control by Member 
States of the Commission’s exercise of 
implementing powers (Jo Leinen, S&D, 
Germany). 

Article 291 of the Treaty lays down the 
framework for the adoption of implementing 
acts (comitology). The Commission proposal 
flows from the requirement in Article 291(3) for 
the adoption of a regulation governing the rules 
and general principles concerning mechanisms 
for control by member states of the 
Commission's exercise of implementing powers.  

Article 291 does not provide for a role for the 
co-legislators (i.e. Parliament and Council) in 
the process, but only for control by Member 
States. The Commission proposes the 
introduction 
procedures to govern the adoption of 
implementing acts. The draft opinion proposes a 
number of amendments to the proposed 
Regulation.  

Firstly, the ex
to all implementing measures concerning the 
environment and public health. The discretion to 
apply the advisory procedure should therefore 
be removed. 

Secondly, the Regulation should clearly provide 
for Parliament and the Council to be placed on 
an equal footing as regards access to 
information concerning the committee meetings 
under the new p
proposed Regulation should therefore be 
strengthened to provide specifically for 
Parliament and Council to have equal access to 
such information. 

Finally, the proposed automatic alignment of the 
existing advisory, management and regulato
procedures contained in Articles 3, 4 and 5 of 
the existing Comitology Decision is considered 

to be inappropriate and the
th

Deadline for tabling amendments: 10 May 2010
Vote in ENVI: 2-3 June 2010 
Vote in JURI: 23 June 2010 
Vote in Plenary: July 2010 

 

 FAIR REVENUES FOR FARMERS: A 

BETTER FUNCTIONING FOOD 

SUPPLY CHAIN IN EUROPE 

Consideration of draft opinion (2009/2237(INI))

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft 
opinion to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development (AGRI) on Fair Revenues 
for farmers: a better functioning food supply 
chain in Europe (Esther Herranz García (EPP). 

The Commission Communication on a better 
functioning food supply chain in Europe follows 
on from the Commission's December 2008 
report on Food Prices in Europe (COM 
2008(821) and identifies continuing weaknesses 
in the functioning of the food supply chain. The 
Commission proposes a number of measures in 
order to eliminate unfair contractual practices, 
and to increase transparency in the food supply 
chain. The Commission also specifically calls 
for the adoption of the propos
of the labelling legislation; proposes to review 
environmental standards and origin labelling 
schemes which may impede cross-border trade; 
and to work with Member States and industry 
towards better harmonising the implementation 
of EU food safety standards.  

The draft opinion welcomes the recognition in 
the Communication of the strong power 
imbalances among the different operators in the 
food supply chain. 
a
in
introduction of codes of good practice and the 
creation of standard voluntar
are capable of being enforc
perishable goods.  

 

line for tabling amendments: 10 May 2
Vote in ENVI: 2-3 June 2010 
Vote in AGRI: 28 June 2010 
Vote in plenary: September 2010 
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EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
n Tuesday morning, the ENVI Committee will 

Health and Consumer 

O
hold an exchange of views with John Dalli, 
Commissioner for 
Policy. 

 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN 
ENVI COMMITTEE 

 

At its meeting of April 26-28, 2010 the ENVI 
Committee adopted: 

- an opinion to the INTA report on human 
rights, social and environmental standards in 

- its two first reading reports on 
P  
2  
No 726/2004)(Linda MCAVAN );  

 motion for a resolution on food additives 

 

international trade agreements (Thomas Ulmer); 

- its first reading report on falsified medicinal 
products (amendment of Directive 2001/83/EC) 
(Marisa MATIAS); 

harmacovigilance (amendment of Directive
001/83/EC + amendment of Regulation (EC)

-a
other than colours and sweeteners (addition of 
bovine and/or porcine thrombin to Annex IV of
Directive 95/2/EC) (Åsa Westlund).  

 

EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT 
AGENCY  

 

 ECOSYSTEM ACCOUNTING AND 

THE COST OF BIODIVERSITY 

LOSSES — THE CASE OF 

biodiversity loss in the coastal wetlands of the 
Mediterranean. These ecosystems are 
characterised by the close coupling of 
economic, social and ecological processes, and 
any accounting system has to represent how 
these key elements are linked and change over 
time. This report discusses the importance of 
estimating the ecological and social costs of 
maintaining these systems, and the problems 
surrounding providing monetary estimates of 

COASTAL MEDITERRANEAN 

WETLANDS 

This technical report focuses on ways we can 
use land and ecosystem accounting techniques 
to describe and monitor the consequences of 

 
nd socio-ecological 

ed using 
ormation 

the services associated with wetlands. It also
shows how individual wetla
systems (SES) can be defined and mapp
the remotely sensed land cover inf
from Corine Land Cover.: 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/ecosyste
m-accounting-and-the-cost 

 TOWARDS A RESOURCE 

EFFICIENT TRANSPORT 

SYSTEM - TERM 2009 

While technological advances produce cleaner 
vehicles, more and more passengers and goods 
are travelling further distances, thereby 

iency gains. Based on analysis of 

50 and 
licies to achieve it. 

ead more at 
u/pressroom/newsreleas

offsetting effic
long-term trends, a new European Environment 
Agency (EEA) report calls for a clear vision 
defining Europe's transport system by 20
consistent po

R
http://www.eea.europa.e
es/is-europe2019s-transport-getting-greener-
partly (press release available in all EU 

Date of next meeting

languages).  

 

Dates of next meeting: 

: 

Wednesday 2 June 2010, 09.00 – 12.30 / 15.00 - 
18.30 
Tuesday 3 June 2010, 09.00 – 12.30 / 15.00 - 
18.30  
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