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bodies". 

Thank you very much Mr Chairman. 

First of all I would like to express my gratitude for having the possibility to be a 
speaker at this very important event. 

Frontex, as we all might know, is a European coordinator of operational border 
control cooperation and there are 27 EU Member States plus 4 Schengen associated 
countries and we have 12 external third country partners. It is indispensible that the 
work we are carrying out as a coordinator is documented. It's one of the key points 
and is very characteristic of the way we work. 

The second point that I would like to make, as an introductory remark, is that border 
control by definition must be intelligence driven. We need to know the reasons why 
we are taking actions to safeguard the security of the citizens which is of the upmost 
importance. On the other hand of course the citizens need to know, and this is one 
way that the law enforcement community is able to strengthen the security by 
providing more information. 

The information and transparency policy within my agency is very clear. Having 
access to documentation is not a topic as such but it is part of the whole portfolio. We 
have the internal/external communication, different kinds of services to provide 
information, website media information services, even in joint operations. We quite 



frequently invite the media, as a representative of the public, to participate and to take 
a look, with their own eyes, how we carry out these tasks.

Of course, we cannot disclose all the information on the way and the basis upon 
which we act at the border and I think there are two key principles upon which this 
line has to be drawn. The first one is of course the effective outcome of these 
operations. We must not disclose such information which put these core objectives in
jeopardy. The second one which is equally important, it is very important to think 
about the safety of citizens, the safety of irregular migrants and also the safety of 
border guards. We must not disclose such information which might hamper the safety 
of the persons in question. 

Of course, if we now take a look at the current practice when it comes to requests for
access to documents, I think it will give a picture if I say that on average we receive 
10 requests per year. It fluctuates a little bit but on average it is 10 requests per year. 
The requests are very generally related to four very interesting areas, first of all of 
course our operational plans, which contain certain details upon which intelligence of 
these joint operations at the EU level are to be carried out, the evaluation reports, each 
operation is evaluated afterwards and that is one of the most important and interesting 
things as well. Third are our risk analysis products, the semi- annual periodical risk 
analysis and more technical informed assessments that we make. The fourth category 
I would like to mention is our working arrangements with third country partners.  

Another feature is that quite often we receive requests which are described in a very 
general term. We have certain difficulties in identifying the reasons for the need and 
being very specific on those points.

 In certain cases we have had to refuse some of the requests, especially those which 
are referring to the details of operational plans and evaluation reports for
understandable reasons. As a rule we try to have access to these documents as far as 
these conditions, which I mentioned before, are met. That means that we have deleted 
certain chapters, certain parts of the documents, which we consider to be of a sensitive 
nature. This illustrates the situation in my agency and now I would like to just make 
four comments on the proposal presented by the Commission on the regulation of the 
European Parliament and the Council regarding the public access to the documents.

The first one is about the public security basis which is one of the limits and I think 
that this new definition of public security would facilitate from this work and would 
be welcomed by the agency. I think it's much clearer now in the current regulation. 

The second point refers to the selection procedures and the objectivity and the 
impartiality of the selection process. I think this is something that we can fully 
endorse and support. 

The fourth point is about the time limits and as I mentioned, quite often we receive 
unclear requests. Now the new time limit when the request has been made and 
received, the time of, lets say, the reasonable deadline, starts running from that 
moment and this is welcomed. 



My final point is related to the copyright question. It might be somewhat surprising 
but this is quite a relevant point to us as Frontex is the European body that provides 
quite a package of the training material, all these kinds of things that we have worked 
hard [on]. It is of interest to some persons, NGOs or GOs who would like to use these 
instruments.

And finally with your permission Mr Chairman, I would like to make a very short 
comment on the question that you discussed previously; on the personal data question.
I would just like to make it very clear that now in the new situation when the Lisbon 
Treaty is in force, and we have the internal security strategy in place, where border 
control can be seen as a multi-purpose instrument and we do have a reason to have
more and better targeted operations for different purposes and make sure that all 
information is used for the most justifiable purposes. I see quite a clear justification 
for making clear rules to entitle Frontex to process information containing personal 
data as it refers to the alleged traffickers. We know how important and how serious 
crimes behind these things [trafficking] are, so that is just my minor comment to be 
clear on that. 

So once again, many thanks to the Chairman for giving me the floor, thank you. 

Disclaimer: This transcript does not constitute an authentic record of the proceedings.
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