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On Tuesday 16 March, on the occasion of International Women's Day, the European Parliament 
organised a public hearing on the topic of violence against women and the need for combating it. 
Representatives from the European Parliament, from national Parliaments and from civil society 
took part to the meeting, which was chaired by Eva-Britt Svensson, Chair of the Committee on 
Women's Rights and Gender Equality. 
 
 
Opening and first discussion panel 
 
Studies have shown that one in four women in Europe fall victim of gender-based violence. 
There is a need for a comprehensive EU strategy, as the President of the European Parliament, 
Jerzy Buzek, stressed in his opening speech. 
 
Eva-Britt Svensson highlighted that violence against women can take many forms and that the 
issue was chosen as the theme for this year's celebration of the International Women's Day in 
order to show that it is possible to stop it, when there is a common will towards this goal. 
 
Spanish Minister of Equality, Bibiana Aído Almagro, stressed the need for a permanent approach 
to the problem and reaffirmed the commitment of the Spanish Presidency to fight against gender-
based violence, through initiatives such as the creation of the European Observatory on gender 
violence, the introduction of a European hotline to assist victims of violence, and the 
establishment of the European Protection Order.  
 
Viviane Reding, European Commission Vice-President responsible for Justice, Fundamental 
Rights and Citizenship, presented the Commission activities in the field, such as the Daphne 
Programme and the recently adopted Women's Charter. She also announced the launch of a 
new gender equality strategy for 2010-2015, which will address violence. She also announced 
the organization of a high-level conference in November 2010, entirely dedicated to the issue of 
violence against women. 
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Debate following the first discussion panel 
 
In the debate, the violence against women which takes place within immigrant communities was 
raised, and the importance of working closely with the states of origin of the concerned women. 
The role of the media in raising public awareness on violence against women was raised, as well 
as the idea of a special hotline for victims of human trafficking.  
 
With regard to the role of the media, Spanish Minister of Equality Bibiana Aído Almagro 
highlighted the need for media to deepen the analysis of the issue and dedicate space not only 
to the raw facts of violence, but also to the causes and consequences. Regarding the proposed 
hotline for victims of human trafficking, the Spanish Minister of Equality stated that it must be part 
of a more comprehensive strategy. 
 
 
Second discussion panel 
 
The Executive Director of UNIFEM (United Nations Development Fund for Women), Inés Alberdi, 
emphasized the problem of a lack of resources to carry out initiatives in the field of gender 
violence and the insufficient implementation of measures to tackle the problem. She also pointed 
to the need for putting into practice the commitments renewed in New York during the 15 year 
follow-up meeting of the Platform for Action adopted in Beijing in 1995. 
  
Bulgarian journalist Martin Karbovski reported about numerous Bulgarian cases of women 
sprayed with acid. He stressed how violence in his country is still considered a private issue and 
deplored the lack of penalties against aggressors. He pointed to the gap which exists between 
the political rhetoric on violence and the everyday reality that women still have to face.  
 
The Director of EU Fundamental Rights Agency Morten Kjaerum estimated that the total annual 
cost of domestic violence in Europe can be estimated at 12 to 20 billon euros. He highlighted the 
hidden aspects of gender violence, which not only affect women physically and mentally, but also 
prevent their full advancement in social and professional life. He also affirmed that fostering 
equality of opportunity between women and men and enhancing women's participation in 
working life can help women to better face violence. Finally, he announced the launch in 2011 of 
the first European-wide survey on violence against women, which will represent, he said, an 
invaluable source of information about the issue.  
 
 
 
Debate following the second discussion panel 
 
In the second debate, additional issues were raised, such as the forced sterilization of women 
belonging to Roma communities. The effect on children when they are direct or indirect victims of 
violence was raised as a significant area that needs to be addressed. Children need to be 
offered from an early age the necessary instruments to recognize and react to violent behaviours 
they may witness and be victim of.  
 
 
 
 

 


