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UPCOMING EVENTS IN DROI

Hearing on the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, 
DROI will hold a public hearing on the 
ENP on 10 May (15h00-16h30), focussing 
on the human rights situations in the 
Ukraine and in Egypt. The panel of experts 
will be made up of representatives from 
the International Renaissance Foundation 
- Kyiv; the Cairo Institute for Human Rights 
Studies, the Executive Committee of the
EMHRN in charge of the ENP, together 
with representatives from the Commission, 
DG RELEX.

DROI Delegation to Washington
From 25 to 27 May 2010, a delegation of 
the European Parliament's Subcommittee 
on Human Rights will be travelling to 
Washington. The purpose of this mission 
will be to discuss human rights in the US
and in the world and to discuss in general 
EU-US cooperation on Human Rights.

The trip will be organised around three 
pillars (meetings with representatives of 
the Executive, Congress and civil society 
(NGOs, think tanks). 

EP Ad Hoc Delegation to the ICC review 
conference in Kampala, Uganda
The first Review Conference of the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court 
will take place in Kampala, Uganda, from 
31 May to 11 June. The Conference will 
have two main focuses: amendments of 
the Rome Statute (i.e. inclusion of the 

crime of aggression within the 
competences of the ICC) and the so-called 
Stocktaking exercise. The four stocktaking 
themes will be: peace and justice, the 
impact of the Rome Statute system on 
victims and affected communities, 
cooperation and complementarity. The 
European Parliament will be represented 
by an ad hoc delegation from 31 May to 2 
June. A resolution is to be adopted 
following the Commission and Council 
statement in the May plenary.

President of the International 
Criminal Court
27 April 2010

In order to prepare the delegation DROI 
held an exchange of views with Judge 
Sang-Hyun Song, President of the ICC.

Prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court
23 March 2010

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI


Issue No. 4, April 2010

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/DROI

An exchange of views was held jointly with 
members of AFET/DEVE/DROI with Luis 
Moreno-Ocampo, Chief Prosecutor of the 
ICC on the EU's continued support to the 
ICC.

Chief Prosecutor Ocampo underlined the 
vital role the EU can play in enhancing the 
effectiveness of the ICC.  He hoped the 
EU would continue its active support to the 
Court at the Kampala Review Conference, 
where the performance of the Court so far 
will be assessed.  Ms. Hautala thanked the 
Chief Prosecutor for the key role his 
offices plays in international criminal law 
and in investigating grave human rights 
violations and assured him of the 
European Parliament's strong support for 
his office.

EU Accession to UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities
22 February 2010 

DROI held a hearing on this subject - the
first time the EU has been involved in such 
a procedure.  So far 144 countries signed 
the Convention (all 27 MS) and 88 
countries signed the optional protocol; 12 
EU MS ratified the Convention and 10 EU 
MS ratified the optional protocol.  
Ratification by the EU will have a 

significant 
impact on EU 
policies -
obligations and 
recommendatio

ns foreseen by 
the Convention 
will apply to EU 

development 
policies, 

programmes 
and 

infrastructures.  

For example all EU financed projects in 
developing countries might be expected to 
fulfil the requirements of being fully 
accessible to persons with disabilities.

The subcommittee followed this debate 
with a discussion on the Institutional 
aspects of accession by the EU to the 
European Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms.

Violence against Women in Armed 
Conflict
4 March 2010

In the context of International Women's 
day on 8 March, DROI held a debate on 4 
March on violence against women and 
girls in armed conflict.  Two speakers 
shared their experience of supporting 
traumatized women in war zones in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. The 
Subcommittee has commissioned a major 
study on "the developments in 10 years 
following the adoption of Security Council 
Resolution 1325, including implementation 
of relevant EU guidelines". 

World Congress Against the Death 
Penalty, Geneva, 
24-26 February 2010

This was the 
fourth such 
Congress which 
takes place every 
three years. On 
the previous 
occasions the 
European 
Parliament sent 
an ad hoc 
delegation to 
Paris (3rd 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/vod/player?eventCode=20100222-1500-COMMITTEE-DROI&language=en&byLeftMenu=researchcommittee&category=COMMITTEE&format=wmv#anchor1
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Congress) and Montreal (2nd Congress). 
The first Congress took place in 
Strasbourg in 2001 under the auspices of 
Ms. Fontaine, then President of the 
European Parliament.
After an opening ceremony at the "Palais 
des Nations", two plenary sessions 
focused on the main themes of the 
Congress. Around that, eleven round 
tables debated on thematic or regional 
issues and nine technical workshops gave 
participants the opportunity to share tools 
for abolition. 

Mr. Zapatero, President of the Spanish 
Government, announced the creation of 
an international commission on the death 
penalty in the second half of this year to 
meet the 2015 target of global suppression 
of executions. Mr. Zapatero emphasized 
that two-thirds of the UN member states 
have already or are in the process of 
abolishing capital punishment. Another 25 
countries continued to carry out 
executions in 2009, of which 95 per cent 
took place in China, Iran, the United 
States, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. 

The Congress ended on February 26 with 
a solemn ceremony with speakers 
including Iranian Nobel Prize laureate 
Shirin Ebadi, leading American abolitionist 
figure Helen Prejean and Switzerland's 
Federal Councillor f o r  Foreign Affairs 
Micheline Calmy Rey.

Click here to read the final declaration of 
the Congress.

Delegation to the Human Rights 
Council, Geneva, 
14-16 March 2010

Ms. Andrikiene led the annual delegation 
of the Subcommittee on Human Rights to 

the main session of the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, from 14-16 March. The 
mission was an occasion to raise the EP's 
concerns expressed in the recent 
resolution on the 13th session of the 
UNHRC and learn more on the current 

developments regarding the main issues 
dealt with at present by the Council. In the 
meetings with the E U ,  third country 
Ambassadors, Directors from the OHCHR, 
NGOs and Special Rapporteurs, the 
delegation raised, in particular, the 
following subjects: the implementation of 
the Lisbon Treaty and role of the EU at the 
HRC, defamation of religions, the report 
on secret detentions, the follow-up to the 
Goldstone report, Iran's candidacy to the 
HRC and the review of the HRC. 

Press statement issued by Ms. Laima 
Liucija Andrikienė ahead of the delegation.

Prevention of mass human rights 
abuses/mass atrocities, from 
reactive to preventive diplomacy
18 March 2010

In a very well 
attended hearing 
DROI members heard 
presentations on EU 

http://www.abolition.fr/fr/depeches/1305-final-declaration--4th-world-congress-against-the-death-penalty--geneva---february-26,-2010
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/015-69277-053-02-09-902-20100219STO69257-2010-22-02-2010/default_en.htm
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and UN mechanisms for the prevention of 
mass human rights abuses.  A case study 
of successful prevention of violence at the 
Ghanan elections was also discussed as 
well as the objectives of the newly 
established Budapest Foundation/Centre 
for the International Prevention of 
Genocide and Mass Atrocities.  It was 
agreed that DROI should work more on 
the integration of conflict/mass atrocity 
prevention into EU foreign policy/EEAS.

EU ban on the trade in "tools of 
torture"
18 March 2010

This DROI discussion raised much interest 
in the media, with coverage by the BBC 
and an article in Time Magazine made 
reference to it quoting Ms Hautala saying 
"EU governments simply failed to take the 
rules seriously enough". 

During the DROI debate, Amnesty 
International together with the Omega 
Research Foundation presented a report 
which looked at the implementation of 
Council Regulation 1236/2005 - prohibiting 
trade in goods which could be used for 
capital punishment, torture or other cruel 
treatment.  A debate on this subject is 
foreseen in the June plenary session in 
Strasbourg.

Only 7 out of the 27 Member states have 
fulfilled their obligation to report on the 
implementation. Tougher supervision of 
the existing rules plus a thorough review of 
the legislation is needed said members, 
emphasizing that the list of prohibited 
implements also needed to be revised.

North Korea
7 April 2010

A powerful succession of witnesses took 
the floor at the DROI meeting of 7 April to 
discuss the human rights situation in North 
Korea, including the US Special Envoy for 
North Korea Human Rights Issues and a 
defector from North Korea.  

The discussions focused on the UN's 
recent UPR on North Korea and it was 
pointed out that 
North Korea is so 
far the only country 
to have refused to 
accept any of the 
recommendations 
addressed during 
the UPR process.

The Commission 
also mentioned the 
failure of its earlier attempts to establish a 
human rights dialogue with North Korea.

The general consensus was the European 
Parliament should update its 2006 urgency 
resolution, either before or after the 
planned EP delegation visit in June 

The Philippines
26 April 2010

Ms Leila de Lima, Chairperson of the 
Philippines Commission on Human Rights 
detailed the human rights situation in the 
Philippines during an exchange of views in 

http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1976495,00.html
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DROI. She said there is a need for political 
will to end impunity in order to have a 
good basis for fair elections and for 
freedom of expression.  Human Rights 
Watch also spoke (via telephone link) of 
arbitrary arrests, extra-judicial killings and 
enforced disappearances in which military 
personnel played a role.

The Commission urged the Philippines to 
ratify important international documents 
and referred to the ongoing projects the 
EU has to train voters, monitor elections, 
help NGOs and promote judicial reform.

Ambassador Manalo from the Philippines 
Embassy to the EU stated that the issue of 
extra-judicial killings has been raised by 
the Human Rights Council, claiming also 
that these killings had decreased by 85% 
in the period 2006-2008.  He also said the 
EU and the Philippines would cooperate in 
order to ensure the review of the judicial 
system.

Ad hoc delegation to the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues, New York,
28-30 April 

A seven Member ad hoc delegation from 
AFET, DEVE and DROI composed of 
MEPs Ms Weber (Chair), Mr Ponga, Ms 
Schnieber- Jastram, Mr Prodi, Mr Arsenis, 
Ms Kiil-Nielsen and Mr Piotrowski travelled 
to New York to the 9th session of the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

The mission was an occasion to raise the 
EP's voice and support to indigenous 
rights, with a special focus on 
environmental and climate change issues. 
The delegation m e t  amongst others, 
representatives of the Tuareg, Quechua, 
Maohi, Aymara, Igorot and Sami 
indigenous peoples.

SAKHAROV PRIZE FOLLOW-UP

Salih Mahmoud Osman
Sakharov prize laureate 2007
The European Parliament election 
observation delegation led by Ms Ana 
Gomes (on the right of the photo) and 
composed of MEPs Mr Garcia Margallo y 

Marfil, Mr 
Engel, Mr 

Lopez 
Aguilar, Mr 

Wlosowicz 
and Mr 

Attard-
Montalto 

(on the left 
of the 
photo). was 

in Sudan from 9-17 April to observe voters 
in the first Sudan elections in 25 years 
also had the opportunity to meet up with 
Mr Osman on 14 April 2010.

Mr Osman commented "It is good and we 
are grateful, that the EU has been here.  It 
is better that you can watch and have the 
whole picture in front of you. Your role is 
very much respected even by the 
opposition groups." The mission 
concluded that the elections were poorly  
managed, far from being in line with 
international standards, but nevertheless 
represented a step ahead in the direction 
of democratisation of the country and in 
particular, allowing further implementation 
of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement
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Hu Jia
Sakharov Prize laureate 2008

During April 
President Buzek 
and DROI 

Members 
expressed their 
deep concern over 
reports of Hu Jia's 

deteriorating 
health and the 

Chinese 
authority's dismissal of a request for 
medical parole.  Ms. Hautala said "He 
should be moved urgently to hospital and 
the Chinese authorities should grant 
permission to this end without delay."  She 
also added that "application for medical 
parole should be granted accordingly.  
Access to health care in serious cases is a 
human right of grave importance".  To 
read full press release click here.

Memorial
Sakharov Prize laureate 2009

Lidia Yusupova, Memorial human rights 
activist was in Parliament on 14 April
2010 to present a documentary on the life 
of murdered Russian journalist Anna 
Politovskaya. The presentation "Anna, 
Seven Years on the Frontline" was 
organised by Ms. Hautala and the Czech 

NGO "People In Need", and formed part of 
the "One World" human rights festival
held under the Patronage of former Czech 
President Vaclav Havel and Parliament's 
President, Jerzy Buzek. To read full press 
release click here.

Urgencies adopted in Plenary

11 March - Strasbourg
 Cuba
 The case of Gilad Shalit
 The escalation of violence in Mexico
 South Korea - death penalty declared 

legal

10 March - Strasbourg
 Situation of civil society and national 

minorities in Belarus
 Implementation of Goldstone 

recommendations on Israel/Palestine

25 February - Brussels
 Beijing + 15 UN Platform for Action for 

Gender Equality
 Parliament's priorities for the UN 

Human Rights Council (Geneva, 1-26 
March 2010)

 Situation in Ukraine

Reports and Opinions

Draft report on EU Policies in favour of 
Human Rights Defenders 
Rapporteur: Heidi Hautala
Committee Responsible: AFET
Adoption in AFET: 28.April 2010
Planned adoption plenary: June 2010

Draft opinion on human rights, social 
and environmental standards in 
International Trade agreements
Draftsman: David Martin
Committee responsible: INTA
Planned adoption AFET: June 2010

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/015-72457-109-04-17-902-20100412STO72456-2010-19-04-2010/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/015-72890-113-04-17-902-20100416STO72888-2010-23-04-2010/default_en.htm
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Planned adoption plenary: October 2010

Draft opinion on Institutional aspects of 
accession by the EU to the European 
Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms
Draftsman:  Cristian Dan Preda
Committee responsible: AFCO
Planned adoption plenary: May 2010

Next DROI Meetings in 2010

Monday, 10 May, 15h00-18h30
Wednesday, 2 June, 15h00-18h30
Thursday, 3 June, 09h00-12h30
Wednesday, 23 June, (time tbc)
Thursday, 24 June, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 1 July, 09h00-12h30
Thursday, 15 July, 09h00-12h30

Highlights coming up in DROI in 
June-July 2010
(provisional, subject to change)

 New information technologies and 
human rights

 Implications of the establishment 
of the EEAS in relation to human 
rights

 Human rights in Central Asia
 Climate change and human rights
 Human rights in the Great Lakes 

region, with a special focus on 
Democratic Republic of Congo

 Study on the functioning of 
regional human rights instruments

 Exchange of views on Reform in 
the Arab World

Staff moves in the Human Rights 
Unit

Ms Helena Halldorf Romero leaves the 
unit on 1 June. Until her replacement 

starts, temporarily her current core
responsibilities will be taken over by Ms 
Conceicao Goncalves (Central and Latin 
Amer ica)  and Mr Daniele Palladino 
(EIDHR and financial matters).

LINKS

EP LIVE

Europarl TV

Studies on human rights

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-video?language=en
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies.do?language=EN
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