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TRAN Committee meeting
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Adoption of draft recommendation

Rail freight transport
Rapporteur: Mr Marian-Jean Marinescu
(EPP, RO)
Ordinary legislative procedure, second 
reading

The TRAN Committee adopted by a large majority 
the draft recommendation for the second reading of 
the proposal for a Regulation for a European rail 
freight network.  

This draft recommendation, which will be adopted in 
plenary in June, constitutes a mandate for the 
negotiations with the Council. Among the changes 
adopted, the draft recommendation reinforces the 
role of one-stop-shops by creating a joint body in 
each freight corridor and by giving them 
competences in the allocation of some international 
train paths. It also proposes a more rapid 
implementation of the freight corridors, the 
reinforcement of the criteria for the creation of the 
corridors by inserting them in the text and the new 
procedure of delegated acts to be used for the 
modification of the freight corridors, which gives 
more competences to the Parliament. A significant 
number of amendments made changes to Annex I 
listing the routes for the initial freight corridors.

On the institutional aspects, the TRAN Committee 
extended the competences of the management 
board of each freight corridor, giving the board a 
legal status, and created a specific advisory group 
for the railway undertakings in order to reinforce 
their consultation in the managing system of the 
corridor.  

The report was adopted by 30:2:4.

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in plenary: June 2010.

Consideration of amendments

Sustainable future for transport
Rapporteur: Mr Mathieu Grosch (EPP, BE)
Own-initiative report

Members held a discussion on the 376 amendments, 
which were tabled to Mr Grosch's draft report on the 
future of transport. The Rapporteur opened the 
debate by reinforcing the main points of his report, 
calling above all for "efficient co-modality". Rather 
than promoting competition between the various 
transport modes, efficient co-modality builds on 
their co-existence and aims at ensuring the 
economic, environmental and social efficiency of 
each individual mode while making sure that they 
are effectively connected. Mr Grosch also re-iterated 
his view that the EU framework for financing 
transport infrastructure should be enhanced and that 
measurable targets should be set for the EU's future 
transport policy. Finally, he wants EU Agencies to 
play an increasingly important role by taking on 
regulatory tasks to avoid protectionist measures by 
Member States.

The Shadow Rapporteurs and other Members then 
took the floor to present and explain the 
amendments they tabled on a variety of issues. 
These include calls for more emphasis on moving 
towards a low-carbon transport system and 
measures to promote a shift to more 
environmentally friendly modes in both freight and 
passenger transport and particularly in urban areas.

Various Members underlined that the promotion of 
safety in all modes of transport should be a priority. 
In addition, they discussed the completion of the 
internal market for the different transport modes 
and the importance of improving inter-modality and 
inter-operability. Finally, the future financing of 
necessary investments in transport figured 
prominently in the discussion. In view of the current 
difficult economic circumstances, there was 
agreement on the need to reinforce efforts and find 
new ways to secure adequate funding.

In his concluding statement, Mr Grosch expressed 
his intention to take on board the substance of 
several amendments, notably those on transport 
safety which he suggested to group in a newly 
introduced chapter. He was also open to discuss 
amendments on CO2 emissions, decarbonisation and 
urban mobility and calls for the introduction of green 
freight corridors. 

Timetable foreseen:
 Adoption in TRAN: 1 June 2010
 Adoption in plenary: July 2010.

Presentation of draft 
recommendations

Passenger rights in bus and coach 
transport
Rapporteur: Mr Antonio Cancian (EPP, IT)
Ordinary legislative procedure, second 
reading

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/tran/tran_7leg_meetinglist.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?/language=EN&body=TRAN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/usefulLinksCom.do;jsessionid=07BE378ED0A209D67A6354F8A169E550.node2?language=EN&body=TRAN
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Mr Cancian presented his draft recommendation for 
the second reading and informed Members of the 
state of play in the ongoing negotiations with the 
Council. The Council's first reading position differs 
substantially from the text adopted by Parliament at 
first reading. Most importantly, it would give 
Member States the possibility to exempt regular 
regional services from the application of the 
Regulation and provide for lengthy exemptions for 
services remaining within the scope. The Council had 
also watered down or cancelled a number of 
important provisions such as those on liability in the 
event of death and injury, the liability for lost and 
damaged luggage, compensation and assistance in 
the event of delays and cancellations as well as the 
rights of disabled persons and PRM.

The Rapporteur therefore re-introduced the majority 
of amendments from Parliament's first reading. In 
total, he tabled 41 amendments which would restore 
the Regulation's original scope and core provisions 
of the draft Regulation aiming at ensuring an 
adequate level of passenger protection. In spite of 
the diverging positions, the Rapporteur stressed his 
willingness to work towards reaching an agreement 
at second reading and outlined possible 
compromises on the scope. In particular, he referred 
to the possibility of allowing regional services to be 
exempted only from a limited part of the 
Regulation's provisions. 

Most Shadow Rapporteurs and the Commission 
shared the Rapporteur's general optimism with 
regard to the possibility of reaching an agreement,
although major differences between the institutions 
remain to be discussed in future trilogues. Some 
Members stressed the need during negotiations to 
insist on keeping provisions that would ensure a 
high level of protection for disabled persons and 
PRM. Other Members emphasised that the future 
Regulation should not put unnecessary burdens on 
the industry, which consists to a large extent of 
small and medium-sized operators.

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 7 May 2010
 Adoption in TRAN: 1 June 2010
 Adoption in plenary: July 2010.

Passenger rights for sea and inland 
waterways
Rapporteur: Ms Inés Ayala Sender (S&D, 
ES)
Ordinary legislative procedure, second 
reading

Ms Ayala Sender opened the discussion on the 
second passenger rights dossier by providing an 
overview of her second reading report.  She also 
briefed the Committee on the progress of the 
negotiating team's (Rapporteur plus Shadows) 
discussions with the Council and the Commission.  
She explained that the Council Common Position 
was reasonable and there were many areas where 
they had either taken on or built on the Parliament's 
first reading position. Important differences do exist, 
however, the most important differences are on the 
scope (which Council wants to be more restricted), 
the ticket price threshold (which Parliament wants to 
be the same as in the rail sector), implementation 

dates, reasons for refusing to transport a disabled 
passenger or one with reduced mobility and 
compensation/reimbursement. Despite these 
important differences, the Rapporteur was optimistic 
about the possibility of a second reading deal.

Intervening Shadow Rapporteurs were also hopeful 
of a deal, depending on the flexibility that could be 
shown by both institutions.  Members expressed 
concerns about the scope and the practical 
application of the Regulation as well as provisions in 
the Council text on refusing carriage on the grounds 
of health. In its intervention, the Commission 
praised the negotiations thus far and was cautiously 
optimistic about a compromise between the 
Parliament and the Council. 

Timetable foreseen:
 Deadline for amendments: 6 May 2010
 Adoption in TRAN: 1 June 2010
 Adoption in plenary: July 2010.

Exchange of views

on tourism with Commissioner Tajani

The Committee had an exchange of views with 
Commissioner Tajani on tourism policy, for which 
the Lisbon Treaty establishes, for the first time, a 
specific competence for the European Union to 
complement the action of the Member States. In his 
introductory statement, Mr Tajani stressed the 
strategic importance of this sector for the European 
economy as it contributes around 5% to EU GDP and 
accounts for 5,2 % of total employment. He went on 
to inform Members of the Commission's plan to 
adopt by the end of this year a Communication on “a 
new framework for a European tourism policy”, 
which will outline a future EU strategy and put 
forward a number of specific initiatives. 

The Communication's main objective will be to 
strengthen the competitiveness of European tourism 
and to foster its sustainable growth. The 
Commissioner clarified that EU action should be 
undertaken in close cooperation with the Member 
States and their regions as well as with the tourism 
industry. Respecting the principle of subsidiarity, EU 
measures will be designed to complement the 
Member States' own initiatives and bring added 
value to them. One way of achieving this would be 
to improve co-operation and exchanges of best 
practices a s  regards the use of innovative 
information and communication technologies and the 
training of tourism professionals.

Further priorities mentioned by the Commissioner 
include the improvement of the knowledge base for 
tourism policy (for instance through the setting up of 
an EU Observatory), the prolongation of the high 
season (for instance by fostering social tourism and 
new tourism themes) and the promotion of Europe's 
image as  a high quality tourist destination both 
within Europe and in third countries (for instance 
through an internet portal). Mr Tajani stressed the 
need to ensure that tourism policy is coherent with 
other related policy areas and said that he was in 
favour of including a chapter dedicated to tourism in 
the EU's new financial perspectives (2014-2020) to 
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provide for a multiannual budgetary framework for 
EU action.

The Commissioner's statement was welcomed by 
numerous Members who took the floor in the 
subsequent debate and agreed with much of what 
the Commissioner proposed. Several Members 
picked up on his suggestion to diversify the sector 
and made reference to several niche areas that 
should be promoted, such as historic tourism, 
cultural tourism, agro-tourism, tourism targeted at 
elderly persons or PRM and, especially, industrial 
heritage tourism. Furthermore, reference was made 
to the importance of supporting environmentally 
sustainable tourism such as bicycle tourism along 
the "iron curtain trail". Several Members stressed 
the close links between tourism and transport policy, 
in particular passenger rights. Finally, Members 
widely supported Mr Tajani's suggestion to 
consolidate the financial framework for EU tourism 
policy. Both the Commissioner and Members 
expressed their intention to co-operate closely in 
shaping the EU's future tourism policy.

with the Commission on budget proposals
2011

Current financial perspective leaves very little scope 
for increased spending, either in 2011 or in the two 
following years. Rapporteur Mr Riquet explained that 
few transport programmes other than TEN-T would 
receive an increase under the Commission’s 
proposed Draft Budget for 2011. He noted that the 
Agencies faced new tasks which were partially 
funded by transfers from other budget lines. As for 
tourism, while the Lisbon Treaty made possible an 
enhanced European role, budgetary provision was 
limited to a few preparatory actions that would 
expire this year or next.

While recognising the constraints, several speakers 
suggested that other funding instruments, such as 
Public-Private Partnerships, EIB funds or a dedicated 
transport fund, might help to meet shortfalls. There 
were also calls for increased coordination with 
projects financed by the Structural and Cohesion 
Funds. Mr Riquet noted that the deadline for 
amendments to the Budget Committee’s report on 
the Draft Budget was extremely tight but that he 
would meet the Shadows next Monday with a view 
to agreeing joint amendments. As in previous years, 
the formal TRAN opinion would be discussed in July 
and adopted in September.

TRAN Committee meeting 31 May
- 1 June, Brussels

Provisional agenda:

Monday, 31 May 2010, afternoon 

 Passenger rights: bus and coach transport/ 
Cancian

 Passenger rights: sea and inland 
waterways/ Ayala Sender

 Accidents and incidents in civil aviation/ de 
Veyrac

 Emission performance standards light-duty 
vehicles/ Vlasak

 Commission implementing powers/ El 
Khadraoui

 Implementation of the first railway 
package/ Simpson

Tuesday, 1 June 2010, morning
 Passenger rights: sea and inland 

waterways/ Cancian (vote)
 Passenger rights: bus and coach transport/ 

Ayala Sender (vote)
 Accidents and incidents in civil aviation/ de 

Veyrac (vote)
 Sustainable future for transport/ Grosch

(vote)
 Emission performance standards light-duty 

vehicles/Vlasak (vote)
 Commission implementing powers/ El 

Khadraoui (vote)
 Implementation of the first railway package 

(vote)
 Intelligent Transport systems/ Jensen
 Statistical returns carriage of goods and 

passengers by sea/ Simpson

Tuesday, 1 June 2010, afternoon
 Exchange of views with Commissioner 

Kallas 

TRAN Committee meetings 2010, 
Brussels

Monday, 21 June, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 22 June, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 22 June, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 23 June, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 12 July, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 13 July, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 13 July, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 14 July, 9.00-12.30

Thursday, 2 September, 9.00-12.30

Monday, 27 September, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 28 September, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 28 September, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 29 September, 9.00-12.30

Tuesday, 26 October, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 26 October, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 27 October, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 27 October, 15.00-18.30

Monday, 8 November, 15.00-18.30
Tuesday, 9 November, 9.00-12.30
Tuesday, 9 November, 15.00-18.30

Tuesday, 30 November, 15.00-18.30
Wednesday, 1 December, 9.00-12.30
Wednesday, 1 December, 15.00-18.30
Thursday, 2 December, 9.00-12.30
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